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PREFACE. 


^  H  E  following  Collections  are  in- 


JL  tended  to  confirm  and  illuftrate  the 
method  of  practice  recommended  in  my 
former  treatife  or  firft  volume  upon  Mid¬ 
wifery  ;  and  are  placed  in  the  fame  order  ob- 
ferved  in  that  performance,  to  which  they 
have  references,  as  well  as  to  a  feries  of  ta¬ 
bles,  to  the  number  of  thirty-nine,  which  I 
have  prepared,  with  a  view  to  demonftrate 
and  explain  what  otherwife  might  not  be  fo 
well  underftood. 

Between  the  years  1722,  and  1739,  while 
I  pradtifed  in  the  country,  I  took  notes  of  ajt 
the  remarkable  cafes  that  occurred  in  Mid¬ 
wifery  ^  but  in  London ,  fince  the  year  1740, 
to  the  prefent  time,  I  have  been  more  care¬ 
ful  and  minute  in  forming  a  colleftion,  with 
a  view  to  make  it  public. 

From  a  great  number  of  inftances,  I  have 
feledted  only  the  moft  material,  and  fuch  as 


were 
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were  beft  adapted  to  the  nature  of  my  plan ; 
for,  I  was  unwilling  to  tire  the  reader  with  a 
fucceflion  of  parallel  hiftories  that  contain 
nothing  effentially  different  from  one  ano¬ 
ther. 

t  ✓  '  *  .  o,  ...  ^ 

*'*  \  I  X  / 

In  order  to  render  the  performance  (till 
more  com  pleat,  I  have  taken  from  authors  of 
the  belt  authority,  a  few  extraordinary  cafes, 
which  feldom  occur,  as  well  as  borrowed 
fome  medical  tranfadtions  from  the  moft  ap¬ 
proved  modern  phyficians. 

* 

*  •  « 

V  % 

From  the  inftances  of  natural  and  tedious 
labours,  the  young  practitioner  wiil  learn  how 
to  behave  in  the  like  occurrences,  and  above 
all  things,  to  beware  in  being  too  hafty  in 
offering  a  {Ii  ft  a  nee,  while  nature  is  of  herfelf 
able  to  effectuate  the  delivery, 

Among  the  laborious  cafes,  he  will  find  a 
variety  of  examples,  by  which  he  will  know 
when  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  ufe  the  for¬ 
ceps.  In  my  private  practice,  I  have  very 
feldom  occafion  for  the  aftiftance  of  that  or 
any  other  inftrument;  but  I  have  often  been 
called  in  by  other  practitioners,  to  cafes  in 
which  I  have  had  opportunities  to  ufe  it  with 
fuccefs. 


The 
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The  forceps  and  fillet  were  contrived  with 
a  view  to  fave  the  child,  by  helping  along 
the  head  in  extraordinary  cales,  when  nature 
was  exhaufted,  and  to  prevent,  as  much  as 
poffible,  the  ufe  of  fiharp  inftruments,  when 
the  mother’s  life  was  in  danger.  But  if  thefe 
expedients  are  ufed  prematuiely,  when  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  cafe  does  not  abfolutely  require 
fuch  affiftance,  the  mifehief  that  may  enfue 
will  often  overbalance  the  fervice  for  which 
they  were  intended ;  and  this  confideration  is 
one  of  my  principal  motives  for  publilhing 
this  lecond  volume. 

In  my  fir  ft,  among  the  improvements  and 
alterations  that  have  been  made  in  the  for¬ 
ceps,  I  mentioned  a  long  pair,  curved  to  one 
fide,  which  I  contrived  fever al  years  ago,  for 
taking  a  firmer  hold  of  the  head  in  the  Pelvis 
when  high;  but,  1  did  not  then  recommend 
the  ufe  of  them,  becaufe  I  was  afraid  of  en¬ 
couraging  young  practitioners  to  exert  too 
great  force,  and  give  their  afliftance  too  foon. 
Of  late,  however,  I  have  found  them  very 
ferviceable  in  helping  along  the  child’s  head, 
in  preternatural  cafes,  after  the  body  and 
arms  of  the  Foetus  weie  brought  down,  and 
it  could  not  be  delivered  without  deftroying 
the  child,  by  overftrairiing  the  neck  and  jaw. 
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On  fuch  occafions,  they  are  more  conveni¬ 
ent  than  the  (horter  and  ftraight  fort,  becaufe 
they  take  a  firmer  hold,  as  will  appear  in  the 
perufal  of  Tab.  XXXV.  and  alfo  in  Col, 
XXXIV.  of  the  third  volume.  They  are  ufe- 
ful  to  aflift  the  delivery,of  the  head  when  fe- 
parated  from  the  body,  and  left  in  the  Uterus , 
Vide  alfoVol.  III.  They  may  belikewife  ufed 
in  laborious  cafes,  when  the  head  prefents, 
though  I  find  the  others  are  more  eafily  ma¬ 
naged  in  the  applications  (See  Tab.  XVI,  &c.) 
and,  as  I  feldom  have  recourfe  to  the  forceps, 
except  when  the  head  is  advanced  in  the  Pel¬ 
vis,  or  as  the  French  term  it,  la  Fete  enclave , 
I  commonly  ufe  the  fhort  kind. 

Finding  my  Collection  large  enough  1 9 
compofe  two  volumes  in  Oflavo,  I  determined 
to  publifhone  immediately,  that  comprehends 
the  variety  of  methods  pradtifed  in  lingering 
and  laborious  cafes,  which  occur  much  oftner 
than  the  preternatural,  and  are  more  apt  to 
puzzle  and  perplex  a  young  praititioner. 
This  Hep  I  have  been  induced  to  take  fooner 
than  I  at  firft  intended,  by  obferving  that 
fuch  a  fynopfis  was  very  much  wanted  to  re¬ 
fresh  the  memory,  and  direit  the  conduit  of 
thofe  who  have  attended  my  leitures. 

/ 

The  unfuccefsful  cafes  communicated  by 
correfpondents,  who  defired  their  names 
3  might 
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might  be  concealed,  are  inferted  as  fo  many 
beacons  to  caution  others  from  falling  into  the 
fame  errors  and  miftakes,  in  the  courfe  of 
practice.  As  to  the  truth  of  thefe  circum- 
ftances  which  I  have  related  in  my  own  hifto- 
ries,  the  reader  muft  depend  upon  my  veracity; 
for,  I  apprehend,  it  is  equally  improper  and 
unnecefiary  to  mention  the  names  of  the  pa¬ 
tients,  their  place  of  abode,  or  the  exact  time1 
of  their  delivery.  The  other  part  is  almoft 
compleated,  and  though  I  fhould  not  live  to 
fee  it  in  print,  will  certainly  appear,  to  fulfil 
my  fcheme  and  promife  to  the  public. 

N.  B,  Since  the  following  cafes  were  print¬ 
ed,  I  have  feen  a  French  tranflation  of  my 
firft  volume  by  M.  de  Preville ,  at  Paris ,  who 
has  done  great  juftice  to  the  work ;  and  f 
wilh  the  author  may  deferve  the  character 
which  in  his  preface  he  gives  him,  with  that 
politenefs  fo  peculiar  to  his  nation.  He  has 
likewife  obliged  the  world  with  a  print  of  the 
inftrument  ufed  by  Rhoonhuifeny  as  we  ufe  a 
fingle  blade  of  the  forceps  to  move  along  the 
head  in  laborious  cafes,  according  to  the  di¬ 
rections  lpecified  in  my  firft  volume,  Book 
III.  Chap.  III.  illuftrated  in  the  XXVIIth 
and  XXVIIIth  Collections  of  the  fecond. 
This  fecret,  he  obferves,  is  faid  to  have  been 
communicated  towards  the  end  of  the  laft 

century^ 


/ 
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century,  by  the  Chamberlains  from  London ,  to 
Ruyjch ,  Roonhuifen  and  Boekelman ,  at  Ampler- 
dam ;  and  was  lately  purchafcd  by  Vifcher 
and  Van-de-facl,  phyficians  of  that  city,  who 
have  publiflied  it  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

;  V 

It  is  a  fingle  piece  of  iron  near  eleven  inches 
long,  one  inch  in  breadth,  one  eighth  of  an 
inch  thick,  and  covered  with  leather;  ftraight 
in  the  middle  for  the  length  of4  about  four 
inches,  and  bent  at  both  ends,  into  a  curva¬ 
ture,  about  three  eighths  of  an  inch  in  depth. 
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[Vide  Vol.  I.  Lib.  i.  Chap. 

NUMB.  I. 


Of  the  reparation  of  the  Bones. 
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CASE  I. 


IN  the  year  1736,  a  woman,  about  the 
age  of  thirty-five,  being  in  labour  of  her 
firft  child,  complained  of  a  violent  pain 
at  the  juncture  of  the  Ilium  with  the  Sa¬ 
crum,  on  the  right  fide ;  and,  in  time  of 
the  fevereft  pains,  imagined  thefe  parts  were 
feparated  from  one  another,  with  violence. 
This  circumftance  was  not  at  that  time  at¬ 
tended  to  by  the  midwife,  who  delivered  her 
after  a  tedious,  though  natural  labour;  yet, 
even  after  delivery,  the  pain  in  this  part  ex¬ 
ceeded  all  her  other  complaints.  I  was  called 
on  the  fifth  day,  when  I  found  the  pulfe  quick, 
full  and  hard,  her  fkin  hot  and  dry,  the 
Lochia  obftructed,  a  difficulty  in  her  breath¬ 
ing,  a  pain  and  induration  in  one  breaft  ; 
and  file  was  totally  deprived  of  reft,  by  the 
anguifii  in  that  part  of  the  Pelvis .  She. 
Vol.  II.  B  immediately 


2  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

immediately  loft  twelve  ounces  of  blood  from 
the  arm,  an  emollient  glyfter  was  injected, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  hardened  Faces  dis¬ 
charged.  In  confequence  of  thefe  evacu¬ 
ations,  her  back,  head,  and  difficulty  of 
breathing  were  relieved  ;  but  the  pain  in  her 
hip  ftill  continuing,  warm  ftupes  were  appli¬ 
ed  to  that  part,  and  bottles  of  hot-water  to 
her  feet,  and  I  directed  her  to  drink  plenti¬ 
fully  of  warm  barley  water.  By  thefe  means, 
fhe  was  thrown  into  a  profufe  fweat,  refted 
well  that  night,  and  next  morning  the  fever 
was  abated,  while  the  Uterus  yielded  a  copious 
difcharge,  the  pain  and  induration  in  her 
breaft  were  greatly  diminifhed,  and  the  milk 
began  to  run  out  at  the  nipples  5  fo  that  the 
child,  which  had  before  made  a  fruitlefs  at¬ 
tempt,  now  fucked  with  eafe.  The  only  cir- 
cumftance  that  now  hindered  her  from  lying 
quiet  and  fvveating,  was  the  continuance  of 
that  pain  in  the  Pelvis ,  which  to  allay,  I  pre¬ 
ferred  an  embrocation  of  the  anodyne  bal- 
fam,  and  the  following  bolus. 

R  PiluL  Matth.  gr.  viii.  Sperm .  Cet.  3\.  Syr.  de 
Meconio  q.f.  /.  Bolus  h.  f.  fumendus . 

This  Hie  was  obliged  to  repeat  every  night, 
and  fometimes  oftener,  in  order  to  procure 
reft,  and  maintain  the  neceffary  diaphorefis  $ 
and  a  glyfter  was  adminiftered  every  third  day. 
Ten  days  elapfed  before  fhe  could  be  moved 

s  out 
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out  of  bed,  and  twice  that  time  before  fhe 
could  fit  up  in  a  chair.  When  her  right  leg 
was  moved,  her  fenfation  was  fuch,  as  if  the 
Ilium  and  Sacrum  of  that  fide  were  torn  a  fun¬ 
der  5  and  with  my  hand  upon  the  part,  I 
could  perceive  a  fenfible  motion  in  thefe  bones. 
At  the  end  of  the  month,  fhe  was  not  able  to 
walk  or  ftand,  without  being  fupported  un¬ 
der  the  right  arm,  by  an  affiftant  or  a  crutch, 
and  continued  in  that  fituation  five  or  fix 

months  i  after  which  fhe  found  fuch  benefit 

* 

from  the  cold  bath,  that  fhe  could  walk  with 
the  afiiftance  of  a  cane.  She  had  fevera!  chil¬ 
dren  afterwards,  and  her  labours  were  eafy, 
but  they  commonly,  in  fome  degree,  affe£ted 
that  part,  which  never  recovered  its  former 
flrength  and  liability. 

CASE  II. 

Communicated  by  Dr.  Smollett. 

In  the  year  1748,  a  gentlewoman  about  the 
age  of  twenty-feven,  of  a  very  flender  make, 
thin  habit,  and  lax  fibre,  was,  in  the  eighth 
month  of  her  firft  pregnancy,  incommoded 
in  her  walking  by  a  pain  and  crackling  about 
the  Pubes ,  which  when  I  examined,  I  felt  a 
furprifing  relaxation  of  the  ligament  that 
connedls  the  fhare-bones;  infomuch,  that 
while  fhe  lay  in  bed  on  one  fide,  I  could 
eafily  move  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they 

B  2  feemed 

*  <VA 

,  t  ; 
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feemed  to  ride  each  other :  however,  fhe  felt 
no  great  inconvenience  from  this  preterna¬ 
tural  extenfion,  which  certainly  widened  the 
Pelvis ,  for  the  more  commodious  pafiage  of 
the  child ;  and  the  ligament  gradually  reco¬ 
vered  its  tone  :  fo  that,  in  two  months  after 
her  delivery,  the  OJJa  Pubis  were  as  firmly 
united  as  ever. 

Although  I  myfelf  have  never  perceived 
fuch  feparation  in  the  bones  of  a  living  fub- 
je£t,  Dr.  Lawrence  once  fhewed  me  the  Pelvis 
of  a  woman,  who  died  foon  after  delivery, 
in  which  all  the  three  bones  were  feparated  • 
almoft  an  inch  from  one  another.  I  likewife 
faw  the  fame  phenomenon  in  a  Pelvis  belong¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  Hunter .  Spigelius >  in  his  Anatomy, 
Lib.  II.  cap.  24,  fays,  he  has  feen  fuch  a 
relaxation,  which  however,  he  obferves,  very 
rarely  occurs.  Mr.  Monro,- who,  in  his  Ofte- 
ology,  quotes  this  author  and  fome  others, 
owns  he  had  never  met  with  this  kind  of 
feparation,  either  in  the  courfe  of  his  practice 
or  diffeCtions;  yet  has  had  reafon  to  fufpeCt 
a  relaxation  of  the  ligaments,  connecting  the 
Offh  innominata  and  facrum ,  in  fome  women 
of  a  delicate  make,  who  after  hard  labour 
complained  of  pain,  weaknefs,  and  a  fort  of 
jerking  motion  in  this  place;  and,  though 
nothing  extraordinary  was  perceiveable  by  the 
touch,  could  neither  fit  nor  ftand  without 

pain. 
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pain,  for  tne  fpace  of  feveral  months ;  nay, 
the  weaknefs  continued  for  a  much  longer 
time,  during  which  they  imagined  themfeives 
always  finking  down  between  the  haunch- 
bones. 

NUMB.  II,  CASE  I. 

Of  the  Os  Coccygis  offified  and  bent  inwards. 

I  have  of  late,  in  a  particular  manner, 
examined  the  Os  Coccygis ,  efpecially  in  labo¬ 
rious  cafes,  and  in  women  who  were  turned 
of  thirty  before  the  birth  of  the  iirft  child, 
and  have  found  it  aftually  offified  in  two 
patients,  the  firft  turned  of  forty,  and  the 
other  about  the  age  of  thirty-three  :  but  in 
neither  of  thefe  cafes  could  I  perceive,  that 
this  rigidity  retarded  the  labour :  for,  in 
both,  when  the  head  of  the  child  came  down 
to  the  Os  Externum ,  it  palled  along,  and  the 
women  were  as  eafily  delivered,  as  thofe  in 
whom  the  Coccyx  is  moveable,  though  both 
children  were  of  an  ordinary  fize.  The  Coc¬ 
cyx  and  Ifchia  being  much  lower  than  the 
Pubis ,  the  back  part  of  the  head  is  commonly 
pufhed  out  below  the  laft,  by  that  time  the 
forehead  is  preffed  againft  the  Coccyx:  For 
in  meafuring  from  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis , 
we  find  that  the  Pubis ,  being  much  Dial- 
lower  than  the  other  bones,  allows  an  eafy 
pafiage  for  the  Occiput  to  come  out  from 

B  3.  below 
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below  the  fame  :  for  which  reaiu«  A11  0fpj£ec| 
Coccyx  fddom  prevents  the  delivery,  uniers 
the  head  is  larger  than  common,  or  the  Coccyx 
is  bent  inward  in  an  extraordinary  manner. 
Vide  Tab.  I.  IL  and  IV. 

’  « 

NUMB.  III. 

'  s  ^  % 

Of  the  narrow  and  didorted  Pelvis. 

Although  cafes  of  this  kind  are  more  na¬ 
turally  inferted  among  the  operations  of  Mid¬ 
wifery,  I  {ball  mention  a  few  in  this  place, 
in  order  to  prefer ve  the  regularity  of  our 
plan. 

The  mod  common  diftortion  of  the  Pel- 
vis,  is,  from  the  protrufion  or  jetting  for¬ 
wards  of  the  lad  Vertebra  of  the  loins,  with 
the  Os  Sacrum ,  and  fometimes  of  two  or 
three  of  the  lowed  vertebral  bones.  I  have 
been  concerned  in  a  few  cafes,  and,  in  parti¬ 
cular,  was  called  to  three  women,  in  whom 
the  Pelvis  was  fo  narrow,  that  the  didance 
between  the  lower  Vertebra  and  the  Pubis , 
did  not  exceed  two  inches  and  an  half. 
The  firft  I  delivered  four  times,  but  found 
it  impoffible  to  fave  any  of  the  children,  ex¬ 
cept  one,  which  was  fmall,  and  even  in  that, 
the  fhoulder  was  diflocated.  Vide  Colledh 
XXXIV.  and  the  third  table  of  my  anatomical 
prints. 

The  fecond  was  twice  delivered  by  ano¬ 
ther  gentleman,  and  three  times  by  myfelf, 

and 
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and  only  one  child  was  faved  by  being  bom 
in  the  eighth  month,  of  a  very  fmall  fize. 
Both  thefe  patients  were  fmall  in  Ratine, 
and  diftorted  in  the  fpine.  The  third,  who 
was  a  tall  woman,  but  had  been  ricketty 
for  two  or  three  years  in  her  infancy,  I  de¬ 
livered  three  times  with  great  fatigue,  but 
could  fave  none  of  the  children,  which 
were  large :  at  laft,  however,  fhe  bore  a 
large  child  in  the  feventh  month.  Vide  Col- 
leftionXXXV.  alfo  Tab.  XXVI.  and  XXVII, 
I  have  been  called  to  feveral  others,  where 
the  Pelvis  appeared,  at  that  part,  not  to  ex¬ 
ceed  three  inches,  or  three  inches  and  an 
half.  When  the  children  were  large,  it  was 
impoffible  to  fave  them,  either  by  the  forceps 
or  by  turning  ;  but  when  I  was  called  in 
time,  and  found  them  fmall,  or  even  of  a 
middle  fize,  the  patient  was  commonly  de¬ 
livered  by  one  of  thofe  methods,  if  the  labour 
pains  were  not  fufficient. 

I  have  been  feveral  times  befpoke  to  at¬ 
tend  women  in  their  firft  children,  by  their 
friends,  who  were  apprehenfive,  that  they 
would  have  difficult  or  dangerous  labours, 
becaufe  they  were  diftorted  in  their  backs. 
Eight  patients  in  thefe  circumftances,  did 
I  deliver  in  the  year  1748,  and  fix  of  them 
had  eafy  natural  labours ;  the  other  two 
were  more  difficult,  which  proceeded  from 

B  4  r  the 
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the  large  fize  of  the  children,  and  the  fmalf 
make  of  the  mothers.  In  a  few  cafes, 

have  I  found  one  or  two  bones  of  the  Sa- 

% 

crum  jetting  inwards,  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  the  head  of  the  child  palled  with 
great  difficulty  :  in  two  of  thefe,  I  ufed 
the  forceps,  and  at  one  time  was  obliged 
to  dilate  the  bones  of  the  Cranium ,  as  the 
lower  ends  of  the  QJJa  Jfchia  were  fcarce 
three  inches  afunder. 
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COLLECTION  II. 

Operations  performed  upon  the  external  Parts. 

[VideVo\.  I.  Lib.  1.  Chap.  II.  Se£h  i.] 
Preternatural  Size  of  the  Nympho. 

CASE  I. 

In  April  1733,  I  was  called  to  a  young 
woman,  who,  by  a  fall  from  an  hay-loft, 
upon  a  port  below,  had  bruifed  the  Labia 
Pudendi :  befides  an  inflammation  of  the 
parts,  I  found  one  of  the  A tymphce  fo  pre- 
ternaturally  large,  as  to  hang  down  three 
inches  without  the  Labia .  Her  mother 
was  furprifed  to  fee  fuch  an  extraordinary 
excrefcence,  which  the  daughter  had  con¬ 
cealed  from  her  knowledge,  and  deflred 
me,  after  the  inflammation  was  removed, 
to  remedy,  if  pofiible,  this  inconvenience, 
as  the  girl  was  to  be  married  in  a  little 
time.  The  excifion  was  accordingly  per¬ 
formed  with  great  eafe,  as  that  part  next 
the  Labia  was  very  thin.  The  patient  could 
recollefi  no  caufe,  to  which  this  excrefcence 
might  be  owing ;  but  faid  fhe  firft  perceived 
it,  when  fne  was  iixteen  years  of  age^  that  it 
gradually  enlarged,  and  frequently  gave  her 
much  uneaunefs,  by  itching,  and  being  fub- 
je£t  to  pricking  pains.  The  outward  edge 

and 
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and  extremity  was  about  an  inch  thick,  ex¬ 
tending  two  inches  from  the  upper  to  the  un¬ 
der  part.  The  caufe  did  not  feem  to  have 
been  venereal,  but  merely  a  fweliing  of  the 
glands, 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1722,  I  was  prefent  at  the  ex¬ 
tirpation  of  the  Nymph# ,  which  were  ex- 
ceffively  large  and  pendulous  in  a  woman, 
who  alleged,  that  the  difoi  der  proceeded  from 
a  venereal  taint,  of  which  file  had  been  for- 
merly  cured. 

Mauriceau ,  in  Obfervation  313,  mentions 
his  taking  off,  by  ligature,  an  elongation  of 
the  Caruncula  Myrtif or  tries. 

CASE  III. 

Of  an  obftrufiled  Hymen. 

In  the  year  1727,  a  woman  brought  her 
daughter  from  the  country  for  my  advice. 
She  had  been  a  year  married,  and,  in  her 
own  opinion,  was  in  the  eighth  month  of 
her  pregnancy,  although  Ihe  was  regular  in 
the-difcharge  of  the  Catamenia .  She  affirmed, 
fhe  had  frequently  felt  the  motion  of  the 
child,  and  was  grown  much  bigger  than  her 
ordinary  fize.  I  examined  the  Abdomen ,  but 
could  not  feel  the  circumscribed  tumour  of 
the  Uterus :  indeed  file  was  corpulent,  fo  that 
the  bdly  was  large,  though  foft,  I  then  di¬ 
rected 
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reeled  her  to  lean  forwards  on  the  back  of  a 
chair,  and  feating  myfelf  behind,  attempted 
to  examine  the  Uterus  by  the  Vagina ,  when  I 
found  the  entrance  obftruCted. 

Through  the  perfuafion  of  her  mother, 
Ilie  confented  to  have  thefe  parts  infpedled ; 
and  being  laid  fupine  upon  a  couch,  I  fe- 
parated  the  Labia ,  when  I  perceived  the 
Hymen  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent,  from  the 
middle  of  which  proceeded  a  kind  of  liga¬ 
ment,  attached  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
Meatus  Urinarius ,  leaving  a  pafiage  on  each 
lide,  capable  of  admitting  a  probe  into  the 
Vagina ,  and  of  yielding  pafiage  to  the  men- 
ftrual  difcharge,  but  effectually  obftruCting 
the  introduction  of  the  Penis .  Having  fnipt 
this  attachment  afunder,  I  introduced  my 
finger  into  the  Vagina ,  and  felt  the  Uterus 
rifing  up  before  it,  as  in  the  unimpregnated 
ftate,  without  any  fenfible  weight  or  ftretch- 
ing'  of  the  part.  From  this  circumftance,  I 
concluded,  and  afiured  her,  file  was  not  with 
child  ^  then  introduced  a  large  thick  tent, 
dipped  in  red  wine,  and  fecured  it  with  a  ban¬ 
dage.  After  this  operation,  Ihe  foon  became 
pregnant,  and  has  fince  been  delivered  of 
fevejral  children. 

CASE  IV.* 

In  January  1754,  a  woman  brought  to 
me  a  girl  five  or  fix  years  old,  whofe  Hy¬ 
men 
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men  was  imperforate,  though  it  had  been 
twice  opened  by  a  furgeon,  but  the  lips  of 
the  incifion  had  united  again. 

I  made  an  opening  in  the  fame  place 
with  a  biftory,  which  I  gradually  dilated,  • 
firft,  with  my  little  finger,  and  then  with 
the  forefinger,  until  I  could  touch  the  Os 
Uteri  ;  then  fnipping  with  a  pair  of  feifiars 
a  fma!l  portion  of  the  Hymen  that  remained 
next  to  the  Frenum>  I  introduced  a  large  tent, 
which  was  kept  in  that  part  by  comprefles 
and  a  proper  bandage. 

Hildanus ,  in  Centuria  3.  Obferv.  60.  gives 
three  examples  in  which  the  paffage  was 
fhut  up  by  a  membrane. 

The  firft  was  a  girl  of  fixteen,  who  was 
once  a  month  feized  with  violent  pains  in 
her  belly,  faintings,  head-achs,  and  fome- 
times  epileptic  fits;  which,  on  a  copious 
bleeding  at  the  nofe,  vaniftied,  and  did  not 
return  till  the  next  period. 

She  had  refufed  feveral  advantageous 
matches,  in  confequence  of  thefe  infirmities, 
which  being  communicated  to  our  author, 
he  infpe&ed  the  Pudenday  and,  finding  the 
Vagina  Ihut  up  by  a  ftrong  membrane,  he 
directed  an  incifion  to  be  made;  but  the 
young  woman,  being  terrified  at  the  thoughts 
of  the  knife,  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  ope¬ 
ration. 


The 
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The  fecond  was  a  young  woman  of  Paris , 
who,  being  married,  could  not  admit  the  em¬ 
braces  of  her  hu/band;  and  he,  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  fued  for  a  divorce;  but  as  (lie  fufpect- 
ed  herfelf  with  child,  feveral  eminent  furgeons 
examined  the  parts,  and  found  the  entrance 
to  the  Vagina  /hut  up  by  a  ftrong  callous 
membrane,  in  which  were  fmall  openings, 
fufficient  to  allow  the  menftrual  difcharge. 

This  membrane  being  dilated,  and  proper 
pefiaries  and  applications  ufed,  to  keep  the 
paffages  open,  the  hufband  was  fatisfied,  and 
the  woman  was,  in  fix  months,  fafely  deli¬ 
vered  of  a  full  grown  child. 

Mauriceau  like  wife  in  Obfervation  489, 
gives  an  account  of  a  woman’s  having  con¬ 
ceived,  and  been  delivered  of  a  child,  though 
the  Hymen  had  not  been  broke  in  coition. 

The  third  cafe  of  Hildanus ,  nearly  refem- 
bles  the  following,  communicated  by  Dr. 
D.  Monro . 

\  < 

-C  A  S  E  V. 

k  • 

A  girl  of  fifteen  had  all  the  fymptoms 
of  the  menftrual  difcharge,  which  conti¬ 
nued  to  feize  her  regularly  every  month, 
though  nothing  was  evacuated  from  the  Ute¬ 
rus.  When  ftie  attained  the  age  of  nineteen, 
her  belly  was  confiderably  fwelled,  and  find¬ 
ing  a  large  tumour  in  her  Pudenda ,  /he  ap¬ 
plied 
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plied  for  relief  to  his  father,  who  immediately 
perceived  it  was  occahoned  by  an  imperforated 
Hymen.  This  he  forthwith  opened  w7ith  a 
lancet,  which  was  indantly  followed  by  a 
difcharge  of  about  three  pints  and  an  half  of 
blood,  of  the  confidence  of  butter-milk,  and 
colour  of  grumous  blood,  though  without  the 
lead  fmell  or  fcetor :  about  half  a  pint  of 
the  fame  fluid  was  evacuated  before  morn¬ 
ing,  and  the  girl  did  well. 

CASE  VI. 

Communicated  by  Dr.  George  Macaulay,  Phy- 
flcian  to  the  Lying-in-Hofpital,  in  Brown- 

low-Jlreet . 

About  feven  years  ago,  I  was  defired  to 
vifit  a  young  woman,  about  nineteen  years 
of  age,  of  a  large  make,  and  full  bread¬ 
ed,  who  was  in-  exquifite  pain,  and  could 
not  make  water.  Her  belly  being  very 
much  fwelled,  her  pulfe  feverifh,  and  her 
pains  -exactly  refembling  thofe  of  labour; 
I'  ordered  her  to  be  blooded,  a  glyder  to 
be  injected,  and  prefcribed  fome  other 
medicines.  Next  morning,  I  was  inform¬ 
ed  more  circumdantially  of . her  illnefs,  by 
her  mother,  who  faid,  flie  had  been  com¬ 
plaining  for  fome  months,  though  pretty 
well  at  intervals ;  but  now  there  was  fome- 
thing  forcing  down  at  her  privy  parts.  In 

con- 
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confequence  of  this  information,  I  examin¬ 
ed  her  in  a  curfory  manner,  becaufe  I  had 
called  in  my  way  to  another  patient,  to  whom 
I  was  fent  for  in  a  hurry.  I  found  the  belly 
very  much  diftended,  and,  endeavouring  to 
pafs  one  finger  into  the  Vagina ,  felt  what  I 
then  took  to  be  the  membranes,  with  tlie 
waters  pufhing  pretty  low  down. 

From  this  circumftance  I  concluded  file 
was  in  labour,  and  left  her  for  the  prefent, 
after  having  intimated  to  the  mother,  that  a 
little  time  would  in  all  probability  determine 
the  nature  of  her  daughter’s  complaint.  In 
my  return  I  called  again,  and  found  the  girl 
in  exquifite  agony,  tho*  matters  were  not  at 
all  advanced,  during  three  hours  which  had 
elapfed  in  my  abfence. 

Then  it  was  I  thought  of  enquiring,  whe¬ 
ther  or  not  file  had  ever  undergone  the  men- 
ftrual  difcharge ;  when  being  anfwered  in  the 
negative,  I  examined  more  carefully,  and 
found  what  I  had  miftaken  for  the  mem¬ 
branes,  was  no  other  than  the  imperforated 
Hymen  protruded  by  fome  fluid  as  far  as  the 
external  Labia . 

Having,  upon  this  difcovery,  fignified  the 
only  and  certain  means  of  cure  to  the  pa¬ 
tient  and  her  mother,  and  they  confentingto 
the  operation,  I  divided  the  thick,  ftrong  mem¬ 
brane  with  a  knife,  and  evacuated,  as  near  as 
I  can  guefs,  two  quarts  of  thick,  black  blood. 

As 
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As  it  flowed  out,  and  the  great  preflure  was  * 
removed  from  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  the 
urine  was  difcharged,  and  the  poor  girl  faid 

ifhe  found  herfelf  in  heaven. 

.  /  \  v 

She  was  afterward  leized  with  fhiverings 
and  faintings,  for  which  I  prefcribed  cordials 
and  the  bark,  upon  a  prefumption  that  the 
parts,  from  the  long  continued  preflure, 
might  be  difpofed  to  mortification. 

She  recovered  very  faft,  and  was  married 
in  fix  months  after  the  aperture  was  made. 

Ruyfch ,  Tom.  i.  Obfervat.  22.  fays,  he  was 

called  to  a  woman  in  labour,  whofe  Hymen 

was  entire,  and  prevented  the  delivery  of  the 

child,  by  whofe  head  it  was  diflended.  An 

incifion  being  cautioufly  made,  he  perceived 

another  thick  membrane  farther  in  the  Vagi¬ 
ts 

na,  which  being  alfo  opened,  the  woman  was 
delivered. 

Saviard ,  Obferv.  4,  relates  the  cafe  of  a 
young  lady  whofe  Vagina  was  obitruCted  by 
a  membrane,  which  being  cut,  two  pints  of 
ftinking  matter,  of  the  confiftence  of  lees  of 
wine,  were  difcharged. 

He  likewife  gives  ah  inftance  of  the  en¬ 
trance  to  the  Vagina  being  fo  much  contracted 
by  the  indilcreet  ufe  of  aftringents,  that  a 
probe  could  hardly  be  admitted:  but  this 
opening  was  enlarged  upon  a  directory,  fo 
as  to  admit  a  tent  an  inch  and  a  half  in  cir¬ 
cumference* 
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COLLECTION  III. 

j  t 

Of  the  thicknefs  of  the  Uterus  in  time 

of  Deflation. 

In  the  year  1747,  and  the  following  ( Vide 
Vol.  III.  Collection  XXXIX.  Cafe  1  and  2.),  > 
I  had  opportunities  of  opening  two  women 
who  had  arrived  at  their  full  time,  but  died 
of  violent  floodings,  before  any  afliftance 
could  be  procured  to  deliver  them.  The 
membranes  were  ftill  unbroke,  and  both  Uteri 
kept  at  their  full  extent  by  a  large  quantity 
of  water.  When  I  opened  them,  with  intent, 
if  poffible,  to  fave  the  children,  I  found  each 
about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick.  This  is 
likewife  the  ftate  of  the  Uterus  now  in  my 
pofleflion,  taken  from  a  woman  who  died 
in  the  eighth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  beford 
the  membranes  were  broke. 

I  have  allifted  in  opening  feveral  women 
who  died  after  delivery,  in  confequence  of 
exceffive  weaknefs  and  violent  floodings ; 
when  the  Uterus  was  not  much  contracted,  it 
was  not  much  thicker  than  that  I  have  de- 
fcribed;  but,  in  thofe  who  died  a  few  days 
after  delivery,  from  obftruCtions  of  the  Lochia 
and  a  fever,  the  Uterus  was  contracted  to  a 
ifnall  fize,  and  generally  from  one  to  two 
inches  thick ;  I  muft,  however,  except  one 
Vol.  II,  C  acie 
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cafe  of  a  woman  in  1752,  who  feemed  to 
have  been  ieven  or  eight  months  gone  with 
child,  yet  the  Uterus  was  contracted  to  a  fmall 
bulk,  though  when  ftretched,  it  did  not  ex¬ 
ceed  the  eighth  or  tenth  part  of  an  inch  in 
thicknefs  at  the  Fundus .  Vide  Dr.  Garrow’s 
letter,  Colleft.  XIII.  No.  u: 


COL- 
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COLLECTION  IV. 

9 

Of  Obftrudlions  of  the  Catamenia,  the 
immoderate  Flux  of  the  Menses,  and  of 

the  Fluor  Albus. 

*  *  .  ' 

NUMB.  I. 

The  Catamenia  obftrufted. 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1724,  a  gentlewoman  turned 
of  twenty,  who  had  always  enjoyed  good 
health  and  a  regular  difcharge  of  the  Menfes , 
happened,  during  that  evacuation,  to  fall  in¬ 
to  a  river  in  very  cold  weather,  and  was 
obliged  to  ride  a  full  mile  before  fhe  reached 
her  home.  By  this  accident  the  Catamenia 
were  entirely  obftrufled,  and  I  was  called  to 
give  my  advice  and  affiftance.  When  I  arrived 
at  the  place,  fhe  had  been  in  bed  feme  hours, 
and  complained  of  violent  pains  in  her  head 
and  back;  her  p-ulfe  was  quick,  Hie  breathed 
with  difficulty,  and  feemed  a  little  delirious. 
It  was  fome  time  before  I  knew  the  difcharge 
was  upon  her  when  fhe  fell  into  the  water, 
confequently  I  was  ignorant  of  the  obftruc- 
tion.  She  was  immediately  blooded  at  the 
arm,  to  the  quantity  of  twelve  ounces; 

C  2  but. 
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but,  finding  no  relief  from  this  evacuation, 
fhe  loft  eight  ounces  more,  and  fainted  away: 
the  pains,  however,  and  difficulty  of  breathing 
foon  abated,  and  a  profufe  fweat  enfued.  This 
was  encouraged  by  frequent  draughts  of  weak 
white  wine  whey;  the  pulfe  became  more 
calm  and  regular,  the  delirium  gradually 
ceafed,  fhe  enjoyed  a  profound  fleep,  and  next 
morning  feepied  to  be  in  perfect  health. 

I  was  then  informed  of  the  obftrueUon  ; 
and,  underftanding  fine  was  coftive,  pre¬ 
ferred  a  glyfter,  which  had  a  favourable  ope¬ 
ration  :  that  fame  evening  I  directed  her  feet 
to  be  bathed  in  warm  water,  and  defired  fhe 
might  lit  over  the  fteams  of  it,  fo  as  that  the 
vapour  Ihould  foment  her  lower  parts. 

Next  day  fhe  was  gently  purged  with  an  in- 
fufion  of  Sena  and  Manna ;  but  the  difeharge 
did  not  return,  although  fhe  was  perfectly 
eafy  and  free  from  all  complaints,  but  that  of 
being  low-fpirited  from  the  evacuations  fhe 
had  undergone.  I  recommended  warmth, 
gentle  exercife,  and  food  of  eafy  digeftion,  in 
hope,  that,  as  fhe  was  of  an  healthy  confti- 
tution,  nature  would  reftore  the  regularity  of 
the  difeharge.  Nor  was  I  difappointed  in  my 
expectation  :  at  the  end  of  four  weeks,  the 
Menfes  appeared  as  ufual,  fhe  was  in  a  little 
time  married,  and  has  never  fince  had  any 
complaint  of  that  nature. 


It 
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Itwouia  be  equally  tedious  and  unneceflary, 
to  infert  a  number  of  fuch  cafes,  which  have 
happened  in  the  courfe  of  my  pra£tice.  I 
fhall  only  obferve,  that  gentle  evacuations,  ex- 
ercife,  and  low  diet,  generally  remove  thofe 
obftrudlions  in  the  firft  four  or  five  months ; 
and,  unlefs  the  fluids  acquire  a  wrong  turn 
by  fome  other  kind  of  irruption,  fuch  as  a 
difcharge  of  blood  from  the  hemorrhoidal 
veins,  flomach,  lungs,  nofe,  and  fometimes, 
though  very  feldom,  through  the  hairy  fcalp, 
cuticle  of  the  legs,  and  other  parts ;  I  fay, 
except  when  diverted  by  fuch  preternatural 
haemorrhages,  the  Menfes  commonly  return, 
or  elfe  the  patient  is  afflifted  with  thofe  com¬ 
plaints,  which  proceed  from  a  weak  and 
languid  circulation  of  the  fluids.  In  this  cafe, 
the  method  recommended  above  muft  be  al¬ 
tered,  and  the  obftru£lions  removed  by  medi¬ 
cines  that  quicken  the  circulation  of  the  blood  ; 
fuch  as  gentle  emetics,  bitter  and  aromatic 
infufions,  preparations  of  fteel,  chalybeate 
waters,  riding,  and  "nourifhing  diet.  In  a 
word,  when  the  obftru&ion  is  owing  to  ple¬ 
thora,  rigidity,  or  tenfion,  evacuations  are 
proper;  but  when  it  proceeds  from  a  weak 
and  relaxed  habit  of  body,  thofe  things  that 
nourifh  and  ftrengthen  the  conflitution,  are 
moft  efFe£lual.  Great  attention  is  therefore 
required  to  conflder  thefe  different  circum- 

C  3  fiances. 


2*  oiiqRs  IN  MIDWIFERY, 
fiances,  and  experience  to  judge  of  tjie  indi¬ 
cation;  efpecially,  asalmoft  all  the  complaints 
of  unmarried  women,  proceed  from  the  irre¬ 
gularity  of  this  discharge. 

During  my  general  praftice  in  the  country, 
when  my  advice  was  folicited  by  female  pa¬ 
tients,  who  laboured  under  either  an  ob- 
flru6lion,  immoderate  difcharge,  or  irregu¬ 
larity  of  the  Menfes ,  efpecially  if  the  diforder 
was  of  long  continuance,  I  fucceeded  belt  by 
following  the  methods  recommended  by  the 
late  learned  Dr.  Freind .  I  fhall  therefore  in- 
fert  a  fummary  of  his  cafes,  with  regard  to 
the  fymptoms  and  practice;  and  refer  the 
reader  to  his  Emmenologia  for  his  theory  of 
thefe  dillempers. 

CASE  I. 

October  26 ,  1700,  a  young  woman,  eigtu 
teen  years  of  age,  and  till  that  time  free  from 
the  Menfes ,  complained  of  a  (harp  pain  about 
the  loins,  knees,  and  ancles.  She  alfo  la¬ 
boured  under  a  Dyfpncea>  Naufeay  and  grip- 
ingsof  theftomach:  upon  the  lead  flirting, 
there  was  a  palpitation  of  the  heart.  Her 
countenance  was  of  a  florid  colour,  her  pulfe 
weak  and  flow.  Thefe  fymptoms  had  con¬ 
tinued  violent  for  almoft  fix  months.  He 
firft  ordered  the  following  cathartic. 
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R  Calomel  an,  9i.  Refin  Jalap,  gr.  v.  Tartar. 
Vitriolat,  gr.  iv.  m.  f,  pulv.  cap,  mane  in  Con - 
ferv.  Rofar . 

After  the  operation  of  the  above  medicine, 
file  was  ordered  the  following  electuary  and 
infufion. 

R  Conferv.  Abfynth,  Roman.  §iij.  AEthiop.  Min, 
§i.  Chalyb.  cum  Sulphur .  p.  p.  ^ft.  Rad .  Gen¬ 
tian.  Cur  cum.  Pulv .  a  3ii.  Syr.  Garyoph.  q.f. 
m.f.  Eledi.  cap.  q.  n.  m.  ter  in  die ,  hor.  med. 
fuberbib.  Co  chi.  v.  infuf.  feq. 

R  Limat.  Chalyb.  %\.  (5.  infunde  in  Cerevifi 
tenuis  Id  iij.  per  triduum ,  delude  (adde  Rad. 
Gentian,  incif.  3ft.  Rub.  Tindtor.  Curcum.  a 
fumitat.  Abfynth .  vulgar.  Centaur,  minor 
z.  m  i.  Bac.  Junip.  5, ft.  fem.  Cardamom  Min. 
Cubeb.  a  3i.  mi  fee.  fiat  infuf.  per  diem.  In  cola - 
tur*  quolibet  Hauftu  cap.  gt.  xx.  mixtur.  feq. 

R  Sp .  Sal  Armon.  Elix.  p.p.  a  m. 

He  defignedly  omitted  bleeding,  becaufe  of 
the  weaknefs  of  the  patient. 

Odlober  28.  In  the  afternoon  fhe  complain¬ 
ed  lefs  of  her  ftomach,  the  pulfe  was  ftronger, 
and  her  ftrength  much  increafed. 

Odlober  30.  The  Menfes  came  down  of  a 
laudable  colour.  The  pain  of  her  loins  and 
ancles  immediatelv  vanifhed.  The  flux  con- 

■j 

tinued  eight  days,  during  which  fhe  was  for¬ 
bid  the  ufe  of  her  medicines ;  which  being 
however  repeated,  after  another  week,  the 

C  4  Menfes 
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*■  k 

Menfes  flowed  regularly  again  at  the  next 
period,  and  the  patient  entirely  recovered 
her  health, 

».  j  <  •  /  t 


CASE  II. 

Odlober  31,  1700,  a  woman  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  had  not  had  the  Menfes  for  the 
fpace  of  two  years.  Upon  the  detention  of 
which,  fhe  was  feized  with  a  dry  cough,  vio¬ 
lent  Dyfpncea,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  pain 
in  the  head,  a  vertigo,  lofs  of  appetite,  in- 
digeftion  and  inflation  of  the  Promach ;  fome- 
times  a  vomiting,  decay  of  ftrength,  night 
fweats,  a  viciffitude  of  heat  and  cold,  and  a 
trembling;  and  fometimes  the  blood  broke 
forth  at  the  noftrils.  The  pulfe  was  very 
weak. 

He  fays,  the  indications  of  cure  feemed  to 
be  three. 

L  To  reftore  a  good  digeflion  in  the 
ftomach. 

t 

II.  To  increafe  the  impulfe  of  the  blood, 

III.  To  relax  the  uterine  vefiels. 

To  relieve  the  pains  and  decay  of  ftrength, 
he  ordered  the  following  Cardiac. 

R  Sp.  Sal .  Armon.  Linfi.  Croci.  Laud.  Liq.  a  31.  m, 
cap.  gt.  xxx.  fapius  in  quovis  vehiculo. 

By  the  ufe  of  thefe  things,  the  pains  very 
jnuch  abated,  and  her  ftrength  was  recruited. 

November 
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November  2.  She  took  the  cathartic  pre- 
fcribed  in  the  former  cafe;  which  purged 
her  fix  times,  and  eafed  the  Dyfpncea. 

November  3.  She  made  ufe  of  the  electuary 
and  infufion,  defcribed  in  the  former  cafe ; 
not  negledfing  in  the  mean  time  the  cardiac 
mixture.  The  following  emollient  fomenta¬ 
tion  was  applied  to  the  region  of  the  Uterus  to 
relax  the  veiiels. 

\  "*  ■  •  ~  •  #.  k 

R  Rad.  Alth<££.  Lit .  Alb.  a  5ij.  Sem.  Lim\  Fenu - 
gr#c.  a  3iij.  Flor.  Chamameli ,  Aneth.zp.  i.  Ma~ 
joran .  m.  i.  Bulliant  exvin.  &  aq.  part.  <£q.  Li¬ 
quor  fit  pro  fomentation e  bis  in  die  applicand. 

November  8.  The  pulfe  was  fomewhat 
ftronger  *,  *  but  hardly  any  change  in  the 
fymptoms. 

November  1 5.  Nothing  new,  except  that  the 
appetite  feemed  to  return,  and  the  nocturnal 
fweats  vanifhed. 

November  22.  A  whitifh  humour  flowed 
from  the  Uterus ,  which  ceafed  after  five  days* 
He  remarks,  that  there  is  frequent  mention 
among  authors  of  pallid  Menjes. 

December  1.  The  fymptoms,  although  much 
milder,  were  not  however  yet  removed.  The 
following  purge  was  prefcribed. 

R  Pit.  Ruf.  3ft.  Re  fin.  Jalap,  gr.  iij.  01.  Sajfafr . 
gt.  i.  half  Peruv.  q.  f.  m.  f.  Pit.  mediocr . 

1  She  likewife  returned  to  the  ufe  of  the 
<ele£tuary,  infufion  and  mixture;  which 

3  being 
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being  duly  taken,  the  pulfe  grew  ftronger, 
and  her  ftrength  was  recruited. 

December  1 9.  The  Menfes  were  brought 
down  of  a  pretty  red  colour,  which  continued 
for  three  days.  Upon  their  breaking  forth, 
the  fymptoms  were  fo  much  abated,  that  (he 
complained  only  of  fome  fmall  difficulty  in 
her  breathing,  and  pain  of  her  head.  But 
repeating  the  infufion,  her  health,  at  the 
month's  end,  returned  with  the  Catamenia . 

CASE  III. 

October  2,  1702,  a  laundry-maid  of  afan- 
guine  habit,  aged  twenty- four  years,  caught 
cold,  and  by  wafhing  her  legs  in  cold  water, 
in  time  of  the  Menfes ,  they  were  wholly  fup- 
preffed  for  the  fpace  of  one  year ;  yet,  with¬ 
out  any  remarkable  detriment  to  her  health ; 
which  he  imagined  proceeded  from  her  hard 
labour  and  exercife.  But  at  the  year's  end, 
fhe  was  attacked  with  moft  of  the  fymptoms 
as  in  the  lid  cafe ;  only  there  arofe  a  hard  tu¬ 
mor  on  the  Tibia,  for  which  he  ordered  a 
vein  to  be  opened  in  the  arm.  As  that  did 
not  relieve  the  tumor,  he  ordered  a  cathartic, 
and  a  bitter  chalybeate  infufion,  with  the 
emollient  fomentation. 

October  28;  The  purge  was  repeated,  and 
the  tumor  became  milder. 

November 
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November  6.  The  pulfe  increafed  with  the 
ftrength,  and  to  provoke  the  Menfesy  the  Sa- 
phcena  was  opened. 

November  1 1.  The  Menfes  flowed  in  a  fmall 
quantity.  Her  florid  colour  returned  again, 
and  the  tumor  with  the  other  fymptoms  va- 
nifhed. 

He  gives  three  other  cafes  5  the  firft  two 
had  their  complaint  from  the  Menfes  being 
irregular  and  in  too  fmall  a  quantity  -y  but 
the  third  was  that  of  a  married  woman  about 
twenty- five  years  of  age  5  flie  had  a  decreafe 
of  her  Mejjfes  for  almoft  a  year,  but  a  total 
fuppreffion  of  the  three  laff  periods.  All  thele 
he  treated  according  to  their  different  com¬ 
plaints,  but  brought  them  regular,  princi¬ 
pally  by  the  ufe  of  chalybeate  medicines. 

I  have  had  many  patients,  who,  in  ob- 
ftruftions  of  the  Menfes ,  if  they  were  attacked 
with  difcharges  from  other  parts  of  the  body 
of  different  kinds,  either  periodically  or  con¬ 
tinued,  have  fruftrated  all  attempts  to  bring 
back  the  Catamenia ,  and  prevented  conception. 
If  the  difcharges  were  from  the  lungs,  fto- 
mach  and  other  vifcera,  they  frequently  proved 
fatal  to  the  patients :  if  from  the  external 
parts,  as  haemorrhages  from  the  nofe,  hairy 
•  fcalp,  legs,  or  iflues  in  different  parts,  al¬ 
though  they  partly  prevented  the  removal  of 
the  obftru&ion,  yet  they  keep  the  patients  in 

a  tole- 
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a  tolerable  ftate  of  health.  Sckenckius ,  in  his 
Obfervationum  Medicinalium ,  Lib.  4.  De  Con¬ 
cept  ion  e,  p.  613.  gives  feveral  cafes  from  dif¬ 
ferent  authors,  of  fome  women  who  con¬ 
ceived  before  they  had  the  Menfes ,  others 
who  bore  feveral  children,  and  never  had  any 
fuch  difcharge, 

Mr.  Pearce,  in  the  Bath  Memoirs,  chap, 
xix.  from  pag.  187,  to  pag.  190,  gives  four 
cafes  of  girls  labouring  under  the  Chiorofis  or 
green-ficknefs,  who,  after  trying  many  me¬ 
dicines  in  vain,  were  cured  by  drinking  the 
Bath  waters,  and  frequently  bathing  in  them. 

Vide  Hildani ,  Cent.  5.  Obfervat.  41. 

NUMBER  II.  CASE  I. 

Immoderate  flux  of  the  Catamenia. 

In  the  year  1732,  I  was  called  to  a  young 
woman  about  the  age  of  eighteen,  who  was 
very  much  weakened  by  an  immoderate  dif¬ 
charge  of  the  Menfes .  She  had  been  of  an 
healthy  conftitution,  and  regular  in  her 
monthly  evacuations  for  the  fpace  of  a  whole 
year ;  but  about  fix  months  before  I  faw  her, 
fhe  was,  in  time  of  the  difcharge,  overheated 
with  dancing,  in  confequence  of  which,  the 
Menfes  flowed  to  fuch  a  quantity  as  threw  her 
into  fainting  fits,  fo  that  fhe  was  obliged  to 
be  carried  home  and  put  to  bed,  where  fhe 

was 
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was  fupported  by  a  nourifhing  diet,  and  in 
ten  days  was  free  of  the  difcharge.  Yet,  every 
three  weeks  after  this  period,  fhe  was  attacked 
in  the  fame  manner,  though  in  a  lefs  violent  . 
degree,  and  continued  ill  about  the  fame 
fpace  of  time.  By  this  excefs  of  evacuation, 
fhe  was  reduced  from  a  healthy  conftitution 
and  florid  complexion,  to  a  weak  habit  of 
body  and  pale  vifage  $  and,  when  I  was  call¬ 
ed,  actually  lay  in  a  fwoon,  occafioned  by  the  , 
great  difcharge,  and  her  pulfe,  which  at  any 
time  was  low,  I  could  now  hardly  feel.  As 
foon  as  fhe  could  fwallow,  fhe  took  a  draught 
of  wine  and  water,  in  which  fifteen  drops  of 
Liquid  Laudanum  were  diluted  $  then  fhe  was 
put  to  bed,  and  in  half  an  hour,  the  violence 
of  the  difcharge  was  confiderably  abated  5 
when  I  introduced  into  the  Vagina  a  bit 
of  fpunge,  dipt  in  a  folution  of-  alum, 
wine  and  water.  Having  confidered  the  cafe 
during  this  period,  I  directed  her  to  take  two 
fpoonfuls  of  the  following  prefcription,  as 
often  as  the  violence  of  the  difcharge  fhould 
return. 

R  Infufio  Rof.  rub .  §vi.  Elix ,  Vitriol.  Laud,  liquid . 
a  gut.  xv.  m . 

I  like  wife  directed  the  fpunge  to  be  con¬ 
tinued,  and  frequently  moiftened  with  this 
deco&ion. 
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R  Cort.  Granat.  Querc.  Flor.  Balauft .  Rof,  rub.  a 
3ij.  c o quant ur  in  aq.fontan.  ad^v i.  in  colatura 
fofoe  Alum .  3B.  et  adde  Vin .  gij. 

Next  day  (he  was  much  eafier,  the  dis¬ 
charge  being  diminilhed  and  of  a  pale  colour. 
For  drink,  1  prefcribed  chicken  broth,  in 
which  rice  had  been  boiled,  with  affes  milk, 
to  be  taken  morning  and  evening*  for  diet, 
veal,  chicken,  bread-pudding,  made  with 
whites  of  eggs;  and  for  change  of  drink, 
barley-water,  in  which  gum  arabic  was  dif- 
folved,  and  water-gruel  with  eggs,  in  the 
manner  of  egg  caudle.  Though  fhe  recover¬ 
ed  her  ftrength  by  this  method,  the  difcharge 
returned  at  the  end  of  the  three  weeks,  but 
not  in  fuch  quantity,  nor  for  fuch  a  length 
of  time.  I  dire£led  her  to  ufe  the  fame  regi¬ 
men  with  moderate  exercife,  and  after  two  or 
three  periodical  evacuations  of  the  fame  kind, 
fhe  perfectly  recovered  her  health  and  bloom. 

The  fame  method  I  have  fuccefsfully  ufed 
with  a  great  number  of  patients,  both  mar¬ 
ried  and  unmarried,  only  varying  the  medi¬ 
cines  and  the  diet,  according  to  the  violence 
of  the  difeafe  and  conftitution  of  the  patient ; 
and  occafionally  prefcribing  the  Cort .  Peru¬ 
vian,  Pilul.  Gummos.  Spaw ,  Bath  and  Brijlol 
waters,  the  two  lafl:  kinds  efpecially,  to  be 
drank  at  the  Wells. 
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Thofe  who  are  much  weakened  by  flood¬ 
ings  in  mifcarriages,  or  even  in  delivery,  had 
fometimes,  for  two  or  three  periods  after, 
very  large  difcharges,  and  were  relieved  by 
the  means  fpecified  above. 

What  follows,  concerning  the  immoderate 
flux  of  the  Menfes ,  is  copied  from  Dr. 
Dale’s  Tranflation  of  Freind. 

CASE  I. 

i 

February  i.  1702.  A  certain  woman,  after 
a  lying-in,  was  feized  with  an  immoderate 
flux  of  the  Menfes ,  which  continued  for  fix 
years  5  in  the  laft  two  years,  the  blood  flowed 
almoft  daily,  concreted  fometimes  into  Gru- 
mi  of  the  bignefs  of  an  egg.  She  laboured 
under  a  very  great  weaknefs  and  drought, 
and  was  alfo  fometimes  feverifti.  A  violent 
and  continued  pain  in  the  Abdomen  and  re¬ 
gion  of  the  Uterus .  She  was  feized  with  an 
anxiety  at  her  heart,  and  fometimes  alfo  with 
a  fyncope.  The  pulfe  fcarce  perceptible. 
The  intention  of  the  cure  feemed  to  be,  after 
the  ftoppage  of  the  flux,  to  reftore  the 
ftrength,  which  was  extremely  much  decay¬ 
ed.  But  in  checking  the  flux,  fince  I  thought 
proper  to  abftain  from  repellents,  becaufe 
their  ufe  feemed  to  be  forbid,  by  the  ftrength 

being 
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being  fo  excdTively  weak,  I  trufted  wholly  to 
aftringents,  and  them  I  ordered  as  well  in¬ 
ternally  as  externally. 

R  Cortic .  Granat.  3ft.  Rad .  Torment  ill.  ^i.  Ftor . 
Rof.  Ruhr.  Balauftior.  a  m.  i.  Coq.  in  Aq.  Fer- 
rar .  Lib.  III.  ^  Confumpt.  Lib.  I,  Colaiura  fit 
pro  fomentations^  bis  in  die  parti  affeft#  tepide 
applicand . 

For  her  common  drink  (lie  ufed  the  De- 
coff.  Alb.  in  Lib.  II.  whereof  were  boiled  Cin¬ 
namon  -ij. 

Internally  was  applied  the  LinB.  Anti - 
phthifica ,  fo  much  commended  by  Etmuller> 
drawn  from  Sacchar .  Satur .  et  Vitriolum  Mar - 
/A,  with  Vint.  Of  the  tindure,  (he 
took  twenty  drops  in  Aq.  Plantag.  feveral 
times  a  day.  When  her  pain  or  watching 
was  troublefome,  fhe  took  twenty  drops  of 
Laud.  liq.  Feb ,  3.  The  flux  was  flayed; 
and  left  it  might  poflibly  return,  the  fomen¬ 
tation  was  repeated  daily  to  February  the  6th. 
But  the  flux  being  thus  reftrained,  the  pain 
and  weaknefs  feemed  now  to  be  regarded.  I 
took  therefore  from  the  dietetic  medicine, 
broths,  and  good  nourilhing  foods ;  from  the 
pharmaceutic,  the  following  mixture: 

R  Finff.  Croc.  Laudan .  Liq.  Sydenh.  a  gij.  Cain* 
phor .  in  Sp.  Vini  Dijfolut.  fi.  m.  cap .  gut < 
xxx.  Sexies  in  Die  in  Aqua  Cinnam.  fort,  et 
Herd,  a  p.  a. 

with 
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with  which  her  flrength  was  very  much  re¬ 
paired  and  her  pain  abated.  Feb ,  8.  A  fort 
of  membranous  pouch  hung  down  from  the 
Labia  Fudendi ,  which  yet  adhered  fo  firmly 
towards  the  Uterus  that  it  could  not  be  extract¬ 
ed  from  the  Vagina .  It  had  alfo  a  very  ill 
fmell ;  and  indeed  at  firft  fight,  the  inner 
coat  of  the  Vagina  feemed  to  be  fallen  down ; 
for  I  the  lefs  fufpeCted  it  to  be  any  remains 
of  the  Placenta ,  becaufe  the  woman  denied 
that  fhe  had  been  brought  -to  bed  for  fix 
years.  But  when,  upon  confidering  the  ftink 
and  the  pain,  I  began  to  entertain  fome  fuf- 
picion  of  a  Placenta ,  I  thought  it  proper  to 

examine  into  the  matter  a  little  more  narrow- 

\ 

ly  j  and  therefore  inquired  of  the  woman, 
whether  fhe  had  not  mifcarried  fince  that  ly¬ 
ing  in  :  She  con  felled  fhe  had  been  with 
child  about  two  years  fince,  and  that  being 
terribly  frightened,  as  fhe  returned  home  in 
the  night-time  through  the  ftreets,  fhe  had 
mifcarried  by  the  way  ;  but  that  after  fhe 
was  returned  home,  fhe  fent  for  no  midwife 
to  examine,  whether  any  thing  was  left  in 
the  Uterus  or  not.  From  that  time  alfo  the 
pain  took  its  rife.  The  difeafe  having  been 
thus  enquired  into,  the  indication  feemed  to 
be  this ;  namely,  to  reftore  the  force  of  the 
Uterus  and  abdominal  mufcles,  fo  that  it 
might  expel  ariy  remains  of  the  Placenta ; 

Vol,  II.  D  and, 
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and,  becaufe  the  mixture  which  was  ordered 
her  conduced  very  much  to  this  end,  (he  took 
forty  drops  of  it  feveral  times  in  a  day,  by 
which  medicine  her  fpirits  were  fo  recruited, 
that,  Feb.  10,  fome  part  of  the  Placenta  was 
thrown  forth,  not  only  of  a  very  ftrong  frhell, 
but  plainly  putrid.  Feb .  n.  Another  por¬ 
tion  was  alfo  thrown  forth,  of  the  fame  ill 
/cent.  From  that  time  there  were  no  marks 
of  that  membranous  fubftance  within  the  Va¬ 
gina  :  In  like  manner  alfo  was  the  whole  pain 
immediately  allayed.  Feb .  13.  She  fo  far  re¬ 
covered  her  ftrength,  as  to  be  able  now  to  fit 
np  for  fome  hours,  after  having  been  con¬ 
fined  to  her  bed  almoft  a  month.  She  made 
no  complaint  of  any  thing  but  her  weaknefs 
and  lofs  of  appetite.  She  took  daily  of  her 
mixture,  from  which  (he  found  very  great 
relief.  Feb .  17.  The  flux  returned;  which  I 
was  unwilling  to  check,  becaufe  1  found  it 
very  moderate,  and  attended  with  no  ill 
fymptoms;  for  it  appeared  to  be  the  natural 
and  ordinary  evacuation  of  the  MenJ'es : 
which  was  therefore  ended  on  the  fourth  day. 
Feb .  23.  That  I  might  further  provide  for 
her  flrength,  the  following  things  were  pre- 
fcribed, 

R  FinH*  Cor  tic.  Fenrj ,  in  ( Vin .  alb.  lb.  i.  &.) 

Finn.  Crcci  Spec.  Liamb.  a  3b.  m.  cap*  Cocb.  6 

Ur  in  die . 
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Feb .  25.  Her  appetite  was  reftored.  No¬ 
thing  was  wanting  to  complete  her  health  but 
ftrength;  which,  however,  upon  twice  repeat¬ 
ing  the  decodtion,  was  alfo  happily  renewed. 

CASE  II. 

Sept.  10,  1701.  A  woman  of  a  full  habit, 
and  who  had  been  ufed  to  have  too  great  a 
difcharge  of  the  Menfes ,  fell  into  an  immode¬ 
rate  flux  from  exceflive  exercife,  fo  that  the 
Menfes  came  down  in  a  large  quantity;  at  firft 
indeed,  for  fix  days,  and  afterwards  for  twelve. 

When  (he  had  laboured  under  this  indif- 
pofition  the  whole  fummer,  her  ftrength  was 
very  much  caft  down ;  (he  was  often  feized 
with  a  Syncope  and  Spafm ;  her  feet  fwelled. 
her  countenance  almoft  hippocratic ;  the 
blood  being  very  thin,  did  not  flow  guttatim , 
but,  as  it  were,  in  a  continued  ftream. 
When  I  firft  vifited  her,  the  flux  had  conti¬ 
nued  four  days. 

The  indication,  therefore,  of  the  diftem- 
per  required,  that  the  flux  fhould  be  imme¬ 
diately  flopped.  That  this  might  be  effected, 
the  fame  fomentation  was  applied  as  is  de- 
fcribed  in  the  firft  cafe. 

At  the  hour  of  reft,  fhe  took  the  following 
hypnotic. 

R  Trocbi/c.  Gordon.  3ft  Laudan .  Lond.  gr.  ii.  Mu* 
cilag .  Gum .  Arab,  q.f  exigu a.  Cap.  3. 

D  2  By 
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By  the  ufe  of  thefe  fhe  flept  very  quietly. 

Sept .  ii.  The  Meizjes  ftill  flowing,  this 
electuary  was  prefcribed. 

R  Conferv .  Rtf/!  %i.  £<?/.  yfrw.  Cn?f.  Mart, 

ajiring.  a  3b  Majiich,  Ter,  Japan,  a  9ii.  «S/w. 
Diatr.  Santal ,  9iv.  Syr.  £  Symphyt,  q.f  m.f, 
Elebi.  cap .  q,  N.  M,  \ta  quaque  horay  fuperb • 
5.  Jalap,  feq. 

R  Aq.  fperm.  Ranar,  Plantagin.  Cinnam .  Hord .  a 
Ibft.  Syr.  £  Coral,  q.  f  m.f,  Julap.  cap.  etiam 
ter  in  die  Spir,  Vitriol .  gt.  xl.  inquovis  vehiculo. 

Repet,  Foment,  et  Pilul,  prefer ipt. 

Sept.  13.  The  flux  ftill  continued,  although 
only  guttatim ;  which  yet  upon  her  duly  tak¬ 
ing  the  medicines,  on  15.  wholly  ceafed. 

Now,  therefore,  the  whole  method  of  cure 
feemed  to  turn  upon  this  point,  namely,  to 
ftrengthen  the  veflels,  and  prevent  the  rare- 
fa6tion  of  the  blood.  To  anfwerthe  firft 
intention,  the  fomentation  was  every  day  re¬ 
peated  ;  the  ufe  of  glutinants  and  balfamics 
feemed  fufficient  for  the  fecond :  aftringents 
being  therefore  fet  afide,  the  following  method 
was  purfued. 

R  Deco  tl.  Alb.  Ibii.  Aq.  Cinnamon.  Hord.  §iii.  Saccb. 
Alb.  q.f.  m.  cop .  §iv.  quater  in  die. 

R  Balf.  Capiv.  Polychreft .  a  31L  cap.  gt.  xxv.  bora 

■  decubitus  in  Conferv.  Rofar.  Ruhr. 

Upon  the  taking  of  thele  remedies  after  the 
interval  of  almoft  three  weeks,  Obi.  5.  the 
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Menfes  returned,  and  continued  fo  for  fix 
days.  But  the  laft  prefcriptions  being  re¬ 
peated,  the  next  period,  the  flux  was  termi¬ 
nated  the  fourth  day;  which  flopping  hi¬ 
therto  within  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  the  wo¬ 
man  was  thereupon  perfedtly  recovered. 

CASE  III. 

May  21,  1703.  A  woman  thirty-fix  years 
old,  after  a  mifcarriage,  had  a  flux  of  the 
Metifes  during  fourteen  days,  for  three  pe¬ 
riods  ;  afterwards,  for  almoft  three  months 
they  came  down  daily.  By  which  flux  fhe 
was  fo  weakened,  that  fhe  could  by  no  means 
walk,  and  but  fcarce  Hand.  She  drew  her 
breath  with  fo  much  difficulty,  that  fhe  was 
in  danger  of  being  fuffocated.  She  was 
feized  fometimes  with  a  Syncope,  and  fome- 
times  with  a  hyfleric  fit ;  fo  that  file  lay  for 
an  hour  or  two,  as  if  fhe  was  dead.  The 
fame  pale  colour  and  leannefs  as  in  confump- 
five  perfons :  the  pulfe  weak  and  inter¬ 
mitting. 

The  indication  of  cure  feemed  to  regard, 
firft,  the  floppage  of  the  flux,  and  then  the 
refloring  of  the  ftrength.  The  fomentation 
was  therefore  made  ufe  of,  which  is  defcribed 
in  the  firft  cafe;  which  indeed  I  generally 
found  to  be  efficacious.  Inwardly  fhe  took 
twenty  drops  of  fpirit  Sal.  dale,  in  DecoEl. 

D  3  "Tor - 
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Lormentill.  four  times  a  day,  May  25.  The 
flux  fomething  abated,  although  it  broke  out 
again  every  day.  The  following  emulfion 
was  ordered,  in  the  room  of  her  common 
drink. 

R,  Amygd .  Dale,  excorticat.  J i.fem .  iv.  frig.  Maj . 
a  gii.  quibus  in  Mortario  contufis  affund.  aq. 
Hord.  Km.  Colatur<e  add.  Sal.  Prunell.  311.  Syr . 
Althce  q.f.  m. 

May  30.  The  flux  was  flayed ;  however 
it  broke  forth  again  the  next  day  in  the  even¬ 
ing.  But  by  the  continual  ufe  of  the  reme¬ 
dies  preferibed,  the  flux  was  fo  regulated,  that 
from  "June  the  3d  to  the  9th  it  was  wholly 
flopped ;  afterwards,  at  the  month’s  end,  it 
returned  at  the  ufual  periods.  The  flux  be¬ 
ing  therefore  reftrained,  and  the  canals  fuffi- 
ciently  clofed  up,  the  other  indication  was 
purfued  after  this  manner, 

R  Cert ,  Peruv.  §i.  Rad .  Zedoar .  Jfl.  Cochinell.  3d. 
Digerantur  cum  Vin.  Alb.  IBii.  tepide  per  tri - 
duum.  Liquor  is  filtrati  cap.  ter  in  die  jii.  in 
quolibet  hauftu  injlittentur  Lin 51.  Serpent.  Virg . 
gt.  xx. 

at  night,  becaufe  fhe  was  often  fleeplefs,  and 
fometimes  alfo  hyftericj  fhe  took  the  follow¬ 
ing  paregoric  pills : 

R  Galban.  col.  %\.fpec.  Diambr.  Cajlor.  Camphor. 
a  9  ft.  Laudan.  Lond.  9i.  m.  f.  Pil.  xx.  cap.  2. 
ante  de c libitum  fuperb.  Lined,  prefer  ipt.  Coch.  4, 

Let 
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Let  her  diet  confift  of  very  nourifhing  food. 

July  19.  Her  ftomach,  which  had  been 
hitherto  difordered,  was  much  ftrengthened; 
and  her  ftrength  alfo  fomewhat  confirmed. 
At  the  beginning  of  Augufly  the  woman,  by 
following  the  method  prefcribed,  was  per¬ 
fectly  recovered. 

Foreflus  de  Mulierum  Morbis,  Lib.  XX VIII. 
has  nine  obfervations  on  the  too  great  flux  of 
the  Menfes . 

Vide  Zacut .  Lufitan .  Tom.  I.  Lib.  III.  p. 
479,  and  Tom.  II.  Lib.  III.  p.  487. 

Vide  Mr.  Stead' s  cafe  in  the  following 
Number. 

NUMB.  III. 

Of  the  Fluor  Aleus. 

As  Hoffman  has  treated  largely  on  the 
Fluor  Albusy  I  have  inferted  an  abridgment 
of  the  following  cafes  from  that  part  of  his 
works,  where  he  treats  De  cachexia  uterina> 
five  fiuore  albo . 

OBSERVATION  II. 

In  a  woman  about  thirty  years  ot  age,  of  a 
tender  conftitution,  living  near  the  fea,  a  fe- 
dentary  life,  and  on  a  diet  of  difficult  digef- 
tion,  as  fea  fifh,  efpecially  oyfters,  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  Menfes  had  for  a  year  been  irre- 
gialar-and  in  fmall  quantities  j  fhe  was  much 

D  4  afflicted 
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afflicted  with  the,  Fluor  Albus ;  her  counter 
nance  began  to  turn  pale,  with  great  laflitude 
both  of  body  and  mind.  He  firft  ordered  a 
vomit  of  Rad.  Ipecacuanha  Rartari  Vitrioli 
3ft.  to  be  taken  twice  a  week ;  after  that  to 
take,  once  a  week,  a  dofe  of  opening  pills, 
which  were  compofed  of  fome  bitter  extracts, 
gums  and  rhubarb,  and  in  the  intermediate 
days,  three  or  four  ounces  every  morning  of 
the  following  ftomachic  wine. 

R  Rad .  Zedoar..  Calami  aromat.  Enul #  a 
Herb.  Abfynth.  Rorifmarin.  Marub.  alb.  menth<e9 
falvi^i  Centaur,  minor,  a  m.  j.  Baccar .  Jump .  %\. 
infundantur  in  Vini  Canarienfis  menfura  una  & 
dimidi  a.  Coletur  ufus  tempore  &  per  menfum 
h<ec  cur  a  continuetur . 

He  advifed  her  alfo  to  take  frequent  and 
moderate  exercife,  to  eat  things  of  eafy  di- 
geftion,  and  fliun  the  contrary.  By  this 
method,  he  cured  many,  where  the  difeafe 
proceeded  from  a  bad  digeftion,  and  not  of 
long  {landing,  or  had  not  degenerated  into  a 
bad  habit  of  body. 

OBSERVATION  III. 

v  *  :  V  <■  *  <  ■  i  ^ 

A  woman  part  thirty,  of  a  lean  habit,  for 
more  than  a  year  after  file  had  mifcarried 
three  times,  was  taken  with  a  troublefome 
Fluor  Albus ,  the  Menfes  were  irregular,  and 
fometimes,  in  a  large  quantity.  He  ordered 
her  fome  of  his  opening  balfamic  pills,  to  be 

’  1  *  taken 
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taken  for  three  nights,  and  each  morning 
about  three  ounces  of  aperient  wine.  The 
fame  day  he  ordered  her  a  bath  made  with 
{oft  water  and  ftrengthening  herbs,  with  a 
bag  of  the  fame  herbs  applied  over  the  region 
of  the  groins.  After  the  intermiflion  of  three 
days,  the  fame  things  were  again  adminiftered 
for  three  more,  and  repeated  in  the  fame 
manner  a  third  time,  with  frefh  herbs  each 
time.  Then  he  ordered  the  Uterus  to  be  fu- 

r  . 

migated  with  frankincenfe,  maftich  and  am¬ 
ber  $  and  the  patient  to  live  regular.  By 
which  method,  not  only  the  bowels,  but  alfo 
the  Uterus  was  purged  of  a  large  quantity 
pf  humours. 

By  the  fame  treatment,  he  recovered  many 
others  under  the  fame  complaint,  as  well  as 
the  above  patient.  He  further  obferves,  that 
it  is  not  only  neceffary  to  purge  the  body  of 
vicious  ferous  fluid,  but  alfo  to  ftrengthen 
the  relaxed  Uterus ,  which  is  too  much  loaded 
with  vifcid  humours,  by  the  ufe  of  the  above 
baths,  made  more  efficacious  with  nervous 
and  aromatic  herbs.  And  becaufe  for  the 
moft  part,  this  dil'order  is  the  occafion  of 
barrennefs,  the  above  method  is  the  moft 
probable  to  remove  the  fame. 

Vol.  III.  p.  356.  Obf  V.  A  young  wo¬ 
man  twenty  years  of  age,  of  a  delicate  confu¬ 
tation,  and  who  indulged  in  a  fedentary  life, 

after 
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after  a  difficult  labour,  in  which  the  Placenta 
was  pulled  away  with  a  great  deal  of  force, 
was  feized  with  an  acute  pain.  The  Lochia 
afterwards  did  not  flow  fo  freely  as  they 
ought.  Ever  fince  fhe  laboured  under  a 
Fluor  Albusy  which  increafed  fo  much  as  to 
weaken  her  vaftly;  fhe  was  more  and  more 
emaciated  every  day,  and  her  legs  began 
to  fwell.  He  obferves,  that  he  had  frequently 
found  in  practice  fuch  violent  treatment  was 
theoccafion  of  the  like  complaints. 

She  was  prefcribed  fome  balfamic  and  ni¬ 
trous  medicines,  and  ordered  to  drink  with 
her  vidtuals  a  decoftion  of  maftich,  with 
fome  cinnamon  and  wine  mixed  with  it. 
The  par ts  were  likewiie  fumigated  with  fan- 
daric,  maftich,  benzoin  and  cinnabar,  and 
fomentations  of  nervous  medicines  boiled  in 
wine  often  applied  to  the  inguinal  region. 
This  method,  with  an  exadt  regimen  of  diet, 
had  the  defired  effedt. 

From  Mr.  Pearce’s  Bath  Memoirs,  p.  219. 

A  married  woman,  aged  thirty-feven  years, 
having  for  a  long  time  laboured  under  the 
Fluor  Albus ,  which  at  firft  was  only  white, 
afterwards  yellow,  then  greenilh,  after  that 
dulkifh  towards  a  black,  and  then  interfperfed 
with  red,  was  cured  by  fometime  bathing  in  the 
Bath  waters,  drinking  them,  and  taking  fome 
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gentle  balfamic  aftringents  along  with  them, 
while  at  the  fame  time,  fhe  threw  up  into 
the  Uterus  fome  of  thefe  waters  with  fome  Mel 
rofarum .  In  this  feftion,  there  are  other 
three  cafes  of  women,  cured  by  drinking 
thefe  waters  and  bathing. 

Vide  Foreftum  de  Mulierum  Morbis ,  Lib. 
XXVIII.  where  he  gives  five  cafes  on  the  Fluor 
Albus . 

Vide  Boneti  Sepulchrenum  de  jluore  Muliebri , 

Lib.  III.  Sed.  36. 

A  Cafe  from  Mr.  Stead,  of  Guys  Hofpital. 

A  girl  of  a  florid  complexion,  and  eleven 
years  of  age,  about  three  years  and  a  half 
ago,  had  her  Meriflrua  come  dov\  n  in  a  fmall 
quantity,  of  a  proper  red  colour,  and  which 
continued  upon  her  feveral  fucceeding  weeks ; 
then  flopped,  and  returned  afterwards  in  a 
regular  manner,  once  a  month,  till  within 
thefe  three  weeks  lafl  paft,  during  the  great- 
eft  part  of  which  time  fhe  has  had  a  flood¬ 
ing.  Two  or  three  days  after  the  firft  flop 
of  the  Menfes ,  it  was  difcovered  fhe  had  the 
whites,  and  has  been  fubjefl  thereto  ever 
fince;  the  colour  is  white,  has  of  late  been 
thin,  and  fo  fharp,  as  to  excoriate  the  parts 
intra  Labia .  She  was  fufpefted  to  be  clap¬ 
ped;  but  both  fhe  and  her  mother  folemnly 
declare,  no  man  had  ever  touched  her ;  and 

this 
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this  was  confirmed  by  the  extreme  narrow-, 
nefs  of  the  mouth  of  the  Vagina.  No  parti¬ 
cular  caufe  of  this  early  appearance  of  the 
Menfes  could  be  found  out;  unlefs  thefe  be 
admitted,  that  (he  had  at  that  time  a  violent 
fit  of  crying,  and  might,  perhaps,  have  been 
weakened,  and  received  a  wrench  in  the 
'  ioins,  by  having  been  compelled  to  carry 
large  heavy  children  in  her  arms.  Sometime 
before,  and  after  her  admiffion  into  the  ho- 
fpital,  (lie  had  fuch  a  conftant  uneafinefs,  fmart- 
ing  pain*  and  fenfe  of  bearing  down  about  the 
Vagina  and  privities,  that  (he  could  not  walk 
or  lie  in  bed,  except  crofs-legged,  which  po- 
fition  of  the  parts  were  tolerably  eafy  to  her. 
She  complains  of  great  weaknefs  acrofs  the 
-  loins,  and  has  an  almoft  unextinguifhablc 
third,  and  is  regular  in  (fools.  In  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  the  phyfician  direfted  as  follows. 

R  Gum.  Qliban.  3S.  mellis  q.  f  folut.  adde  Aq • 
Laff.  Alex .  316.  Mirabil.  Syr.  Balf.  a  gij.  /. 
Haujl.  omni  no  tie  et  mane  fumend.  et.  R  Dec  oil. 
e  Cort.  Peruv .  Jij.  Elix.  Vitriol,  gr.  xx./. 
Haujl.  quotidie  Flora  xma  matutina  et  wta  vefi 
per  tin  a  capiend. 

After  the  ufe  of  which,  between  two  and 
three  weeks,  (he  being  rather  coftive,  a  gen¬ 
tle  purge  was  judged  neceflary ;  as 

R  Infuf.  Sen.  jifi.  Mann .  ^vi.  A.  Mirab.  Jij*  f* 
Haujl.  pro  re  nata  ajfimendus. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  agreed  perfectly  well  with  her,  the 
Menjium  profliroium  was  foon  ft  opt  by  the 
aftringents,  and  the  external  forenefs  remo¬ 
ved  by  fomenting  the  parts  night  and  morn¬ 
ing  with  warm  milk,  and  afterwards  gently 
anointing  them  with  fome  of  this  liniment. 

R  01.  Ahnygd.  dulc .  ji.  Sperm.  Ceti  3ifi.  Cera  alb . 
m.f.  Liniment um. 

Little  or  no  check  was  however  given  to 
the  whites  by  two  months  ufe  of  the  internals, 
and  thereupon  they  were  at  that  time  left  off 
for  thefe  pills : 

R  Pit.  ex  duobus  gr.  xii.  Calomel,  ppt.  gr.  iv.  /. 
Pil .  ij.  bis  in  feptimana  cum  levi  regimine  ca- 
piend. 

Bi'Terebinth.  Venet.  31J.  Pulv.  Glycyrrh.  q.f.f.  Pil. 
mediocr .  quarum  capiantur  quatuor  ter  de  die  in 
quovis  vehiculo. 

The  purging  pills  operated  moderately, 
and  together  with  the  others,  were  perfifted 
in  about  eight  weeks,  the  flux  gradually  aba¬ 
ting  thereby,  except  for  the  laft  three  weeks, 
during  which  it  feemed  to  be  at  a  ftand,  and 
was  fo  confiderable  as  to  induce  the  phyfician 
to  endeavour  to  put  a  total  ftop  to  it;  which 
he  attempted  and  fucceeded  in  by  five  weeks 
repetition  of  the  Glibanuin  draught  as  direct¬ 
ed  above,  and  file  was  accordingly  prefented 
out  well. 

It  would  be  unnecefiary  to  infert  more  cafes 
of  this  complaint ;  though  it  may  be  ufeful 

to 
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to  make  fome  general  remarks  of  the  methods 
which  I  have  found  fuccefsful  in  pra£tice. 

I  have  found  this  difcharge  beneficial  to 
thofe  who  were  obftrufted  or  irregular  in 
their  Menfcs j  but  this  benefit  was  more  or 
lefs,  according  to  the  quantity  of  the  evacu¬ 
ation  :  and  the  Fluor  Albus  is  diminiflied  by 
all  thofe  methods  that  are  ufed  in  removing 
obftru&ions. 

Indeed,  where  this  complaint  was  owing 
to  a  weak  and  lax  habit  of  body,  I  have 
found  it  relieved  by  the  method  of  cure  recom¬ 
mended  in  the  immoderate  flux  of  the  Cata¬ 
menia-,  and  although  I  have  generally  fucceed- 
ed  in  both  cafes,  I  have  met  with  fome  pati¬ 
ents,  who,  from  the  long  continuance  of  the 
difeafe,  could  not  be  radically  cured. 

I  have  had  feveral  patients  where  this  dif¬ 
charge  diminifhed,  on  the  cefl'ation  of  the 
MenJ'es  about  the  age  of  45  or  50,  and  in  a 
few  years  afterwards,  entirely  ftopt  of  itfelf.* 
Some  of  them  for  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  years, 
from  the  tumefaction,  excoriation  and  fore- 
nefs  of  the  parts,  could  not,  till  after  the 
above  ceflation,  converfe  with  their  hufbands. 
Vide  Vol.  I.  Book  I.  Ch.  III.  Seft.  1. 


C  O  L 
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COLLECTION  V. 

Of  labour,  without  any  previous  fenfible  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  child,  and  extra-uterine  Foe- 
tufes.  VideV ol.  I.  Lib.  I.  Chap.  III.  Se<5h 
2  and  3. 

NUMB.  I. 

Labour  without  the  motion  of  the  Foetus. 

In  the  year  1728,  a  woman  turned  of 
thirty,  after  having  bore  three  children,  in¬ 
clining  to  be  corpulent,  found  the  Menfes  ob- 
ftru&ed;  but,  far  from  afcribing  this  ob- 
llrudtion  to  the  true  caufe,  imagined  it  was 
the  confequence  of  her  growing  fat,  efpecially 
as  (he  had  never  felt  any  thing  like  the 
motion  of  a  child.  In  this  way  fhe  continued 
till  the  feventh  month,  when  I  was  confulted 
about  removing  the  obftrudtion,  though  fhe 
would  not  allow  me  to  examine  in  the  proper 
manner.  Finding  her  in  good  health,  though 
fully  perfuaded  that  her  bignefs  was  either  ow¬ 
ing  to  corpulency  ora  dropfy,  and  bent  upon 
having  the  obftruftion  removed,  I  prefcribed 
foftie  gentle  opening  medicines,  as  fhe  was  na¬ 
turally  coftive.  I  was  again  confulted  in  the 
eighth  or  ninth  month,  when  fhe  hill  declared 
that  file  felt  no  motion;  and  obftinately  adher¬ 
ed  to  her  former  opinion.  At  laft,  however,  I 

was 
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was  called  to  relieve  her  in  a  fuppofed  fit  of 
the  cholic,  and  reached  the  place  of  her 
abode,  juft  time  enough  to  receive  the  child, 
though  (he  would  not  be  perfuaded  of  her 
real  fituation,  until  fhe  actually  heard  it  cry, 
becaufe  fhe  had  never  felt  it  ftir,  either  before, 
or  in  time  of  the  labour  pains.  I  have  deli¬ 
vered  many  women  of  ftrong  and  lively  chil¬ 
dren,  after  they  were  fully  prepoffefled  with 
a  notion  that  they  were  dead,  becaufe  they 
had  felt  no  motion  in  time  of  labour. 

In  fome  cafes,  I  have  imagined  the  labour 
was  brought  on  by  fuch  motion ;  but  have 
generally  found,  that  the  pains  did  not  follow 
this  motion;  and  after  the  children  were  cer¬ 
tainly  known  to  be  dead,  I  have  delivered  a 
number  of  women  with  as  much  eafe,  as 
when  the  children  are  alive.  The  only  obfta- 
cles  I  ever  found  in  the  delivery  of  dead  chil¬ 
dren,  were  the  tumefaction  of  the  belly,  from 
the  rarefaction  of  the  contained  air,  that  ren¬ 
dered  the  labour  a  little  tedious,  and  a  large 
head  or  narrow  Pefois>  which  would  have 
been  attended  with  the  fame  difficulty,  had 
the  children  been  alive,  or  the  body  not 
tumefied. 
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NUMB.  II. 

Of  extra-uterine  Foetuses. 

In  the  Philofophical  Tran  fact  ions,  No. 
323.  p.  426.  there  are  accounts  of  fome  ex¬ 
tra-uterine  Fcetufes ,  both  of  the  human  and 
brute  fpecies,  by  Mr.  J.  Youngs.  With  regard 
to  the  human,  he  fays,  Extra-uterine  Embrios 
have  been  fometimes  found  in  women;  but 
not  publicly  taken  notice  of  till  the  beginning 
of  the  laft  century.  The  younger  Riolan , 
fpeaking  of  the  falopian  tubes,  fays,  they  ap¬ 
pear  of  the  fame  nature  and  fubftance  as  the 
womb,  Quia  carnofa  eft  in  qua ,  quod  eft  mira - 
bile>  fcetum  humanum  concipi ,  fuit  cbfervatum. 
Then  gives  an  account  of  four  fuch  ftrange 
conceptions  which  occurred  to  his  knowledge. 

He  likewife  obferves,  f  nee  that  time,  more 
flrange  ones  have  happened  in  that  country. 
One  was  found  at  Paris  in  ‘January  1669,  by 
Mr.  B.  Vefalius  in  the  tube  of  a  woman.  It 
was  four  months  old,  and  fo  grown,  and  the 
tube  fo  diftended,  as  made  him  miftake  it 
for  another  womb,  and  accordingly  to  call  the 
account  he  publifhed  thereof,  Demonftraticn 
dune  double  matrice .  Mr.  Oldenburgh  infer  ted 
an  extract  of  it  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfac-  • 
tions.  No.  48.  and  the  German  Academy, 
Vol.  I.  Obf.  1 10.  did  the  like;  but  neither 
feetaed  to  underftand  the  myftery,  till  De 
Vol.  II.  E  ‘  Graaf 
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Graaf  took  it  right,  and  made  ufe  of  this 
very  observation,  to  illuftrate  and  confirm  the 
hypothefis  of  Kerkringius .  About  ten  years 
afterwards,  a  more  wonderful  and  incredible 
one  happened  there.  It  comes  very  well  at- 
tefted  by  Dr.  Bayle,  who  firfl:  publifhed  a 
hiftory  of  it  in  the  'Journal  des  Sgavans ,  A .  D. 
1678  ;  and  after  Mr.  Oldenburgb  put  an  ex¬ 
tract  of  it  into  the  Phil .  Tranfaff.  No.  139, 
p.  979.  This  cafe  is  taken  from  the  above, 
and  not  from  Mr,  Younge. 

Margaret  Mathew ,  wife  of  John  Puget , 
fhearman,  at  or  near  Youloufe ,  being  with 
child,  1652,  perceived  about  the  end  of  the 
ninth  month  of  her  bearing,  fuch  pains  as 
women  ufually  have  when  about  to  fall  in  la¬ 
bour.  Ker  water  alfo  broke,  but  no  child 
followed.  For  the  fpace  of  twenty  years  file 
had  perceived  this  child  to  ftir ;  with  many 
troublefome  '  fymptoms  accompanying;  but 
for  the  laft  fix  years,  hie  perceived  not  the 
child  to  move.  She  died  Jan .  18,  1678,  and 
the  next  day  being  opened,  a  dead  child  was 
found  in  her  belly  out  of  the  womb,  no  way 
joined  or  faftened  to  it ;  the  head  downward; 
the  buttocks  hanging  toward  the  left  fide. 
All  the  back  part  of  this  child  was  covered 
with  the  Omentum ,  which  was  about  two  fin¬ 
gers  thick,  and  ft  ti  ck  hard  to  divers  parts  of 
the  body,  fo  as  not  to  be  feparated  without  a 

knife  ; 
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knife ;  which  being  done,  very  little  blood 
iffued.  This  infant  weighed  eight  pounds 
averdupoize ;  the  fkull  was  broke  into  feveral 
pieces ;  the  brain  of  the  colour  and  confid¬ 
ence  of  ointment  of  rofes.  The  flefii  red, 
where  the  Omentum  (luck,  other  parts  whitifh, 
yellowifh,  and  fomewhat  livid,  except  the 
tongue,  which  had  the  natural  foftnefs  and 
colour.  All  the  inward  parts  were  difcolour- 
ed  with  a  blackifhnefs,  except  the  heart, 
which  was  red,  and  without  any  ifiuing  blood. 
The  forehead,  ears,  eyes,  and  nofe  were  co¬ 
vered  with  a  callous  fubilance,  as  thick  as  the 
breadth  of  a  finger.  The  gums  being  cut, 
the  teeth  appeared  in  the  adultnefs  of  thole 
in  grown  perfons.  The  body  had  no  bad 
jfmell,  though  kept  three  days  out  of  the  mo¬ 
ther’s  belly.  The  length  of  the  body,  from 
the  buttocks  to  the  top  of  the  head,  about 
eleven  inches.  The  mother  died  about  the 
64th  year  of  her  age. 

Mr.  Tcunge  goes  on  and  fays,  that  before 
either  of  theie  appeared  in  France,  there  hap¬ 
pened  one  in  Holland  to  H.  Rhoonhuys .  A 
woman  with  child  at  her  full  time,  was  four 
'  days  in  labour,  and  although  (he  had  many 
mid  wives,  could  not  be  delivered,'  Our  au¬ 
thor  was  called  December  1648,  found  the  In- 
ternum  Uteri  Ojculum  clofe  (hut,  without  flow¬ 
ings,  or  any  fore-runners  of  the  delivery. 


/ 
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He,  finding  the  common  paffage  fo  clofely 
fhut  up,  and  a  very  painful  tumor  above 
the  navel,  propofed  the  Ceefarian  fection. 
The  woman  having  feen  that  operation  made 
at  Paris ,  earneftly  defired  him  to  perform  it 
on  her  ;  but  he,  to  obferve  fome  unneceffary 
forms,  delayed  it  till  the  woman  died  ;  who, 
he  believes,  with  the  child,  might  have  been 
preferred,  if  the  operation  had  been  done 
when  he  firft  faw  her.  Opening  the  belly, 
he  found  a  child  among;  the  entrails,  and  the 
Placenta  fattened  to  the  Colon,  and  part  to  the 
Fundus  Uteri ,  and  that  there  was  a  breach  in 
the  womb,  capacious  enough  for  the  infant 
to  pafs  through  into  the  belly.  T.  Bartholi- 
nus ,  the  year  after  Rhoonhuyje s  exploration, 
met  with  fuch  an  extraneous  Foetus  lapt  up  in 
a  Mola ,  which  he  found  in  the  belly  of  a  wo¬ 
man,  and  conjedtures,  Non  poffum  aliud  divi - 
7i  are,  quam  quod  feet  us  hie  primo  in  tuhis  uteri 
conceptus.  He  imparted  this  firtt  to  G.  HorflF 
us,  Ep.  58.  Vol.  IV.  afterwards  in  the  gzA 
obfervation  of  his  fixth  century. 

Ann .  Dom.  1662,  in  the  city  of  Aurange , 
1).  Baldwin  and  Mr.  Ddafort  found  Puellum 
egregium  opt  i me  form  at  um  extra  Uterum.  '  The 
report  of  this  difeovery  is  made  public  by 
Sachs,  with  remarks,  MifcelL  Cur .  Vol.  I. 
Obferv .  no.  which  he  concludes  wdth  one 
more  ttupendous  than  all  I  have  cited,  which 

>  he 
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he  had  from  the  Silefia  chronicle,  written 
long  fince  by  N.  Polinus ,  and  thus  relates  it. 

A  woman,  who  had  born  ten  children  in 
fifteen  years  matrimony,  conceived  again  ; 
and,  at  the  full  time,  was  delivered  through 
an  abfeefs  of  the  left  Hypocondria .  Ex  qua  in¬ 
fans  boni  habitus  extraffus ,  qui  baptizatus  fuit , 
et  annum  unutn  cum  dimidio  fupervixit  j  mater 
vero,  fummis  in  dolonbus  tertio  die  obiit .  He 
alfo,  at  the  beginning,  gives  an  account  of  a 
gentleman’s  fervant,  having  killed  a  ewe 
which  was  thought  fat,  and  having  ta¬ 
ken  out  the  bowels,  found  a  very  unufual  and 
monftrous  lump  of  fat,  proceeding  like  a 
wen  from  the  middle  of  the  Omentum ,  and 
when  opened,  a  lamb  was  found  in  the  fame. 
He  likewife  relates,  that  thirty  years  fince,  he 
had  been  (hewn  the  like  found  in  a  bitch.  He 
was  alfo  told  by  a  gentleman  hunter,  that  he 
lately  found  in  the  paunch  of  a  hare  two  full 
grown  young  ones  amongft  the  bowels,  but 
almoft  rotten,  and  three  immature  embrios 
in  the  Uterus . 

There  is  alfo  in  the  Philo fophical  Pranf- 
aSionSy  one  cafe  that  feems  to  be  publifhed  by 
two  different  perfons  of  near  the  fame  date  at 
Paris ;  the  fir  ft  is  by  Mr.  Saviard ,  No.  222. 
p.,  314.  The  fecond  is  by  Dr.  Ferny  No. 
231.  p.  121.  which  laft  I  have  copied,  as  be¬ 
ing  the  fulled:. 

'  E  3  A  gold- 
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A  goldfmith’s  wife,  near  nine  months  gone 
with  her  fifth  child,  -  was  received  into  the 
Hotel  Dieu ,  Sept.  20,  1696.  She  was  then 
about  thirty- four  years  of  age,  of  a  tender 
conftitution,  had  had  four  children  before, 
all  which  had  done  very  well  5  but  with  the 
prefent,  (he  had  been  very  ill,  and  endured  a 
great  deal  of  mifery.  The  midwife,  who  ex¬ 
amined  her  body,  found  a  conficlerable  rifing 
on  the  right  fide  near  the  navel,  which  very 
much  refembled  a  child’s  head  ;  her  belly  be¬ 
low  that  place  bearing  no  proportion  to  that 
above,  or  to  the  time  of  her  pregnancy;  on 
the  left  fide,  there  was  nothing  fingular.  The 
midwife  thought  (lie  felt  through  the  Vagina , 

a  thick  membrane  filled  and  difiended  with 

/  ♦ 

water,  and  in  it  the  heel  of  a  child  bent  to¬ 
ward  the  thieh ;  but  (lie  could  not  be  affiired 

O  7 

whether  this  was  within  the  womb  or  not,  by 
iealbn  of  the  inner  orifice  was  drawn  fo  high 
under  the  Os  Pains,  file  'could  not  without 
feme  difficulty  touch  it  with  the  extremity  of 
her  finger.  Upon  trying  fome  time  after, 
file  could  not  difeern  any  thing  like  the  Foetus 
flie  had  felt  before.  The  patient  told  her, 
that  for  the  fir  ft  fix  weeks  after  her  being 
with  child,  file  had  great  and  continual  pains, 
which  /hot  toward  the  navel,  and  terminated 
there;  and  thefe  lafted  till  the  third  month; 
that  from  thence  to  the  fifth  fhe  had  frequent 

convulfions. 
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convulfions,  apoplectic  fits,  and  terrible  Syn¬ 
copes,  fo  that  thofe  about  her  defpaired  of  her 
life;  that  from  the  fixth  to  the  eighth  month, 
flie  had  enjoyed  much  better  health,  which 
in  fome  meafure  had  fixengthened  her  and 
her  infant ;  that  the  pains  (he  had  endured 
fince  that  time,  feemed  to  be  fo  many  alter- 
nate  throes,  probably  proceeding  from  the 
repeated  firokes  of  the  child’s  head  in  that 
place,  where  the  teguments  were  fo  thin,  by 
reafon  of  their  great  extenfion,  that  the  hard- 
11  efs  of  the  Cranium  could  plainly  be  difcerned 
through  them.  In  this  condition  was  this 
miferable  woman  when  (lie  was  received  into 
that  hofpital,  till  her  affliction  increafing, 
file  could  not  lie  on  her  Tides  or  back,  being 
forced  to  fit  in  a  chair,  or  kneel  in  her  bed, 
with  her  head  refting  on  her  breaft.  Thefe 
Arrange  and  unaccountable  fymptoms  obliged 
the  midwife  to  confult  with  the  phyfician  and 
mafter-furgeon  of  the  houfe;  who  thought  it 
was  beft  to  leave  the  work  to  nature,  and 
prepare  the  woman  for  labour  by  opening  a 
vein  in  her  foot.  The  evacuation  was  order¬ 
ed  to  be  {mail,  in  which  regard  was  had  to 
the  weaknefs  of  the  patient,  and  the  delicacy 
of  her  conftitution.  However,  after  this 
time,  the  child  made  no  efforts,  and  the  tu¬ 
mor  fubfided ;  there  remaining  only  a  hy¬ 
dropic  indifpofition,  which  might  be  perceived 

E  4  by 
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by  the  fluctuation;  and  a  great  quantity  of 
water  came  away,  for  feveral  days,  from  the 
orifice  of  the  vein:  infomuch,  that  fhe,  who 
leemed  to  have  her  lower  belly  and  thighs  ex¬ 
tremely  diftended,  was  very  much  emaciated 
before  her  death. 

After  her  deceafe,  her  body  was  opened  by 
M.  Jcvey  ;  and  upon  the  firft  incifion  through 
the  teguments,  there  came  away  two  or  three 
pints  Paris  meafure,  of  water  and  blood,  and 
there  appeared  the  head  of  a  child  naked. 
When  the  parts  were  all  laid  open,  there  was 
found  an  entire  female  Foetus ,  contained  in  a 
cover  or  bag,  which  at  once  ferved  it  both 
for  a  womb  and  membranes.  M.  Jovey 
took  the  child  and  umbilical  firing  out  of 
the  mother’s  belly,  tracing  the  firing  to  the  * 
Placenta ,  into  which  it  was  inferted.  This 
]afl  appeared  like  a  great  round  lump  offlefh, 
and  adhered  fo  firmly  to  the  Mefentery  and 
Colon  on  the  left  fide,  that  it  could  not  be  fe- 
parated  from  them  without  fome  trouble. 
On  one  fide  of  this  lump  was  a  leffer,  about 
the  fize  of  a  kidney,  which  principally  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  Mefente'ry ,  and  received  feveral 
branches  of  the  firing  into  it.  The  larger 
Jump  was  round,  and  the  greatefl  part  of  it 
adhered  to  the  bag  or  cafe  which  contained 
the  child.  This  cafe  or  bag  was  corrupted 
and  mortified  in  part,  which  probably  might 
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proceed  from  the  frequent  ftrokes  of  the  in¬ 
fant’s  head.  It  fprung  from  the  edges  of  the 
! Tube  or  Fimbria  of  the  right  Ovary ,  which 
was  more  entire  than  the  left,  and  proceeded 
obliquely  to  the  left  fide,  terminating  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Pelvis .  In  its  defcent,  it  fent 
out  a  fmall  portion  between  the  womb  and 
the  Return .  This  bag,  by  comprefling  the 
neighbouring  parts,  had  gained  a  confiderable 
fpace  in  the  above-mentioned  cavity  ;  in  fuch> 
a  manner,  that  a  great  part  of  the  child’s 
body  was  lodged  at  the  bottom  of  it,  in  a 
bended  pofture,  with  the  head  projecting 
forwards,  which  formed  the  prominence  near 
the  navel.  This  bag  feemed  to  be  nothing 
elfe  but  an  elongation  and  diflention  of  the 
tube,  and  an  expanflon  or  production  of  the 
broad  ligament  on  the  right  fide,  which  was 
evident  from  its  continuity  to  thefe  parts,  and 
the  diftribution  of  the  fpermatic  veflels,  which 
were  larger  than  ufual,  and  palled  from  the 
extremity  of  the  tube  to  the  larger  lump.  The 
womb  was  entire,  and  in  its  natural  Rate, 
except  that  it  was  fomething  larger  than  ordi- 
nary,  being  about  the  fize  of  that  of  a  woman 
ten  or  twelve  days  after  delivery,  and  no  marks 
that  the  child  had  been  lodged  in  it. 

M.  Jovey  having  obferved  this,  thought 
proper  to  defift,  till  feveral  eminent  phyficians 
and  furgeons  were  called  5  and  then  the  womb 

being 
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being  carefully  differed,  it  was  unanimoufiy 
agreed,  that  the  Foetus  had  never  been  in  it, 
it  being,  as  it  was  noted  above,  in  the  fame 
Rate  as  in  women  who  are  not  with  child, 
except  the  fmail  dilatation  of  its  bulk,  which 
might  arife  from  a  compreflion  of  the  veffels, 
and  interception  of  the  refluent  blood,  by 
the  unnatural  pofition  of  the  Foetus.  In 
thrufting  a  long  and  (lender  probe  through 
the  right  horn  of  the  womb,  it  eafily  paffed 
into  the  tube  on  the  fame  fide  for  three 
fingers  breadth  in  length,  but  it  could  not 
be  thru  ft  farther,  by  reafon  of  the  conftric- 
tion  of  the  tube  in  that  part.  The  capacity 
of  the  tube  could  not  be  diftinguifhed  ;  the 
Parietes  of  it,  by  their  coalition  with  the 
Chorion  and  Amnios  of  the  child,  forming  the 
bag  in  which  the  child  was  inclofed,  which 
extended  from  the  tube  on  the  right  fide  to 
that  on  the  left,  and  was  agglutinated  to  the 
Vijcera  of  the  lower  belly,  the  Reffum,  and  to 
the  back  part  of  the  womb,  as  appeared  by 
fame  fragments  remaining  on  thofe  parts  af¬ 
ter  the  reparation. 

A  Foetus  in  the  right  horn  of  the  Uterus ,  by 
%  Dr.  Feme,  No.  251.  p.  125. 

In  differing  the  body  of  a  woman,  who 
fuppofed  herfelf  to  be  three  months  gone  with 
child,  I  found  the  womb  very  fmail,  not  lar¬ 
ger 
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ger  than  in  virgins,  and  a  hard  fiijiftance  in 
the  right  horn,  which  being  opened,  appeared 
to  be  the  Ikeleton  of  an  infant,  with  the 
navel-ftring  fmeared  round  with  a  white  mat¬ 
ter  not  unlike  plainer. 

In  the  Phil .  T?ranf.  No.  378.  p.  387.  An  ex¬ 
tra-uterine  Foetus  that  had  continued  five 
years  and  a  half  in  the  body,  by  Robert 

Houljlon ,  M.  D. 

I  was  fent  for  in  Auguft  1717,  to  a  wo¬ 
man  near  Newport- market  ^  who  had  been 
married  eighteen  years  to  a  native  of  the  Eajl- 
Indies ,  by  whom  fhe  had  eight  children,  be- 
fides  two  mifcarriages.  At  my  vifiting  her, 
(lie  was  with  child  in  a  fecond  marriage,  and 
her  hufband  a  vigorous  young  man.  She 
was  near  her  full  time,  and  had  felt  pain  for 
feveral  days,  which  returning  by  intervals, 
file  concluded,  would,  as  ufual,  bring  on  her 
delivery.  Her  mother  and  her  midwife  ap¬ 
prehending  no  difficulty,  allured  thofe  about 
them,  that  only  time  was  wanting.  But  I 
found,  on  examination,  that  her  womb  was 
of  no  bulk  to  contain  a  child  near  its  time  j 
and  that  its  neck,  which  was  of  an  uncom¬ 
mon  hardnefs,  was  alfo  clofed  fo  ftraitly  as  to 
refufe  the  admiflion  even  of  a  fmall  probe  or 
knitting  needle.  I  declared  upon  this,  that 
her  delivery  was  impoffible,  becaufe  the  child 

9  _  was 
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was  not  within  the  womb,  b> u t  between  the 
womb  and  the  guts ;  but  that  it  might  be  re¬ 
moved  by  a  paiiage  to  be  made  for  it,  with¬ 
out  any  great  pain,  and  with  fafety  to  the 
mother.  I  offered  to  undertake  it,  and  af- 
fured  them  that  this  was  the  only  opportu¬ 
nity,  and  that  if  die  negledfed  it,  it  would 
he  out  of  the  power  of  art  hereafter  to  give 
her  any  relief,  for  file  mu  ft  languifh  till 
death,  unlefs  favoured  by  fome  unlikely  and 
extraordinary  accident.  However  confidently 
I  affirmed  it,  they  liftened  with  a  mixture  of 
difbelief  and  amazement,  and  rejected  my  af- 
fifkmce.  At  that  time,  in  all  probability,  it 
would  have  been  fuccefsful ;  for  fhe  was  a 
(lender  welkfhaped  woman,  in  a  good  habit 
of  body,  and  of  a  fprightly  difpofition. 

It  was  a  year  after  this  when  I  was  defired 
again  to  vifit  her.  I  found  her  much  did 
ordered  by  a  growing  impofthumation  in  her 
belly.  I  ordered  her  fome  cordial  flomachics, 
Caffia^  and  fuch  gentle  lenitives ;  and  they 
met  with  fuccefs  beyond  my  expedition;  fo 
that  by  aid  of  a  regular  diet,  and  the.  watch¬ 
ful  exadlnefs  of  a  very  tender  mother  (a  nurfe 
of  about  thirty  years  experience  about  this, 
city),  I  reltored  her  to  fuch  ftrength,  that  (lie 
went  cheerfully  abroad,  and  applied  herfelf 
to  bufmefs. 


About 


) 
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About  fifteen  months  after  the  time  when 
I  vifited  her  fir  ft,  her  mother  came  from  her 
to  intreat  my  affiftance:  fhe  complained  of 
great  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  her  Abdomen  \ 
and  I  found  a  tumor  of  a  conic  form,  pro- 
jedling  about  an  inch  beneath  the  Umbilicus  j 
its  inflammation,  with  tenflon,  and  a  feverifh- 
nefs  attending  it,  fo  plainly  indicated  fup- 
puratives,  that  I  was  not  furprized  to  hear, 
in  a  few  days,  that  it  had  broke  as  I  wifhed. 
I  propofed  to  lay  it  open,  both  to  give  a  free 
emiflion,  and  prevent  its  becoming  fiftulous; 
but  flie  was  apprehensive,  that  I  would,  as 
fhe  called  it,  cut  open  her  belly  :  fo  that  not 
being  able  to  prevail  with  her,  I  ordered  her 
a  pot  of  unguent  and  fome  plaifters.  The 
ulcer  foon  grew  fiftulous,  and  fo  continued 
till  (he  died,  which  was  on  the  23d  of  April 
1723,  in  the  41ft  year  of  her  age. 
k  For  above  five  months  before  her  death, 
flie  voided  her  excrements  by  this  vent ;  and 
all  the  foft  parts  of  the  Foetus ,  with  fome 
fmall  bones  of  its  fingers.  But  the  reft  of 
the  fkelcton  remaining  entire,  I  took  it  out  of 
her  body,  together  with  the  Vagina ,  Uterus , 
ReBum ,  &c.  wherein  it  had  involved  itfelf, 
as  may  be  feen  more  particularly  in  the  figure 
annexed. 


A  Foe- 

✓ 
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A  Foetus  formed  in  the  Ovarium ,  by  M,  de  S * 

Maurice ,  Phil .  Franf,  No.  150,  p.  285. 

A  woman,  after  being  fafely  delivered  of 
eight  children,  and  continuing  five  years  af¬ 
terwards  without  having  any  more,  about 
three  months  before  her  death,  fufpected  her- 
felf  to  be  fallen  into  that  condition  again  ; 
becaufe  fhe  never  before  failed  of  being  very 
regular,  and  had  not  found  herfelf  fo  for 
more  than  a  month.  After  this,  fhe  had  a 
little  fhow,  which  fcarce  left  off  wholly,  dur¬ 
ing  the  laft  two  months  of  her  life,  and 
which  fhe  paft,  neverthelefs,  without  much 
trouble;  fo  that  fhe  thought  herfelf  to  be  fe- 
cure,  as  to  the  point  of  her  being  with  child. 
But  April  22,  1682,  after  fhe  was  up  in  the 
morning  in  very  good  health,  fhe  fell  into 
faintings,  had  violent  pain  like  a  cholic,  in 
the  region  of  the  right  groin,  which  termi¬ 
nated  at  the  reins,  a  little  after  eight  in  the 
evening,  fhe  felt  all  the  Prcdudia  of  an  im¬ 
minent  travail ;  fhe  called  her  chirurgeon  and 
died  in  his  arms,  faying,  “  I  am  delivering, 
I  am  delivering  there  appearing  outwardly 
neither  diftillation  nor  flooding,  nor  any 
mark  of  this  diforder. 

On  opening  the  integuments  of  the  belly, 
all  the  entrails  of  the  epigaflric  region  were 
feen  floating  in  blood,  which  was  taken  out 

with 
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with  a  fpoon,  to  the  quantity  of  two  pounds. 
To  avoid  changing  the  fituation  of  the  parts, 
a  large  quantity,  which  was  coagulated,  ftill 
remained  in  the  right  flank, ^nd  in  trying  to 
take  this  out  with  the  hand,  a  little  Fcetus 
was  found  in  the  flrft  clots,  about  the  bignefs 
of  a  man’s  thumb,  and  a  third  lefs  in  length, 
all  very  diftindlly  formed,  and  in  which  was 
manifeftly  difcovcred  the  fex  of  a  boy,  but 
naked  and  without  covering.  The  right 
cornu  of  the  womb  was  found  near  this  place; 

'  the  tefticle  or  ovary,  was  torn  long  ways, 
and  through  the  middle  on  the  fide,  that  it 
did  not  touch  the  Fuba.  This  tefticle  was 
near  the  bignefs  of  a  hen’s  egg,  and  feemed 
to  be  the  place  where  the  Fcetus  was  con¬ 
tained,  and  which  had  burft  through  the 
fame,  for  the  left  tefticle  was  no  bigger  than 
a  little  chefnut :  the  tube  was  not  dilated, 
neither  was  there  any  rent  of  the  Uterus , 
which  appeared  to  be  in  its  natural  ft  ate,  and 
was,  as  Dr.  Harvey  had  defer! bed  it,  in  the 
firft  month  of  pregnancy ;  but  when  it  was 
opened,  he  found  not  the  leaft  flgn  of  con¬ 
ception  ;  the  veflels  of  the  interior  membrane 
feemed  full  of  blood,  and  varicous,  which 
might  be  the  caufe  of  that  little  fhow  of 
blood,  as  before  mentioned. 

He  remarks,  that  although  authors  fpeak 
of  F&tufes  found  in  the  tubes  and  belly,  he 

does 


64  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

does  not  know  of  any  that  mention  their 
being  in  the  tefticle  or  ovarium,  as  this  feems 
to  have  been. 

.  ^  i 

In  the  Phil.  Tranf.  No.  367,  p.  126.  a  Feet  us 
that  continued  46  years  in  the  mother  s 
body,  communicated  by  Dr.  SteigerihaL 

Anna  Muleen ,  of  the  village  of  Lei?izelle> 
near  Gemund  in  Suabia ,  of  a  dry  and  lean 
conftitution,  but  otherwife  healthful  and  ro- 
bud,  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-four,  after 
fhe  had  lived  a  widow  forty  years.  Forty-fix 
years  before  her  death,  die  declared  herfelf  to 
be  with  child,  and  had  all  the  ufual  tokens 
of  pregnancy.  At  the  end  of  reckoning  the 
waters  came  away,  and  the  was  taken  with 
the  pains  of  labour,  which  continued  upon 
her  about  feven  weeks,  and  then  went  off', 
upon  the  ufe  of  fome  medicines  given  her  by 
a  furgeon.  Some  time  after  this,  fhe  reco¬ 
vered  her  perfect  health,  except  only,  that  her 
belly  continued  fwelled,  and  that  now  and 
then,  upon  any  exercife,  (he  felt  a  little  pain 
in  the  lower  part  of  it.  She  was  after  this 
twice  brought  to  bed ;  the  firft  time  of  a  fon, 
who  is  now  a  huntfman  at  Bifchoffjhien ,  and 
afterwards  a  daughter,  who  is  married  to  a 
foldier.  But  notwithftanding  this,  fhe  was 
firmly  perfuaded,  that  ihe  was  not  yet  deli¬ 
vered  of  what  flie  firft  went  with,  and  d^fired 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Whonlixe  the  phyfician  of  Genuinely  and 
one  Knauffen  a  furgeon  of  Heubacb ,  to  open 
her  body  after  her  death.  Accordingly,  after 
her  death,  which  happened  on  the  nth  of 
March ,  1720,  after  four  days  illnefs,  her 
body  was  opened  by  the  furgeon,  the  phyfi¬ 
cian  afore- mentioned  being  dead.  He  found 
within  her  a  hard  mafs  of  the  form  and  fize 
of  a  large  nine-pin  bowl,  but  had  not  the 
precaution  to  obferve,  whether  it  lay  in  the 
Uterus  or  without  it,  and  for.  want  of  better 
inftruments  broke  it  open  with  the  blow  of  a 
hatchet.  This  ball  and  the  contents  of  it 
are  explained  in  the  figures  of  the  Tranfac- 
tions  •>  and  according  to  the  defeription  and  ap¬ 
pearance,  feems  to  have  been  fo  ftrongly  preff- 
ed,  that  the  parts  were  confolidated  to  one 
another,  and  the  integuments  in  a  manner 
oflified.  The  nofe  was  turned  up  and  flat¬ 
tened,  and  the  eye  clofed ,  but  the  ear,  the 
arms,  of  which  the  right  is  the  larged,  and 
the  two  joints  of  the  thumb,  GV.  are  plainly 
diftinguifhable. 

An  account  of  a  child  taken  out  of  the  Abdo¬ 
men,  after  having  lain  there  upwards  of  fix- 
teen  years,  during  which  time,  the  woman 
had  four  children,  all  born  alive.  By 
Starkey  Middleton ,  D.  M. 

Gentlemen, 

The  records  of  your  fociety  furmfh  us  with 
feveral  cafes  of  extra-uterine  conceptions,  one 
VoLi  II.  F  of 


66  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

of  which  I  communicated  to  you,  March  28, 
1745.  Neverthelefs,  I  could  not  help  flatter¬ 
ing  myfelf,  that  this  cafe  alfo  might  be  wor¬ 
thy  your  notice. — In  April  173 1,  Mrs.  Ball 
without  Bifhopfgate ,  perceived  by  the  ufual 
fymptorns  that  flie  was  pregnant;  and,  in 
OBohcr  following,  being  then  in  the  fixth 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  fhe  had’  a  child 
died  in  her  lap  of  convulfions ;  the  furprize 
of  which  caufed  a  great  fluttering  within  her, 
attended  with  a  fenfible  motion  of  the  child, 
which  motion  continued,  though  gradually 
weaker  and  weaker,  for  about  fix  or  feven 
days,  after  which,  (he  did  not  perceive  it 
move  any  more;  but  from  this  time  (he  had 
conftant  pains  attending  her,  which  appeared 
like  labour  pains.  Her  midwife  for  feveral 
daysexpedted  a  mifcarriage;  but  finding  her- 
felf  difappointed,  advifed  her  to  apply  to  Dr. 
Bamher,  whofe  known  abilities  in  the  feveral 
branches  of  phyfic,  joined  to  his  great  expe¬ 
rience  and  judgment  in  midwifery,  made  him 
unqueftionably  the  moll  proper  perfon  to  be 
confulted,  as  the  cafe  appeared  fo  very  un¬ 
common  in  its  circumflances ;  at  the  fame 
time,  that  his  great  humanity  always  gave 
the  moil  free  accefs  to  the  poor  in  their  dif- 
trefles.  The  dodtor,  after  a  proper  examina¬ 
tion,  finding  fufficient  indications  of  a  dead 
child,  ordered  her  fome  forcing  medicines ; 

upon 
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upon  taking  which  about  three  times,  fhedifc 
charged  fomething,  which  the  woman  fup- 
pofed  to  be  part  of  the  after-birth,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  water.  In 
confequence  of  this  difcharge,  her  pains 
ceafed,  but  without  any  diminution  of  her 
belly.  After  fome  time,  fhe  again  applied 
herfelf  to  the  dodlor,  who  thought  it  molt  ad- 
vifeable  to  difcontinue  her  medicines,  and 
leave  the  affair  entirely  to  nature.  In  this 
ft  ate  (lie  continued  for  about  twenty  months, 
m.  to  July  1733,  which  was  two  years  and 
two  months  from  her  firft  reckoning  5  fhe 
then  again  applied  to  Dr.  Bamber ,  acquaint¬ 
ing  him,  that  Hie  was  not  yet  delivered  of 
the  child  fhe  fo  long  fince  came  to  confult 
him  about,  and  that  her  pains  were  lately 
returned,  and  daily  increafed  without  any  in- 
termiffion.  Upon  the  doftor’s  examining 
her,  he  thought  it  proper  to  fend  her  home 
immediately,  direfting  her  to  promote  her 
pain,  by  frequently  fupping  fome  warm 
caudle,  &c.  by  the  ufe  of  which,  her  pains 
became  more  regular ;  and  the  next  day  the 
doctor  made  her  a  vifit,  and  was  informed 
fhe  had  difcharged  two  waters,  but  nothing 
more:  he  then  carefully  examined  her  again, 
and  plainly  felt  a  child  through  the  integu¬ 
ments  of  the  Abdomen ,  but  could  not  give  her 
any  afliftance. 

Fa  it 
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It  was  about  this  time  Dr.  Bamber  firft  ac¬ 
quainted  me  with  the  cafe,  defiring  me  to 
attend  her  as  often  as  occafion  might  require; 
and  that  I  would  acquaint  him,  if  any  thing 
like  labour,  or  other  remarkable  alteration, 
ihould  offer.  Accordingly,  I  made  her  a  vi- 
fit,  and  after  a  proper  examination,  was  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  certainty  of  the  do6tor’s  affer- 
tion.  Her  pains  now  began  to  abate,  and 
file  grew  tolerably  eafy;  but  about  the  latter 
end  of  January,  1733-4,  fhe  conceived  again 
with  child,  and  was  delivered  the  28th  of 
Odober  following  by  Dr.  Bamber ,  who  fent 
for  me  to  attend  her  in  her  labour:  the  Doc¬ 
tor  foon  delivered  her  of  a  fine  boy,  and  af¬ 
ter  having  brought  away  the  Placenta ,  he 
fearched  for  the  other  child,  which  he  had 
before  felt  through  the  integuments  of  the 
Abdomen,  but  found  it  lodged  in  the  cavity  of 
the  Abdomeny  and  beyond  the  reach  of  human 
art  to  relieve  her.  This  fa£t  every  one  then 
prefent  was  made  fenfible  of. 

Odober  22,  173 5,  I  was  fent  for  to  her  in 

her  labour ;  but  before  my  arrival,  (he  was 

delivered  of  a  boy;  however  I  brought  away 

the  Placenta ,  which  gave  me  an  opportunity 

of  examining  for  the  other  child,  and  found 

it  in  the  fame  fituation  as  formerly. 

*  / 

■  Odober  9,  1738,  I  was  again  fent  for  to 
her,  when  in  labour,  but  fne  was  delivered 
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of  a  boy  before  I  arrived.  Upon  examining 
the  womb,  and  the  ftate  of  the  Abdomen,  the 
child  appeared  juft  as  before,  without  any 
alteration. 

June  17,  174*,  I  was  again  fent  for  in 
her  labour,  but  found  her  juft  delivered  of 
a  girl  5  and,  upon  examining  the  parts,  every 
thing  appeared  as  before. 

051.  14,  1747,  Being  greatly  emaciated  by 
conftant  pains,  &c.  fhe  was  admitted  a  pa¬ 
tient  in  Guy  s  Hofpital ,  where  fhe  died  the  7th 
of  November  following,  after  having  laboured 
under  the  diftrefles  and  uneafinefs  of  carrying 
a  dead  child  within  her,  in  a  manner  loofe  in 
the  Abdomen ,  upwards  of  fixteen  years.  The 
day  after  her  death,  I  opened  her  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  doflors  Nejbit,  Nicholls ,  and  Laurence , 
when  the  Uterus ,  and  the  feveral  other  con¬ 
tents  of  the  Abdomen ,  appeared  nearly  in  their 
natural  ftate ;  but  on  the  right  fide,  with¬ 
in  the  Os  Ilium ,  a  child  prefen  ted  itfelf,  which 
was  attached  to  the  Ilium  and  neighbouring 
membranes,  by  a  portion  of  the  Peritoneum , 
in  which  the  Fimbria  and  part  of  the  right 
Fallopian  Tube  feemed  to  lofe  itfelf.  The 
child  feemed  no  ways  putrid  5  but  the  integu¬ 
ments  were  become  fo  callous,  and  changed 
from  their  natural  ftate,  that  the  whole 
feemed  to  referable  a  cartilaginous  mafs,  with¬ 
out  form  or  diftinction  3  the  legs,  indeed,  were 

F  3  dif- 
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diftinguifhable,  though  they  were  much 
wafted  and  diftorted.  Upon  opening  the 
callous  integuments  of  the  head  and  face  of 
the  child,  the  bones  appeared  perfectly 
formed,  with  a  few  fpots  of  tophous  con¬ 
cretions  on  them.  This  account  may  ferve 
to  convince  thofe  who  are  of  opinion,  that 
boys  are  conceived  on  the  right  fide,  and  girls 
on  the  left,  as  this  woman  had  three  boys 
and  one  girl  after  the  Fallopian  Tube  on  the 
right  fide  had  loft  its  adfion. 

Tours , 

*  * 

S.  Middleton. 


In  the  memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Paris ,  M.  1702.  p.  334,  &c.  we  read  of 
a  Fcetus  extracted  by  the  Anus>  and  in  H. 
1722,  p,  20,  of  one  found  in  the  Fallopian 
Tube.  The  German  Epbemerides ,  an .  print .  L. 
III.  Obferv .  no*  mentions  a  Fcetas  lying  be¬ 
twixt  the  Uterus  and  FLeftum  :  and  Torn.  III. 
Qbfervat.  1 1.  defcribes  another  found  in  the 
Abdomen  of  a  woman,  where  it  had  lain  above 
fixteen  years. 

In  the  Med \  Fjjciys  of  Edinburgh ,  Vol.  V. 
Art .  38.  is  the  hiftory  of  one  child  extrafted 
by  an  opening  in  the  Abdomen ,  and  part  of 
another  palled  by  ftool  ;  by  Dr.  Gabriel  Jiing, 
phvfician  at  Armagh ,  Ireland . 

CO  L- 
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COLLECTION  VI. 

Of  S  u  pe  r  foe  tat  ion,  or  what  was  formerly 
fuppofed  to  be  fo.  Vide  Vol.  I.  Lib.  I. 
Ch.  3.  Seif.  6. 

\  •  \ 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1728,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
in  the  country,  who  was  feized  with  a  violent 
flooding  in  the  fourth  month  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  and  before  I  reached  her  houfe,  which 
was  about  four  miles  didant  from  the  place 
of  my  habitation,  (he  had  mifcarried  of  a 
fmall  Fcetus  and  th e.  Secundines.  The  difcharge 
was  abated ;  yet  as  (he  had  been  before  deli¬ 
vered  of  twins,  at  three  different  times,  I  exa¬ 
mined  the  Vagina ,  and  found  the  Os  internum 
fo  much  contrail ed,  that  I  could  hardly  in¬ 
troduce  the  top  of  my  finger.  The  neck  of 
the  womb  feemed  to  be  about  half  an  inch 
long ;  and  above  that,  I  felt  a  pretty  large 
drretching  of  the  Uterus  on  the  fides  and  an¬ 
terior  part.  As  (he  had  reded  little  the  pre¬ 
ceding  night,  I  preferibed  a  paregoric  mix¬ 
ture,  with  thirty  drops  of  liquid  Laudanum , 
two  fpoonfuls  of  which  die  took  every  two 
hours,  until  home  flight  pains,  that  dill  re¬ 
mained,  were  removed,  and  die  fell  afleep. 
In  two  days  fhe  was  perfeilly  eafy,  and  in 
about  three  months  after  this  period,  her 

F  4  hufbarid 
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hufband  brought  her  to  my  houfe,  where  fhe 
told  me  fhe  had  been  irregular  in  the  difchafge 
of  the  Menfes ,  fince  her  mifcarriage,  and  was 
grown  very  big ;  a  circumftance  (lie  imputed 
.  to  a  dropfy, .  or  rather  a  tympany :  for  fhe 
found  frequent  motions  from  wind.  By  ex¬ 
amining  the  Abdomen  and  Vagina ,  I  plainly 
perceived  fhe  was  in  the  eighth  month  of 
pregnancy,  and  allured  her,  the  wind  fhe 
felt  was  no  other  than  the  motion  of  a  child ; 
obferving  that  file  had  probably  conceived 
two  children  as  formerly,  and  though  fhe  had 
mifcarried  of  one,  the  other  had  remained, 
and  would  continue  to  the  full  time.  My  prog- 
noftic  was  verified  in  about  nine  weeks,  when 
file  was  delivered  of  a  full  grown  female  child. 

CASE  II. 

/ 

About  three  years  after  this  tranfa&ion, 
my  affiflance  was  demanded  to  a  woman, 
who,  in  the  fixth  month  of  her  pregnancy, 
was  alfo  taken  with  a  flooding,  though  fmall 
in  quantity,  which  continued  ten  days  before 
I  was  called ;  fome  water  was  likewife  dif- 
charged  without  pain,  and  yielded  a  mortified 
fmell.  1  underflood,  that  the  day  before  I 
was  confulted,  fhe  had  felt  fome  flight  pains, 
and  a  few  fmall  bones  had  been  difcharged 
from  the  Vagina ;  and  thefe,  upon  examina¬ 
tion,  proved  to  be  the  bones  of  the  legs  and 

arms 
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arms  belonging  to  a  Foetus*  I  could  facrce 
introduce  the  tip  of  my  finger  into  the  Os  in¬ 
ternum ,  though  the  neck  feemed  larger  than 
ufual,  and  above,  that  the  Uterus  was  pretty 
large.  The  cloths  that  were  moiftened  with 
a  ferous  difcharge,  exhibited  a  brownifh 
colour,  and  had  a  putrid  fmell.  The  woman 
was  much  alarmed,  her  fpirits  were  funk,  fhe 
had  for  fome  time  enjoyed  little  or  no  reft, 
and  was  coftive.  I  ordered  an  aperient  glyfter 
to  be  immediately  injected,  after  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  which,  I  directed  her  to  take  ten  grains 
of  the  PiL  Matth.  and  next  day  four  fpoonfuls 
of  the  following  mixture,  every  fix  hours. 

R  Aq.  Puleg.  §vi  Bryon.  Comp .  §i.  T'inffi.  Caftor . 
gut .  c.  Spt .  C.  C.gut .  lx.  Syr .  Caryoph .  $u  M, 

I  likewife  directed  the  glyfter  to  be  repeat¬ 
ed  every  afternoon,  and  the  pills  every  night, 
if  there  fliould  be  occafion,  and  found  her 
perfedly  eafy  and  free  from  all  complaints, 
and  was  told  (he  had  the  preceding  night  dis¬ 
charged  the  reft  of  the  bones  and  Secundines 
of  a  child.  I  infifted  upon  her  keeping  her 
chamber  and  bed  for  fome  days,  and  prefcri- 
bed  a  cordial  mixture,  with  fome  dofes  of  Sper- 
ma  Ceti ,  at  the  requeft  of  her  female  acquaint¬ 
ance. 

About  two  months  after  this  diforder,  I  re¬ 
ceived  another  call,  when  (he  told  me  her 
ftomach  was  puffed  up  with  wind,  that  (lie 

was 
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was  taken  with  a  violent  cholic,  and  had 
been  three  days  without  pafTage  in  her  belly. 
When  I  felt  the  Abdomen ,  as  (he  was  a  thin 
woman,  I  could  plainly  perceive  a  ftretching 
in  the  Uterus ,  extending  above  the  navel ;  and 
upon  examining  by  the  touch,  in  the  Vagina, 
jfelt  the  Os  internum  largely  opened,  the  mem¬ 
branes  with  the  waters  pufhed  down,  and 
through  thefe,  the  arms,  fhoulder,  and  na¬ 
vel-firing  of  the  Foetus.  She  was  agreeably 
fbrprized,  when  I  told  her  fhe  was  in  labour 
of  a  child,  though  in  the  feveath  or  eighth 
month  ;  then  being  put  to  bed,  and  the  female 
friends  aftembled,  fhe  was*  to  her  great  joy, 
delivered  of  a  live  male  child,  which,  though 
fmall,  was  reared  by  fucking  another  woman 
at  firft,  and  afterwards  the  mother,  who  had 
formerly  loft  two  children. 

CASE  III. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Campbell,  in  a  let¬ 
ter,  dated  from  Poole,  April  25,  1750. 

S  1  R, 

The  following  being  a  very  uncommon  cafe, 
I  am  willing  to  communicate  the  fame,  to 
have  your  fentiments  on  the  fubje£l. 

A  woman  in  this  neighbourhood  was  deli¬ 
vered  of  her  firft  child,  and  the  delivery  fol¬ 
lowed  by  fevere  after-pains;  and  five  days  af¬ 
ter,  fhe  mifcarried  of  a  F&tus,  which  could 

be 
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be  no  more  than  four  or  five  months  in 
growth.  There  was  no  fign  of  putrefa&ion 
about  it,  though  it  was  ftill-born  ;  there  was 
no  hair,  nor  other  fign  of  its  being  longer 
conceived.  How  to  reconcile  this  with  the 
prefent  do&rine  of  conception,  will,  I  believe, 
be  found  difficult.  I  fhould  be  glad,  if  at 
the  lame  time,  you  would  be  pleafed  to  ac¬ 
quaint  me  how  to  diftinguifh  betwixt  anob- 
ftruction,  and  the  total  difappearance  of  the 
Menfes  in  women. 

My  anfwer  was  to  this  effect. 

S  I  R, 

What  you  have  writ  me,  feems  to  favour 
the  notion  of  fuperfcetation,  more  than  any 
thing  I  have  met  with  in  practice.  But  there 
are  inftances  of  extra-uterine  Fcetu(es>  which 
have  lain  whole  years  in  the  Abdomen  without 
being  putrefied.  However,  we  fee  from  time 
to  time  things  happen,  that  we  cannot  ac¬ 
count  for,  and  thefe  deftroy  all  our  fine 
theories. 

The  Menfes  commonly  difappear  in  women 
between  the  age  of  forty-five  and  fifty  :  fome- 
times  they  leave  them  fooner,  if  the  woman 
chances  to  grow  fat,  if  the  Catamenia  appear¬ 
ed  early  in  life,  or  if  file  hath  bore  many  chil¬ 
dren  :  but,  whether  the  diforder  proceeeds 
from  obftrudtions,  or  the  total  difappearance 

of 
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of  the  Menfes>  the  intention  of  cure  in  both 
cafes  is,  to  repeat  venaefe&ion  and  gentle 
purgatives. 

Schenckius,  Lib.  IV.  De  Superfoet ati 'one ,  p. 
617.  has  colle&ed  feveral  obfervations  of  fu- 
perfcetations. 

Others,  of  late,  to  prove  the  poffibility  of 
fuch  things,  have  advanced  an  attefted  cafe 
from  America ,  of  a  black  woman,  who,  by 
converting  with  her  hufband,  of  her  own 
complexion,  and  immediately  after  with  a 
white  overfeer,  was  delivered  of  twins,  one  a 
mulatta,  and  the  other  a  black  child  :  alfo 
another,  of  a  woman  of  Charles-Town,  South - 
Carolina,  about  the  year  1714,  and  mention¬ 
ed  by  Dr.  Parfons,  in  a  lecture  read  before 
the  Royal  Society  of  London,  Oftober  1745, 
who  was  brought  to  bed  of  twins,  one  a  mu¬ 
latta,  and  the  other  a  white  child.  She  con- 
fefled,  that  immediately  after  her  hufband 
had  left  her,  a  negro  fervant  came  to  her,  and 
forced  her  to  comply  with  his  defires,  by 
threatening  her  life  if  fhe  refufed. 

In  the  memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Parisy  H.  1702.  p.  30,  &c .  we  read  of 
the  delivery  of  a  boy,  in  whofe  Place?2ta  was 
found  a  fort  of  bladder,  which  contained  a 
female  Foetus,  reckoned  to  be  four  or  five 
months.  And  H.  1729.  p.  12.  of  two  chil¬ 
dren  delivered  at  a  day’s  diftance,  one  aged 
fqrtv  days,  the  other  at  the  full  timev 
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Ruyfch .  in  Tom.  I.  Obfcrv .  14.  gives  an 
account  of  a  furgeon’s  wife  at  Amjlerdam ,  in 
1686,  who  was  delivered  of  a  ftrong  live 
child,  and  in  fix  hours  after,  of  a  fmall  em¬ 
bryo,  the  Funis  of  which  was  full  of  Hyda - 
tides >  and  the  Placenta  as  large  and  thick,  as 
in  one  of  three  months.  He  exhibits  a  figure 
of  this  phenomenon. 

Mauriceau ,  in  the  fir  ft  of  his  additional 
Obfervations  at  the  end  of  the  book,  mentions 
his  having  feen  a  young  woman,  who  had 
been  delivered  at  the  ufualtime  of  twins,  one 
of  which  was  alive  and  of  the  ordinary  fize, 
the  other  was  dead,  and  feemed  to  be  only  of 
three  or  four  months.  He  accounts  for  this 
circumftance,  by  fuppofing  the  death  of  the 
child  at  the  term  of  four  months,  but  that  • 
its  waters  remained  uncorrupted,  from  the  air 
not  being  admitted,  &c . 
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COLLECTION  VlL 

Of  women  who  exceed  the  common  term  of 
Geftation.  Vide  Vol.  I.  Lib.  Ch.  3.  Sect.  7. 

CASE  I. 

I  was  befpoke  in  the  year  1743,  to  lay  a 
young  woman  of  her  firft  child.  She  was 
taller  than  the  middle  fize,  and  had  been 
healthy  from  her  infancy.  She  was  married 
in  September ,  about  a  week  after  the  menftrual 
difcharge,  which,  not  returning  at  the  fta- 
ted  time,  (he  was  feized  with  the  ufual  com¬ 
plaints  of  ficknefs  and  reaching,  which  her 
mother  fuppofed  to  be  certain  figns  of  preg¬ 
nancy  ;  and  though  fhe  reckoned  only  to  the 
beginning  of  June,  (lie  was  not  delivered  till 
the  end  of  Auguft.  Before  marriage,  the 
Menfes  had  flowed  regularly  every  four  weeks, 
and  though  (he,  perhaps,  did  not  conceive 
immediately  after  wedlock,  it  was  reafonable  * 
to  fuppofe,  flie  actually  exceeded  the  ufual 
term  of  geftation,  by  four  or  five  weeks  at 
lead.  Her  labour  was  very  tedious,  though 
the  Pelvis  was  of  a  large  fize ;  but  the  child 
was  very  lufty,  and  the  head  fqueezed  into  a 
longitudinal  form.  Two  years  after,  I  deli¬ 
vered  her  of  a  lecond  child,  which  was  alfo 
very  large ;  yet  the  labour  was  fhort,  and 
according  to  the  common  time  of 
3  reckoning  r 
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reckoning :  nor  was  the  head  of  this  lad 
fqueezed  into  a  longifh  form,  like  that  of  the 
firft,  which  was  indeed  the  largeft  child  I 
ever  brought  into  the  world. 

C  A  S  E  II.  ' 

In  the  year  1735,  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  a  woman  in  childbejd,  and  found  the 
breech  of  the  Foetus  prefenting  at  the  brim  of 
the  Pelvis ,  where  it  ftuck  for  feme  time, 
without  advancing,  although  the  mother  had 
been  long  in  labour,  and  the  membranes  had 
been  broken  eighteen  hours  before  I  came.  I 
with  great  difficulty  pufhed  up  the  breach,  and 
brought  down  the  legs ;  and,  after  much  fa¬ 
tigue,  delivered  her  of  a  live  child.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  this  woman’s  reckoning,  (he  had  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  ufual  time  of  geftation  by  eight 
weeks;  for  fhe  affirmed,  and  her  mother 
confirmed  the  afiertion,  that  (he  had  but  one 
difcharge  of  the  Menfes  after  fhe  was  married, 
and  in  the  middle  of  the  month  was  feized 
with  the  common  fymptoms  of  pregnancy, 
from  which  they  concluded  file  had  conceived 
foon  after  the  evacuation. 

I  have  feledted  thefe  two  cafes,  from  a  great 
number  of  lefs  certainty,  to  fhew,  that  wo¬ 
men  may,  probably,  go  with  child  beyond 
the  nine  months :  though  this  is  a  circum- 
ftance  that  rarely  happens.  Indeed,  I  have 
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known  many  women  exceed  that  period  by 
their  own  reckoning ;  but  I  have  generally 
fuppofed,  they  committed  fome  error  in 
keeping  the  account. 

Vide  Lamotte ,  Liv.  i.  ch.  27.  and  28. 
where  we  read  of  women,  who  have  been  de¬ 
livered  a  confiderable  time  before  and  after 
the  time  of  reckoning.  I  myfelf  very  often 
find  my  patients  go  two  or  three  weeks  be¬ 
yond  the  nine  months,  reckoning  from  the 
laft  difcharge  of  the  Menfes .  . 
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-Of  what  is  commonly  called  the  falfe  cofp 

J  \  i  ,  »  **/~  ^  / T 

ceptiori,  Moles ,  and  HydatidesJ^ 

N  U  M  B.  L  CASE 

Of  False  Conception. 

Being  called  to  a  gentlewoman  in  the  year 
1722,  I  was  told  by  the  women  who  were 
about  her,  that  file  had  mifcarried  of  a  falfe 
conception  in  the  third  month ;  and  that  the 
fame  misfortune  had  happened  to  her  feverai 
times  before  this  accident.  The  midwife  pre¬ 
tended  that  thefe  falfe  conceptions  proceeded 
from  a  foulnefs  of  the  Uterus ,  and  had  pre¬ 
ferred,  from  time  to  time,  deco&ions  of  Sa¬ 
bine ,  Artemifia ,  and  other  herbs,  to  be  taken 
by  the  mouth,  and  injefted  by  the  Vagina . 

This  being  the  firft  cafe  of  the  kind,  which 
1  had  feeiij  I  carefully  examined  the  fubftance, 
which  was  bigger  than  a  goofe  egg,  and 
found  it  no  other  than  a  coagulum  of  blood, 
of  which  file  had  loft  a  large  quantity,  form¬ 
ed  round  the  Secnndines ,  by  the  preflure  of  the 
Vagina ,  where  it  had  lain  for  many  days.  I 
plainly  difeovered  the  cavity  which  had  con¬ 
tained  the  embryo,  and  allured  them  it  was  a 
real  conception,  though  the  embryo  had  been 
forced  through  the  membranes  and  loft. 

Vql.  II.  G  Since 
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Since  that  time,  I  have  been  concerned  in 
a  great  number  of  cafes  of  the  fame  kind ; 
fometimes,  I  have  found  the  embryo  partly 
diflblved,  and  fometimes  perfecf,  commonly 
of  the  fize  and  figure  of  a  fmall  horfe-bean, 
when  the  mifcarriage  happened  in  the  ninth 
or  tenth  week  of  pregnancy;  but  when  no 
embryo  was  found,  it  was  always  termed  a 
falfe  conception  by  the  good  women. 

When  the  membranes  broke  before  the  Se- 
cundines  were  difcharged,  I  have  known  the 
embryo  pafs  off  unobferved  with  the  coagula 
of  blood,  and  be  loft  among  the  clothes ;  and 
at  other  times,  when  the  membranes  were  not 
broke,  I  have  found  it  diffolved  in  the  waters. 

In  one  cafe  where  I  was  concerned,  the 
Chorion  had  broke,  and  the  Amnios  was  dif¬ 
charged  whole,  with  the  embryo  fwimming 
in  about  ten  times  its  own  bulk  of  water,  as 
clear  as  cryftal.  Though  it  was  not  bigger 
than  a  fmall  bean,  I  could  diftinguifh  the  legs 
and  arms  pretty  well  formed :  but  as  I  had 
not  leifure  to  immerfe  it  in  fpirits  immediate¬ 
ly,  it  lay  in  a  cup  for  the  fpace  of  twelve 
hours,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  I  found 
the  waters  muddy ;  and  when  I  opened  the 
Amnios ,  in  order  to  evacuate  the  corrupted 
fluid,  and  fupply  its  place  with  fpirits  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  embryo,  I  perceived  the 
legs,  arms,  and  greateft  part  of  the  body, 
were  quite  diflblved. 
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CASE  II. 

\  * 

In  the  year  1723,  I  attended  a  patient, 
who  mifcarried  in  the  fifth  month,  the  Foetus 
and  membranes  having  been  difcharged  toge¬ 
ther.  About  five  days  after  the  mifcarriage, 
I  was  called  to  examine  a  fiibftance,  which 
had  been  paffed  with  a  great  deal  of  pain, 
and  which  the  midwife  termed  a  real  falfe 
conception.  This  was  about  the  fize  of  a 
hen  egg,  furrounded  with  what  appeared  to 
be  a  ftrong  thick  membrane,  which  when  I 
opened,  I  perceived  the  whole  was  no  other 
than  a  coagulum  of  blood,  which*  had  been 
ftrongly  preffed  in  the  Uterus  or  Vagina ,  fo 
that  the  ferous  part  having  been  fqueezed  out, 
the  furface,  in  confequence  of  the  preflure, 
had  aflumed  the  form  and  appearance  of  a 
membrane.  1  have  feen  a  great  number  of 
fuch  fubftances,  which  have  been  always  mif- 
taken  for  falfe  conceptions,  by  midwives, 
nurfes,  and  even  gentlemen  of  the  profeflion. 
Indeed,  I  myfelf  had  at  firft  a  confufed  notion 
of  thefe  things,  until  I  underftood  that  cqa- 
gula  of  blood  would  aflame  fuch  appearance 
from  preflure  in  any  cavity.  Thefe  I  have 
feen  difcharged,  both  before  and  after  mif- 
carriages  and  deliveries,  at  all  times  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  though  generally  in  the  firft  rive 
months,  and  more  frequently  in  the  third  than 
in  a  more  advanced  ftate  of  uterine  geftation, 
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N  U  M  B.  II.  CASE  I. 

Of  Molas. 

In  the  month  of  December  1742,  a  widow 
gentlewoman,  about  the  age  of  fifty,  was 
fuddenly  feized  with  violent  pains,  like  thofe 
of  labour,  and  a  difcharge  of  blood  from  the 
Uterus,  Two  years  had  elapfed  fince  her 
Menfes  difappeared;  but  having  received  a 
fall  down  flairs,  fhe  had,  from  the  time  of 
that  accident,  been  fubje£l  to  pains  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  Abdomen  and  back,  with  a 
flow  draining  of  blood  from  the  Uterus. 
Thefe  complaints  continued  fix  months  before 
file  was  taken  with  the  violent  pains,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  I  was  called  to  her  affift- 
ance.  I  felt  the  Os  Internum  a  little  open,  and 
fomething  prefenting,  like  the  edge  of  a  Pla¬ 
centa,  or  a  round  flefhy  fubflance.  She  was 
for  feveral  days  kept  tolerably  eafy,  by  taking 
five  or  ten  grains  of  Pil.  Mattb .  or  draughts 
with  Liquid  Laudanum ,  from  fifteen  to  thirty 
drops,  repeated  occafionally  as  the  pains  re¬ 
turned.  Laxative  and  emollient  glyfters  were 
frequently  injected  by  way  of  fomentation,  as 
well  as  to  evacuate  the  inteflines.  The  Os 
Internum  was  gradually  dilated,  the  difcharge 
and  pains  fuddenly  returned,  a  large  oblong 
fldh-like  fubflance  was  thruft  down  into  the 
Vagina ,  and  by  gently  opening  the  OsExternum 
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at  length  extradled,  when  the  pains  and  flood¬ 
ing  abated.  This  fubftance  being  examined, 
appeared  to  be  nothing  elfe  than  the  fibrous 
part  of  the  blood,  ftrongly  fqueezed  together, 
nearly  as  large  as  the  head  of  a  child,  in  the 
lixth  or  feventh  month,  A  bloody  ferum  con¬ 
tinued  to  drain  from  the  parts,  for  feveral 
days,  when  the  red  colour  vanifhed,  and  it 
began  to  yield  a  ftrong  foetid  fmell.  She  was 
feized  with  violent  pungent  pains  in  the  Hy- 
pogajlric  region,  the  lips  of  the  Os  Internum 
fwelled,  and  became  unequally  indurated,  the 
pains  and  difcharge  increafed,  with  all  the 
direful  fymptorns  of  a  confirmed  cancer  in 
TJtero .  Yet  no  other  flefh-like  fubftance  was 
evacuated,  though  every  now  and  then  fne 
was  attacked  with  violent  floodings:  at  length 
Hie  became  hectic,  and  died  in  about  three 
paonths. 

[Vide  Col.  IJI.  No.  II.  Cafe  III.] 

N  U  M  B.  II.  CASE  II. 

Mr.  Watkins ,  Surgeon  at  Cole  fin 'll  in  Warwick - 
Jhire ,  in  a  letter  dated  Augufl  24,  1746, 
writes  to  this  effect. 

Give  me  leave  to  trouble  vou  with  one  cafe 
as  a  confirmation  of  your  dodtrine,  that  the 
Mola  is,  for  the  moft  part,  an  excrefcence  of 
coagulated  blood,  and  not  a  falfe  production 
from  generation. 

G  3 


I  was 


86  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

I  was  called  to  a  married  woman  full  fixty 
years  of  age,  who  flooded  profufely,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  falling  down  of  the  womb,  as 
I  was  informed  by  the  mid  wives,  for  (he  was 
attended  by  two  who  had  attempted  the  re¬ 
duction.  Finding  an  imperforated  fubftance 
prefenting,  I  concluded  it  was  not  the  Uterus: 
then  placing  her  in  a  proper  pofture,  I  in¬ 
troduced  my  hand  and  delivered  her  of  a  muf- 
cular,  or  rather  tendinous-like  fubftance,  as 

4  t 

big  as  a  large  calf’s  heart,  exaflly  refembling 
the  auricles,  and  conical  point,  which  had 
prefented  at  different  times,  for  feven  years 
laft  paft,  with  vaft  flooding  and  excruciating 
pains.  The  lofs  of  blood  was  now  exceffive, 
but  by  the  help  of  incraflating  medicines 
and  acids,  ftie  is  happily  recovered  and 

<  '  *'*  *;  1  ■>.,>  *  »  i  %  >  •  .  * 

hearty. 

Vid.  Bonetus  Sepulchret.  Lib.  III.  Se£L  37. 
Ruyfch.  Tom.  I.  Obferv.  2S,  and  29.  Forejlus 
de  Morbis  Midi er  am,  Lib.  XXVIII.  Hi  Ma¬ 
nus  Centur .  2.  Obfervat .  25. 

NUMB.  III.  CASE  I. 

Hydatides  difcharged  from  the  Uterus. 

In  the  year  1752,  one  of  my  pupils  attend¬ 
ed  a  poor  woman,  who,  In  the  fourth  month 
of  her  pregnancy,  was  taken  with  a  violent 
'flooding,  which  was  reftrained  by  opiates ; 
but,  in  three  days,  returned  with  greater  vio- 
-  5  ‘  lence. 
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lence,  accompanied  with  (trong  pains  and 
frequent  (training,  like  a  Lenefmus .  At  length 
fhe  difcharged  a  pot  full  of  coagulated  blood 
and  Hydatides,  adhering  to  a  membranous 
fubffance,  or  to  one  another,  like  a  bunch  of 
grapes  of  different  fizes,  from  the  bignefs  of  a 
nutmeg  to  the  fmallnefs  of  hempfeed.  The 
patient  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  we 
thought  (he  could  not  poffibly  live;  never- 
thelefs,  fhe  gradually  recovered,  contrary  to 
our  expe&ation. 

CASE  II. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Crawford  of  London, 

in  the  year  1753. 

I  was  called  'to  a  woman  about  the  age  of 
twenty-feven,  who  thought  herfelf  (even 
months  gone  with  child.  When  I  entered 
the  room,  (lie  (food  leaning  on  the  back  of  a 
chair,  with  an  earthen  pot  betwixt  her  legs : 
(lie  had  voided  near  a  pint  and  an  half  of 
blood  into  this  receiver,  before  I  came,  and 
at  times  evacuated  the  fame  quantity  for  near 
three  months.  Her  flooding  was  then  much 
abated ;  but  (lie  was  very  weak  and  low, 
though  almoft  entirely  free  from  pain.  When 
I  examined  the  Matrix ,  I  found  the  Os  Li  need 
open  to  fcarce  the  breadth  of  half  a  crown, 
but  nothing  like  the  appearance  of  a  child* 
Though  her  flooding  was  now  but  fmall,  in 
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confideration  of  her  having  enjoyed  no  reff 
for  three  nights  before,  fhe  was,  by  my  di¬ 
rection,  put  to  bed,  and  took  a  compofing 
draught,  which  made  her  lleep  about  two 
hours ;  but  (he  waked  with  feemingly  ftrong 
pains.  I  examined  her  again,  and  in  intro-? 
ducing  my  fore  and  middle  fingers  into  the 
Vagina ,  felt  fomething  which  1  miftook  for 
clotted  blood.  It  filled  both  my  hands  when 
I  brought  it  away,  and  appeared  to  be  a  large 
bundle  of  Hydatides  connected  one  with  ano¬ 
ther  by  an  infinite  number  of  fmall,  (lender 
filaments.  Thefe  bladders  contained  a  clear 

*•  *  •  *  _  *  .  .  .V  X  . 

lymph,  and  were  of  different  fizes,  fome  as 
large  as  my  thumb,  and  others  as  fmall  as  a 
pin's  head;  and  her  pains  continuing,  (lie 
evacuated  as  many  as  filled  a  two  quart  bafon  : 
thus  delivered,  (he  was  freed  from  her  pains, 
her  flooding  ceafed,  and  the  womb  cont rated 
to  the  fize  of  mv  fift.  Neverthelefs,  (lie  was 
fldll  ftrongly  pofieffed  with  the  notion  that 
there  was  a  child  remaining,  and  earneftly 
begged  that  I  would  bring  it  into  the  world. 
I  aflured  her,  that  (he  was  already  delivered 
of  what  fhe  had  miftaken  for  a  child,  and 
having  prefcribed  what  was  neceffary,  left  her 
very  well  fatisfied  and  compofed.  Next  day 
I  found  her  eafy;  (lie  continued  to  do  very 
well,  and  at  the  writing  of  this  cafe,  was  in 
the  fifth  or  fixth  month  of  pregnancy. 

■  "  N,  B.  She 
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N.  B.  She  had  been  delivered  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  before  (he  was  troubled  with  the  Hyda - 
tides. 

Mr.  Lamotte ,  in  his  XVIth  Obfervation 
gives  an  account  of  a  woman  that  imagined 
herfelf  gone  with  child  above  five  months, 
who  was  delivered  of  a  mole,  or  fomething  of 
that  nature,  as  big  as  two  fids,  compofed  of 
an  infinite  number  of  veficles,  tied  to  one  ano¬ 
ther  by  membranes,  and  which  held  together 
like  a  (warm  of  frogs ;  after  being  exceffively 
weakened  with  a  continual  lofs  of  blood  for 

X 

eighteen  days,  which  was  flight  at  firft,  but 
became  very  violent  before  delivery,  and  ftopt 
immediately  after. 

In  Objetvat .  XVII,  he  gives  an  account  of 
a  woman  that  imagined  herfelf  gone  feven  or 
eight  months,  who  paffed  a  great  quantity 
of  waters,  which,  he  thinks,  was  a  real  drop- 
(y  of  the  Uterus . 

In  Obfervation  XVIII.  he  gives  a  cafe  where 
the  Abdomen  increafed  to  a  great  bignefs,  to 
the  eighth  or  ninth  month ;  and,  although 
the  woman  had' her  Menfes ,  fhe  imagined  (lie 
was  fo  long  gene  with  child,  having  miffed 
one  period  at  the  beginning  of  her  reckoning; 
but  inftead  of  being  delivered  of  a  child,  (lie, 
for  feveral  days  together,  paffed  an  incredible 
quantity  of  wind,  making  the  fame  noife  as 

when 
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when  it  vents  itfelf  at  the  Anus,  but  involun¬ 
tarily.  Vid.  Ruyfch,  Tom .  L  Obferv.  28. 

In  Phil.  Tra?if.  No.  309.  p.  2387.  there  is 
a  paper  by  Mr.  J.  Toimg ,  giving  an  account 
pf  balls  of  hair,  with  bones  in  the  middle, 
fome  like  teeth,  others  refembling  the  man¬ 
dible,  with  a  few  fockets  and  teeth  in  them, 
contained  in  different  parts  of  the  Uterus  and 
Ovaria ,  &c. 

There  are  alfo  accounts  of  the  fame  kind, 
by  Dr.  Edward  Tyfon ,  No.  2,  p.  11.  and  by 
Dr.  damp  Jon,  No.  2.  p.  49, 
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COLLECTION  IX. 

.Of  Polypus,  Schirrofity  and  Cancer  in  the 

Uterus  and  Vagina.  Vide  Vol.  I.  Lib.  I. 

Ch.  III.  Sect.  9. 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  I. 

•  «W  -  *  *  «  •  •  !l  ^  i. 

Of  the  Polypus. 

A  woman  turned  of  thirty,  who  never  had. 
bore  children,  confulted  me  in  the  year  1726, 
about  a  very  extraordinary  diftemper.  One 
of  the  febaceous  glands,  on  the  right  fide  of 
the  Os  externum ,  and  clofe  to  the  Canmnculcz 
Myrtiformes ,  had  infenfibly  increafed  and 
fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  found  it  as 
large  as  a  middling  pear,  hanging  from  the 
part  by  a  long  neck  as  thick  as  my  little  fin¬ 
ger,  and  about  half  a  yard  long,  fo  that  the 
tumour  reached  down  to  her  knees.  I  per¬ 
ceived  the  lower  end,  which  was  the  largeft, 
excoriated,  and  appearing  like  an  Herpes 
though  Ihe  felt  no  pain  ;  and  from  this  part, 
a  fmall  quantity  of  blood  was  difcharged, 
during  every  menftrual  evacuation.  A  liga¬ 
ture  being  applied  to  the  neck  of  the  tumor, 
clofe  to  its  origin,  it  was  amputated,  and  the 
wound  cured  without  any  difficulty. 
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CASE  II. 

I 

'In  the  year  1742,  a  midwife  being  called  to 
a  woman  in  labour,  about  the  age  of  twenty- 
fix,  felt  not  only  the  child’s  head  pu fifing  down 
through  the  Os  internum  into  the  Vagina ,  but, 
at  the  fame  time,  another  large,  firm,  round 
fubftance  at  the  fide  of  the  head,  protruding 
fin  the  fame  manner.  A  male  pradtitioner 
being  confulted,  could  not  difcover  the  nature 
of  this  tumor,  and  left  the  patient,  telling 
her  it  was  furgeon’s  work.  Neverthelefs,  the 
head  was,  with  great  difficulty,  forced  beyond 
the  fweliing,  and  the  child  delivered,  though 
the  midwife  w?as  unjuftiy  accufed  by  the 
*  neighbours,  of  having  pulled  down  the  Ute¬ 
rus.  Some  months  after  her  delivery,  the 
tumor  inflamed,  and  matter  being  formed 
below  its  furface,  wras  difcharged  to  fuch  a 
quantity,  as  emaciated  and  enfeebled  the  pa¬ 
tient,  A  gentleman  being  called  to  her  affift- 
ance,  defired  my  advice;  but  when  w;g  con¬ 
fulted  together,  no  right  judgment  could  be 
formed,  becaufe  the  tumor  filled  up  the 
whole  Vagina ,  and  the  Os  internum  could  not 
be  felt.  We  recommended  a  milk  diet,  and 
fome  time  after  the  confultation,  we  were 
called  again,  when  we  found  the  fweliing 
forced  down  without  the  external  parts,  and 
could  plainly  feel  the  Os  internum ,  to  the  fide  of 
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which  the  tumor  adhered  by  a  very  fhort 
neck,  about  an  inch  thick,  and  of  a  livid  co¬ 
lour  towards  the  lower  part.  The  Os  inter¬ 
num  was  pulled  down,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  lips  were  perceivable,  together  with  the 
upper  part  of  the  tumor,  which  had  not  as 
yet  changed  colour.  Round  this,  a  firm  li¬ 
gature  being  made,  the  tumor  was  amputa¬ 
ted,  when  we  found  the  lower  parts  of  its 
neck  already  livid.  Before  this  reparation 
the  patient  had  been  tormented  with  violent 
pains,  from  the  pulling  down  of  the  Uterus , 
and  the  {training  of  the  ligaments  5  and,  at 
the  time  of  the  operation,  was  very  much 
exhaufted  ;  fo  that  fhe  died  in  two  or  three 
days  after  the  excifion. 

The  body  being  opened,  the  under  fide  of 
the  Uterus  was  found  mortified,  and  the  right 
fide  adhering  to  the  neighbouring  parts,  by 
which  the  Ovarium  and  Fallopian  Tube  of  that 
fide  were  covered  and  concealed.  The  tumor 
being  cut  open,  appeared  to  be  a  folid,  firm, 
glandular  fubftance, 

CASE  III. 

Communicated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Holyoake , 
dated  Jan .  29,  1750. 

The  child  prefented  with  the  back,  and 
was  extracted  footling;  and  after  delivery, 

the 
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the  Placenta  came  away  with  little  or  no  af« 
fiftance :  but  the  Uterus  ftill  continuing  re¬ 
markably  large,  Mr.  Holyoake  fufpefted  that 
there  was  contained  in  it,  a  great  quantity  of 
coagulated  blood,  or  another  child.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  introduced  his  hand  into  the  womb, 
and  felt  a  large  flefhy  fubftance,  adhering  to 
the  left  fide  of  the  Fitndus ,  with  fmall  excref- 
cences  hanging  from  it  like  teats.  At'  firft,' 
he  was  afraid  of  extrading  it,  left  it  fhould 
be  followed  by  a  mortal  haemorrhage ;  but 
confidering  that  a  dangerous  flooding  might 
enfue  from  the  Uterus  being  kept  thus  dif- 
tended,  he  refolved  to  feparate  this  fubftance* 
which  did  not  come  away  without  confider- 
able  force,  and  weighed  near  two  pounds* 
being  of  the  texture  of  a  Polypus . 

As  he  defired  my  opinion  of  this  affair,  I 
obferved  in  my  anfwer,  that  glandular  ex- 
crefcences  or  Polypufes  are  commonly  attach¬ 
ed  by  veffels,  and  could  not  have  been  fepa- 
rated  with  the  fingers:  the  Placenta ,  wheii 
left,  and  long  retained  in  the  Uterus ,  is  com- 
prefled  into  a  fchirrous  hardnefs  j  that  the  na¬ 
ture  of  Molas  is  not  yet  afcertained;  and 
though,  fometimes,  unaccountable  appear¬ 
ances  occur,  this  fubftance  feems  to  have 
been  a  large  coagulum,  which  had  acquired 
fuch  firmnefs  by  preflure,  in  a  flooding  which 
might  have  happened  before  he  arrived. 

I  my* 
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I  myfelf  had  extradited  as  large  coagula  af¬ 
ter  delivery,  though  of  a  loofer  texture;  but 
thofe  formed  in  repeated  floodings,  before 
delivery,  are  more  folid,  and  affume  the  ap~ 
pearance  of  a  flefhy  fubftance. 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1753,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
by  Mr.  Pinkflane ,  who  informed  me,  that  fhe 
had  been  much  weakened  with  large  difchar- 
ges  from  the  Uterus ,  at  firft  fanguineous,  and 
afterwards  of  a  brownifh  colour,  and  foetid 
fmell:  on  examining  in  the  Vagina ,  I  felt 
the  Uterus  largely  ft  retched  with  little  or  no 
neck,  and  a  little  above  the  Pubis ,  the  Abdo¬ 
men  felt  like  one  in  the  fixth  month  of  preg¬ 
nancy.  The  Or  Uteri  was  thin,  and  fo  much 
open,  as  to  receive  the  end  of  my  finger ;  and 
I  found  a  fmall  fubftance  like  a  Polypus  lying 
loofe  within  it.  Two  days  after,  being  again 
called,  the  above  gentleman  told  me,  that 
the  woman  had  fomething  like  pains;  that 
the  Os  Uteri  was  more  open,  and  he  could 
feel  the  fubftance  adhering  to  the  Uterus  by  a 
fmall  neck.  This  was  really  the  cafe;  but 
when  he  prefled  on  the  Abdomen  to  keep  down 
the  Uterus ,  I  felt  a  contraction  higher,  as  if 
the  neck  of  the  Polypus  adhered  to  another 
round,  hard  fubftance,  much  larger  and 
higher  in  the  Uterus .  In  two  or  three  d-^ys 
1  more. 
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more,  I  was  again  called,  and  informed,  he 
had  hooked  down  the  Polypus  with  his  finger* 
through  the  Os  Uteri ,  into  the  Vagina .  I 
then  found  it  more  fenfible,  adhering  to  a 
larger  fubftance;  yet  at  no  time  did  I  per¬ 
ceive  any  difcharge  on  my  finger.  She  was 
aged  thirty-eight  years,  had  been  married 
about  a  year ;  and  although  regular  in  the 
menftrual  difcharge,  her  bignefs  gave  fome 
fufpicion  that  fhe  might  be  with  child.  She 
had  been  taken  with  frequent  ficknefles  and 
reachings ;  which,  about  fix  weeks  before  I 
was  called,  had  encreafed,  and  fhe  was  every 
now  and  then  attacked  with  violent  pains  5 
then  followed  the  large  difcharges,  which 
weakened  her  fo  much,  as  frequently  to 
throw  her  into  dangerous  faintings.  Every 
thing  neceflary  was  ordered,  as  to  diet  and 
medicine,  to  fupport  and  keep  up  her  ftrength; 
but  the  difcharge  was  fo  great,  that  fhe  at  laft 
funk  under  it  and  died.  When  the  Abdomen 
was  opened,  a  large  quantity  of  brownifh, 
foetid  fluid  was  difcharged,  and  a  tumor  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  lower  part,  larger  than  a  child’s 
head,  which  we  took  firft  for  the  Uterus  5  and 
from  which  we,  with  great  difficulty,  fepa- 
rated  the  Peritonaeum ,  Qmentum  and  Inteftines ; 
all  thefe  adhering  fo  firmly  to  one  another, 
that  we  could  fcarce  diftinguifh,  and  feparate 
them,  without  tearing  the  parts.  Finding 

A 
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we  could  not  be  informed  properly,  as  the 
Uterus  lay  in  the  Abdomen ,  all  was  carefully 
difiefted;  and,  when  taken  out,  we  found 
this  large  tumor  was  not  the  womb.  We 
then  endeavoured  to  find  the  Ovaria ,  and 
Fallopian  Pubes,  but  all  the  neighbouring 
parts  adhered  all  round  fo  ftrongly,  that  there 
was  no  fuch  thing  to  be  difcovered.  Having 
dilated  the  fore- part  of  the  Vagina ,  we  difco¬ 
vered  the  little  Polypus  lying  in  it,  about  the 
bignefs  of  a  kidney-bean,  with  a  (lender  neck 
about  an  inch  long ;  and,  opening  the  Os 
Uteri ,  we  perceived  a  little  cavity  in  the  neck, 
that  had  been  ftretched  by  the  Polypus ,  which 
it  contained.  Tracing  farther,  we  found  the 
cavity  of  the  Fundus  Uteri ,  to  our  great  fur- 
prize,  no  larger  than  in  an  unimpregnated 
date,  and  the  neck  of  the  Polypus  adhering,' 
as  we  thought,  to  a  round  hard  tumor,  that 
was  contained  in  the  fuhftance  of  the  Uterus , 
on  the  left  fide  of  the  neck.  This  being  dif¬ 
fered  out,  feemed  to  be  one  of  the  glands  in- 
creafed  to  the  fize  of  a  fmall  pullet's  egg,  co¬ 
vered  with  the  internal  membrane  of  the  Ute¬ 
rus ,  and  the  Polypus  adhered  only  to  the  in- 
fide  membrane,  and  not  to  the  gland.  It 
was  alfo  covered  by  the  Peritonaeum  on  the 
left  fide,  and  when  cut  open,  was  of  a  whitilh 
folid  (ubflance.  The  Polypus,  when  cut,  was 
fofter,  and,  in  colour  and  confidence,  like  a 
Vo L.  II.  H  kidney. 
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kidney.  We  then  examined  the  large  tumor 
at  firft  taken  for  the  Uterus ,  which  was  of  a 
livid  colour,  and  full  of  the  fame  foetid  brown- 
ifh  fluid,  that  was  found  in  the  Abdomen .  We 
obferved  a  fmall  opening  at  the  back  part,  by 
which  this  had  been  gradually  difcharged  in¬ 
to  the  Abdomen ,  and  another  opening  lower 
down  through  the  ReBum>  which  was  livid. 
This  circumftance  fhewed,  that  the  fluid 
trickled  from  the  tumor  into  the  Abdomeny 
and  from  thence  through  the  Rettum  and 
Fundament ;  and  not  from  the  Uterus  through 
the  Vagina ,  as  had  been  imagined.  This  tu¬ 
mor  appeared  to  proceed  from  the  Fundus 
Uten\  and,  in  examining  more  narrowly  the 
fubftance  of  the  Ute?~uSy  which  was  white, 
folid,  and  a  little  thicker  than  common,  we 
found  another  gland  near  as  big  as  the  firfl, 
and  a  little  above,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Fun¬ 
dus ,  and  contained  alfo  in  the  fubftance  of 
the  Uterus ;  but  when  we  cut  open  this  gland, 
it  was  grown  livid  on  the  infide.  We  then 
concluded,  that  it  was  more  than  probable, 
the  large  tumor  was  originally  one  of  thefe 
glands,  that  had  increafed  gradually  as  the 
others ;  that  it  had  turned  cancerous  on  the 
infide,  and  had  been  gradually  ftretched  more 
and  more,  with  the  cancerous  fluid,  that  had 
burfl:  through ;  and  was  difcharged,  as  was 

before  obferved.  The  infide  of  the  tumor 
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Was  full  of  little  hard  knots,  of  the  bignefs  of 
hempfeed,  and  the  coats  about  one  eighth  of 
an  inch  thick.  The  pain  was  much  of  the 
fame  kind  as  a  burning  heat,  and  tearing, 
attended  with  a  he£tic  fever,  fyncopes,  a  low, 
quick,  and  fometimes  an  intermitting  pulfe. 
Thefe  fymptoms,  before  I  examined  the  Os 
Uteri ,  made  me  imagine,  there  was  a  cancer 
in  the  Uterus ;  but  finding  the  Os  Uteri  foft, 
and  not  fcirrhous,  and  in  large  hard  bumps, 
as  in  other  cafes,  when  cancerous,  I  was  at  a 
lofs  what  judgment  to  form ;  though  I  ima¬ 
gined,  it  was  more  probably  a  gland,  or 
Polypus ,  increafed  to  a  large  fize  in  the  Uterus , 
and  turned  cancerous,  and  that  the  final! 
Polypus  was  an  appendix  from  that  •>  and,  as 
Hie  had  fomething,  every  now  and  then, 
like  labour-pains,  the  large  Polypus ,  if  it  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  Uterus  with  a  finall  neck,  might 
be  at  laft  forced  down  into  the  Uterus ,  and 
taken  off  by  a  ligature. 

CASE  V. 

V, 

Communicated  by  Dr.  Harvie. 

Dec .  175 7.  A  woman  who  had  bore  fe- 
veral  children,  and  was  of  a  delicate  confti- 
tution;  about  the  age  of  forty-five,  began  to 
be  irregular  as  to  the  Catamenia .  Sometimes 
fhe  had  frequent  returns,  and  at  other  times 
at  an  interval  of  two  or  three  months,  and 
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generally  much  in  quantity  ;  always  attended 
with  more  or  lefs  pain.  She  continued  in 
this  way  for  two  years,  when  (he  was  leized 
with  violent  throbbing  pains  above  the  left 
groin,  and  had  no  reft  unlefs  fhe  took  an 
opiate.  A  large  quantity  of  ferous  foetid 
matter  began  to  bedifcharged  from  the  Vagi¬ 
na,  which  by  degrees  brought  her  very  low. 
She  had  confulted  feveral  phyficians,  but 
found  no.  relief;  at  length  I  was  fent  for  to 
inform  her  phyficians  of  the  Prate  of  the  Ute¬ 
rus,  Upon  examining,  I  found  all  the  back 
part  of  the  Vagina  filled  up  with  a  large,  hard 
iiibftance,  the  Os  Uteri  more  forward  than 
common,  with  large,  hard,  and  ragged  lips ; 
from  which  the  doftor  and  I  agreed,  that  the 
Uterus  was  fcirrhous  and  cancerous.  She 
now  alfo  had  great  pain  above  the  left  groin, 
which  we  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  the  Ova- 
ria  and  Ligaments  being  alfo  afieded.  She 
made  water  with  great  difficulty,  and  never 
went  to  ftool  unlefs  by  the  force  of  medi¬ 
cines.  She  had  now  no  intermiffion  of  pain 
but  by  Opium ,  which  at  laft  was  increafed  to 
thirty  grains  in  twenty-four  hours.  For  feve¬ 
ral  months  before  death  file  continued  in  this 
deplorable  fit  nation.  I  was  afterwards  de¬ 
filed  to  open  the  body,  and  found  a  confide- 
rable  quantity  of  thin  ichorous  matter  of  a 
very  offenfive  find!  floating  amongft  the  Intef- 

tines : 
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tines :  The  Peritonaeum ,  the  external  coat  of 
the  Intejlines  was  eroded  every  where,  as  far 
as  the  matter  had  infmuated,  and  the  Intef- 
tines  every  where  adhering.  At  fiift  I  was  at 
a  lofstoknow  from  whence  this  matter  came, 
or  indeed  to  diftinguifh  one  part  from  ano¬ 
ther  :  But  upon  careful  infpedtion  found  that 
the  right  Ovarium  was  fcirrhous,  one  end  of 
which  had  formed  into  a  large  abfcefs  and 
broke.  The  Uterus  was  alfo  fcirrhous,  and 
about  the  bignefs  of  a  goofe-egg,  and  prefied 
fo  clofe  to  the  Pubis  that  no  part  of  the  blad¬ 
der  could  be  feen  :  The  infide  of  the  Uterus , 
when  opened,  was  wholly  ulcerated.  I  then 
looked  for  the  left  Ovarium ,  but  not  finding 
it  in  Situ ,  and  ohferving  the  Uterus  thrown 
clofer  to  the  Pubis  than  might  be  expedted 
from  its  bignefs ;  it  came  into  my  mind,  that 
it  might  have  fallen  down  behind  the  Uterus , 
which  accordingly  was  the  cafe,  the  upper 
end  of  it  laid  upon  the  laft  vertebra  of  the 
loins,  the  bulk  of  it  filling  up  all  the  concave 
part  of  the  Sacrum .  The  length  of  this  Ova¬ 
rium  was  five  inches :  in  thicknefs  four  inches, 
entirely  fcirrhous,  although  it  was  not  attend¬ 
ed  to  in  the  diffedlion,  yet  the  great  quantity 
of  matter  that  was  difcharged  from  the  Va¬ 
gina  when  the  patient  was  alive,  mull  have 
been  from  the  impofthumated  Ovarium  cor¬ 
roding  and  making  its  way  through  the  parts, 

H  3  (Vide 
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(Vide  Cafe  IV.)  as  that  did  into  the  ReStum, 
which  prevented  an  afcites  in  the  Abdomen . 

BonetuSy  in  his  Sepulchretum ,  Lib.  III.  Se6L 
32.  Obferv .  6,  8,  SV.  gives  feveral  inftances 
of  farcomatous  and  glandular  tumors,  which 
were  miftaken  for  the  Uterusy  until  the  con¬ 
trary  appeared  upon  difledlion. 

Saviardy  Obferv.  XXXVI.  mentions  a  wo* 
man,  who  imagined  herfelf  eleven  months 
gone  with  child.  The  Os  internum  being  di¬ 
lated  to  the  bignefs  of  a  crown,  they  endea¬ 
voured  to  extract  the  extraneous  body,  but 
unfuccefsfully.  Since  her  imagining  herfelf 
with  child,  (he  had  every  month  a  very 
confidetable  difcharge  of  blood,  which  wea¬ 
kened  herfo  much,  that  fhedied.  On  open¬ 
ing  her  body,  there  was  found  adhering  to 
the  Fundus  Uteri ,  a  flefhy  mafs  of  the  big¬ 
nefs  of  an  ox’s  heart,  covered  with  a  mem¬ 
brane,  which  feemed  a  continuation  of  that 
of  the  UtentSy  to  which  it  adhered  by  a  Jong- 
ifh  neck,  fmaller  than  the  tumor.  There 
was  a  confiderable  cavity  found  in  it,  that 
extended  from  its  bafe  to  its  point,  into 
which  the  veins  emptied  themfelves,  and  from, 
whence  the  monthly  haemorrhage  flowed.  The 
fubflrance  of  it  was  glandular  and  fcirrhous, 
and  its  point  gangrenous  from  the  violence 
in  the  extraction. 
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Vide  M.  Levrefs  Obfervations  fur  la  cure 
radicale  de  plujieurs  Polypes  de  la  Matrice ,  &c. 
Paris ,  1749. 

In  the  Philofoph .  LranfaB.  No.  481.  p.  285. 
is  a  letter  from  Peter  Templeman ,  M.  D.  to 
William  Battie ,  M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Phyficians,  London ,  and  F.  R.  S. 
concerning  a  Polypus  at  the  heart,  and  a 
fcirrhous  tumor  in  the  Uterus . 

NUMB.  II.  C  A  S  E  I. 

Of  the  Scirrhus  and  Cancer  in  the  Ute¬ 
rus  and  Vagina. 

. 

In  the  year  1722,  I  affilted  in  opening  the 
body  of  a  woman  turned  of  feventy,  who  for 
a  long  time  before  fhe  died,  had  been  very 
big  in  the  Abdomen ,  and  fubjeft  to  Teachings 
and  cholic  pains :  the  firft  diforder  was  fup- 
pofed  to  proceed  from  water  contained  in 
ciftufes,  and  the  other  complaints  from  a 
diftemperature  in  the  fpleen  or  kidneys. 

The  adipofe  membrane  and  Omentum  were 
of  an  extraordinary  thicknefs.  The  Uterus 
was  almoft  as  big  as  a  child’s  head,  and  feem- 
ed  very  folid  to  the  touch :  when  laid  open, 
we  could  not  perceive  the  lead:  appearance  of 
a  cavity,  which,  in  all  probability,  was  filled 
up  by  the  increafe  and  preflure  of  the  glands. 
The  gall-bladder  contained  about  twenty 
ftones  of  different  fizes  ;  while  the  Ovaria 
were  fmall  and  fhrunk. 

H  4 
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CASE  II. 

Some  time  about  the  year  1734,  an  old  fe¬ 
male  fervant  belonging  to  a  lady  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  died  in  a  very  emaciated  condition  >  her 
belly  having  been  increafed  to  an  enormous 
fize.  The  Abdomen  had  begun  to  fwell  foon 
after  the  Catamenia  ceafed  to  flow,  and  as  it 
increafed  to  a  confiderable  bulk,  file  was 
afiiifted  with  a  difficulty  of  breathing  in 
making  water,  and  going  to  ftool.  Thefe 
complaints  increafed,  in  proportion  to  the 
augmentation  of  the  belly,  particularly  the® 
difficulty  in  breathing,  which  would  not  al¬ 
low  her  to  lie  in  bed,  except  when  fupported 
by  pillows :  though  fhe  was  eafier  when  up, 
efpecially  when  fufpended  by  the  arm-pits. 
A  great  number  of  deobftruent  medicines 
were  adminiftered,  as  well  as  hydragogues, 
for  the  cafe  was  fuppofed  to  be  dropfical :  but 
c very  thing  proved  ineffectual :  and  wdien  (he 
was  opened,  we  were  not  a  little  furpriefd  to 
find  the  fwelling  proceeded  entirely  from  the 
Uterus ,  which,  when  taken  out,  weighed 
about  twelve  pounds.  It  was  altogether  folid, 
without  any  perceivable  cavity,  of  a  white 
colour,  and  firm  glandular  confidence,  and 
had  prefled  upon  the  inteftines  infuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  about  four  inches  of  the  Ilium  were 
mortified.  The  Ovaria  were  likewife  much 
emaciated. 
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Jf 

When  I  opened  the  Abdomen  of  the\voman 
mentioned  No.  II.  Caf.  I.  of  the  VlMth  Col¬ 
lection,  I  found  the  Uterus  nearly  as  large  as 
that  defcribed  in  the  firft  cafe  of  this  number, 
but  thefurface,  inftead  of  being  fniooth,  was 
rendered  unequal  by  large  indurations  as  hard 
as  a  cartilage :  the  Ovaria  were  affected  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  feveral  fcirrhofities  ap¬ 
peared  upon  the  Omentum.  The  cavity  of 
the  Uterus  was  irregular,  in  confequence  of 
thofe  indurated  fwellings,  the  interftices  of 
which  were  deeply  ulcerated  $  the  Os  Uteri 
was  large,  unequal,  and  ftudded  with  tumors 
as  large  as  pigeons  eggs  ;  and  the  Vagina  was 
full  of  little  ulcers  with  callous  lips. 

C  A  S  E  IV. 

I  was  lately  called  to  a  woman  about  the 
age  of  forty-five,  who  had  never  bore  chil¬ 
dren  :  but  for  ten  years  had  been  irregular  in 
the  menftrual  difcharge,  and  always  in  great 
pains  before  its  appearance  ;  fhe  had  likewife 
been  affi’uSted  with  the  Fluor  Albus  in  great 
quantity.  I  felt  a  large  hard  tumor  filling 
up  all  the  back  part  of  the  Vagina ,  to  which 
it  clofely  adhered  by  a  large  bafis;  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  I  could  feel  the  Os  Uteri  caffc 
forwards  towards  the  Pubes ,  and  ftudded  with 
large  indurated  fwellings,  from  which  fhe  had 

been 
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been  for  feveral  months  fubjefl  to  excruci¬ 
ating  pains,  fo  as  to  be  obliged  to  receive  a 
glyfter  every  evening,  with  an  opiate  after  its 
operation.  She  had  likewife,  from  time  to 
time,  large  evacuations  of  blood,  as  well  as 
the  other  difcharge  in  great  quantity,  often 
of  a  brownifh  colour  and  very  foetid  fmell. 

I  have  known  a  great  number  of  fuch  cafes, 
which  commonly  begin  at  the  time  when  the 
menftrual  difcharge  ceafes,  being  occafioned 
by  different  accidents  and  irregularities  ;  and 
generally  prefcribe  venaefedlion  once  a  month, 
and  fome  gentle  laxative  once  or  twice  a  week, 
by  which  means  the  Uterus ,  though  fcirrhous, 
is  kept  in  a  ftate  of  indolence,  without  in¬ 
flammation  or  degenerating  into  a  confirmed 
cancer. 

N.  B.  The  above  patient  died  fince  the 
cafe  was  fent  to  prefs. 
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COLLECTION  X. 

Of  complaints  proceeding  from  Uterine 

Gestation. 

NUMB.  I.  1  CASE  I. 

Of  Nausea,  Vomitings,  and  Longings. 

[VideV ol.  X.  Lib.  2.  Chap,  i.] 

In  the  year  1746, 1  was  called  to  a  woman, 
who  having  been  attacked  in  the  fecond  month 
of  her  firft  pregnancy,  with  violent  Teachings 
and  vomitings,  was  perfuaded  by  fome  of  her 
acquaintance  to  take  a  vomit,  which,  they 
fuppofed,  would  remove  the  complaint.  She 
accordingly  took  twenty- five  grains  of  Ipeca¬ 
cuanha,  which  operated  upwards  and  down¬ 
wards  with  fuch  violence,  »as  threw  her  into 
convulfions  and  floodings,  and  when  I  came 
to  her  affiftance,  fhe  was  extremely  low  and 
faint.  She  immediately  fwallowed  fifteen 
drops  of  Liquid  Laudanum  in  a  tea-cup  full 
of  mint-water  ^  and  I  prefcribed  the  following 
mixture  to  be  taken  occafionally. 

R  Tinff.  Rofar.  rub .  §vfl.  Laud .  Liquid,  gut.  xv. 
conf.  Fracaft.  gij.  M. 

and  between  whiles  a  little  burnt  claret.  The 
evacuations  foon  ceafed,  and  fhe  enjoyed  to¬ 
lerable  refl  that  night,  but  the  difcharge  of 
the  blood  returned  next  morning,  and  pains 
coming  on,  fhe  mifcarried  the  following 
evening. 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 

« ' 

In  about  four  months  after  this  accident, 
the  fame  woman  became  pregnant,  and  being 
again  attacked  with  ficknefs  at  her  ftomach 
and  Teachings,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fecond 
month,  I  was  called  to  her  relief.  Finding 
fhe  had  exceeded  the  ufual  period  of  her  Cata¬ 
menia,  about  a  week,  I  ordered  eight  ounces 
of  blood  to  be  taken  from  her  arm,  and  fhe 
was  immediately  relieved.  In  four  weeks  af¬ 
ter  this  evacuation,  the  reaching  began  to  re¬ 
turn  with  more  violence,  the  vensefe&ion 
was  repeated,  and  the  complaint  abated: 
fhe  was  twice  afterwards  blooded  at  the  inter¬ 
val  of  four  weeks,  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  and 
happily  went  on  tg.  her  full  time :  neverthe- 
lefs,  though  thefe  evacuations  greatly  dimi- 
nifhed  the  complaint,  it  in  a  fmall  degree  re¬ 
curred  every  morning  till  the  middle  of  the 
fifth  month. 

CASE  III. 

A  womart  fubject  to  nervous  complaints, 
was,  in  the  fecond  month  of  her  fecond  preg¬ 
nancy,  attacked  with  violent  Teachings,  for 
which  fhe  underwent  gentle  evacuations,  and 
took  draughts  with  the  neutral  falts,  to  no 
purpofe.  The  complaint,  however,  abated, 
in  confequence  of  her  going  into  the  country, 
and  drinking  affes  milk  for  the  fpace  of  fix 

weeks : 
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weeks:  but  when  the  returned  to  town,  the 
vomiting  recurred  with  great  violence,  and 
flie  mifcarried  in  the  fourth  month. 

'  C  A  S  E  IV. 

In  the  year  1730, 1  was  called  to  a  woman) 
who  had  been  fuddenly  feized  with  a  violent 
cholic,  and  frequent  draining,  like  that  of  a 
! Tenefmus .  She  being  coftive,  I  ordered  a 
glyfter,  which  operated  feveral  times ;  but 
the  draining  ftill  continuing,  I  gave  her  twen¬ 
ty  drops  of  Liquid  Laudanum ,  in  a  little  white- 
wine  whey.  In  the  mean  time,  her  After,  in 
putting  her  to  bed,  obferved  that  ike  had  un¬ 
dergone  a  large  difcharge  of  blood,  and  de- 
fired  me  to  examine.  I  was  not  a  little  fur- 
prized  to  find  the  head  of  a  Feet  us  forced 
down  in  the  Vagina ;  however,  I  helped  it 
along,  and  the  Placenta  followed.  This 
might  be  in  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy. 
I  found  her  next  day  in  a  fair  way  of  recove¬ 
ry,  and  was  then  informed,  that  fihe  had  been 
privately  married,  and  the  preceding  night, 
in  order  to  conceal  this  ftep,  had  eaten  hear¬ 
tily  of  a  dilh,  which  was  known  to  have  been 
her  favourite,  notwithftanding  a  Naujea , 
which  threw  her  into  thof’e  levere  cholic  pains 
and  {trainings  that  occafioned  the  rnifear- 
riage. 


CASE 
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CASE  V. 

A  woman  who  had  bore  children,  been  un¬ 
commonly  healthy  during  pregnancy,  and 
ufed  to  banter  her  female  companions  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  antipathies  and  longings,  was, 
herfelf,  in  the  year  1753,  when  four  months 
gone  with  child,  one  evening,  unaccountably 
feized  with  a  longing  for  an  artichoak,  when 
Die  heard  them  cried  in  the  ftreet ;  but  as 
they  at  that  time  fold  at  an  high  price,  fhe 
refolved  to  check  her  defire,  as  a  piece  of  fool- 
ifh  extravagance,  and  went  to  bed,  without 
having  indulged  her  appetite.  She  could  not 
fleep,  however,  but  became  reftle.fs  and  anxi¬ 
ous,  felt  a  craving  and  uneafy  fenfation  at  her 
ftomach,  and  could  think  of  nothing,  but  the 
pleafmg  and  relifhing  difh  of  which  fire  had 
baulked  her  own  inclination.  Towards  morn¬ 
ing,  flie  was  attacked  by  violent  fpafmodic 
contractions  in  her  bowels,  and  I  was  juft 
called  in  time  to  receive  the  little  Foetus  :  but 
there  was  no  difcharge  from  the  Uterus  ;  fo 
that  I  knew  the  Placenta  ftill  adhered,  and 
refolved  to  wait  with  patience,  until  it  fhould 
be  difengaged  and  come  away  of  itfelf.  Be¬ 
ing  coftive,  fhe  received  a  glyfter,  after  the 
operation  of  which,  fhe  fwallowed  the  follow¬ 
ing  draught,  to  be  repeated  every  four  hours* 
for  three  or  four  times. 

R  Confetti.  Damocrat .  3ij.  Jq.  Cinnamon .  Simp. 

5if>.  Spirit.  Syr .  Croci  a  gij .  M. 

By 
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By  thefe  means,  {he  obtained  reft  and  a 
plentiful  fweat  5  and  next  night  there  was  a 
fmall  difcharge  from  the  Uterus ,  fucceeded  by 
after-pains,  which  difcharged  the  Secundines . 
Vide  Lamctte>  Obferv.  43  and  44. 

N  U  M  B.  II.  C  A  S  E  I. 

Of  obftrufted  Urine  and  Costiveness. 

Being  called  to  a  woman,  who,  in  her  firft 
child,  had  a  total  obftruftion  of  urine  about 
the  end  of  the  fourth  month,  I  found  her  in 
great  pain  from  a  diftenfion  of  the  bladder  ; 
for  the  fuppreffion  had  continued  full  thirty 
hours,  and  immediately  gave  her  eafe,  by 
drawing  off  the  urine  with  a  catheter.  For  fe- 
veral  days  ftie  had  made  water  with  fome 
difficulty,  and  but  a  very  little  at  a  time,  and 
when  examined,  I  felt  theUterus  lower  down 
than  ufual.  After  having  evacuated  the  blad¬ 
der,  I  ordered  her  to  be  blooded,  and  a  glyf- 
ter  to  be  adminiftered,  as  file  was  coftive. 
Next  morning  I  found  her  in  the  fame  con¬ 
dition  as  before,  Ihe  having  paffed  no  urine 
fince  the  catheter  was  ufed :  I  again  examin¬ 
ed  the  ftate  of  the  Uterus ,  and  felt  it  forced 
ftill  lower  down  by  the  preffure  of  the  over¬ 
charged  bladder :  indeed  it  was  fo  low,  that 
I  could  feel  the  length  of  the  neck  and  the 
ftretching  of  the  Fundus ,  which  feemed  to 
fill  up  the  whole  Pelvis :  I  likewife  examin¬ 
ed 
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ed  by  the  Reffium,  when  finding  it  prefs 
ftrongly  againft  the  Sacrum  as  well  as  the  Pu¬ 
bis  y  and  feeling  it  uncommonly  hot,  I  con¬ 
cluded  that  its  whole  body  was  inflamed. 
When  I  prefled  my  finger  againft  the  Os  Ute- 
riy  fo  as  to  raife  it  up,  feme  of  the  urine 
was  difchargcd,  but  this  being  in  fmall  quan¬ 
tity,  I  was  fain  to  have  recourfe  to  the  cathe¬ 
ter,  by  which  (he  was  again  relieved  of  the 
pain  above  ‘the  Pubes ,  though  (lie  ftill  conti¬ 
nued  to  complain  of  great  pain  lower  down 
in  the  Pelvis .  She  had  a  quick  pulfe,  accom¬ 
panied  with  other  feverifh  fymptoms,  for 
which  blooding  was  repeated  to  the  quantity 
often  ounces,  and  as  the  glyfter  had  not  ope¬ 
rated  according  to  expedlation,  I  prefcribed  a 
folution  of  Mann .  p.  Sal.  Glauber .  3ij  in  Aq. 
Fontan.  and  diredted  that  the  glyfter  might 
be  repeated,  in  cafe  this  liauftus  fhould  not 
begin  to  operate  in  two  hours.  Next  day,  X 
was  called  again  to  evacuate  the  urine,  and 
found  that  the  draught  had  operated  feyeral 
times;  but  the  pains  in  the  Vagina  ftiii  conti¬ 
nued,  togetiier  with  the  fever,  though  not  fo 
high  as  the  preceding  day.  -then  advifed 
her  to  be  cupped  and  bathed,  by  which  means 
her  complaints  abated  ;  yet  I  was  obliged  to 
draw  off  the  urine  once  in  twenty-four  hours, 
for  eleven  days,  before  (he  could  pafs  it  in 
the  natural  way  $  and  then  fhe  went  on  to 

9  her 
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1  V  • 

her  full  time.  She  began  to  be  troubled  with 
thisfuppreffion  about  the  fame  time  in  her  next 
pregnancy ;  but  by  blooding  and  keeping  her 
body  open,  it  was  prevented  from  being  to¬ 
tal.  I  have  had  twro  other  patients  troubled 
with  the  fame  complaint,  about  the  fame  pe¬ 
riod  of  geftation,  which  continued  fourteen 
days,  and  was  overcome  by  the  fame  method  5 
namely,  by  repeated  bloodings  and  glyfters, 
together  with  the  affiftance  of  the  catheter. 
I  have  frequently  known  a  difficulty  in  making 
water,  happen  at  the  end  of  the  fourth,  and 
variifh  about  the  middle  of  the  fifth  month. 

CASE  II. 

I  was  lately  called  to  a  woman  in  the  fifth 
month  ;  and  felt  the  Fundus  Uteri  forced  dowm 
backwards,  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Vagina , 
the  Os  Uteri  being  forward  and  above  the  in- 
fide  of  the  left  groin.  The  neck  and  under 
part  of  the  bladder  were  fo  preffed,  that  the 
patient  had  not  urined  for  feveral  days :  the 
Vefica  was  ftretched  up  to  the  Scrobiculus  Cor¬ 
dis,  and  a  fluctuation  was  felt  as  in  an  Ajcites. 
The  male  catheter  was  ufed,  becaufe  the  other 
was  too  fhort,  and  emptied  a  great  quantity 
of  urine;  fo  that  the  diftention  of  the  Abdo - 
men  confiderably  diminifhed. 

Next  day,  after  the  fame  operation,  fhe 
mifcarried,  confequently  the  obftrudtion  was 

VOL.  II.  I  removed : 
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removed  t  but,  being  greatly  emaciated  by 
want  of  nourifliment,  fhe  was  in  two  or  three 
days  carried  off  by  a  Diarrhea. 

CASE  III. 

*  *  ** 

In  the  year  1746,  being  called  to  a  woman 
who  was  feized  with  labour-pains,  and  a 
fmall  degree  of  flooding  in  the  third  month, 
occafioned  by  a  violent  T enefmus ,  I  ordered 
fix  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  her  arm, 
and  prefcribed  an  anodyne  draught,  which 
relieved  her  for  feveral  hours  5  but  the  pains 
returning,  Ihe  foon  mifcarried.  The  fame 
accident  had  happened  to  her  twice  before, 
from  the  fame  caufej  for  fhe  was  naturally 
very  coftive.  She  no  fooner  fufpedted  herfelf 
of  being  with  child  again,  than  my  advice 
was  demanded  ;  and  (he  being  of  a  full  habit, 
I  prefcribed  venaefeftion  to  eight  ounces,  and 
a  laxative  glvfter  to  be  injefled  immediately. 
Then*  I  directed  her  to  take  about  three 
drachms  of  the  EleEt.  Lenitiv.  every  other 
night,  to  live  chiefly  on  broths  and  boiled 
meats,  with  boiled  roots  and  greens,  and,  as 
it  was  then  fummer,  to  eat  ripe  fruits.  By 
this  regimen,  her  body  was  kept  open,  and 
fhe  went  on  to  the  full  time.  Vide  Lamotte, 
Obferv .  L.  I.  et  feq . 
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NUMB.  III.  CASE  I. 

\ 

Of  fwellings  of  the  Haemorrhoids,  Legs* 
Thighs,  and  Pudenda. 

In  the  year  1744,  I  vifited  a  woman  in  the 
fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  who  was 
very  much  afflicted  with  coftivenefs  and 
haemorrhoid ai  complaints,  to  which  file  was 
naturally  fubject.  At  this  time,  however, 
they  had  increaied  to  a  great  degree,  and  the 
pain  was  fo  fevere,  that  fhe  had  enjoyed  little 
or  no  reft  for  feveral  nights.  I  prefcribed  ve- 
nsefeclion  to  the  quantity -of  ten  ounces,  and 
as  fhe  was  averfe  to  a  glyfter,  ordered  a  bolus 
confifting  of 

R  Flcr.  Sulph.  9i.  Pulv.  e  chd .  carter  or.  Simp* 
9ft,  Elett.  Lemtiv.  31.  Syr .  Rof  Solut .  /. 

to  be  taken  at  bed-time,  in  fome  water-gruel 
made  with  frefh  butter.  If  this  fhould  not 
operate  plentifully  next  morning,  I  directed 
it  to  be  reinforced  with  Sal .  Glauber .  sij.  Man- 
nee  §i.  diflolved  in  water.  She  accordingly 
took  both  preferiptions,  in  confequence  of 
which  file  had  three  motions.  The  Sphintfer 
Ani  was  fo  fwelled,  inflamed  and  painful, 
that  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  foment  the 
parts  with  the  fteams  of  an  emollient  deco&ion, 
in  which  fome  Sal  Ammoniac  was  diflolved, 
with  a  mixture  of  fpirif  of  wine  and  vinegar. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  applications,  the  pain, 

I  2  fwelling. 
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fwelling,  and  fever  increafed,  and  being 
afraid  of  ufing  fcarifica^ions  or  leeches  to  a 
woman  in  her  condition,  without  farther  ad¬ 
vice,  I  defired  a  phyfician  might  be  called. 
He  ordered  a  repetition  of  venae  feftion,  and 
opening  medicines,  by  which  the  fever  was 
allayed  ;  but  as  the  haemorrhoidal  fwellings 
did  not  fubfide,  we  ventured  to  apply  leeches 
to  the  parts,  about  five  ounces  of  blood  were 
difcharged,  and  the  fwelling  immediately  fub- 
fiding,  (lie  proceeded  happily  to  the  full  time. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1744,  I  attended  a  woman, 
whofe  legs  had  begun  to  fwell  in  the  feventh 
month  of  pregnancy,  and  this  fwelling,  which 
was  of  the  leucophlegmatic  or  anafarcous 
kind,  continued  without  giving  her  much 
difturbance,  till  the  middle  of  the  ninth 
month,  when  being  obliged  to  walk  a  confi- 
derable  way,  upon  fome  particular  bufinefs, 
(he,  on  her  return  to  her  own  home,  found 
her  left  leg  and  thigh  exceflively  fwelled  and 
painful.  Indeed,  when  I  was  called,  I  began 
to  fear  a  mortification  would  enfue,  for  the 
fkin  appeared  of  a  livid  hue.  The  woman 
being  otherwife  of  a  ftrong  and  healthy  con- 
ftitution,  I  immediately  ordered  twelve  ounces 
of  blood  to  be  taken  from  her  arm ;  and  as 
fhe  was  coftive,  prefcribed  a  purgative  glyfter, 

which 


% 

CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  117 

which  operated  three  times.  Her  leg  and 
thigh  were  fomented  with  a  decoCtion  of  the 
fame  nature  as  that  defcribed  in  the  preceding 
cafe;  and  as  the  pain  continued,  an  emollient 
cataplafm  was  applied  over  all  the  parts  af¬ 
fected.  She  enjoyed  little  reft  that  night,  and 
finding  her  fever,  paki  and  reftlefinefs  remain¬ 
ing  next  morning,  I  ordered  her  to  be  blood¬ 
ed  again  to  the  quantity  of  ten  ounces  :  I  di¬ 
rected  her  to  take  draughts  with  the  natural 
falts,  to  drink  plentifully  of  an  emulfion  with 
nitre,  and  continue  the  ufe  of  the  fomentation 
and  poultice.  Next  day,  the  pain  and  tenfion 
were  a  little  abated,  but  her  pulfe  being  ftill 
quick,  (lie  was  again  blooded  to  the  quantity 
of  eight  ounces,  and  the  internal  medicines, 
with  the  external  applications,  continued.  By 
thefe  means  the  inflammation  was  carried  oft 
in  a  few  days,  and  in  a  little  time  flie  fell  in¬ 
to  labour,  and  was  fafely  delivered. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1750,  a  woman  of  a  lax  habit 
of  body,  during  her  firft  pregnancy,  ran  into 
the  extreme  of  being  too  abftemious,  and 
drank  nothing  but  water.  In  the  fourth 
month  her  legs  began  to  fwell,  and  when  I 
was  called  in  the  feventh,  I  found  not  only 
her  legs  and  thighs  cedematous,  but  alfo  the 
Labia  Pudendi  fo  much  (welled,  that  (he  could 

I  3  not 
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not  walk.  This  fwelling,  however,  fuhfided, 
in  confeqnence  of  a  few  pun6Uires  with  the 
point  of  a  lancet.  I  then  prefcribed  repeated 
dofes  of  the  Confeffiio  Cardiac  a,  and  directed 
her  to  drink  ftrong  beer  or  wine,  inftead  of 
final!  beer  or  water.  By  thefe  means,  (he  re¬ 
covered  a  little  from  the  languidiing  condition 
in  which  (lie  was,  though  the  fwellings  of  the 
legs  ftill  continued ;  and  when  that  of  the 
Labia  returned,  fo  as  to  prevent  her  taking  a 
little  exercife,  it  was  reduced  as  before  by  the 
punflures. 

In  this  manner  (lie  went  on  in  her  pregnan¬ 
cy,  to  the  end  of  the  eighth  month,  when  (lie 
was  taketi  in  labour  *  and  though  her  weak- 
nefs  rendered  her  cafe  tedious,  lhe  was  fafely 
delivered  of  a  very  fmall  child,  that  lived  fome 
weeks.  She  recovered  tolerably  well  of  her' 
lying-in,  for  the  firft  twenty  days,  and  the 
osdematous  fwelling  fub Tided :  but  her  con - 
ftitution  having  been  fo  much  weakened  and 
impaired,  the  whole  furface  of  her  body  be¬ 
gan  to  be  puffed  up  with  an  anafarca.  This 
cafe  being  without  the  fphere  of  practice  to 
which  I  have  confined  myfelf,  I  defined  that 
other  advice  might  be  ufed,  notwithftanding 
which,  the  difeafe  ftill  increafed,  and  carried 
her  off  in  about  fix  weeks  after  her  delivery. 
Vide  Lamotte,  Obferv .  45,  46,  47. 
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N  U  M  B.  IV.  CASE  I.' 

Of  pains  in  the  back,  belly,  Tides,  together 
with  vomitings  and  difficulty  in  breathing 
towards  the  end  of  pregnancy. 

In  the  year  1744,  I  vvas  called  to  a  woman 
of  a  weak  and  lax  habit  of  body,  in  the  third 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  who  was  feized 
with  violent  pains  in  her  back,  and  a  difcharge 
of  blood  from  the  Uterus ;  but  before  I  arri¬ 
ved  flie  had  mifcarried.  I  then  underftood 
file  had  formerly  differed  a  great  deal  from 
violent  floodings  in  her  fecond  pregnancy, 
when  at  her  full  time,  by  which  her  health 
was  weakened  and  impaired  :  fince  that  naif- 
fortune,  file  had  four  times  mifcarried  in  the 
third  month,  notwithftanding  her  having 
been  blooded  by  way  of  precaution,  which, 
indeed,  file  imagined  had  haffened  the  miff, 
carriage,  by  throwing  her  into  fainting  fits, 
accompanied  with  pains  in  the  back,  which 
were  always  the  fore-runners  of  flooding.  I 
advifed  her  to  go  to  Bath ,  and  drink  the  wa¬ 
ters,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  her  conftitution 
before  her  next  pregnancy;  and  this  expedient 
had  the  defired  effedt;  for  foon  after  her 
return,  file  became  pregnant,  and  went  on 
to  the  full  time. 

I  have  had  fever al  inftances  of  women  of  a 
lax  habit,  who  could  not  bear  evacuations, 
but  mifcarried  in  confequetice  of  them. 

I  4  CASE 
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CASE  II. 

A  woman  of  a  flrong  and  healthy  confti- 
tution,  was  attacked,  in  the  fourth  month  of 
her  fecond  pregnancy,  with  a  violent  pain  in 
her  back,  for  which  I  ordered  ten  ounces  of 
blood  to  be  taken  from  her  arm,  and  as  fhe 
was  conftipated,  a  laxative  glyfter  to  be  in- 
jedted.  By  thefe  means,  the  violence  of  the 
complaint  was  abated :  but,  next  day,  her 
pulfe  continuing  quick  and  full,  the  venaefec- 
tion  was  repeated  to  the  quantity  of  eight 
ounces,  and  a  ftrengthening  plainer  applied 
to  the  back.  Thefe  precautions  being  taken, 
fhe  proceeded  tolerably  well,  till  the  eighth 
month,  when  fhe  was  feized  with  firetching 
pains  in  the  Abdomen  and  fide.  I  again  pre¬ 
ferred  phlebotomy  to  the  amount  of  eight 
ounces,  and  diredted  the  parts  affedted  to  be 
frequently  anointed  with  pomatum.  By 
which  means,  her  complaints  were  relieved, 
and  fhe  went  on  to  the  full  time. 

She  had  mifearried  in  the  third  month  of 
her  firft  pregnancy,  negledting  the  precaution 
of  being  blooded,  when  fhe  was  feized  with 
pains  in  her  back,  and  other  plethoric  com¬ 
plaints.  I  have  been  confulted  in  many  fuch 
cafes,  and  always  find  that  women  of  a  full 
habit  are  relieved  by  vensefedtion  at  any  time 
of  pregnancy.  ^  ,  r  r 

CASE 
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CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1747,  a  woman  was,  towards 
the  end  of  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy, 
attacked  with  vomitings,  and  a  difficulty  in 
breathing,  which  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  file  could  not  lie  in  bed,  but  was  fupport- 
ed  by  pillows,  in  a  pofture  between  lying  and 
fitting  ;  nor  could  fhe  retain  either  folids  or 
fluids  on  her  fiomach.  1  was  called  about 
the  middle  of  the  ninth  month,  when  I  found 
the  Uterus  ftretching  higher  up  than  is  ufual, 
in  the  Abdomen ,  I  was  informed  that  file 
had  nearly  the  fame  complaints,  though  not 
to  fuch  a  degree,  in  two  former  pregnancies ; 
that  flie  feldom  went  abroad,  took  little  or  no 
exercife,  but  frequently  lay  on  the  bed,  and 
that  her  drefs  had  been  always  loofe.  In  con- 
fequence  of  thefe  hints  and  obfervations,  I 
fuppofed  that  her  complaints  proceeded  from 
the  preflure  of  the  Uterus ,  and  ordered  fix 
ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  her  arm.  I 
likewife  prefcribed  draughts  with  the  .  neutral 
falts  ;  but  thefe  being  rejected  by  the  ftomach, 
I  diredted  about  half  a  pint  of  ftrong  beef 
broth  to  be  injedfed  by  way  of  glyfter,  four 
or  five  times  a  day,  to  Ripply  the  want  of 
nourifhment  by  the  mouth  ;  and  this  fucce- 
daneum  had  the  defired  effedt.  Indeed,  I  dif- 
folved  four  grains  of  opium  in  the  two  firft 
that  were  adminiftered,  in  order  to  prevent 

their 
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their  being  difcharged ;  but  when  the  intef- 
tines  were  emptied,  they  remained  without 
the  opium,  and  were  taken  up  by  the  abfor- 
bent  veffels. 

By  thefe  glyfters  fhe  was  effectually  nourifh- 
ed,  and  the  dyfpnosa  relieved  by  frequently 
taking  the  air  in  a  coach,  till  Hie  arrived  at 
the  full  time,  when  fhe  was  delivered  of  a 
fmall  weakly  child,  and  a  great  quantity  of 
water. 

In  her  next  pregnancy,  fhe  laced  tighter  at 
firff,  flackening  by  degrees,  as  fhe  increafed 
in  bulk,  and  took  a  good  deal  of  exercife,  by 
which  precautions,  her  former  complaints 
were  prevented  from  returning. 

CASE  IY. 

/  »  •(.>  )  <  1Z4  jwrn  . u  / 

In  the  year  1746,  I  attended  a  patient  in 
her  firff  labour,  who  was  of  a  leucopjilegma- 
tic  habit,  lived  in  an  indolent  manner,  and 
had  the  fame  complaints  that  are  defcribed  in 
the  preceding  caTe,  though  not  to  fuch  a  vio¬ 
lent  degree.  I  was  not  called  until  fhe  was 
in  labour,  which  proved  very  tedious  from 
her  weaknefs  j  and  I  advifed  her  to  take  more 
exercife,  if  ever  file  fhould  be  pregnant  again. 
About  two  years  after  this  period,  I  was 
fumraoned  again  5  but  fhe  was  delivered  fome 
hours  before  I  reached  the  place  of  her  abode. 
Far  from  having  followed  my  advice,  I  un- 

derffood 
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derftood  flie  had  adted  in  diametrical  oppo- 
fition  to  it,  dreffed  in  a  loofe,  flovenly  man¬ 
ner,  without  even  walking  in  her  room,  but 
rather  chofe,  towards  the  end  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  to  be  always  in  bed,  fupported  with 
pillows :  the  dyfpncea  and  reachings  had  be¬ 
gun  looner  than  in  her  firft  pregnancy ;  and 
fhe  feemed  to  be  in  a  very  weak  and  dangerous 
condition :  for,  after  delivery,  her  complaints 
did  not  abate.  I  advifed  thofe  who  were  pre- 
fent,  to  fend  immediately  for  the  phyfician  of 
the  family,  and  left  her  to  his  care ;  but  the 
Vis  Vitce  was  fo  much  exhaufted,  that  fhe 
died  in  two  days.  As  for  the  child,  it  had 
been  dead  for  feveral  days  before  delivery* 
Vide  Lamotte,  Ohferv ,  50. 
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COLLECTION  XL 

/  *  ■”* 

Of  difeafes  that  occur  at  other  times  as  well 
as  in  the  Uterine  Gestation. 

f Vide  Lib.  II.  Ch.  2.] 

N  U  M  B.  I.  CASE  I. 

Of  Stones  or  Gravel  in  the  Kidneys  or 

Bladder. 

In  the  year  1747,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
in  the  feventh  month  of  her  fecond  pregnancy, 
who  had  been  feveral  years  fubjeft  to  violent 
gravel  pains  in  the  kidneys,  from  which  divers 
fmall  ftones  had  palled  into  the  bladder,  and 
were  difcharged  with  the  urine.  When  I  ar¬ 
rived,  fhe  was  in  great  torture  from  a  flone, 
which  die  imagined,  had  ft  opt  in  the  right 
ureter  5  (lie  was  feized  with  violent  vomitings 
and  trainings,  and  her  urine  being  high-co¬ 
loured,  I  was  afraid  of  a  mifcarriage.  In  this 
apprehenhon,  I  ordered  ten  ounces  of  blood 
to  be  taken  from  her  arm,  a  glyfter  to  be  ad- 
miniftered,  and  after  its  operation,  prefcribed 
ten  grains  of  P/7.  Matthai ,  by  which  means, 
the  violence  of  the  pain  was  allayed,  and  in  a 
little  time,  the  Prone  palled  into  the  bladder. 
She  was  afterwards,  from  time  to  time,  iub- 
ject  to  pains  from  the  paffage  of  gravel,  but 
no.t  to  fuch  a  violent  degree  ;  though  it  was 

much 
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much  more  fevere,  and  returned  more  frequent¬ 
ly  during  pregnancy,  than  at  other  times. 

CASE  II. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Archdeacon ,  Surgeon 
at  St.  Neofsy  in  a  letter  dated-*SV/tf.  1 9,  1747. 

One  Gibbs ,  the  wife  of  a  coal-porter  in  this 
place,  had  long  complained  of  violent  pain  in 
the  bladder,  with  other  fymptoms  of  a  Hone; 
but  met  with  little  companion,  becaufe  fu- 
fpeftedof  idlenefs,  rather  than  of  having  any 
real  diforder.  She  afterward  proved  with 
child,  and  endured  great  torment  all  the  time 
of  geftation,  till  Hie  fell  in  labour,  when  the 
midwife  being  called,  was  furprifed  to  find 
a  hard  body  prefenting  before  the  head  of  the 
child.  She  did  not  know  how  to  aft  upon 
this  occafion,  but  the  patient’s  circumftances 
not  permitting  her  to  employ  a  male-prafti- 
tioner,  patience  was  the  only  remedy  Hie  had 
to  fupport  her  through  a  long  and  painful 
labour.  At  lafl:  the  midwife  felt  fomething 
come  away,  and  upon  examination,  found  it 
was  a  Hone  of  the  Hiape  and  fize  of  a  goofe’s 
gizzard,  weighing  five  or  fix  ounces,  which 
fhe  afterwards  gave  to  Doftor  Waller  of  Cam¬ 
bridge .  The  child  followed  immediately  after 
it  was  difcharged,  and  proved  to  be  a  boy, 
who  is  now  a  blackfinith  in  London ,  about 
twrenty-eight  or  thirty  years  of  age.  The  wo¬ 
man. 
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man  recovered  very  well,  but  was  troubled 
with  an  involuntary  emiftion  of  urine  $  (he 
afterwards  bore  a  daughter,  and  lived  feveral 
years,  until  (he  was  (hot  by  accident  at  a  gen¬ 
tleman’s  houfe  in  this  town. 

i 

In  Phil.  Tranf.  No.  202.  p.  817.  there  is 
a  paper  by  Dr.  Phomas  Molineux ,  giving  three 
cafes  of  young  girls  of  fix,  ten  and  eleven 
years  of  age,  from  whom  ftones  wereextraft- 
ed  by  dilating  the  Urethra  without  cutting, 
although,  at  the  laft,  the  ftone  was  of  a  large 
fize.  And  another  paper  in  p.  8 1 8,  of  a  wo¬ 
man,  who  voided  a  ftone  that  weighed  above 
two  ounces  and  a  quarter.  A  ftone  about 
the  fame  magnitude  was  voided  by  another 
woman  of  fixty-three  years  of  age,  as  attefted 
by  Dr.  Richard  Beard ,  No.  178.  Vol.  V. 

There  is  alfo  a  paper  from  Dr.  Beale ,  No. 
18.  p.  320,  defcribing  a  ftone  taken  out  of 
the  womb  of  a  woman,  by  incifion,  that 
weighed  near  four  ounces. 

CASE  III. 

Bonteus  in  his  Sepulchretum ,  Book  III.  Seft. 
38.  Obferv.  1.  relates  a  cafe  of  a  woman,  who 
was  for  many  years  afflicted  with  a  moft  vio¬ 
lent  pain  in  the  left  kidney,  and  though  four¬ 
teen  times  with  child,  v^as  always  delivered 
before  her  full  time,  in  the  eighth  or  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  ninth  month.  When  (he  died, 

5  ,  he 
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he  opened  her,  and  found  the  left  kidney 
quite  wafted,  the  right  kidney  was  very  much 
fwelled,  and  contained  a  very  large  ftone. 

The  thirteenth  cafe,  was  that  of  a  woman, 
who  was  for  many  years  fubjeft  to  convulfive 
diforders  of  the  hyfteric  kind,  which  were 
more  violent  when  'file  was  with  child  ;  and 
fhe  commonly  mifcarried  at  the  end  of  the 
third  month,  and  at  laft  died  of  an  apoplexy. 
When  ftie  was  opened,  contrary  to  his  expec¬ 
tation,  the  womb  appeared  to  be  perfectly 
found,  and  he  could  find  nothing  about  thofe 
parts,  that  could  occafion  the  diforders  but, 
in  opening  the  head,  he  found  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  water  lodged  in  the  cavities  of  the 
brain,  which  he  alleges  was  the  occafion  of 
thofe  fpafmodic  pains  and  diforders,  and  of 
the  abortions  that  followed. 

He  has  feverai  other  cafes  of  abortions, 
occafioned  by  feverai  other  caufes.  Vide  Col- 
left.  XII.  of  this  book.  '  V 

N  U  M  B.  II.  CASE  L 
Of  Hernias. 

In  the  year  1746,  I  was  befpoke  to  attend 
a  patient  in  labour,  who  from  her  infancy 
had  been  troubled  with  a  fmall  Hernia  in  her 
left  groin;  which,  however,  difappeared  in 
the  fifth  month  of  her  pregnancy.  As  it  ftill 
continued  up  when  labour  came  on,  I  direft- 

ed 
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ed  an  afflftant  to  prefs  her  fingers  on  the  part? 
during  every  pain,  to  prevent  it  from  being 
over-ftrained,  and  fhe  was  fafely  delivered. 
I  expefted  the  Hernia  would  return  as  foon  as 
fhe  fhould  be  recovered  and  walk  about,  be- 
caufe  this  was  the  cafe  of  another  woman 
nearly  in  the  fame  fituation,  though  the  Her¬ 
nia  was  larger  and  on  the  left  fide.  I  was, 
however,  agreeably  difappointed,  for  it  has 
not  yet  re-appeared,  although  I  have  deli¬ 
vered  her  twice  fince  that  period.  * 

CASE  II. 

i 

I  delivered  a  woman  in  the  year  1727,  who 
had  been  afflicted  with  a  rupture  in  the  left 
groin,  during  the  whole  time  of  uterine  gefta- 
tion.  Though  fhe  could  reduce  the  Hernia , 
it  was  forced  down  by  every  pain,  and  gave 
her  great  uneafinefs.  The  labour  being  pretty 
far  advanced  when  I  arrived,  I  took  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  reducing  the  Hernia  upon  the 
ceflation  of  the  pain,  preffing  my  fingers  upon 
the  part,  and  direfling  her  to  lie  on  her  left 
fide,  with  her  thigh  clofe  up  to  the  Abdc?nen , 
a  pofition  which  favoured  its  keeping  up,  and 
prevented  the  anguifh  which  retarded  the 
labour.  She  was  accordingly  fafely  delivered, 
and  when  file  recovered  of  her  lying-in,  I  re¬ 
commended  a  trufs,  by  which  the  diforder 
was  palliated. 


CASE 
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CASE  III. 

I  attended  a  patient,  who,  after  a  former 
labour,  was  afflicted  with  an  Exomphalos , 
which  difappeared  in  the  eighth  month  of 
uterine  geftation,  but  returned  after  delivery. 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  173 1, 1  was  called  to  a  woman, 
who  had  felt  a  fwelling  gradually  increafe  at 
the  left  fide  of  the  Anus ;  and  this  tumor 
difappeared  when  fhe  was  in  bed,  but  always 
returned  in  the  day  while  fhe  was  a~foot. 
This  Hernia  continued  down  all  the  time  of 
her  firft  labour,  upon  which,  an  inflammation 
and  ftrangulation  of  the  inteftine  enfued  ;  fo 
that  it  could  not  be  reduced  as  ufual.  But, 
as  fhe  had  a  large  difcharge  of  blood  alter  de¬ 
livery,  and  the  parts  were  fomented  with 
difcutient  fomentations,  reinforced  with  warm 
and  emollient  cataplafms,  the  ftridture  was 
overcome,  and  the  Hernia  reduced.  In  her 
next  labour,  the  inteftine  was  forced  down  by 
the  pains,  which  had  alfo  pufhed  down  the 
membranes  with  the  waters,  and  conflderably 
opened  the  Os  internum .  The  Hernia ,  how¬ 
ever,  was  reduced  by  opening  the  Os  externum , 
introducing  my  hand  into  the  Vagina ,  and 
pufhing  the  inteftine  above  the  Os  Sacrum . 
By  this  operation  the  membranes  were  broke, 
the  waters  difcharged,  and  the  head  being 
Vol.  II.  K  forced 
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forced  down  into  the  Pelvis ,  kept  up  the  in- 
teftine ;  then  Hie  was  fafely  delivered  without 
undergoing  the  fame  rifque  fhe  had  run 
before. 

CASE  V. 

In  the  year  1746, 1  hadoccafion  to  examine 
an  Hernia  of  the  fame  kind,  in  a  woman, 
who,  about  two  years  before  I  faw  her,  and 
a  month  after  (lie  was  delivered  of  her  firft 
child,  had  felt  a  1  welling  on  the  left  fide  of 
the  Perinceum  and  Anus ,  which  fhe  imputed 
to  the  violence  ufed  by  the  midwife  in  deli¬ 
vering  her.  The  fwelling  increafed  confide-* 
rably,  hanging  down  in  the  day,  though 
while  fhe  was  in  bed,  fhe  could  gradually 
thruft  it  up  into  the  Pelvisy  between  the  Va¬ 
gina  and  Re5hi/ny  by  introducing  two  fingers 
into  the  Vagina y  and  pufhing  it  up,  until  fhe 
found  it  returned  into  the  Abdomen ;  but 
when  (lie  arofe,  it  always  relapfed.  About 
three  quarters  of  a  year  after  this  tumor  firft 
appeared,  fhe  conceived,  and  was  feized  with 
a  violent  cough,  which  forced  down  the  in- 
teftine  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  increafe  the 
fwelling  to  the  fize  of  a  mans  fill.  As  fhe 
augmented  in  bulk,  fhe  found  greater  diffi¬ 
culty  in  reducing  the  Hernia ,  though  the  re- 
dudlion  became  more  neceffary,  from  the 
pain  oceafioned  by  the  preffureof  the  Uterus  j 

infomuch, 
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infomuch,  that  fhe  was  frequently  obliged  to 
lie  down  on  purpofe  to  effeCt  it.  About  five 
weeks  before  fhe  fell  in  labour,  the  tumor  in- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  fhe  could  not 
reduce  it  at  all ;  and  thus  fhe  continued  for 
feveral  days  in  great  pain.  As  fhe  had  been 
an  out-patient  of  St.  Georges  Hofpital,  Dr* 
Rofs  fent  her  hufband  with  a  meffage  to  me, 
defiring,  that  I  would  fend  one  of  my  pupils 
to  her  afiiftance.  It  was  late  when  I  received 
this  intimation,  and  the  place  of  her  abode 
being  at  a  difiance,  I  defired  Mr.  Tomkins  to 
vifit  her,  but  fhe  would  not  allow  him  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  tumor.  Next  morning,  I  accom¬ 
panied  him  to  the  place,  and  found  her  in 
great  agony  :  the  part  was  livid,  and  all 
round  the  edge  of  the  fwelling,  of  a  fiery  red 
colour.  She  lay  on  her  lide,  and  when  turn¬ 
ed  on  her  back,  for  the  convenience  of  examin¬ 
ing  the  tumor,  it  broke  in  the  middle  where 
the  fkin  was  thin,  and  where  there  was  a 
fmall  fluctuation  underneath.  From  the  open¬ 
ing,  which  was  fmall,  iflfued  about  a  fpoonful 
of  pus  mixed  with  blood,  and  immediately 
after  this  difcharge,  a  thin  fluid  of  a  greyifh 
colour,  to  the  quantity  of  half  a  pint.  This 
rupture  no  fooner  happened,  than  the  patient 
exclaimed,  that  the  inteftine  was  gone  up, 
and  that  fhe  was  perfectly  free  from  the  pain, 
which  the  moment  before  had  been  fo  violent* 

K  z  We 
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We  were  very  much  alarmed  at  what  had 
happened,  becaufe  this  fluid  which  had  (till 
continued  to  flow  in  a  final!  quantity,  appeared 
to  be  the  contents  of  the  lleon ,  part  of  which, 
we  concluded,  muft  be  mortified.  She  being 
coftive,  the  Colon  was  emptied  by  a  glyfter,  a 
pledget  applied  to  the  aperture,  and  fhe  was 
ordered  to  take  no  other  fuftenance  but  foup, 
made  of  lean  mutton  or  beef.  She  recovered, 
contrary  to  our  expectation,  went  on  to  the 
full  time,  was  delivered  by  Mr.  'Tomkins ,  and 
fome  months  after  her  delivery  called  upon 
me,  when  I  found  the  Hernia  had  kept  up, 
and  the  part  appeared  firm,  though  a  little 
ichor  continued  to  ouze  from  the  fmall  ori¬ 
fice  ;  fo  that,  I  imagined  the  inflamed  intef- 
tine  had  adhered  to  the  neighbouring  Vifceray 
after  the  mortified  floughs  had  been  call  off. 
She  was  frequently  troubled  with  violent 
pains,  and  great  weaknefs  in  that  fide  of  the 
belly,  as  if  the  gut  was  become  narrow  and 
contrafled,  fo  as  to  hinder  the  eafy  pafiage  of 
the  Ingefta.  In  about  five  months  after  this 
cure,  the  rupture  re-appeared,  in  confequence 
of  her  over-ftraining  at  a  wafh-tub,  and  fhe 
being  again  pregnant,  it  was  feveral  times  re¬ 
duced  by  one  of  my  pupils,  by  whom  file  was 
likewife  fafely  delivered. 

She  afterwards  fickened  of  the  fmall-pOx, 
and  died. 
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CASE  VI. 

K  '  - '  .  / 

Communicated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stubbs,  of 

Bedfordshire,  dated  2,  1752. 

He  was  called  to  a  woman  near  forty  years 
of  age,  in  labour  cf  her  firft  child,  and  un- 
derftood  a  midwife  had  been  in  waiting  ten 
hours,  and  that  the  membranes  wrere  broke. 
The  Vagina  and  Pelvis  w?ere  filled  up  by  a 
tumor,  which,  at  firft  touch,  he  miftook  for 
the  head  or  Nates  of  the  child  ^  f6r  he  had 
fcarce  roam  to  introduce  one  or  two  fingers 
betwixt  it  and  the  Pubis :  but  opening  the 
Os  externum ,  and  pufhing  up  this  tumor,  he 
felt  the  Os  Uteri  largely  dilated,  and  the  child’s 
head  refting  againft  the  Pubis . 

He  withdrew  his  hand,  which  was  very 
much  cramped  and  prefled,  and  having  refted 
a  little,  and  confidered  the  nature  of  the  tu¬ 
mor,  which  probably  proceeded  from  the  in- 
teftines  pufhed  down  at  the  back  part  of  the 
Vagina ,  he  again  infinuated  his  hand,  and 
prefling  ftrongly  upon  the  tumor,  it  was  re¬ 
duced,  and  the  head  immediately  defcended 
into  the  Pelvis :  then  it  was  delivered  by  the 
forceps,  becaufe  the  woman  was  weak,  and 
both  mother  and  child  did  well. 

NUMB.  III.  CASE  I. 

Of  an  Ascites  during  Pregnancy. 

In  the  year  1747,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
immediately  after  her  delivery,  who  from  the 
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bignefs  that  remained,  imagined  there  was 
another  child  in  the  Uterus .  Upon  examin¬ 
ing  in  the  Vagina ,  I  could  find  nothing  to 
juftify  this  notion  ;  but  in  the  Abdomen ,  which 
was  very  large,  I  plainly  felt  a  fluctuation  of 
water.  This  increafed  confiderably  after  fhe 
recovered  of  her  lying-in,  when  I  advifed  her 
to  confult  her  phyfician  and  furgeon,  who,  in 
order  to  relieve  her  of  the  anguifli  proceeding 
from  die  diftention  of  the  parts,  tapped  her 
feveral  times  before  fhe  died. 

CASE  II. 

It  will  be  unneceflary  todefcribe  particular 
cafes  of  the  Anafarca ,  I  fhall  therefore,  once 
for  all,  obferve,  that  I  have  been  called  to  fe¬ 
veral  patients  of  a  weak  and  lax  habit,  and 
found  the  cellular  membrane  fwelled  over  the 
whole  furface  of  the  body.  By  the  method 
prefcribed  in  Colleft.  X.  No.  3.  Cafe  3.  all  of 
them  were  relieved  and  drengthened  before 
delivery,  except  one  woman,  who  after  deli¬ 
very,  was,  from  exceffive  weaknefs,  carried 
oft  by  an  univerfal  anafarca.  Vide  Mauri- 
ceau,  Obferv.  81.  and  Medical  Effays  of  Edin - 
burgh,  V ol.  V.  Page  642. 

An  account  of  an  Hydrops  Ovarii,  by  Dr. 
J.  Douglas ,  No.  308.  p.  2317.  of  the  Phil . 

ranf,  A  woman,  not  long  after  floe  had  lai il¬ 
ia  of  her  firft  child,  received  a  violent  blow 
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upon  the  left  fide  of  her  belly ;  the  pain  aba¬ 
ted  in  two  or  three  days,  but  returned  in  two 
months,  when  file  obferved  that  fide  gradu¬ 
ally  turn  bigger  than  the  other,  and  the  pains 
increafed ;  but  in  three  months  after  file  was 
firft  afflicted  with  them,  they  went  off,  when  fhe 
turned  pregnant,  and  had  no  other  fymptom 
than  what  is  common  in  that  ftate,  only  fhe 
was  much  bigger  than  ordinary  j  after  deli¬ 
very,  the  fwelling  abated  but  little.  In  about 
a  year  after,  file  again  conceived,  went  on  to 
her  full  time,  was  delivered  of  a  live  child, 
but  was  fo  weak,  that  file  died  on  the  third 
day.  On  the  dodlors  opening  the  Abdomen , 
there  iffued  out  a  vafl:  quantity  of  flimy  vifcid 
water,  in  color  and  confiftence  very  much 
refembling  a  brown,  thick  and  ropy  fyrup,  to 
above  fixteen  or  feventeen  gallons,  which  he 
imagined,  was  contained  in  a  duplicature  of 
the  Peritonaeum ,  as  the  inteftines  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  :  but  after  examining  more  narrowly,  he 
found  that  the  thick  membrane,  including 
the  waters,  could  be  feparated  from  the  Viff 
cera  and  Peritoneum .  This  bag  reached  from 
the  Pubis  to  the  Midriff ;  and  from  the  left 
region  of  the  loins  to  the  right,  and  filled  up 
the  whole  cavity  of  the  Abdomen ,  diftendtng 
her  belly  fo  far,  that  a  plate  could  eafily  lie 
on  it,  when  file  was  alive.  After  he  had  freed 
it  fiom  all  the  neighbouring  parts,  he  found 
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it  adhered  infeparably  to  the  left  Fallopian  Tube ; 
and  that  it  was  nothing  but  the  membrane  of 
the  Ovarium  thickened,  and  diftended  by  the 
collection  of  the  abovementioned  humor.  All 
the  other  Vifcera  in  the  Abdomen  were  found, 
and  in  their  natural  date. 

There  are  fever al  other  papers  of  fuch  cafes 
in  PhiL  Tranf.  viz.  No.  140,  p.  1000,  in  a 
woman  opened  by  Dr.  Henry  Sampfon ,  the  left 
Ovarium  was  increafed  to  fuch  a  bignefs,  that 
it,  and  the  fluid  contained,  weighed  with  the 
Uterus  that  was  but  light  137  pounds.  Vide 
No.  348,  p.  452,  by  Dr.  Rollings .  And  ano¬ 
ther  in  No.  381,  p.  8.  of  a  dropfy  in  the  left 
Ovarium ,  of  a  woman  of  fifty-eight  years  of 
age,  cured  by  a  large  incifion  made  in  the 
fide  of  the  Abdomen ,  by  Dr.  Robert  HouJloun> 
who  relates  the  following  particulars. 

A  woman  near  Glafgow ,  in  her  laft  lying- 
in,  at  forty-five  years  of  age,  buffered  much 
from  her  midwife's  feparating  and  pulling 
away  the  Placenta  with  too  great  violence, 
and  was  fo  fenfibly  afledted  with  a  pain  which 
then  feized  her  left  fide,  between  the  navel 
and  the  groin,  that  ever  after  fhe  had  fcarce 
been  free  from  it,  but  had  it  more  or  lefs 
for  thirteen  years  together.  That  part  of  the 
Abdomen  increafed,  and  gradually  ftretched  to 
a  great  bulk,  and  at  laft  drew  to  a  point, 
when  the  dcdtor  made  by  degrees  a  large 

opening, 
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opening, Jxorn  which  was  firft  difcharged  a 
gelatinous  fubftance,  and  then  about  nine 
quarts  of  fuch  matter  as  is  obferved  in  Heato- 
matous  and  atheromatous  tumors,  with  feve- 
ral  hydatides  of  various  fizes,  containing  a 
yellowifh  ferum,  and  feveral  pieces  of  mem¬ 
branes  which  feemed  to  be  parts  of  the  diHend- 
ed  Ovarium .  After  this,  he  Hitched  up  the 
wound  with  three  Hitches,  and  by  a  careful 
management,  the  woman  recovered,  and  lived 
feveral  years.  The  doctor  fays,  it  plainly 
appeared,  that  the  pain  arifing  from  the  de¬ 
livery  of  the  Placenta  and  its  continuing, 
was  the  occafion  of  an  inflammation  and  ob- 
flrudlion  of  that  part  of  the  Uterus  and  neigh¬ 
bouring  parts ;  and  feveral  writers  corrobo¬ 
rate  this  opinion,  as  Cyprianus ,  Forreftusy 
Ruyfch ,  &c.  Others  have  given  remarkable 
cafes  of  dropfies  of  the  Ovarium:  particularly 
one  is  defcribed  by  Drelincourty  which  feemed 
to  be  nothing  but  a  number  of  little  globules 
cluflered  together,  fome  containing  water, 
exceedingly  clear  and  limpid  ;  others,  a  yel¬ 
low,  thin  ferum  ;  and  others  again  a  gluti¬ 
nous  matter ;  fome  were  as  big  as  pullets 
eggs,  others  bigger  than  a  man’s  fifl.  The 
body  of  the  Ovarium ,  with  its  contents, 
weighed  fixty  pounds.  Thefe  few,  out  of 
many  inflances  from  authors  of  undoubted 
reputation,  he  alleges,  fuffice  to  prove,  that 
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the  Ovaria ,  as  well  as  the  *Tuba  Fallopian# , 
ligaments,  and  Uterus  itfelf,  are  not  free  from 
dropfies,  &c .  and  that  they  are  owing  to  ob- 
ftructions,  often  occafioned  by  rude  and  vio¬ 
lent  dealings  with  women  in  hard  labours. 
In  No.  423,  p.  729.  is  a  firpilar  cafe  from  Mr. 
John  Belcher 3  and  in  No.  466,  p.  223.  ano¬ 
ther  from  Dr.  Short. 

NUMB.  IV.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  Lues  Venerea. 

In  the  year  1741,  one  of  the  poor  women 
attended  by  my  pupils,  being  near  the  full 
time,  had  a  bubo  in  the  groin,  and  her  throat 
began  to  be  affedted  with  a  venereal  inflam¬ 
mation.  Poultices  w?ere  applied,  in  order  to 
bring  the  tumor  to  fuppuration;  and  fmall 
dofes  of  calomel  were  given  internally,  to  re¬ 
train  the  infeftipn,  until  Hie  fhould  be  deli¬ 
vered.  Thefe  methods  feemed  to  fucceed  •, 
fhe  was  fafely  delivered  of  a  male  child,  which 
at  firft  had  no  appearance  of  infeftion  3  but, 
in  about  eight  days,  the  Scrotum  and  Penis  be¬ 
gan  to  fwell,  inflame,  and  break  out  in  little 
ulcers,  the  whole  body  was  foon  covered  with 
venereal  blotches,  and  it  was  attacked  by  a 
cough,  which  defli  oyed  it  in  three  weeks  after 
it  was  born.  As  for  the  mother,  the  bubo 
was  brought  to  fuppuration,  and  the  matter 
difcharged,  and  I  defigned  to  have  fent  her 

to 
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to  an  hofpital  for  the  cure  of  the  Lues>  as  foon 
as  fhe  fhould  be  in  a  condition  to  be  removed; 
but  the  ulcers  in  her  throat  grew  worfe  and 
worfe ;  in  about  a  fortnight  after  her  delivery, 
her  lungs  were  affefled,  a  confumption  enfu- 
ed,  and  death  was  the  confequence. 

It  is  obferved  in  general,  by  the  gentlemen 
who  have  frequent  opportunities  of  falivating 
pregnant  women  in  the  hofpital,  that  it  is 
performed  fafer  in  the  firft  fix  or  feven  months 
of  pregnancy,  than  in  the  laft  two  or  three 
months,  becaufe  they  are  then  in  danger  of  be¬ 
ing  delivered  at  the  heighth  of  the  falivation. 
But  that  they  are  lefs  fubject  to  mifcarry  in  the 
fifth  or  fix  months,  than  in  the  firft  four 
months ;  that  women  ought  not  to  undergo 
a  falivation,  unlefs  the  difeafe  is  like  to  prove 
deftrudtive,  by  phagedenic  ulcers  in  the 
throat,  &c.  for  if  the  difeafe  can  be  palliated, 
till  the  patient  is  recovered  of  her  lying-in,  if 
Ihe  fuckles  the  ‘child,  and  is  then  falivated, 
both  file  and  the  child  will  be  cured  with 
greater  fafety.  That  women  of  a  full  habit 
ftiould  be  blooded,  live  abftemioufly,  and 
take  opening  medicines,  before  they  are  anoint¬ 
ed  with  the  mercurial  ointment :  alfo  if  the 
Menfes  are  expedled,  we  ought  to  wait  till  the 
evacuation  is  over,  either  in  thofe  that  are  not 
pregnant,  or  in  thofe  that  have  them  during 
pregnancy. 
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The  following  obfervations  are  from  Mauri - 
ceaity  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  preg¬ 
nant  women,  affedfed  with  the  venereal 
difeafe. 

In  Obferv .  23,  p.  20.  He  gives  an  account 
of  his  being  called  to  fee  a  young  woman,  aged 
twenty-two,  in  her  feventh  month  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  who  was  then  under  a  falivation  for 
the  Lues  Venerea ,  and  who  fpit  near  three 
quarts  a  day,  and  yet  was  happily  delivered 
at  the  full  time  of  a  healthy  child. 

In  Obferv.  71,  p.  60.  He  mentions  his 
having  feen  fuch  a  cafe  as  the  former,  only 
the  patient  was  gone  with  child  but  two 
months  and  a  half,  and  a  moderate  falivation 
was  carried  on  for  a  month ;  the  ufe  of  the 
warm  bath  was  forbid,  and  the  woman  was 
at  lalt  fafely  delivered  of  a  healthy  child. 

In  Obferv .  100,  p.  83.  A  like  cafe  with  the 
former  is  mentioned,  with  a  remark,  that  in 
all  cafes  where  a  pregnant  woman  is  infedted 
with  a  Lues  Venerea ,  it  is  fafeft  and  propereft 
to  falivate  them  in  the  earlier  months  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  when  the  evacuation  will  lefs  affedl 
the  Fcetus. 

N.  B .  Two  other  cafes  are  mentioned,  but 
in  one  of  them  the  patient  had  only  a  Gonor - 
rhcea>  which,  though  not  cured,  did  not  affedt 
the  child,  and  in  the  other  cafe  the  patient 
was  only  fufpedted  of  being  poxed. 
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.  -J  ^  4  S  S  ...  V, 

COLLECTION  XII. 

Of  Mifcarriage,  or  Delivery  before  the  fail 
time.  Vide  Vol.  I.  Lib.  II.  Chap.  III. 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  I. 

Of  what  may  occaiion  the  Death  of  the 

Foetus  in  Utero. 

In  the  year  1746, 1  was  fent  for  to  a  woman 
near  the  full  time  of  her  firft  pregnancy,  who 
imagined  fhe  was  in  labour  :  but  I  found  the 
Os  Uteri  elofe  fhut,  and  upon  enquiring  more 
minutely  into  the  nature  of  her  complaints,  I 
thought  they  proceeded  rather  from  the  colic 
than  any  tendency  to  labour :  and  fhe  told 
me,  fhe  had  not  felt  the  child  ftir  for  eight 
or  ten  days.  I  ordered  her  to  be  blooded, 
and  the  inteftines  emptied  by  a  glyfter,  and 
thefe  evacuations,  together  with  an  opiate, 
carried  off  the  pains.  In  five  or  fix  days,  I 
was  called  again,  and  found  the  Os  Uteri 
largely  open,  the  pains  ftrong  and  frequent, 
and  though  the  cafe  was  tedious,  fhe  was 
fafely  delivered. 

The  whole  body  of  the  child,  together  with 
the  Funis ,  was  livid  5  and  this  laft,  which 
was  ten  hand-breadths  long,  had  a  knot  in 
the  middle  tight  drawn,  that  part  which  had 
pafled  through  the  noofe  being  fmall,  and  the 
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reft  very  much  fwelled.  The  child  feemed  to 
have  been  dead  about  fourteen  days,  and  the 
death,  doubtlefs,  proceeded  from  the  knots 
being  drawn  fo  tight,  as  to  obftruct  the  cir¬ 
culation. 

I  was  concerned  in  another  cafe,  where 
there  was  a  knot  upon  a  long  Funis ,  yet  not 

fo  clofe  drawn,  but  that  the  child  was  alive. 

■» 

CASE  II. 

I  once  delivered  a  woman  of  a  dead  child, 
round  whofe  neck  the  Funis  had  formed  a 
kind  of  noofe  or  knot :  yet  its  death  feemed 
rather  to  proceed  from  a  hurt  in  the  delivery  $ 
for  the  arm  prefented,  and  the  child  being 
brought  footling,  I  found  more  difficulty 
than  ufual  in  delivering  the  head.  , 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1747,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
in  labour,  and  felt  the  Os  TJteri  backwards 
towards  the  Sacrum,  and  a  little  open,  though 
1  could  feel  no  waters.  ^  The  head  preffed 
down  the  Uterus  before  it  to  the  lower  part 
of  the  Pubis ,  and  I  felt  fomething  unequal, 
like  a  long,  flat  fubftance,  between  the  Uterus 
and  globular  part  of  the  head.  This,  upon 
delivery,  appeared  to  be  about  two  inches  of 
the  Funis  preffed  flat  and  mortified  $  and  thd 
child  feemed  to  have  been  dead  for  fome  days. 

C  A  SE 
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CASE  IV. 

Another  child  which  prefented  with  the 
arm,  I  delivered  footling,  and  found  the  Funis 
wound  three  times  round  the  neck,  which  at 
the  Abdomen  was  drawn  very  fmall,  and  flat¬ 
tened.  This,  no  doubt,  was  fatal  to  the 
child,  who  had  been  dead  many  days. 

CASE  V. 

In  the  year  1749,  I  delivered  a  woman, 
who,  about  fourteen  days  before,  had  been 
excefiively  frightened  at  the  fecond  fhock  of 
the  earthquake  which  happened  in  London . 
In  the  inftance  of  her  terror,  (he  felt  the  child 
bound  furprifingly  in  her  womb,  a  tremu¬ 
lous  motion  enfued,  and  after  that  minute 
(lie  never  felt  it  ftir.  She  was  taken  with  a 
vomiting  and  purging  in  the  eighth  month, 
which  brought  on  the  labour  pains,  and  deli¬ 
vered  her  of  the  child,  which  was  entirely 
mortified.  The  Cuticula  was  eafily  ffript  off, 
the  Abdomen  fwelled,  and  the  fcalp  and  bones 
were  loofe  and  pappy. 

I  have  attended  in  many  cafes  where  much 
the  fame  fyniptoms  occurred  in  the  three  or 
four  laft  months  of  pregnancy,  and  the  child 
was  generally  dead,  though  fometimes  it 
chanced  to  be  alive.  Women  often  mifcarry 
about  the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth  day,  after 
accidents,  fevers,  exceffive  fatigue,  &c.  and 
labour  is  commonly  brought  on  by  fuper-pur* 
,  gation. 
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gation,  ficknefs  and  reaching;  and  fometimes 
by  the  breaking  of  the  membranes.  I  have 
like  wife  known  many  women  mifcary,  though 
nothing  extrordinary  had  happened,  and  no 
caufe  could  be  affigned  for  the  death  of  the  child. 

CASE  VI. 

In  the  year  1743,  a  woman  five  months 
gone  with  child,  was  feized  with  violent  pains 
at  her  navel  and  ftomach,  together  with  a 
continual  vomiting.  She  had  conceived  in 
March ,  and  in  Angufl  was  taken  with  a  pain 
in  her  back,  from  a  ftrain  in  lifting  a  heavy 
pot.  About  a  month  after  this  accident, 
when  her  other  complaints  began,  fhe  percei¬ 
ved  a  fluid  of  a  brownifh  colour  and  morti¬ 
fied  fmell,  continually  draining  from  the  Va¬ 
gi?!  a,  and  at  different  times,  feveral  bones  of 
the  fingers  and  toes  of  a  child,  came  away. 
Anodyne  draughts,  epithems  and  opening 
glyfters  were  adminiftered,  to  eafe  the  pain 
and  reftrain  the  vomiting,  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  She  became  gradually  emaciated,  be¬ 
ing  worn  out  with  pain,  want  of  reft  and 
nourifiiment :  for  her  ftomach  would  retain 
-neither  folids  nor  fluids.  To  remedy  this  de¬ 
fect,  recourfe  was  had  to  broth-glyfters, 
which  w?ere  injected  three  or  four  times  a  day, 
and  contributed  effectually  to  the  fupport  of 
her  ftrength  and  conftitution.  When  the 
fmall  bones  began  to  be  evacuated,,  and  her 
fymptoms  were  at  the  worft,  a  male  catheter 
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had  been  introduced  within  the  Os  Uteri ,  but 
could  not  pafs  above  an  inch  beyond  that 
part,  and  nothing  but  a  foft  fubftance  could 
be  felt.  An  attempt  was  alfo  unfuccefsfully 
made  to  dilate  with  long,  narrow-mouthed 
forceps ;  and  injections  were  thrown  up  by  a 
long  (lender  pipe  made  for  the  purpofe,  which, 
however,  reached  but  a  very  little  way  within 
the  neck  of  the  womb.  At  length,  the  ano¬ 
dyne  medicines  took  effe£t,  and  the  nourifh- 
ing  glyfters  fucceeded  to  our  wifh.  The  foft 
parts  of  the  child  continued  to  difTolve  and 
come  away  in  form  of  a  cadaverous  ichor, 
till  the  month  of  December ,  when  this  evacu¬ 
ation  ceafed.  However,  fne  had  feveral  (light 
relapfes  till  the  May  following,  when  (he 
voided  by  the  Anus ,  feveral  bones  of  the  fkull, 
and  other  large  bones  of  the  body,  the  car¬ 
tilages  and  fpungy  ends  of  which  were  dif- 
folved,  though  they  appeared  to  have  belonged 
to  a  Feet  us  five  months  old.  During  this  whole 
time,  the  lips  of  the  Os  Fincce  were  fmooth, 
and  the  neck  of  the  Uterus  was  long,  nor  had 
fhe  the  leaft  flooding,  until  three  months  af¬ 
ter,  that  the  menftrual  difcharge  returned. 
This  was  her  fir(t  pregnancy,  fince  which  fhe 
has  not  conceived;  and  what  is  very  remarkable 
in  the  cafe,  (he  never  had  pains  about  th  eUterus, 
but  only  at  the  navel  and  Scrobiculus  Cordis ;  and 
thefe  were  doubtlefs  owing  to  the  bones  work¬ 
ing  their  way  through  the  womb  and  Reflum, 
Vol.  II.  L  CASE 
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CASE  VII. 

About  the  fame  time,  another  woman  who 
had  formerly  bore  a  child,  and  was  in  the 
fifth  month  of  her  fecond  pregnancy,  was 
taken  with  a  Hooding  which  continued  fifteen 
days,  at  the  end  of  which,  a  mortified  ichor 
flowed  in  large  quantity  for  the  fpace  of  three 
weeks,  though  no  bones  were  evacuated. 
Some  time  after  this  diforder,  fhe  recovered 
her  ftrength,  had  a  regular  difcharge  of  the 
Menjes ,  conceived  again,  went  on  to  the  full 
time,  and  was  fafely  delivered.  As  in  the 
former  cafe,  part  of  the  bones  was  diffolved, 
it  is  probable  that  in  this,  there  was  a  total 
difiolutiori. 

There  are  two  cafes  much  alike  in  the  Phi - 
lofoph.  'Tranfaffi.  the  firft  in  No.  229.  p.  580. 
by  Mr.  James  Brodiey  of  a  negro  woman, 
about  the  feventh  month  of  her  being  with 
child,  vvhofe  navel  impofthumated  and  broke 
of  itfelf,  and  after  it  had  voided  fome  quan¬ 
tity  of  ichorous  matter,  whereby  (he  had 
fome  eafe,  the  difcharge  ceafed.  In  about  a 
month  after,  it  impofthumated  again  to  a  much 
greater  degree  than  before ;  a  furgeon  opened 
it  with  a  large  lancet,  and  after  difcharging 
a  great  quantity  of  thin  ichor,  extracted  the 
bones  of  the  Feet  us.  The  woman  recovered, 
and  had  a  child  afterward. 
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The  other  is  in  No.  461,  p.  814.  by  Dealt 
Copping ,  of  a  woman  who  went  with  child  for 
feven  years,  till  fhe  became  again  pregnant, 
and  proceeded  to  the  ninth  month,  about 
which  time  there  was  a  tumor  about  the  big- 
nefs  of  a  goofe  egg,  an  inch  and  a  half  above 
the  Umbilicus ,  which  broke  of  itfelf,  and  from 
a  fmall  orifice,  difcharged  a  ferous  fluid.  She 
had  a  midwife  and  three  or  four  phyficians, 
who  gave  her  over :  fhe  therefore  fent  for  a 
butcher;  when  he  came,  an  elbow  of  the 
child  prefented  to  view  at  the  opening  of  the 
tumor;  and  at  the  requeft  of  the  woman  and 
friends,  to  relieve  her,  he  made  a  large  open¬ 
ing  both  above  and  below  the  navel,  which 
enabled  him  to  fix  his  fingers  below  the  jaw 
of  the  Foetus,  which  he  eafily  extracted.  He 
afterwards  obferving  a  black  fubftance,  intro¬ 
duced  his  hand  into  the  opening,  and  extract¬ 
ed  piecemeal  the  bones  of  another  Foetus ,  and 
feveral  pieces  of  black  mortified  flefh.  She 
recovered,  and  was  able  to  purfue  her  domef- 
tic  affairs,  only  fhe  had  an  Exomphalus  ever 
after.  . 

No.  275.  p.  1000.  is  an  account  of  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Foetus  voided  by  the  na¬ 
vel,  feveral  weeks  after  a  midwife  had  delivered 
the  Secundines ,  which  fhe  took  for  a  Mo  la  on 
her  finding  no  child.  By  Mr.  C.  Birbeck . 
And  in  No.  302.  p.  2077.  Sir  Ph ,  Skipton 

L  2  com- 
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communicates  a  cafe,  in  which,  part  of  the 
bones  of  a  Feet  us  were  voided  through  an  im- 
pofthume  of  the  groin. 

In  Phil .  Franfaffi.  No.  243.  p.  292.  we 
read  of  a  woman  who  was  delivered  of  a  child, 
and  continued  indifferently  well  for  two  or 
three  days  after;  then  new  pains  came  upon 
her,  and  for  three  weeks  together,  there  came 
from  her  daily  fome  quantity  of  corruption, 
with  pieces  of  fledi  and  fkin  ;  and  die  con¬ 
tinued  dangeroufly  ill  for  about  eight  weeks, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  fhe  was  relieved. 

After  two  years,  die  began  to  breed  again, 
had  three  children  in  three  years  following ; 
all  which  were  drawn  from  her  bv  violence. 
During  her  lying-in  with  the  lad:  of  thefe 
three  children,  fome  bones  of  a  Foetus  came 
from  her;  after  this,  divers  other  bones 
came  away  with  her  Catamenia ,  and  amongfl 
which  were  fundry  parts  of  the  fkull,  and 
fome  of  the  larger  bones  of  the  body  of  a 
Foetus ,  worked  their  way,  by  degrees,  through 
the  dedi,  above  the  Os  Pubis .  The  woman 
was  alive  feveral  years  after. 

Dr.  Ch.  Morlcy,  in  Phil .  Tranf.  No.  227. 
p.  486.  deferibes  the  cafe  of  a  woman,  who, 
after  having  had  children,  being  again  preg¬ 
nant,  was  invaded  with  the  expe&ed  labour 
pains,  which  in  a  few  days  went  off;  but  the 
tumor  in  the  Abdomen  remained.  She  return- 
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ed  to  her  ufual  employ,  continuing  for  more 
than  a  year,  without  being  freed  from  her 
burthen.  At  lafl  a  bone  was  difcharged,  not 
through  the  uterine  paffage,  but  by  the  Arms-, 
and,  after  fome  interval  of  time,  many  other 
bones  were  in  like  manner  evacuated ;  for  fo 
long  as  the  woman  had  exceeded  her  due  lime 
of  geftation,  fo  long  w>as  (he  in  difcharging 
the  bones  by  ftool,  which  were  all  kept  in 
a  box,  in  which  they  appeared  fo  numerous 
and  with  fo  many  diftinct  Ikulls,  as  might 
induce  every  one  to  believe  that  three  Faetufes 
had  lain  fo  long  buried  in  the  Uterus .  The 
woman  did  well,  but  two  years  after  riding 
to  fome  diftance,  the  wound  was  broken  open 
again  by  the  violent  fhaking  of  the  horfe,  of 
which  ^rupture  fhe  expired. 

Mr.  Bernard  Shiver ,  in  Phil.  Tranf.  No. 
385.  p.  172.  writes  of  a  woman  of  forty-one 
years  of  age,  wdio  conceived  in  July  1720, 
and  having  gone  feven  months  with  child, 
though  fometimes  fhe  had  her  Menfes  in  a 
fmall  quantity,  {he  perceived  her  belly  leffen, 
with  only  a  kind  of  preffure  remaining  in  her 
right  fide :  a  month  after,  {lie  conceived  again, 
and  in  December  1721,  was  delivered  of  a 
dead  female  child,  of  a  proper  fize:  from  that 
time  fhe  kept  her  bed  till  June  1724.  In 
May  happening  to  go  to  ftool,  (he  felt  a  pain 
in  the  Anus ,  as  if  the  Return  would  drop  from 
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her ;  and  endeavouring  with  her  fingers  to  re¬ 
lieve  herfelf,  fhe  extradled  a  piece  of  the 
Cranium ,  as  big  as  a  Swedijh  crown,  and  at 
the  fame  time  two  ribs  were  found  in  the 
clofe-ftool  5  and  fourteen  days  after,  the  reft 
of  the  bones  were  voided  the  fame  way,  of  an 
excrementitious  colour.  The  woman  did  af¬ 
terwards  very  well,  and  was  the  mother  of  three 
children ;  fhe  alfo  had  her  Menfes  naturally. 

In  the  Phil .  Franf.  No.  477.  p.  529.  is  a 
letter  from  Mr.  "James  Simon  to  the  prefident, 
concerning  the  bones  of  a  Foetus  voided  per 
Anum . 

A  curious  and  worthy  clergyman  of  the 
county  of  Armagh ,  fent  me  fome  time  ago  a 
parcel  of  bones  with  the  following  account  of 
them :  viz . 

Rofe  the  wife  of  Mortaugh  MacCornwall ,  of 
the  parifti  of  Pullylijh ,  barony  of  Clare ,  in  the 
year  1741,  about  the  latter  end  of  May ,  or 
the  beginning  of  June,  being  in  the  37th 
year  of  her  age,  and  mother  of  feveral  chil¬ 
dren,  conceived  as  ufual ;  but  in  two  or 
three  days  after,  felt  an  exceffive  unnatural 
kind  of  pain  in  the  Matrix ,  which  continued 
with  frequent  faintings,  a  depraved  appetite 
and  an  exceeding  great  weaknefs,  till  her  child 
quickened;  after  which  file  proceeded  rea- 
fonably  well  in  her  pregnancy  to  the  end  of 
nine  months ;  and  then  her  child  was  alive, 

2  and 
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and  every  thing  right  as  the  midwife  thought. 
She  fell  in  labour,  which  laded  with  proper 
child-bearing  pains  for  twenty-four  hours ; 
but  could  not  be  delivered ;  and  her  labour 
leaving  her,  the  child  was  no  more  obferved 
to  flir.  In  a  month  after,  her  labour  return¬ 
ed,  and  with  many  regular  throes  continued 
twenty- four  hours  more ;  but  to  no  pur  pole, 
fave  the  difcharging  of  fome  quantities  of  black 
corrupted  clots  of  blood ;  of  which  kind  alfo 
fhe  threw  up  much  by  vomit :  then  her  la¬ 
bour  left  her  entirely ;  and  foon  after,  fhe 
felt  the  decaying  of  the  flefh  of  her  infant, 
and  the  difcharge  thereof  both  at  the  Matrix 
and  AmiSy  with  fo  putrid  and  deadly  a  fmell, 
as  was  extremely  naufeous  both  to  herfelf  and 
others  about  her.  Thus  fhe  lived  for  up¬ 
wards  of  twelve  months,  and  at  that  period 
her  pains  increafing  to  excels,  fhe  began  the 
difcharges  of  the  bones,  which  to  the  number 
of  eighty  and  upwards,  fhe  voided  wholly  by 
ftool;  fourteen  the  firft  day,  and  two,  three 
or  four  at  a  time  afterwards,  for  the  fpace  of 
twelve  months,  or  more;  with  mo  ft  intole¬ 
rable  pains  at  the  voiding  of  each  bone,  es¬ 
pecially  a  broad  piece  of  the  fkull ;  fo  that 
from  her  conception  to  the  day  of  her  death, 
which  was  the  fourth  of  April  laft,  makes  up 
near  four  years;  during  moft  of  which  time, 
never  was  a  more  calamitous  creature;  for 
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three  years,  fcarce  a  day  without  differing 
mod  exquifite  torture,  being  alfo  attended 
with  frequent  faintings,  a  continual  want  of 
appetite,  and  an  almoft  perpetual  loofenefs; 
iniomuch,  that  it  is  miraculous  how  fhe  lived; 
not  eating  in  all  that  long  fpace  (o  much  as 
would  have  fuftained  a  fucking  child  ;  even 
the  very  liquids  at  length  not  lying  a  moment 
on  her  ftomach;  by  which  means  (he  became 
quite  emaciated,  and  difmal  to  look  at,  not 
being  able  to  move  from  one  pofture  to  ano- 
ther,  or  to  be  moved  without  fainting  at  every 
the  lead  touch  or  motion.  The  truth  of  all 
which  I  atteft  to  you,  as  I  received  it,  partly 
from  the  poor  woman  herfelf,  and  partly  from 
my  wdfe,  who  vifited  her  frequently  during 
her  iilnefs. 

In  the  fame  'Franfafiions,  No.  485.  p.  121. 
we  End  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fran .  Drake ,  fur- 
geon,  F.  R.  S.  to  Martin  Foulkes ,  Efq*,  con¬ 
cerning  the  bones  of  a  Foetus  difcharged  through 
an  ulcer  near  the  navel. 

f  '  t  y  -  *  1 

I  <  \  . 

Sir,  Fork,  June  22,  1747. 

Having  a  call  from  hence  into  Lincolnfcire 
lately  to  fee  a  patient,  the  apothecary  who  at¬ 
tended  him,  informed  me,  amongft  other 
things,  of  an  extraordinary  cafe,  which  had 
happened  in  that  neighbourhood,  a  very  few 
years  ago.  I  have  fines  been  informed,  on 

inquiry. 


Cases  in  midwifery.  i53 

inquiry,  that  it  has  not  as  yet  been  reprefent- 
ed  to  the  Royal  Society ;  and  therefore,  I  hope, 
you  will  do  me  the  honour  to  lay  this  account 
of  the  cafe  before  them. 

'jane  the  wife  of  James  Bur  man ,  labourer, 
at  Scawby,  near  Brig  in  Lincoln  (hire,  was  a- 
bout  twenty-nine  years  of  age  when  (lie  mar¬ 
ried.  About  two  years  after,  when  fhe  had 
had  a  child  at  full  time,  Ihe  conceived  again, 
and  went  regularly  on  for  four  months.  She 
then  got  a  fall,  and  about  three  weeks  after, 
felt  a  load  in  her  belly;  which  continued  on 
the  right  fide  of  the  fame,  for  between  two 
and  three  years.  The  woman  then  grew  very 
big  of  another  child,  which  preffed  fo  much 
upon  the  lump  as  to  give  her  great  uneafmefs. 
However,  (he  went  on  to  her  time  with  her 
double  burden,  and  three  years  and  a  quarter 
after  the  accidental  fall,  file  was  delivered  of 
a  live  child  at  full  growth  :  from  which  time, 
-/lie  grew  worfe  and  wcrfe,  with  violent  pain 
about  the  navel,  and  an  inflamed  tumor  ap¬ 
peared  near  the  part.  Upon  application  to  a 
neighbouring  furgeon,  fomentations  were  ufed, 
which  produced  a  fuppuration  at  a  fmall 
breach  near  the  navel.  The  furgeon  did  not 
know  what  to  make  of  this  fwelling,  and 
therefore  did  not  venture  to  enlarge  the  ori¬ 
fice;  but  it  continued  difcharging  a  fetid  pu¬ 
rulent  matter  for  three  or  foyr  months  longer. 

About 
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About  a  year  or  more  after  her  laft  delivery, 
the  woman  was  fuddenly  feized  in  the  night¬ 
time,  and  a  hardifh  mafs  of  flefh  feemingly 
about  eight  inches  long,  was  difcharged 
through  the  old  opening  in  her  belly.  The 
lump  was  rather  thicker  than  an  ordinary 
man's  wrift,  and  being  opened,  contained  all 
the  bones  of  a  F&tus  of  about  four  months 
growth.  At  this  time  the  woman  was  much 
emaciated,  occafioned  by  the  large  difcharge 
of  Pus  from  the  wound;  and  what  was  much 
more  extraordinary,  whatever  (he  eat  or  drank 
came  half  digefted  through  the  opening; 
white  bread,  or  better  diet,  came  through  in 
that  manner,  but  coarfe  rye  bread,,  or  fuch 
like,  were  not  digefted  at  all;  for  which  rea- 
fon,  the  poor  woman  mu  ft  inevitably  have 
periftied,  had  (lie  not  been  fupported  by  a 
charitable  gentleman's  family  in  the  village 
with  diet  fit  for  her  miferable  circumftances. 

She  continued  to  difcharge  her  excrement 
in  this  manner  for  fix  months,  and  then  that 
fymptom  left  her  ;  after  which  the  ulcer  was 
kept  open  other  fix  months,  when  it  dried  up 
of  itfelf  naturally,  with  a  very  firm  but  fmall 
cicatrix.  I  had  the  curiofity  to  fee  this  wo¬ 
man,  and  Mr.  Charlefworth ,  Surgeon  and  Apo¬ 
thecary  at  Brig  fent  for  her.  She  appeared 
hale,  ftrong,  and  in  full  health.  I  had  the 
above  account  of  her  cafe  from  her  own 

mouth. 
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mouth,  attefted  by  the  furgeon  who  attended 
her.  I  faw  the  bones  of  the  Foetus  in  Mr. 
Charlefworth' s  pofleffion,  perfectly  white,  and 
I  believe  not  one  wanting.  The  woman  fur¬ 
ther  told  me,  that  nine  months  after  the 
wound  was  healed,  (he  was  delivered  of  ano¬ 
ther  live  child  at  full  time,  but  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty.  The  whole  time  that  the  bones  of 
the  Foetus  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  lain  in 
the  woman’s  belly,  was  about  four  years  and 
a  half.  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  drawn  up  the  ac¬ 
count  as  well  as  I  can,  but  very  inaccurately. 
I  have  purpofely  omitted  terms  of  art,  in  or¬ 
der  to  make  myfelf  better  underftood  by 
thofe  who  are  not  furgeons  or  anatomifts* 
There  are  feveral  particulars  in  the  account, 
which  I  cannot  reconcile  to  any  natural  laws 
that  I  am  acquainted  with.  However,  as  the 
truth  of  the  whole  is  inconteftible,  it  fhews 
moft  evidently,  what  wonderful  things  nature 
can  do,  with  proper  affiftance. 

In  No.  486.  p.  13 1.  is  related  a  cafe  and 
cure  of  a  woman  from  whom  a  Foetus  was 
extracted  that  had  been  lodged  in  one  of  the 
Fallopian  tubes,  fent  from  Riga>  by  Dr.  James 
Mounfey , 


NUMB. 


156  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

1  *  1  t 

NUMB.  II. 

Of  Mifcarriages  proceeding  from  the  repara¬ 
tion  of  the  Placenta,  and  a  Diftention 
of  the  Collum  and  Os  Uteri. 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1751,  a  woman  in  the  fecond 
month  of  her  fecond  pregnancy,  darting  out 
of  bed  in  a  furprize,  felt  fomething  as  it  were 
give  way,  and  inftantly  mifcarried,  with  a 
large  haemorrhage  that  loon  ceafed. 

A  .  ' 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1750,  I  was  about  nine  o'clock 
at  night  called  to  a  woman  three  months  gone 
with  child,  whom  I  had  formerly  delivered. 
In  the  morning  fhe  had  been  feized  with  a 
flooding  in  confequence  of  a  fall  down  ftairs  5 
upon  which  fhe  was  put  to  bed,  blooded,  and 
took  fome  tin&ure  of  rofes  with  Syr.  e  Meconioy 
and  the  difcharge  abated  a  little  j  but  return¬ 
ing  with  greater  violence  in  the  evening,  a 
gentleman  of  the  profeffion,  who  lodged  in 
thehoufe,  prefcribed  another  vensefedlion,  to¬ 
gether  with  ftyptic  medicines,  fuch  as  the 
SCinft*  Antiphthific.  Alum .  and  Sang.  Dracon . 
When  I  arrived,  (he  was  exhaufted,  faint  and 
pale,  the  Os  Uteri  being  clofe,  though  fhe 
had  the  appearance  of  flight  pains,  that  re¬ 
curred 
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Curred  at  long  intervals.  As  the  danger 
feemed  preffing,  and  all  the  common  methods 
had  been  tried,  without  fuccefs,  I  took  the 
hint  from  Hoffman,  and  fluffed  the  Vagina 
tight  with  fine  tow  dipt  in  Oxycrate ,  which 
immediately  ftopt  the  difcharge :  I  then  pre- 
fcribed  an  anodyne  draught,  with  five  drops 
of  the  Tintt.  "Thebaic .  and  two  drachms  of  the 
Syr.  de  Me  coni  o,  and  directed  her  to  drink 
frequently  of  chicken-broth.  She  dozed  a 
little,  and  between  her  dozings  had  every 
now  and  then  flight  pains,  though  the  flood¬ 
ing  did  not  return.  Towards  morning  the 
pains  grew  fo  ftrong,  that  the  tow  was  forced 
through  the  Os  externum ,  together  with  the 
abortion,  about  the  fize  of  a  goofe  egg,  and 
Tome  coagulated  blood.  I  have  fince  fuccefs- 
fully  ufed  the  fame  mdthod  in  feveral  cafes 
where  the  flooding  was  violent.  Indeed  the 
ftrong  preffure  in  the  Vagina  feems  to  dam  up 
the  internal  flooding,  which,  by  diftcnding 
the  Uterus ,  brings  on  labour  pains. 

CASE  III. 

On  the  eighth  of  ffuly  1744,  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  a  woman  ten  weeks  gone  with  child, 
was  taken  with  flight  pains  and  a  flooding. 
The  Os  Uteri  would  hardly  admit  the  tip  of 
the  forefinger,  nor  did  the  opening  increafe, 
though  the  difcharge  grew  more  violent  at 

every 
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every  pain.  The  patient  being  exhaufted  by 
the  great  lofs  of  blood,  was  dire£ted  to  take 
P/7.  Matth.  gr.  x.  in  confequence  of  which, 
the  pains  and  flooding  abated.  Towards 
morning,  die  enjoyed  fome  reft  and  fell  into 
a  breathing  fweat,  and  next  day  was  much 
eafier,  her  pulfe  being  raifed,  and  the  dis¬ 
charge  having  acquired  a  pale  colour.  On 
the  tenth,  it  was  no  longer  of  a  red  hue,  and 
next  day,  while  fhe  fat  on  the  pot,  making 
water,  the  Seciindines  flipt  away  without  pain, 
the  membranes  having  been  broke,  and  the 
embryo  almoft  quite  diflblved. 

She  had  twice  before  mifcarried  in  the  third 
month,  and  in  fix  months  after  the  laft  of  the 
two  mifcarriages,  conceived  again.  As  the 
former  abortions  had  probably  been  owing  to 
a  coftive  conftitutiofi  and  hard  {training  at 
ftool,  (he  was  blooded  fix  weeks  after  concep¬ 
tion,  and  the  fame  evacuation,  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  fix  or  eight  ounces,  twice  repeated,  at 
the  interval  of  a  month.  At  the  fame  time 
fhe  was  directed  to  take  frequently  at  night, 
Eledt.  Leniiiv .  sij*  or  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  01. 
AmygdaL  d.  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of 
the  Syr .  Fiolarum>  fo  as  to  procure  an  eafy 
paflage  every  day.  By  thefe  means  fhe  held 
out  to  the  end  of  the  feventh  month,  when  fhe 
was  delivered  of  a  child  which  is  ftill  alive. 
In  the  fifth  week  of  her  next  pregnancy,  fhe 

was 
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was  blooded  to  the  quantity  of  eight  ounces : 
but  neglecting  to  undergo  the  fame  evacuation 
at  the  period  of  another  month,  and  being 
expofed  to  fome  fevere  exercife,  (he  was  taken 
with  a  pain  in  her  back,  of  which  fhe  was  re¬ 
lieved  next  morning,  by  lofing  eight  ounces 
of  blood  from  the  arm.  However,  fhe  hap¬ 
pened  to  overftrain  herfelf  again,  and  the 
pain  returned  with  a  flooding,  which  occa¬ 
sioned  a  mifcarriage  in  the  fourth  month. 

CASE  IV. 

In  April  1749,  I  was  called  to  a  gentlewo¬ 
man  who  had  been  feveral  years  in  a  bad  ftate 
of  health,  occafioned  by  frequent  collections 
of  matter  fomewhere  about  the  outfide  of  the 
Uterus ,  which  difcharging  itfelf  into  the  Va¬ 
gina,  flowed  from  thence  in  large  quantities. 
During  this  complaint  fhe  had  bore  three 
children,  and  now  was  feized  with  pains 
about  the  Os  Pubis ,  together  with  a  difficulty 
of  making  water  and  going  to  ftool,  which 
(lie  imputed  to  her  old  diforder.  She  had  felt 
fome  fymptoms  of  pregnancy,  fuch  as  fick- 
nefs  and  reaching  in  the  morning,  but  as  the 
menftrual  difcharge  was  regular,  flie  could 
not  think  herfelf  with  child.  Neverthelefs, 
the  pains  increafed,  and  fhe  was  fuddenly  de¬ 
livered  of  a  child  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifth 
month,  which,  though  not  above  four  or 
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five  inches  long,  lived  fome  hours.  The  Se~- 
cundines  did  not  come  away,  nor  was  there 
any  difcharge  of  blood  :  circum fiances  which 
plainly  proved  that  the  Placenta  dill  firmly 
adhered  to  the  Uterus ;  and  as  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  introduce  the  hand,  I  thought  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  leave  it  to  come  away  of  itfelf, 
efpecially  as  the  patient  was  free  from  pain. 
A  glyfter  was  adminiftered,  after  the  operation 
of  which,  (he  took  an  anodyne  draught  of 
Jlq.  Ctnnam.  ten .  <S  Syr.  de  Me  coni  o ,  and  en¬ 
joyed  good  reft  that  night.  But  her  pulfe  be¬ 
ing  rather  too  low,  I  prefcribed  the  following 
draught  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day,  in  or¬ 
der  to  quicken  the  circulation. 

* 

R  Aq.  Cinnam.  ten.  Pul.  Contrayerv.  comp,  9i. 

Cajtor .  Sal.  volat.  fuccin.  agr.  v.  Syr.  Croci.  q.f. 

/.  Hauftus.  §va.  quaq-,  bora  fummend. 

By  thefe  a  flight  fever  was  produced,  on  the 
fifth  day  a  flooding  began,  and  the  Placenta 
being  feparated  was  eafily  delivered.  The 
flooding  being  at  firft  very  violent,  was  re- 
drained  by  repetitions  of  the  anodyne  draught, 
and  before  the  Secundines  came  away,  (he  re¬ 
ceived  a  glyfter  every  night.  After  this  mif- 
carriage,  (he  enjoyed  a  better  ftate  of  health 
than  before. 

CASE  V. 

In  December  1744,  an  unfortunate  woman 
of  the  town  mifcarried  in  the  fifth  month, 

and 
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and  the  midwife,  from  a  miftaken  notion* 
that  if  the  Placenta  is  not  immediately  deli¬ 
vered,  the  patient  muft  die,  had  tried  to  pull 
it  away  with  fuch  force  as  produced  a  violent 
flooding,  of  which  fhe  died. 

This  was  likewife  the  cafe  of  another  wo¬ 
man,  who  being  delivered  in  the  feventh 
month,  died  inftantly  of  flooding,  occafioned 
by  a  violent  reparation  of  the  Placenta .  Thefe 
inftances  ought  effectually  to  caution  practi¬ 
tioners  againft  ufing  violence,  either  when 
the  Uterus  is  but  little  diftended,  or  when  the 
Placenta  adheres  too  firmly  to  be  feparated 
with  moderate  force. 

CASE  VI. 

In  the  year  1749,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
four  months  gone  with  child,  on  the  eleventh 
day  after  the  eruption  of  the  fmall-pox.  She 
was  then  taken  with  pains,  but,  being  deliri¬ 
ous,  her  cafe  was  not  known  until  the  nurfe 
obferved  blood  upon  the  deaths.  I  found 
the  Os  Uteri  confiderably  opened,  and  the  dif- 
charge  being  great,  and  attended  with  fre¬ 
quent  ftrainings,  I  broke,  the  membranes  that 
Were  pufhed  down  with  the  waters*  This 
expedient  flayed  the  flooding,  the  Foetus  was 
foon  delivered,  and  had  no  mark  of  the  fmall- 
pox,  aild  the  Secundines  came  away  in  two 
hours.  But  the  difeharge  had  funk  the  puf- 
Vol.  II.  M  tules. 
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tules,  which  were  of  the  confluent  kind,  and 
could  not  be  raifed  again.  She  died  in  a  few 
hours  after  the  mifcarriage.  , 

In  the  German  Ephemerides,  Ami  Primi > 
L.  III.  p.  139,  there  is  an  account  of  a  wo¬ 
man  who  had  the  fmall-pox  before  (he  was 
delivered,  and  the  child  was  marked  with  the 
fame  difeafe. 

In  the  Phil .  Pranf.  No.  493,  p.  233,  is 
the  cafe  of  a  lady  who  was  delivered  of  a  child, 
on  whom  the  fmall-pox  appeared  in  a  day  or 
two  after  its  birth ;  drawn  up  by  Cromwell 
Mortimer ,  M.  D. 

In  the  fame  Pranfatt.  No.  493,  p;  235,  are 
fome  accounts  of  the  Foetus  in  Utero,  being 
differently  affedled  by  the  fmall-pox.  By 
William  Watfon ,  F.  R.  S.  alfo  at  No.  337,  p. 
165.  Vide  Lamotte,  Ohfervat.  129. 

CASE  VII. 

In  the  year  1741,  I  attended  a  woman  who 
was  very  much  weakened,  by  a  conftant 
draining  of  blood  from  the  Uterus  for  above 
four  months,  which  had  begun  two  months 
after  conception.  I  found  her  pulfe  low,  her 
countenance  pale,  and  the  whole  furface  of 
her  body  affected  with  a  fmall  degree  of  an 
Anafarca.  She  was  diredfed  to  take  hartftiorn 
jellies,  with  ftrong  red  wine  ;  and  afterwards 
being  feized  with  labour-pains,  and  an  increafe 
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of  the  flooding,  I  prefcribed  five  grains  of  Pil. 
Matth.  which  were  repeated  every  hour,  un¬ 
til  the  pains  and  violence  of  the  flooding  aba¬ 
ted.  The  Os  Uteri  being  open,  and  the 
membranes  pufhed  down  with  the  waters, 
thefe  laft  were  pierced  with  a  pair  of  fciflars, 
and  the  waters  being  difcharged,  the  Uterus 
contrasted  fo  as  that  its  vefiels  no  longer  pour¬ 
ed  forth  their  contents,  and  came  in  contaSl 
with  the  body  of  the  child,  which  was  deli¬ 
vered  when  the  pains  returned.  About  one 
fourth  of  the  Placenta  was  then  emaciated, 
and  covered  with  clotted  blood,  which  had 
taken  the  form  of  a  white,  thick  membrane, 
and  lay  betwixt  it  and  the  Uterus  while  the 
reft  of  the  Placenta  was  plump  and  red,  and 
covered  with  the  frefti  grumes  of  blood.  The 
emaciated  part  had  been  feparated  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  flooding,  and  the  other  in  the 
time  of  delivery.  The  child  was  alive,  but 
very  fmall,  confidering  it  was  born  in  the 
feventh  month. 

CASE  VIII. 

Communicated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jordan , 
dated  at  Folk  ft  one ,  April  26,  1751. 

The  woman  was  four  months  gone  with 
child  ;  had  been  troubled  with  flight  flooding 
at  times,  for  the  fpace  of  three  weeks,  and 
mifcarried  of  the  Foetus  about  an  hour  before 
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Mr.  Jordan  arrived  ,  and  he  underftood  tha*- 
the  Funis  had  feparated  from  the  Placenta > 
and  come  along  with  the  child. 

The  patient  was  low  and  faintifh,  having 
been  very  much  fatigued  by  the  midwife's 
trying  to  extract  the  Secundines :  and  fhe  had 
bearing  pains  that  frequently  recurred,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  flight  flooding,  which,  however, 
was  very  inconliderable.  He  directed  her  to 
drink  frequently  a  little  caudle,  and  prescri¬ 
bed  an-  opiate,  by  which  her  Spirits  were  re¬ 
cruited,  and  the  pains  for  the  prefen t  re¬ 
moved  :  but  thefe  fcon.returned  after  fhe  had 
enjoyed  fome  reft. 

Upon  examination,  he  found  part  of  the 
Placenta  in  the  Vagina ,  fo  that  the  Os  Inter¬ 
num  was  kept  open  :  and  that  part  which  re¬ 
mained  in  the  Uterus  adhered  fo  clofely  to  it, 
that  he  could  not  Separate  it  without  fome 
difficulty.  Immediately  after  this  Separation, 
the  woman  was  eafed  of  her  pain  ;  but  fome 
time  elapfed  before  fhe  recovered  her  ftrength. 

Many  cafes  of  this  kind  have  occurred  in 
my  pradtice. 

When  the  haemorrhage  was  altogether 
ftayed,  or  continued  in  Small  quantity  after 
the  delivery  of  the  Foetus ,  the  Secundines  com¬ 
monly  were  expelled  by  the  after-pains.  But 
when  the  woman’s  ftrength  was  in  danger  of 
being  impaired  by  the  flooding,  I  always  en¬ 
deavoured 
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deavoured  to  bring  them  away  with  my  fin¬ 
gers  5  and  when  thefe  would  not  reach  them, 
employed  the  blunt  hook  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  :  nay,  when  both  thefe  expedients  failed, 
I  have  reftrained  the  hooding  by  preferring 
opiates  from  time  to  time,  and  afterwards 
have  found  it  more  eafily  brought  away,  if  it 
did  not  come  of  itfelf. 

If  part  of  the  Placenta  is  come  down  into 
the  Vagina ,  I  cautioufly  avoid  feparating  it 
from  what  remains  in  the  Uterus ,  becaufe  in 
that  cafe  the  Os  Uteri  would  contract  and  re¬ 
tain  it  for  a  longer  time.  Whereas  the  Os 
internum  is  kept  open  and  irritated  by  the  pro¬ 
truded  part,  fo  as  to  occafion  every  now  and 
then  a  pain  which  helps  to  feparate  and  force 
down  the  other. 

If  the  Placenta  lies  loofe,  though  kept  up 
by  the  contraction  of  the  Os  Uteri ,  and  there 
are  no  pains  to  force  it  down,  I  open  the  Os 
internum  fo  as  to  admit  two  fingers,  and  bring 
it  away  with  the  blunt  hook  :  but  even  this 
method  has  failed,  and  a  draining  has  conti¬ 
nued  for  feveral  days.  I  have  opened  the  Os 
Externum  lo  as  to  introduce  my  hand  into  the 
Vagina ,  and  infinuating  two  fingers  into  the 
Uterus ,  have  feparated  the  adhefion.  Then, 
if  I  could  not  pull  down  the  Placenta  with  my 
fingers,  I  have  introduced  the  hook  along 
them,  and  turning  the  blunt  point  above  the 
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feparated  cake,  extracted  it,  without  further 
difficulty,  taking  care  all  the  time,  that  the 
point  was  towards  the  Flacenta ,  and  did  not 
touch  any  part  of  the  Uterus .  I  have  tried 
to  extract  it  with  the  polypus  forceps,  but  fel- 
dom  effebted  theextrabfion  without  difficulty, 
becaufe  this  inftrument  takes  more  room,  and 
is  not  fo  ealily  managed. 

There  is  very  rarely  occafion  for  any  affift- 
ance  of  this  kind,  which  Ihould  never  be  ufed, 
except  when  the  patient  is  in  danger  from 
long,  continued  drainings. 

C  A  S  E  IX. 

Communicated  by  the  fame  gentleman. 

A  woman  about  five  months  gone  with 
child,  was  taken  ill  with  a  flight  flooding, 
which  was  refirained  by  taking  eight  ounces 
of  blood  from  her  arm,  keeping  her  quiet  iq 
bed,  and  giving  her  opiates  from  time  to 
time.  Yet  on  the  leaf!  motion,  the  difcharge 
returned,  and  in  about  five  or  fix  days,  labour 
coming  on,  file  was  fafely  delivered  of  the 
Foetus  and  Secunclines  by  the  labour-pains; 
but  it  was  a  long  time  before  fhe  recovered 
her  ftrength. 

CASE  X. 

In  the  year  1729,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
who  was  feized  with  a  pretty  large  haemorrhage, 
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and  mifcarried  in  the  fifth  month.  The  Fu¬ 
nis  and  membranes  were  expelled  at  the  fame 
time,  but  the  Placenta  remained ;  and  though 
the  difcharge  abated,  a  draining  of  blood  con¬ 
tinued  to  weaken  her,  for  the  fpace  of  three 
months  after  her  mifcarriage,  when  I  was 
called,  and  found  her  pulfe  low,  her  counte¬ 
nance  pale,  and  her  body  emaciated. 

Feeling  the  Os  Uteri  very  rigid,  but  fo  open 
as  to  admit  two  fingers ;  I  ordered  her  to  be 
laid  in  a  fupine  pofture  acrofs  the  bed,  and 
gradually  dilated  the  Os  Externum  fo  as  to 
introduce  my  whole  hand  into  the  Vagina.  I 
then  tried  to  dilate  the  Os  Internum ,  but 
without  fuccefs.  However,  my  hand  being 
in  the  Vagina ,  I  could  now  introduce  my  two 
fingers  fo  as  to  feel  the  Placenta ,  which  was 
flrongly  compreiTed  by  the  Uterus  into  a  con¬ 
fidence  of  a  fcirrhous  fubftance,  about  the 
fize  of  a  large  walnut  or  pigeon’s  egg.  This 
I  feparated  ail  round  with  my  fingers,  but  as 
I  could  not  bring  it  down,  I  introduced  a 
long,  narrow-pointed  forceps,  which,  however 
did  not  fucceed  :  finally,  I  had  recourfe  to  the 
blunt  hook,  with  which  I  brought  it  away  in 
three  feparate  pieces.  The  draining  was 
ftopt,  the  woman  recovered,  and  afterwards 
bore  children.  In  this  cafe,  the  Placenta ,  in- 
ftead  of  increafing  and  forming  a  Mola ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  notion  of  Tome  old  writers, 
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was  fqueezed  into  a  fmall,  round  compact 
fubftance,  almoft  as  folid  as  a  cartilage. 

CASE  XI. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Hengeflon ,  in  a  letter 
dated  at  Jpfwich ,  Jan.  4,  1753. 

He  was  called  to  a  woman  in  the  fourteenth 
wreek  of  pregnancy,  found  her  much  weaken¬ 
ed  by  a  flooding,  and  was  told  fhe  had  been 
four  and  twenty  hours  in  that  condition. 
On  touching,  he  felt  the  body  of  the  Uterus 
almoft  even  with  the  Os  Externum ,  the  Os  In¬ 
ternum  forwards  above  the  Pubis ,  and  the 
FundusJJteri  backwards,  and  clofe  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  Re  Hum  at  the  Os  Coccygis. 

The  woman  lying  on.  her  fide,  he  dilated 
the  Os  Externum ,  and  introducing  two  fingers 
into  the  Os  Internum ,  whcih  was  a  little  open, 
broke  the  membranes,  in  hope  that  by  dimi- 
nifhing  the  contents  of  the  Uterus ,  he  might 
ftay  the  haemorrhage :  but,  after  having  wait¬ 
ed  fifteen  minutes  to  little  purpofe,  he  again 
'  introduced  his  hand  into  the  Vagina ,  and  with 
his  thumb  in  the  Os  Uteri ,  and  his  finger  prefix¬ 
ed  backwards  againft  the  Fundus ,  he  pulled 
down  the  firft,  while  his  fingers  puftted  up 
the  Fundus  above  the  Os  Sacrum  ;  upon  which 
the  contents  of  the  womb  flipt  into  his 
hand. 

T  *  *  T  7  . .  i  , 
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The  patient  recovered,  but  laboured  under 
a  Prolapfus  Vagina ,  occafioned  by  a  former 
fevere  labour.  She  is  now  again  with  child, 
and  finding  the  Uterus  lying  in  the  fame  po¬ 
sition,  he  defires  my  advice,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent  another  mifcarriagefrom  the  preternatu¬ 
ral  lownefs  of  the  Fundus ,  which  he  appre¬ 
hends  will  hinder  the  Uterus  from  Stretching. 

I  advifed  him  to  try  to  raife  the  Uterus 
higher,  and  keep  it  up  with  a  round  peffory, 
or  rather  with  one  of  that  kind  which  have 
necks,  and  are  kept  up  with  (traps,  tied  to  a 
belt  that  goes  round  the  woman’s  waift.  Vide 
Tab.  XXXVIII.  I  likewife  counfelled  him 
to  bleed  her  by  way  of  preventing  a  flooding, 
if  her  conftitution  can  bear  that  evacuation, 
and  to  keep  her  body  open. 

MauriceaUy  in  Obferv.  385,  defcribes  a 
mifcarriage  from  a  woman’s  being  too  much 
fhaken  in  a  coach. 

April  1,  1685,  he  attended  a  woman  who 
had  mifcarried  an  hour  before,  of  a  (mail 
child  of  four  months,  which  he  judgeds  from  its 
corruption,  to  have  lain  eight  or  nine  days  dead 
in  the  womb,  before  nature  of  itfelf  expelled 
it.  The  body  of  this  Fcetus  being  very  (mall, 
and  quite  Ihrivelled,  had,  for  that  reafon, 
very  little  dilated  the  internal  orifice,  fo  that 
he  had  no  room  for  the  prefent,  to  bring 
£way  the  after-birth  \  and  therefore  left  it  to 
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nature,  which  did  the  bufinefs  twelve  hours 
after.  For  he  judged  it  better  to  do  fo,  than 
to  offer  violence  to  the  womb,  by  dilating  fo 
much  as  was  neceffary  for  extracting  this  fo¬ 
reign  mafs.  This  misfortune  was  owing  to 
the  woman’s  being  too  much  fhaken  and  agi¬ 
tated,  by  always  ufing  a  very  uneafy  coach. 

In  Obferv .  614,  March  16,  1691,  we  are 
told  he  delivered  a  woman  who  had  mifcar- 
ried  two  hours  before  of  a  Foetus  of  three 
months,  which  had  been  dead  eight  or  ten 
days,  as  appeared  by  its  corruption.  The 
midwife,  for  want  of  fufficient  knowledge  in 
her  bufinefs,  being  incapable  of  bringing 
away  the  after-birth,  fo  exceflive  a  flooding 
was  excited  by  its  retention  in  the  womb, 
that  the  woman  muft  have  run  a  great  rifk; 
of  her  life,  if  he  had  not  fpeedily  delivered 
her  of  it,  and  fo  put  a  flop  to  the  flooding  \ 
after  which  flie  did  very  well. 

In  Obferv .  694,  we  find  he  delivered  a  wo¬ 
man  of  the  after- birth  of  a  fmall  Foetus  of 
two  months,  of  which  fhe  had  mifcarried 
three  hours  before,  without  any  manifeft 
caufe :  the  after-birth  being  retained  in  the 
womb  after  the  expulfion  of  the  Foetus ,  occa- 
fioned  fuch  a  flooding,  that  the  woman  had 
feveral  times  fainting  fits,  from  which  fhe  re¬ 
covered  as  foon  as  he  had  delivered  her  of  that 
foreign  mafs  $  for  the  flux  then  ceafed,  and 
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the  woman  did  very  well.  This  was  the 
eleventh  child  of  which  (he  had  mifcarried. 

In  Obferv .  477,  April  1687,  he  fays,  he 
attended  a  woman  who  was  near  the  brink  of 
the  grave,  it  being  the  third  day  fince  the  had 
mifcarried  of  a  child  of  four  months,  whole 
after-birth  was  left  intire  in  the  womb ;  for 
the  midwife  was  not  able  to  deliver  her  of  it, 
becaufe  of  the  great  difficulty  fhe  found,  as 
fhe  told  him.  Whence  that  foreign  mafs, 
there  remaining  for  three  days,  had  cauled  a 
prodigious  flooding ;  and  as  nature  had  not 
yet  expelled  it,  there  was  no  hope  of  bringing 
it  away  but  by  violence,  becaufe  the  womb 
was  quite  clofed,  when  he  faw  the  woman. 
It  turned  at  length  to  a  moft  virulent  putre** 
faction,  which  caufed  a  continual  high  fever, 
with  two  or  three  exacerbations  every  day, 
accompanied  with  faintings  and  other  lymp- 
toms  ufual  on  thefe  occafions.  But  for  all 
thefe  diforders  and  a  bad  diarrhcea  befides, 
fhe  recovered  her  health,  after  a  moft  grievous 
and  troublefome  fit  of  ficknefs  for  five  weeks. 
He  had  fome  years  befote  attended  the  fame 
woman,  when  fhe  was  extremely  ill  in  the 
like  manner,  after  another  mifcarriage,  where 
the  after- birth  had  been  likewife  left  behind, 
the  midwife  not  being  able  to  bring  it  away, 
and  it  was  expelled  by  fuppuration  like  this 


In 


I72  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

In  Obf  550,  April  1689,  he  tells  us,  he  de¬ 
livered  a  woman  of  a  male  infant,  five  months 
and  a  half  grown,  who  was  ftill  alive,  though 
the  mother  had  laboured  under  a  moderate 
flux  of  blood,  which  was  almoft  continual, 
for  the  fpace  of  two  months,  increafing  at 
laft  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  hazard  an  abor¬ 
tion.  In  this  fituation  he  advifed  the  woman 
to  keep  her  bed,  or  at  lead;  her  chamber,  that 
fo  (he  might,  if  poffible,  preferve  her  great 
belly  to  the  end  of  the  term.  But,  infteadof 
hearkening  to  his  good  advice,  (he  undertook 
a  journey  in  a  coach,  which  was  the  diredt 
way  to  deftroy  her  infant,  who  lived  but  half 
an  hour,  though  the  mother  was  as  well  after 
he  had  delivered  her,  as  if  fhe  had  lain  in  at 
the  end  of  the  natural  term. 

In  Obf.  292,  Nov.  7,  1681,  he  fays  he  at¬ 
tended  a  woman  who  had  mifcarried  of  a 
dead  child  in  the  fixth  month,  by  being  jolted 
in  a  coach.  Twelve  or  fifteen  days  before 
this  accident,  fhe  had  been  too  much  fhaken 
and  jumbled  on  the  road  in  travelling.  This 
brought  upon  her,  pains  in  the  belly,  which 
lafted  all  that  time,  till  at  the  end  her  waters 
flowed  off  in  great  abundance  without  any 
real  pain.  As  the  infant  prefented  an  arm, 
the  midwife  believing  at  fir ft  fight  it  was  the 
foot,  took  no  care,  but  drew  it  out  as  far  as 
the  (houlder,  which  put  the  child  in  a  more 
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unnatural  pofture  than  it  was  in  before.  In 
this  fituation  of  affairs,  being  ordered  to  at¬ 
tend  the  woman,  he  pu filed  back  the  arm  into 
the  womb ;  but  all  the  waters  were  entirely 
run  off  the  day  before,  and  the  orifice  of  the 
womb  was  too  ftrait,  and  too  dry  for  him  to 

mf 

introduce  his  hand  without  violence,  in  order 
to  turn  the  child.  He  judged  it  more  prudent 
to  truft  nature  with  the  expulfion  of  it,  than 
attempt  it  with  a  too  forcible  extraction, 
plainly  forefeeing,  that  fince  it  was  very  fmall, 
it  might  eafily  come  away  in  the  fame  pofture 
it  was  in,  when  the  womb  fhould  be  fuffici- 
ently  dilated  ;  becaufe  the  woman  had  already 
been  mother  to  a  child  that  was  full  grown, 
and  gone  out  her  term.  It  happened  as  he 
foretold :  twelve  hours  afterwards,  nature  of 
its  own  accord  expelling  the  child,  by  means 
of  fome  pains  which  were  excited  by  a  glyfter 
he  had.prefcribed,  and  which  had  fufficiently 
dilated  the  orifice.  But  the  midwife  who 
flayed  to  attend  her,  miffing  the  opportunity, 
let  the  womb  clofeitfelf,  and  could  not  bring 
away  the  after-birth,  which  remained  fix 
hours  longer,  after  which  nature  of  itfelf  ex¬ 
pelled  it,  as  it  had  done  the  child;  and  the 
woman  being  thus  happily  delivered,  did  very 
well  afterwards.  He  did  not  know,  but  if 
he  had  tried  to  take  away  the  child  by  force, 
as  he  was  defired  when  he  firft  came,  the  vio- 
3  lence 
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lence  he  muft  have  ufed  in  dilating  the  orifice* 
fb  as  to  be  able  to  introduce  his  hand,  might 
have  been  very  prejudicial  to  the  mother  5 
whom  he  preferved  by  prudently  committing 
the  bufinefs  to  hature  for  reafons  declared 
above. 

In  Obf.  28,  1670,  Nov.  10,  he  tells  us  he 
attended  a  woman  fix  months  gone,  who  for 
eight  days  paft,  had  a  moderate  flux  of  blood, 
in  which  were  fome  clots,  occafioned  by  the 
Ihocks  of  a  violent  cough,  which  had  enlarged 
the  orifice  of  the  Uterus  to  a  finger’s  breadth. 
For  this  reafon  he  told  her  fhe  would  certain¬ 
ly  mifcarry  in  a  little  time,  although  fhe  felt 
no  pain  at  prefent,  becaufe  he  was  adored, 
from  the  opening  of  the  orifice  and  difcharge 
of  blood,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  the  agi¬ 
tation  of  fo  violent  a  cough  not  to  accom- 
plifh  the  mifchief  it  had  begun.  The  event 
anfwered  his  prognoftic  5  for  the  next  day 
the  woman  mifcarried  of  a  child,  which  lived 
but  a  day  and  an  half. 

In  Obferv.  164,  we  find  that  April  21,  1676, 
he  attended  a  woman  who  had  mifcarried 
three  hours  before  of  a  dead  child  of  four 
months.  Three  weeks  before  this,  fhe  had 
received  fome  hurt  in  a  crowd  at  church* 
from  which  time  fhe  always  felt  great  pains 
in  her  belly,  and  about  the  ninth  day  after 
this  accident,  began  to  void  a  little  blood; 

8  From 
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From  that  time,  (he  never  felt  her  infant 
move,  but  had  the  misfortune  tolofe  it  with¬ 
out  the  after-birth,  which  remained  behind, 
the  midwife  not  being  able  to  bring  it  away, 
becaufe  the  womb  clofed  immediately  on  the 
expulfion  of  the  child.  Having  himfelf  exa¬ 
mined  whether  there  could  be  any  means 
found  out  to  eafe  this  woman,  and  having 
difcovered,  that  the  orifice  of  the  womb  was 
only  open  enough  to  receive  one  finger,  he 
judged  it  the  fafeft  way  at  prefent  to  truft  na¬ 
ture,  and  poftpone  the  doing  her  any  vio¬ 
lence,  by  endeavouring  to  extrafl  this  after¬ 
birth  by  fo  narrow  an  orifice,  the  remedy,  in 
this  cafe,  appearing  to  him  worfe  than  the 
difeafe.  So  he  deferred  it  to  the  next  day, 
when  finding  the  womb  much  more  dilated, 
he  happily  delivered  her  of  her  burden  5  and 
though  (he  had  at  that  time  a  fever  upon  her, 
Ihe  did  very  well  afterwards. 

In  Obf.  508,  he  writes  that  in  Nov.  24, 
1687,  he  attended  a  woman  who  had  juft  be¬ 
fore  mifcarried  at  the  end  of  two  months  and 
a  half,  of  a  fmall  Fcetus  no  bigger  than  a  bee, 
which  nature  had  expelled  with  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  blood,  which  had  been  preceded 
by  a  diftillation  of  reddifh  ferofity  for  feveral 
days.  When  he  was  called  to  deliver  her  of 
the  after-birth,  he  found  the  womb  was  en¬ 
tirely  (hut,  and  that  there  was  no  way  to* 

bring 
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bring  it  off  but  by  violent  means,  which 
might  be  more  prejudicial  to  the  mother  than 
the  relief  he  could  promife  her  from  the  ex¬ 
traction  would  have  been  beneficial.  For 
this  reafon  he  thought  proper  to  truft  nature 
with  the  bufinefs,  which  was  not  accomplifh* 
ed  till  the  twelfth  day  after,  the  foreign  mafs 
lying  all  that  while  in  the  womb,  and  was 
then  expelled  and  half  fuppurated*  after  which 
the  woman  did  well. 

The  principal  caufe  of  this  abortion,  as  he 
fuppofed,  was  a  great  coftivenefs,  in  the  time 
of  pregnancy,  which  in  this  woman  was  fo 
extraordinary,  that  fhe  wasfometimes  fifteen 
whole  days  without  going  to  flool.  That  the 
great  efforts  fhe  made  to  eafe  herfelf  of  excre¬ 
ments,  exceffively  baked  and  hardened  by  fo 
long  a  flay,  did,  at  the  fame  time,  very  for¬ 
cibly  comprefs  the  womb,  which  might  very 
well  be  fuppofed  to  fhake  and  loofen,  and  at 
laft  expel  the  newly-conceived  Fcetu as  was 
the  cale  with  this  woman,  who  had  mifcar-* 

i  0 

ried  feveral  times  before. 

The  following  cafes  are  from  Lamotte. 

Ohferv.  129,  in  the  year  1687,  the  fmall-' 
pox  raged  in  Valognes ,  which  was  more  fatal 
than  general,  mofl  of  thofe  that  caught  it  dy¬ 
ing  of  it.  Among  others,  a  lady  of  diflinc-* 
tion,  fix  months  gone  with  child  or  there- 

abouts^ 
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abouts,  fell  ill  with  it  $  all  went  exceeding 
well,  the  fever  was  moderate,  the  puftules 
large,  railed  and  white,  when  on  a  hidden 
flie  was  taken  with  a  convulfion  $  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour  the  puftules  went  in,  and  her 
whole  body  turned  black  and  mortified.  He 
happening  to  be  there  by  chance*  gave  her  a 
few  fpoonfuls  of  wine  ;  fome  pains  followed, 
and  he  delivered  her  immediatelv  of  a  live 
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child,  who  died  foon  after  $  another  convul¬ 
fion  came  on,  and  fhe  died. 

Obferv .  151.  A  young  woman  that  lived 
two  leagues  off,  having  reached  the  fifth 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  found  herfelf  ill, 
as  ffie  thought,  with  the  cholic.  Her  mo¬ 
ther  fent  for  him  in  hafte,  left  fhe  fhould  be 
in  labour,  as  fhe  really  was,  for  he  found  her 
brought  to  bed  of  a  child  of  five  months,  who 
was  ftill  alive  when  he  came.  As  the  Placenta 
had  followed,  he  left  her  to  the  care  of  her 
mother.  This  young  woman  being  again 
with  child  fome  time  after,  mifcarried  about 
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the  fifth  month,  and  fo  fuddenly,  that  they 
had  not  time  to  let  him  know  it :  (he  came 
off  as  well  this  time  as  before.  Being  a  third 
time  with  child,  flue  was  exceedingly  watch¬ 
ful  over  herfelf,  to  do  nothing  that  could  pro¬ 
duce  a  mifcarriage.  He  bled  her  three  times 
in  the  fix  firff  months,  and  kept  her  to  a  very 
regular  moiffening  diet.  She  carried  her 

Vol.  II.  N  child 
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child.to  the  feventh  month  3  it  lived  but  a  few 
days.  He  imagining  it  was  owing  to  her  re¬ 
gularity,  that  fhe  carried  this  child  longer 
than  ufual,  fhe  refolved  to  be  ftill  more  cau¬ 
tious  the  next  time.  To  that  effect  he  bled 
and  purged  her  twice,  after  getting  up  from 
this  lying-in.  He  repeated  the  bleeding  as 
foon  as  fhe  wras  breeding,  and  kept  to  it  every 
month.  He  kept  her  to  a  cooling  moiftening 
diet,  not  fuffering  her  to  eat  any  thing  roafted 
or  to  drink  any  ftrong  liquor.  Whether  it 
was  owing  to  this  conduft,  or  any  other  rea- 
fon,  fhe  was  not  brought  to  bed  before  the 
ninth  month,  and  her  labour  was  eafy,  as  it 
.happened  alfo  twice  after  this.  But  being 
with  child  again,  and  more  diiordered  at  the 
fifth  month  than  fhe  had  been  in  the  ninth, 
in  her  three  preceding  pregnancies,  file  was 
at  fixN  months  feized  with  labour-pains,  and 
the  waters  came  away.  She  fent  for  him, 
and  he  delivered  her  in  a  little  while  of  two 
little  boys,  who  were  alive,  but  died  foon  af¬ 
ter.  He  afterwards  brought  away  a  large  Pla¬ 
centa  common  to  both  children,  and  fhe  foon 
recovered.  He  has  feveral  times  fmce  laid 
her  of  one  child  only,  whom  fhe  has  carried 
her  full  time,  without  any  inconvenience. 

What  follows  is  from  Giffard. 

Cafe  118.  April  1,  1730.  He  was  fent  for 
to  a  poor  woman  in  Knaves- Acre,  the  wife  of 
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a  fmith.  She  was  about  fix  months  gone 
with  child,  and  had  been  feized  with  a  flood¬ 
ing  fome  days  before,  for  which  her  midwife 
had  lately  come  to  confuit  him,  when  he  or¬ 
dered  an  aftringent  mixture  to  be  taken,  to 
the  quantity  of  three  or  four  fpoonfuls,  now 
and  then,  and  a  quieting  aftringent  draught, 
to  be  continued  every  night,  in  cafe  her  flood¬ 
ing  did  not  flop.  He  likewile  defired  they 
would  give  him  an  account  of  her  the  next 
day ;  at  the  fame  time  telling  the  midwife  that 
in  cafe  it  continued,  the  only  means  left  to 
fave  her  life  was  to  deliver ;  but  as  the  method 
here  prefcribed  had,  in  fome  meafure,  the 
defired  effeft  for  the  prefent,  he  heard  no¬ 
thing  farther  for  two  or  three  days.  Her 
flooding,  however,  returning  again,  her  huf- 
band  came  to  him,  and  defired  he  would  vifit 
her  ;  which  accordingly  he  did,  and  upon 
examination,  found  the  Os  Internum  not  di¬ 
lated  enough  to  receive  the  end  of  one  finger, 
and  not  eafily  to  be  dilated :  wherefore  he  ad- 
vifed  a  repetition  of  the  medicines  before  pre¬ 
fcribed,  and  on  the  next  day,  the  man  called 
again  to  tell  him  that  the  draining  continued, 
but  was  not  fo  violent ;  how  ever,  as  fhe  be¬ 
came  weaker,  he  defired  he  would  fee  her. 
He  then  found  the  Os  Infernum  as  it  was  the 
precedent  day;  and,  as  he  could  not  dilate  it 
with  his  fingers,  he  advifed  a  continuance  of 
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the  mixture  and  draught.  On  the  third  day, 
the  midwife  fent  him  word  that  the  draining 
continued,  but  that  the  Os  Internum  was  di¬ 
lated  fomewhat  more  than  the  precedent  day; 
which  gave  him  encouragement  to  hope,  that 
he  might  dilate  it  wide  enough,  to  pafs  his 
hand  and  bring  away  the  Foetus.  Upon  his 
touching,  he  found  an  opening  large  enough 
to  admit  the  end  of  three  fingers ;  wherefore 
he  endeavoured  to  dilate  it  with  his  fingers, 
and  ftretchi'ng  them  wide  from  each  other,  he 
got  in  his  thumb,  and  afterwards  his  whole 
hand.  The  firfl  thing  he  met  with  was  part 
of  the  Placenta  feparated  from  the  Uterus ,  and 
paffing  his  hand  by  it,  he  felt  the  child  in- 
clofed  in  the  membranes,  and  floating  in  the 
waters.  He  readily  broke  the  membranes 
with  his  fingers,  and  paffing  his  hand  within 
them,  foon  met  with  a  leg,  which  he  drew 
out,  and  taking  hold  of  it  with  a  foft  cloth, 
he  gently  pulled  towards  him,  at  the  fame 
time  advifing  the  woman  to  affift  by  bearing 
ftrongly  down.  By  this  method  he  preiently 

extracted  the  Foetus  whole  and  entire;  he  was 
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indeed  afraid,  as  it  was  very  tender,  that  the 
limbs  would  have  feparated  from  the  body : 
the  Placenta  readily  followed,  being  before  in 
part,  if  not  wholly,  feparated  from  the  Ute¬ 
rus  :  the  flooding  flopped  immediately  on  the 
delivery. 
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Mr.  Giffard  gives  a  hiftory,  in  cafe  1 57.  of 
a  Foetus  above  fix  months  old,  contained  in  a 
Sacculus  without  the  womb,  and  protruded 
through  the  Anus .  Vide  Extra-uterine  Fee - 
tufes ,  Colled!:.  V. 

Mr.  Chapman ,  in  p.  206.  gives  the  cafe  of 
a  child  that  was  delivered  at  the  about 
lix  or  feven  months  old.  There  is  likewife 

An  account  of  an  abortion,  by  Mr.  Monro, 
in  the  Medical  EJJays  of  Edinburgh ,  Vol.  II. 
p.235.  And  of 

Haemorrhages  of  the  womb,  flopped  by  Pulv. 
St  ip .  Helve  tii.  Vol.  IV.  p.  38. 

To  thefe  it  will  not  be  improper  to  add  fome 
examples  from  Hoffman. 

In  Vol.  III.  p.  183.  Obferv .  1.  we  read  of  a 
woman  fifty  years  of  age,  the  mother  of  feve- 
ral  children,  who  mifearried  in  the  third 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  from  a  violent 
'fright  and  cold  to  which  fhe  expofed  herfelf. 
There  followed  immediately  a  violent  flood¬ 
ing;  after  this  fhe  laboured  under  an  uterine 
haemonhage,  which  fometimes  flopped  for  a 
little,  but  immediately  broke  out  again :  her 
belly  fwelled,  and  fhe  had  frequent  palpita¬ 
tions,  which  made  her  fufpedl  her  being  again 
with  child,  till  a  year  had  elapfed.  The  tu¬ 
mor  of  her  belly  was  fometimes  tenfe  and 
hard,  at  other  times  fort,  her  feet  fwelled  in 
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the  evening,  and  fhe  felt  a  weight  in  the  hy- 
pogaftric  region. 

Various  carminative  laxatives  and  glyfters 
were  in  vain  adminiftered ;  but  after  three 
days  ufe  of  the  Caroline  mineral  waters,  the 
haemorrhage  ftopt,  and  by  continuing  to  ufe 
them,  Ihe  evacuated  a  great  quantity  of  vifcid 
matter,  both  by  ftool  and  urine,  and  the 
fwelling  of  her  belly  fubfided.  Wherefore, 
file  entered  the  bath,  and  after  once  bathing 
had  violent  pains  and  fpafms,  juft  like  thofe 
of  a  woman  in  labour,  and  evacuated  from 
the  Uterus  fome  flefh-like  membranous  bodies, 
commonly  called  Mo/as,  after  which  fhe  per- 
feftly  recovered  hef  health. 

In  Vol.  III.  p.  183.  Obf.  2.  we  have  the 
cafe  of  a  young  woman  of  a  lax  habit  of  body, 
who  had  mifearried  four  times  in  the  third 
and  fourth  months  of  her  pregnancy.  Being 
with  child  a  fifth  time,  fhe  was  blooded  in  the 
third  month.  About  her  ordinary  time  of 
aborting,  fhe  found  fpafms,  flatulencies,  and 
compreffion  of  her  loins  and  Abdomen ,  fuch 
as  fhe  was  ufed  to  have  formerly  when  fhe 
mifearried;  which,  however,  were  removed 
by  fome  antifpafmodic  medicines,  by  embro¬ 
cating  her  Abdomen  with  his  Balfamum  Vitcey 
and  by  the  application  of  toafted  bread  to  the 
umbilical  region.  She  had  fome  fpafms  and 
pains  in  the  feventh  month,  but  kept  her  bur¬ 
then 
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then  till  the  ninth  month,  when  die  brought 
forth  a  live  child. 

She  conceived  again,  and  by  being  blooded 
in  the  third  and  feventh  months,  carried  her 
child  to  the  full  time. 

In  Obf.  5.  p.  185.  we  find  that  a  ftrong 
woman,  thirty  years  of  age,  who  had  had 
two  live  children,  but  afterwards  fuffered  fix 
abortions,  two  in  the  feventh,  and  four  in  the 
fifth  months,  being  again  pregnant,  had  an 
uterine  haemorrhage  in  the  third  month,  and 
was  again  threatened  with  abortion  5  but  by 
letting  blood  immediately,  the  haemorrhage 
ceafed ;  by  repeating  it  often,  and  drinking 
nothing  but  pure  water,  taking  fome  of  the 
teftaceous  powders,  and  by  applying  Barbetf  s 
faponaceous  pi  aiders,  with  fome  of  the  Oleum 
Hyofciami ,  to  her  loins,  die  brought  forth  a 
live  child  at  the  full  time. 

Hof  man  imagines  the  former  abortions  to 
have  been  owing  to  the  woman’s  being  ple¬ 
thoric,  and  drinking  ftrong  wine  for  her  or¬ 
dinary  drink,  which  Ibe  was  ufed  to  do. 

In  VoL  II.  Sect.  I.  Ch.  V.  de  Uteri  Hamor - 
rhagia  immoderata ,  he  relates  the  cafe  of  a  wo¬ 
man  of  a  healthy  and  plethoric  habit  of  body, 
twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and  three  months 
gone  with  child,  who  was  taken  with  a  dll- 
charge  of  blood  from  the  Vagina ,  which  con¬ 
tinued  in  a  fmall  degree  for  fourteen  days. 

N  4  But 
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But  from  ufing  too  violent  exercife,  fhe  was 
taken  with  a  profufe  flooding,  which  threw 
her  into  faintings :  after  trying  both  internal 
and  external  remedies  to  no  purpofe,  he  being 
called  in  to  relieve  the  patient  in  this  extre¬ 
mity  of  danger,  immediately  fluffed  the  Va¬ 
gina  with  tow,  dipt  in  a  folution  of  the  Ca¬ 
put  mortuum  of  vitriol,  by  which  the  difcharge  * 
was  in  a  very  little  time  flopped ;  and  by  cor¬ 
roborating  diet  and  medicines,  her  ftrength 

was  recruited.  The  lint  three  days  after  was 

* 

extracted  with  great  difficulty,  from  its  being 
matted  and  concreted  with  the  grumous  part 
of  the  blood,  on  which  followed  alfo  a  fmall 
flefh-like  fubftance,  with  a  little  uncoagulated 
blood.  By  taking  proper  medicines,  with  a 
nourifhing  diet,  the  patient  recovered,  after 
which  (he  was  again  pregnant,  and  fafely  de¬ 
livered.  He,  in  that  part  of  his  works,  where 
he  treats,  De  Convulfione  Uteris  five  Abortu> 
gives  ten  different  cafes  of  abortions ;  and  al¬ 
though  his  method  of  prefcribing  is  different 
from  the  pra&ice  here,  yet  his  intentions  of 
cure  are  the  fame.  He  orders  venaefedtion, 
when  neceffary,  together  with  aftringents, 
opiates,  corroborating  and  laxative  medicines, 
according  as  the  exigence  of  the  cafe  requires. 

T  find  in  practice,  that  the  flooding  com¬ 
monly  diminifhes,  and  frequently  flops,  when 
the  membranes  break,  and  the  waters  come 

off ; 
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off:  though  in  fome,  the  flooding  has  con¬ 
tinued,  and  in  others,  has  been  immediately 
carried  off  by  delivering  the  Placenta .  This 
difference  thews,  that  thofe  who  run  into  ex¬ 
tremes,  either  in  hurrying  off  the  Placenta  in 
all  cafes,  or  in  leaving  its  expulfion  always  to 
nature,  err;  for  a  practitioner  ought  to  vary 
his  method  in  thefe  cafes,  as  well  as  in  others, 
according  as  it  fhall  appear  moft  proper,  as 
in  the  foregoing  cafes  of  abortion  from  Mau¬ 
ri  ceau. 

NUMB,  III.  CASE  III. 

Of  Marks  and  Mutilations. 

When  I  defired  the  woman  mentioned  in 
No.  II.  Cafe  7.  to  put  out  her  tongue,  that  I 
might  examine  it,  in  confequence  of  her  com¬ 
plaining  that  it  was  dry  and  parched,  I  ob- 
ferved  fomething  on  the  tip  of  it  like  a  plumb, 
of  a  green  colour,  hard  and  painful.  She 
told  me  that  when  plumbs  begin  to  ripen,  it 
growls  larger,  fofter  and  lefs  painful,  acquires 
a  blue,  reddifh  or  purple  colour,  and  fhe 
feels  an  hard  grifly  fubftance  like  the  ftone  in 
the  middle:  in  wdnter  it  fhrivels  and  decrea- 
fes,  and  next  feafon  refumes  the  fame  appear¬ 
ance.  It  feems  when  her  mother  was  with 
child  of  her,  fhe  longed  for  fome  plumbs, 
which  fhe  cheapened,  but  would  not  buy, 
becaufe  fhe  thought  them  too  dear;  however, 

fhe 
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Hie  bad  touched  the  tip  of  her  tongue  with 
one  of  them,  which  (he  afterwards  threw 
down,  and  by  this  tranfient  touch  the  child 
was  affected  in  the  fame  place. 

CASE  II. 

I  delivered  a  woman  in  the  eighth  month 
of  a  child,  from  the  outfide  of  whole  little 
finger  of  the  right  hand,  hung  an  excrefcence 
about  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg,  refembling  one  of 
the  final!  potatoes,  that  are  ufed  for  feed, 
both  in  the  colour,  and  little  indentations  on 
its  furface;  and  fome  of  the  women  affirmed 
the  mother  had  longed  for  that  food,  before 
delivery :  the  tumor  dropped  off  in  a  few 
days,  in  confequence  of  a  ligature  tied  round 
its  neck:  but  the  child  had  likewife  a  fuper- 
fluous  little  finger  on  the  other  hand,  and  a 
fupernumerary  little  toe  on  each  foot. 

Notwithffanding  thefie  examples,  I  have 
delivered  many  women  of  children  who  re¬ 
tained  no  marks,  although  the  mothers  had 
been  frightened  and  furprifed  by  difagreeable 
obje<51s,  and  were  extremely  apprehenfive  of 
fuch  confequences.  One  woman  in  particu¬ 
lar,  when  three  months  gone  with  child,  was 
furprifed  upon  opening  the  door,  by  a  beg¬ 
gars  thruftinga  bare  flump  in  her  face,  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  alarmed  her  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  file  made  herfelf  and  all  about  her 

unhappy. 
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unhappy,  being  fully  perfuaded  that  her  child 
would  be  born  with  the  fame  mutilation  ;  and 
indeed  file  could  fcarce  be  convinced  of  the 
contrary,  when  die  felt  the  child’s  arms,  after 
it  was  delivered. 

Shenckius ,  in  Lib.  IV.  De  Gravidis ,  from  p. 
621.  to  625.  relates  feveral  obfervations  on 
the  ftrange  effects  produced  from  the  imagi¬ 
nations  of  pregnant  women,  occafioned  by 
different  accidents  that  happen  to  them  in  that 
ftate. 

In  the  Phil.  Pranf  No.  493.  p.  205.  is 
part  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ben.  Coke ,  F.  R.  S. 
concerning  a  child  born  with  the  jaundice  up¬ 
on  it,  received  from  its  father;  and  of  the 
mother’s  catching  the  fame  diftemper  from 
her  hufband  the  next  time  of  being  with  child. 

Vide  Ephcmerides  Ann.  O&av.  Obferv.  46.  and  55. 
Anni  9.  and  10.  Obferv.  23.  Decuria:  fecund is  Epheme - 
ridarum ,  Ann.  prim.  Obferv.  40. 

Mauriceau ,  in  p.  288.  and  Obfe?~v.  348. 
relates  his  having  delivered  a  woman  of  a 
child,  whofe  head  was  of  a  monilrous  figure, 
being  all  made  up  of  face,  as  it  were,  with 
great  goggling  eyes.^  It  had  towards  the  Occi¬ 
put  a  fiefhy  mafs,  almoft  like  the  Placenta , 
.which  feemed  to  come  out  of  the  Cerebellum 
and  nape  of  the  neck.  The  mother  had  felt 
this  child  move  in  her  womb,  with  more 
force  than  her  other  children ;  but  it  was 

dead 
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dead  born,  it  having  remained  long  in  the 
pafiage,  and  afterwards  been  turned.  The 
mother  imputed  its  monftrous  fhape  to  her 
having  fixed  her  eyes  ftedfafily  on  the  figure 
of  an  ape. 

Vide  Phil  Tran/.  No.  456.  p.  341.  and  No.  461.  p.  764. 

I  have  delivered  many  women  who  were 
prepofieffed  with  things  of  this  kind,  before 
delivery,  which  I  have  never  yet  found  to 
happen  as  they  imagined. 

I  delivered  a  child  lately  who  wanted  all 
the  fingers  of  one  hand,  a  circumftance  which 
was  concealed  from  the  mother  for  feveral 
days:  and  on  aiking  her  before  file  knew  of 
it,  file  acknowledged  that  nothing  extraordi¬ 
nary  had  happened  to  her  during  her  preg¬ 
nancy. 
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COLLECTION  XIII. 

Of  the  fituation  of  the  child  during  pregnan¬ 
cy,  the  figns  of  conception  and  premature 
labour. 

N  U  M  B.  I. 

Of  the  fituation  of  the  child  in  Utero. 

Vide  Vol.  I.  L.  3.  Ch.  I.  and  II. 

During  a  fuccefiion  of  many  years,  I  have 
been  called  to  women  who  miicarried  in  the 
fourth  or  fifth  month,  and  generally  found  the 
head  prefenting.  In  the  years  1727,  and 
1748,  I  was  concerned  in  two  cafes  where  the 
arms  came  down,  and  were  forced  along  dou¬ 
ble.  In  1746,  I  delivered  a  woman  in  the 
fixth  or  feventh  month,  with  the  waters  and 
Secundines  unbroke,  and  there  the  head  pre- 
fented.  In  the  year  i752,  I  found  the  Pla¬ 
centa  prefenting,  and  being  forced  down  in 
the  Vagina,  the  head  pullied  it  out  after  the 
membranes  were  broke.  In  the  year  1747,  a 
woman  in  the  fixth  month  was  brought  to  bed 
of  twins,  and  both  children  prefented  with 
the  breech,  and  were  fo  delivered  one  after 
another  by  the  labour-pains. 

In  the  year  1 751,  Dr.  Hunter  opened  a 
woman,  who  died  near  her  full  time,  and 
found  the  head  prefenting:  the  very  next 
year  he  had  occalion  to  diliecf  another  fubjeft 

of 
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of  the  fame  kind,  and  found  the  child  nearly 
in  the  fame  fituation.  In  both  cafes,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Ouid's  allegation,  one  ear  was  to 
the  Pubis ,  and  the  other  to  the  Sacrum . 

From  thefe  fubjects,  fome  very  accurate, 
ufeful,  and  curious  plates,  will  be  publi filed. 

Dr.  Camper ,  profeflor  at  Franiker  in  Frief- 
land ,  opened  a  woman  in  whom  the  child  was 
fituated  in  the  fame  manner ;  and  I  myfelf 
find  the  head  prefenting  fo,  in  almoft  all  na¬ 
tural  labours. 

Dr.  Monro  (hewed  me,  Dec.  1753,  fome 
drawings  of  a  fubjecf,  which  his  father  had 
the  preceding  winter  differed  in  the  public 
theatre;  tables  of  which  are  juft  publiftied  in 
the  Phil.  Franf.  of  Edinburgh.  This  was  a 
woman  faid  to  be  fix  months  gone  with  child, 
in  whofe  Uterus  the  Foetus  lay  in  a  longifh 
form,  with  the  legs  and  breech  to  the  Fundus , 
the  head  refting  on  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis , 
and  the  fore-parts  of  the  child  to  the  back^ 
part  of  the  womb,  though  turned  a  little  to¬ 
wards  the  left- fide.  He  obferves,  that  though 
this  Foetus ,  and  thofe  examined  by  Dr.  Hun¬ 
ter,  were  found  with  the  head  downwards ; 
yet  this  does  not  feem  to  be  always  the  cafe.: 
for  three  children  appeared  with  their  heads 
uppermoft,  and  their  faces  towards  the  mo¬ 
ther’s  belly,  in  one  woman  who  died  when 
eight  months  gone,  in  another,  who  believed 

8  '/  '  '  herfelf 
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herfelf  at  the  full  time,  and  in  a  third,  fuppo- 
fed  to  he  in  the  feventh  month,  differed  by 
his  father  and  himfelf. 

Lamotte ,  in  Chap.  XXI.  Book  I.  gives  three 
instances  of  pregnant  women,  whom  he  had 
occafion  to  open. 

In  the  firft,  who  was  fix  months  gone,  and 
died  of  an  apoplexy,  the  head,  hand 'and  feet 
of  the  child  occupied  the  inferior  part  of  the 
IJterus ,  while  the  back  formed  a  kind  of  vault, 
conformable  to  the  fhape  of  the  womb,  and 
the  Placejita  was  between  them. 

In  the  fecond,  who  being  five  months 
gone  fell  into  a  fainting,  of  which  Ihe  did  not 
recover,  the  child  lay  acrofs  the  Uterus  with 
the  legs  bent  up. 

In  the  third,  who  died  in  the  fixth  month, 
of  a  fluxion  upon  her  bread,  attended  with  a 
continual  fever,  the  child's  legs  and  buttocks 
were  towards  the  bottom  of  the  Uterus ,  and 
the  head  downwards,  as  in  natural  labours. 

Vide  Tab.  6,  7,  8,  and  9. 

> 

From  Dr.  Gar  row,  dated  Barnet ,  Feb.  4, 

I754- 

Sir, 

The  few  following  remarks  I  lately  made 
on  opening  the  body  of  a  young  woman  juft 
dead,  of  a  flooding,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
eighth  month. 


1.  The 
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1.  The  Uterus ,  diflended  by  the  waters, 
Placenta  and  Foetus ,  appeared  pretty  much  of 
an  ova!  figure,  prominent  in  the  middle,  and 
gradually  flattening  towards  each  fide. 

2.  Tlie  Fundus  reached  rather  above  the 
middle  fpace  between  the  navel  and  Scrobicu- 
lus  Cordis ,  pr effing  up  the  Omentum  and  7/2- 
te [lines,  fo  as  to  make  it  eafily  appear,  why 
umbilical  ruptures  are  lefs  troublefome  to  wo¬ 
men  in  the  laid  months  of  pregnancy. 

3.  The  thicknefs  of  the  Uterus  was  about 
a  quarter  of  an  inch,  as  near  as  I  could  guefs, 
without  measuring. 

4.  The  child  lay  on  its1  left  fide,  the  head 
prefenting,  confequently  the  face  and  fore¬ 
parts  turned 'towards  the  mother’s  right  fide; 
though  not  diredlly,  but  rather  inclining  to¬ 
wards  the  Os  Pubis . 

5.  The  Placenta  adhered  to  the  Os  internum^ 
nearly  by  its  middle,  or  thickeft  part;  in 
which  part,  I  perceived  a  laceration  upwards 
of  an  inch'  long,  and  penetrating  almoft 
through  the  fubftance  of  the  Placenta . 

6.  There  was  not'the  lead:  appearance  of 
blood  in  the  navel  firing,  except  a  few  drops 
juft  by  the  child’s  belly :  and  I  believe  the 
whole  quantity  in  mother  and  child,  at  that 
time,  was  very  inconfiderable,  but  I  had  no 
opportunity  of  examining  further. 


N  U.MB., 
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NUMB.  II.  C  A  S  E  I. 

Of  the  Signs  of  Conception. 

In  the  year  1747,  I  vifited  a  woman  who 
was  attacked  by  a  fuperpurgation  in  the 
third  month  of  her  fecond  pregnancy,  and 
dreaded  a  mifcarriage,  I  prefcribed  opiates,  by 
which  her  diforder  was  immediately  reftrain- 
ed  ;  but  I  could  not  diftinguifh  the  period  of 
her  geiiation,  by  the  touch  in  the  Vagina , 
becaufe  the  Uterus  moved  eafily  up  and  down* 
She  had  undergone  a  regular  diicharge  of  the 
Catamenia  in  her  former  pregnancy,  and  in 
this  they  had  twice  appeared  ;•  but  her  fick- 
nefs  at  itornach  and  reaching,  which  fhe  had 
before  experienced,  were  the  iymptoms  from 
which  fhe  concluded  herfelf  with  child.  The 
loofenefs  was  foon  flopt,  and  the  felt  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  Foetus  in  about  hx  weeks,  when  the 

other  diforders  abated.  Vide  Tab.  VL 

/ 

CASE  II. 

In  the  fame  year,  I  was  confulted  by  ano¬ 
ther  patient,  who  had  a  regular  difcharge  of 
the  Menfes ,  without  Teachings ;  but  fufpedfed 
herfelf  of  being  pregnant,  by  feeling  a  greater 
fulnefs  about  the  third  month.  This,  fhe 
fuppofed,  might  proceed  from  the  bulk  of 
the  Uterus  which  kept  up  the  inteftines ;  and 
in  five  or  fix  weeks  after,  her  fufpicion  was 
juftified  by  the  motion  of  the  child. 

Vol.  II.  O 


CASE 
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CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1742,  I  was  confulted  by  a 
midwife  about  a  woman  fuppofed  to  be  in 
the  eighth  month  of  her  pregnancy.  I  was 
told  (lie  had  been  feized  with  a  flooding,  and 
in  danger  of  mifcarrying  in  the  fifth  month, 
when  a  gentleman  of  the  profeffion  was  call¬ 
ed,  and  ufed  the  common  methods  of  reftrain- 
ing  the  difcharge.  This  happened  twice  af¬ 
ter,  and  blooding  with  reftringents  were  as 
often  repeated.  The  midwife,  obferving  that 
the  patient  was  not  fo  big  as  file  expedted  to 
find  her  at  that  period,  defired  me  to  examine, 
and  I  propofed  that  the  other  gentleman 
fhould  be  called  to  the  confultaticn  ;  but  was 
given  to  underfland,  that  he  was  difmifled, 
and  would  never  be  employed  again  in  the  fa¬ 
mily.  The  Os  Internum  was  fmooth,  and 
with  my  finger  in  the  Vagina ,  I  could  eafily 
move  the  Uterus  upwards,  and  from  fide  to 
fide,  while  the  lower  part  of  the  Abdomen  was 
perfectly  foft:  from  thefe  obfervations,  I  de¬ 
clared,  that  if  (lie  was  at  all  pregnant,  fhe 
could  not  be  above  three  or  four  months  gone  ; 
and  file  allured  me,  that  if  fine  was  not  in  the 
eighth  month,  fhe  could  not  be  with  child  at 
all.  I  then  concluded,  that  file  had  been  ob- 
ftru died  four  periods,  and  that  the  return  of 
the  Menjes  had  been  miftakenfor  a  flooding; 
and  this  was  certainly  the  cafe ;  for  fhe  conti¬ 
nued 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY,  395 

fined  regular,  without  any  other  fymptom  of 
pregnancy.  The  gentleman,  who  at  firfi:  at¬ 
tended  her,  had  a  few  months  before  this  oc- 
cafion  affirmed,  that  he  could  at  any  time 
difcover,  whether  or  not  a  woman  was  preg¬ 
nant,  and  tell  the  period  of  her  geftafcion  with¬ 
in  eight  days  of  the  exa£t  truth* 

CASE  IV. 

^  -  •  4  i  t 

Some  years  ago,  I  was  folicited  by  the 
midwife  of  Mary  le  Bon  work-houfe,  to  go 
thither,  and  fee  a  girl  about  twelve  years  of 
age,  fuppofed  to  be  eight  months  gone  with 
child,  who  was  fent  by  the  overfeers  of  the 
parifh,  to  lie-in  at  the  houfe.  She  told  me 
that  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  profeflion,  as 
well  as  midwives,  had  examined  her;  that 
one  of  them  had  offered  to  deliver  her  gratis , 
and  fome  others  had  made  great  intereft  to  be 
prefent  at  the  occafion.  I  accompanied  the 
midwife,  and  firft  of  all  examined  the  exter¬ 
nal  parts,  when  finding  the  paiTage  fo  fmall, 
that  I  could  not  introduce  the  tip  of  my  little 
finger,  I  made  no  hefitation  in  declaring,  that 
file  had  never  converfed  with  man.  I  found 
a  large  fwelling  betwixt  the  Scroti  cuius  Cordis 
and  the  navel,  which  appeared  to  be  the  liver 
very  much  enlarged.  The  Uterus  it  could  not 
be;  for  I  pufhed  my  fingers  quite  below  it, 
and  prefled  in  the  parietes  of  the  Abdomen ,  al- 

O  2  moft 
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mod  to  the  Vertebra  of  the  loins.  The  girl 
had  been  advertiled,  and  the  matron  had  got 
money  from  numbers  who  went  to  fee  her; 
and  notwithstanding  my  declaration,  the  farce 
was  carried  on,  until  people  began  to  fufpect 
the  deceit,  when  the  was  fent  to  one  of  thq 
holpitals,  for  the  cure  of  her  hepatic  diforder. 

CASE  V. 

I  was  called  by  a  lady,  to  prefcribe  medi¬ 
cines  for  a  favourite  maid,  who  was  obitrubt- 
ed ;  and  from  whofe  florid  countenance,  I 
immediately  fufpebted  there  was  fomething 
extraordinary  in  the  cafe:  for  women  trou¬ 
bled  with  Ample  obftrubiions  of  the  Catamenia , 
are  commonly  in  the  fixth  month  of  the  ob- 
flruclion,  of  a  pale,  bloated  complexion. 
With  great  difficulty  fhe  was  prevailed  upon 
to  let  me  examine  the  ftate  of  the  Uterus  by 
the  touch,  when  I  plainly  felt  the  flretching 
of  the  womb  in  the  Vagina ,  as  well  as  the 
ci ream fcribed  tumor  a  little  below  the  Umbi¬ 
licus.  By  which  circumftances,  I  was  certi¬ 
fied  of  her  being  Ax  months  gone  with  child. 

In  many  cafes,  however,  when  the  woman 
is  fat,  it  is  impoAible  to  judge  from  this 
firetching,  till  about  the  leventh  or  eighth 
month. 

Lamottet  in  Chap.  XI.  Book  I.  gives  feve- 
ral  cafes  on  the  infallible  Agns  of  pregnancy, 

in 
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in  the  laft  four  or  five  months  of  uterine 
geftation. 

Schenckius ,  in  Lib.  IV.  de  Conception e,  p. 
617,  compiles  from  different  authors,  feveral 
obfervations  of  young  girls,  who  have  con¬ 
ceived  and  bore  children  at  the  age  of  eight 
and  nine;  as  well  as  of  women  pregnant  af¬ 
ter  the  age  of  threefcore. 

Hi  Id  anus,  Cent.  2.  Obferv.  60,  mentions  a 
girl  of  eleven  who  had  the  Menfes ;  and  in 
Obf.  61,  affirms,  that  this  difcharge  continued 
in  a  woman  to  the  age  of  feventy-eight. 

I11  the  Memoirs  of  the  academy  of  Sciences 
at  Paris ,  H,  1710,  p.  16,  we  find  an  account 
of  a  woman  aged  eighty- three,  who  married 
a  man  of  ninety-four,  and  was  brought  to 
bed  of  a  boy  at  the  full  time. 

NUMB.  HL  CASE  I. 

Of  premature  Labour. 

In  the  year  1728,  a  woman  imagining  fhe 
had  gone  her  full  time  of  a  firft  child,  lent 
for  the  midwi-e,  who  had  attended  her  three 
days,  when  the  hufband  came  and  deflred  me 
to  order  fome  medicines  to  quicken  the  pains, 
or  if  I  thought  it  more  neceffary,  to  go  and 
fee  his  wife.  When  I  went  to  his  houfe,  I 
found  the  midwife  at  work  in  ftretching  the 
parts,  and,  to  ufe  her  own  phrafe,  in  making 
room  for  the  child  to  pais.  I  fat  down*  to 
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wait  for  a  pain  during  which  I  might  exa¬ 
mine,  but  nothing  of  that  kind  happening, 
I  introduced  my  finger  into  the  Vagina ,  and 
felt  the  Uterus  quite  light,  without  the  lead: 
diftenfion,  nor  was  any  ftretching  perceiv¬ 
able  in  the  Abdomen.  Vide  Tab.  V.  I  then 
declared,  fhe  was  either  not  at  all  preg¬ 
nant,  or  very  young  with  child,  to  the  afto- 
nifhment  of  all  the  women,  who  could  fcarce 
believe  that  the  midwife,  who  was  not  a  young 
beginner,  could  be  fo  far  miftaken.  For 
their  fatisfaciion,  I  defined  they  would  fend 
for  another  midwife,  who  confirmed  my  de¬ 
claration,  The  woman  had  never  been  regu¬ 
lar  in  her  Menfes ,  of  which  but  a  little  ap¬ 
peared  at  a  time,  and  that  feldom,  and  this 
fimall  evacuation,  in  all  probability,  proceed¬ 
ed  from  her  having  been  weakened  by  large 
difeharges  from  ficrophulous  ulcers.  How¬ 
ever,  in  eight  months  after  this  period,  fhe 
was  delivered  of  a  full  grown  child  ;  and  in 

all  likelihood,  the  uneafinefs  of  which  fhe 
<  • 

complained,  when  I  was  called,  w'as  no  other 
than  breeding  complaints. 

(  CASE!  I. 

In  the  year  1744,  a  young  praclitioner  in 
midwifery,  having  attended  a  patient  all 
night,  fent  for  me  in  the  morning,  and  told 
me  that  the  Os  Uteri  was  a  little  opened,  that 

V  the 
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the  membranes  were  broke,  and  the  head  pre- 
fented  ;  that  the  woman  had  flight  pains,  and 
he  had  tried  to  ftretch  the  p3jts  to  no  pur- 
pole.  Upon  examination,  I  found  the  Os 
IJteri  open  to  the  breadth  of  half  a  crown, 
but  thick  and  rigid  ;  and  after  having  wait¬ 
ed  fome  time,  obferved,  that  the  pains  were 
flight  and  feldom  recurred.  This  was  her 
firft  child,  and  according  to  her  account,  flie 
wanted  three  weeks  of  being  at  the  full  time. 

I  told  the  gentleman,  that  in  my  opinion, 
this  was  not  real  labour  5  and  that  the  pains 
had  been  brought  on  by  a  loofenefs,  with 
which  file  was  attacked  the 'preceding  day. 
In  confequence  of  my  advice  (he  was  blood¬ 
ed  (her  pulfe  being  quick)  and  took  an  opiate, 
which  carried  off  the  pains :  though  in  three 
weeks  the  real  labour  came  on. 

CASE  HI. 

In  the  year  1749,  I  attended  a  woman 
come  to  the  full  time  of  her  firft  child  5  (he 
had  for  three  days  been  fubjecf  to  flight  pains, 
which  recurred  every  now  and  then  :  the  Os 
Uteri  was  a  little  opened,  but  thick,  and  as 
the  head  prefented,  though  the  membranes 
had  broke  too  foon,  I  refolved  to  allow  fome 
time  for  dilating  the  Os  Internum  :  1  therefore 
prefcnbed  venadection,  a  glyfter  and  opiate, 
in  confequence  of  which,  ihe  enjoyed  a  good 

O  4  night. 
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night.  But  after  I  was  gone,  it  was  imagin¬ 
ed,  I  wanted  to  protradl  the  cafe,  and  a  call 
was  given  to  a  midwife,  who  affirmed,  that 
had.  fhe  been  fent  for  at  firft,  the  patient 
would  have  been  delivered  before  this  period. 
The  flight  pains,  therefore,  no  foorier  return¬ 
ed,  after  the  effe£t  of  the  opiate  ceafed,  than 
fhe  began  to  flretch  the  parts,  and  fatigued 
the  woman  fo  much,  that  they  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  call  me  again  in  the  evening ;  when 
finding  the  pains  inconfiderahle,  and  the  Os 
Uteri ,  though  more  dilated,  ftill  rigid,  I  or¬ 
dered  the  opiate  to  be  repeated  ;  and  next  day 
the  pains  growing  ftronger,  fhe  was  fafely 
delivered. 

'  CASE  IV.v  ‘ 

In  the  year  1753,  I  was,  about  fix  in  the 
morning,  called  to  a  woman  in  her  firfl:  preg¬ 
nancy.  The  membranes  were  broke,  the  Os 
Uteri  was  confiderably  opened,  but  the  child’s 
head  being  large,  refted  above  the  brim  of 
the  Pelvis ,  (Vide  Tab.  XII.)  while  the  Vagi- 
tia  and  Os  Externum  feemed  very  narrow  and 
rigid.  The  midwife  had  fatigued  the  patient, 
by  putting  her  in  feveral  different  pofitions. 
Her  fkin  being  hot  and  dry,  and  the  pulfe 
full  and  quick,  fhe  was  blooded  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  ten  ounces ;  a  glyfter  was  injedted, 
and  after  its  operation,  fhe  tqok  a  draught 
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with  twenty  drops  of  the  TinB.  Thebaic,  and 
two  drachms  of  the  Syr.  de  Meconio ,  which 
compofed  and  threw  her  into  a  plentiful 
fweat.  I  was  called  again  at  night,  when  I 
found  the  midwife  had  perfifted  in  fatiguing 
her  ;  the  head  was  advanced  to  the  middle  of 
the  Vagina ,  but  the  parts  below  were  ftill 
very  tight.  I  ordered  the  opiate  to  be  repeat¬ 
ed  ;  (he  enjoyed  good  reft,  and  the  parts  be¬ 
ing  gradually  dilfended,  Ihe  was  delivered 
next  morning. 


COL- 
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COLLECTION  XIV, 

Of  Natural  Labours. 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  Os  Internum  opened  by  the  waters 

and  membranes. 

Vide  Tab.  X.  and  XI. 

In  the  year  17 48,  I  was  befpoke  to  attend 
a  woman  in  her  firft  child,  and  received  a 
call  about  the  middle  of  the  ninth  month, 
when  (he  complained  of  pains  in  her  head 
and  back,  and  I  underftood  (lie  was  coftive, 
and  troubled  with  a  Tenefmus ,  which  (lie 
miftook  for  labour-pains.  After  having  felt 
her  pulfe,  which  was  quick,  -fat  by  her  fome 
time,  and  put  the  neceffary  queftions  to  the 
niirfe,  I  directed  the  patient  to  lie  down  on 
the  fide  of  the  bed,  and  a  quilt  being  thrown 
over  her,  placed  my felf  behind,  in  order  to 
examine.  I  found  the  Os  Internum  foft,  but 
not  open  ( Vide  Tab.  IX.),  from  which  cir- 
cumftance,  I  declared  (lie  was  not  in  labour  ; 
then  I  ordered  her  to  be  blooded  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  eight  ounces,  and  a  glyfter  being  in¬ 
jected,  fhe  was  relieved  of  her  complaints. 
In  a  fortnight  after  this  vifit,  I  was  called 
again,  and  found  the  labour  begun  5  the  Os 
Uteri  was  exceeding  thin,  and  open  to  the 
breadth  of  half  a  crown,  the  membranes, 
t  with 
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with  the  waters,  were  pufhed  down  by  every 
pain,  and  the  child’s  head  refled  upon  the 
upper-part  of  the  Os  Pubis .  For  three  or 
four  days,  fhe  had  been  fubjeft  to  flight 
pains,  which  returned  at  long  intervals,  then 
they  became  more  frequent,  recurring  every 
two  hours,  and  by  that  time  I  was  called, 
they  had  grown  flronger  and  came  fafter.  As 
file  was  flill  coffive,  I  prefcribed  an  emolli¬ 
ent  glyfler,  by  which  the  indurated  Faeces 
were  difcharged,  and  then  the  labour  proceed¬ 
ed  in  a  flow  and  kindly  manner,  the  mem¬ 
branes  gradually  opening  the  mouth  of  the 
womb.  I  did  not  confine  her  to  any  particu¬ 
lar  pofition,  but  allowed  her  to  walk  about, 
and  undergo  her  pains,  either  fitting  or  lying 
in  bed.  The  membranes  having  fully  opened 
the  Os  Internum ,  and  being  pulhed  down  in 
a  globular  form  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Va¬ 
gina,  gave  way  during  a  pain,  while  fhe  flood 
leaning  on  the  back  of  a  chair,  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  waters  was  difcharged,  and  the  child’s 
head  funk  down  into  the  Pelvis.  This  was 
her  firft  child ;  fhe  was  of  a  flrong  conflitu- 
tion,  and  the  external  parts  were  very  tight; 
fo  that  I  would  not  put  her  to  bed,  until  the 
head  fhould  have  come  lower  down,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  opened  the  Os  Externum .  But  thefe  parts 
being  pretty  well  diflended,  and  every  thing 
fall  approaching  towards  delivery,  Hie  was 

put 
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put  to  bed,  which  was  prepared  by  the  nurfe, 
and  laid  on  her  left  fide  :  at  every  pain  the 
head  advanced  farther  and  farther,  the  re¬ 
maining  part  of  the  waters  was  gradually 
forced  down,  fo  as  to  lubricate  the  parts  :  I 
then  plainly  felt  the  ear  of  the  child  at  the 
Pubis ,  the  hind  head  at  the  lowrer  part  of  the 
left  Ifchium ,  the  Lambdoidal  Suture  eroding 
the  end  of  the  Sagittal ,  and  the  Fontanelle  on 
the  other  fide,  higher  up  in  the  Pelvis ,  at 
which  part  the  Sagittal  was  likewife  eroded  by 
the  coronal  Suture .  As  the  head  advanced, 
the  Occiput  was  turned  in  below  the  Os  Pubis  -} 
the  foft  parts  or  the  mother,  backwards,  were 
protruded  in  form  of  a  large  tumor,  the  Os 
Externum  was  widened  more  and  more,  the 
Perinceum  lengthened  to  three  fingers  breadth, 
and  the  fundament  to  two :  the  crown  of  the 
child’s  head  turned  gradually  upwards  towards 
the  upper  part  of  the  Labia>  the  forehead  be¬ 
ing  backwards  at  the  lowrer  part  of  the  Sacrum 
and  Coccyx :  advancing  ftill,  the  back  part  of 
the  neck  was  felt  below  the  Pubis  ;  then  the 
Perinceum  being  ftretched  to  four  or  five  fin¬ 
gers  breadth,  very  tenfe  and  thin,  I  applied 
to  it  the  flat  part  of  my  hand,  during  each 
fucceeding  pain,  in  order  to  prevent  its  being 
torn,  and  let  the  head  be  delivered  in  a  flow 
manner,  by  rifing  up  with  an  half-round 
turn  below  the  Os  Pubis .  The  fame  pain 

2  that 
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that  delivered  the  head,  forced  down  the 
fhoulders,  which  I  helped  eafily  along  with 
my  fingers  placed  towards  the  armpits.  I 
kept  the  child,  after  it  was  delivered,  under 
the  cloaths,  until  it  began  to  breathe  and  cry* 
then  I  tied  and  divided  the  Funis ,  put  a  warm 
cloth  round  the  head,  and  wrapping  it  in  a 
receiver,  gave  it  to  one  of  the  afiiftants.  The 
Placenta  was  gradually  forced  down  into  the 
Vagina ,  and  extradted  by  pulling  gently  at  its 
lower  edge,  and  at  the  Funis .  The  child  was 
a  ftrong,  healthy  boy,  and  the  mother  reco¬ 
vered  to  my  wifh. 

I  have  given  a  particular  detail  of  this  cafe, 
in  order  to  make  young  praftitioners  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  common  method  of  acting  in  na¬ 
tural  labours,  thefe  being  the  circumffances 
that  ufuaily  occur  to  an  healthy  woman,  in 
bearing  her  firft  child.  Some  flight  pains  re¬ 
curring  now  and  then  for  fome  days  before 
the  real  labour,  are  of  advantage  in  flovvjy 
and  infenfibly  dilating  the  Os  l/teri ;  fo  that 
when  the  pains  grow  ftronger,  the  delivery  is 
the  fooner  effected.  The  Os  Internum  is  very 
different  in  different  women,  with  regard  to 
the  thicknefs  and  rigidity,  and  in  proportion 
to  thefe,  requires  more  or  lefs  time  for  the 
dilation.  In  forty-nine  cafes  out  of  fifty, 
the  membranes  break  after  the  Os  Internum  is 
fully  opened,  fo  as  that  they  are  protruded 

into 
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into  the  middle  or  lower  part  of  the  Vagina. 
After  thefe  are  broke  the  pains  frequently 
abate,  for  a  fliorter  or  longer  time,  and  then 
growing  ftronger,  the  child’s  head  is  forced 
lower  down,  and  the  forehead  turns  gradu¬ 
ally  from  the  IJchium  into  the  hollow  of  the 
Sacrum .  Time  fhould  now  be  given  for  the 
Vertex  to  open  the  Os  'Externum ,  and  this  is 
moft  fafely  effected  by  flow  gradual  pains ; 
for  there  is  feldom  occafion  to  lubricate  or  ufe 
other  means  for  ftretching  the  parts.  Indeed, 
in  natural  labours,  almoft  our  whole  bufinefs 
confifts  in  encouraging  the  patient,  and  pre¬ 
venting  the  Fourchette  or  Frcenum  Labiorum 
from  being  torn,  when  the  head  is  protruded 
through  the  Os  Externum .  For  although  it  is 
commonly  faid,  that  fuch  woman  was  laid  by 
fuch  a  perfon,  the  delivery  is  generally  per¬ 
formed  by  the  labour-pains ;  and,  if  we  wait 
with  patience,  nature  of  herfelf  will  do  the 
work.  We  ought  not,  therefore,  to  fatigue 
the  patient  by  putting  her  too  foon  in  labour, 
according  to  the  common  phrafe,  but  to  at¬ 
tend  carefully  to  the  operation  of  the  pains, 
and  in  moft  cafes  we  fhall  have  nothing  elfe 
to  do  but  receive  the  child. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1743,  I  delivered  a  woman  in 
the  beginning  of  the  feventh  month,  of  her 

third 
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third  child.  Her  hufband  had  died  fuddenly 
about  twenty  clays  before,  and  upon  that  oc- 
cafion,  file  had  felt  the  child  move  with  great 
violence,  and  this  was  fucceeded  by  a  kind  of 
tremulous  motion,  after  which  fhe  never  felt  it 
ftir.  On  the  nineteenth  day  after  this  accident, 
file  was  taken  with  a  loofenefs,  which  brought 
on  labour-pains;  the  membranes  broke  when 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  fully  opened, 
and  Hie  was  immediately  delivered  of  a  dead 
child,  which  paffed  eafily  along,  though  its 
Abdomen  was  much  fwelled. 

N  U  M  B.  II.  C  A  S  E  I. 

Of  the  Os  E  xternum  opened  by  the 

*  Membranes. 

In  the  year  1742,  I  was  called  to  one  of 
the  poor  women  whom  my  pupils  were  to 
attend,  and  examining  in  time  of  a  pain,  I 
found  the  waters  had  pufhed  the  membranes 
through  the  Os  Externum ,  in  a  large,  round, 
globular  figure.  When  the  pain  abated,  and 
the  membranes  became  lax,  I  could  eafily 
with  my  finger  feel  the  child's  head  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  Vagina .  I  defired  her  to  lie 
down  with  her  breach  to  the  bedfide,  and  be 
covered  with  a  quilt.  The  pains  which  were 
ftrong,  returning  at  fhort  intervals,  forced 
the  membranes  and  waters  with  the  child's 
head  through  the  Os  externum  $  even  the 

fhoulders 
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fhoulders  and  part  of  the  body  were  delivered 
before  the  breaking  of  the  membranes,  which 
then  gave  way,  tearing  all  round  from  the 
edge  of  the  Placenta ,  and  remaining  upon  the 
head  and  body  of  the  child,  which  could  not 
breathe  until  I  had  ftripped  them  off.  The 
woman  had  bore  children  before  this  labour, 
the  Pelvis  was  large,  the  child  come  to  its 
full  time,  and  of  an  ordinary  fize,  but  the 
Placenta  came  off  with  difficulty.  I  under- 
ftood  ihe  had  not  undergone  above  fix  pains 
when  I  arrived,  and  before  the  pupils  could 
have  notice  to  come  (lie  was  delivered.  She 
expreffed  great  joy  when  (lie  knew  the  child 
was  born  with  a  cawl,  which  the  dried  and 
carefully  kept,  in  full  perfuaiion,  that  her 
child  would  never  fuffer  extremity  either  by 
fea  or  land,  while  it  remained  in  her  poffeffion. 

C  A  S  E  II. 

«  /  *  t 

In  the  fame  year,  I  was  railed  to  another 
poor  woman,  whom  I  delivered  by  myfelf. 
The  membranes,  waters  and  head,  were  pro¬ 
truded  through  the  Os  Externum ,  while  the 
patient  flood  leaning  on  the  back  of  a  chair  : 
then  the  membranes  breaking,  were  torn  all 
round  before  the  fhoulders  were  delivered, 
and  remained  flicking  on  the  head  :  the  fame 
pain  brought  forth  the  body  of  the  Placenta , 
and  I  arrived  juft  in  time  to  prevent  the 
child's  falling  on  the  ground. 

CASE 
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CASE  III. 


In  the  year  1746,  I  attended  a  perfon  who 
.fell  in  labour  in  the  latter  end  of  the  eighth 
month  :  fhe  had  formerly  had  quick  labours, 
and  now  the  pains  Were  llrong  and  frequent. 
The  membranes  and  waters  had  opened  the 
Os  Externum,  and  the  head  of  the  child  was 
low*  down,  though  it  did  llot  advance  in  pro- 
portion  to  the  protrufion  of  the  membranes, 
which,  at  laft,  were  forced  down  about  the 
fize  of  a  child’s  head,  without  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num.  While  the  head  was  retarded  in  this 
fituation,  the  weight  of  the  waters  ftretched 
down  the  membranes,  and  formed  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  large  bag,  narrow  at  the  upper  part, 
which  I  pulled  away,  and  threw  into  a  baforU 
In  three  pains  more,  fhe  was  delivered  of  a 
child,  which  had  been  dead  eight  or  ten 
days,Nwith  a  fwelled  Abdomen ,  which  had  re¬ 
tarded  the  birth. 


CASE  IV. 


In  the  year  1748,  I  was  called,  in  a  great 
hurry,  to  a  gentlewoman  in  labour  of  her 
firft  child,  in  the  beginning  of  the  feventh 
month :  but,  before  I  arrived,  the  membranes^ 
with  the  Placenta ,  waters  and  child,  were  de¬ 
livered  all  together,  and  put  in  a  bafon  by  the 
nurfe,  fo  that  I  found  the  membranes  wholes 
and  the  child  fwimming  in  a  great  quantity  of 
Yol.  II.  P  water. 
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water.  Without  remembering  to  fearch  for 
the  Allantois ,  I  opened  them  in  a  hurry,  and 
perceived  that  the  child  had  been  dead  ten  or 
fourteen  days. 

CASE  V. 

In  the  fame  year  my  affiftance  was  demand¬ 
ed  for  another  patient,  come  to  thejfull  time 
in  her  firft  child :  the  labour  was  flow  >  but, 
by  degrees,  the  waters  and  membranes  open¬ 
ed  the  Os  Internum  and  Externum ,  without 
breaking,  and  the  woman  was  delivered  of  a 
dead  child,  whofe  belly  was  fwelled. 

CASE  VI. 

In  the  year  1751,  I  delivered  a  woman  in 
the  eighth  month,  whofe  Os  Externum  was 
opened  by  the  membranes  and  waters,  which 
were  puflied  out  a  great  way :  the  child's 
head  was  likewife  partly  protruded,  but  yield¬ 
ed  a  very  uncommon  feeling  to  the  touch,  as 
if  there  had  been  another  fet  of  membranes 
and  waters,  within  which,  I  thought,  I  felt 
the  loofe  bones  of  the  fkull.  When  I  broke 
the  membranes,  I  felt  the  hairy  fcalp,  and 
difcovered  an  Hydrocephalus  in  the  child, 
which  was  foon  delivered,  and  lived  fome 
days,  though,  from  its  continual  moaning,  it 
feemed  to  be  in  great  agony.  Vide  Collection 
XL1II.  No.  13. 
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Befides  thefe,  I  have  affifted  in  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  cafes,  where  the  membranes  have  open¬ 
ed'  the  Os  Externum,  and  the  head  has  been 
delivered  before  they  broke.  Indeed,  in  all 
natural  labours  I  wait  for  this  operation, 
which  renders  the  paffage  for  the  child  much 
more  eafy :  and  I  never  tell  the  good  women 
whether  or  not  the  membrane  remains  upon 
the  child’s  head,  that  they  may  not  have  an 
opportunity  of  indulging  an  idle  fuperftition. 

Of  the  Os  Internum  opened  by  the  child's 
head  and  membranes.  Alfo  of  the  Os  Ex¬ 
ternum  opened  in  the  fame  manner. 

Vide  Tab.  XIII. 

NUMB.  III.  CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1747,  being  called  to  a  woman 
in  labour  of  her  fecond  child,  I  felt  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  largely  open,' and  the  midwife 
faid  that  the  membranes  were  broke.  This 
declaration  had  alarmed  the  women,  who  en¬ 
tertained  an  idle  notion,  that  if  fhe  was  not? 
immediately  delivered,  fhe  would  lofe  her  op¬ 
portunity  and  indeed  this  apprehenfion  was 
the  caufe  of  my  being  employed.  After  fhe 
had  undergone  two  or  three  pains,  I  found 
that  the  head  gradually  increafed  the  dilatation 
of  the  Os  Internum \  that  the  membranes  were 
not  yet  broke,  and  that  the  midwife  had  cer¬ 
tainly  miftaken  a  fmall  difcharge  of  urine  for 

P  2  the 
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the  waters.  I  then  aflured  the  patient  that 
flie  was  in  no  danger;  and  that,  even  though 
the  membranes  had  been  broke,  the  delivery 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  labour  pains :  in  con- 
fequence  of  which*  the  head  was  foon  forced 
down  into  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  the 
Os  Uteri  being  fully  dilated,  I  felt  the  mem¬ 
branes  very  fmooth.  Another  pain  forced 
the  head  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pel¬ 
vis,  when  the  membranes  fplitting  upon  the 
head,  I  could  plainly  diftinguifh  the  hair  of 
the  fcalp;  and  the  patient  was,  in  a  little 
time,  fafely  delivered  by  the  midwife.  I 
could  feel  no  waters  during  labour,  -and  there 
was  only  a  fmall  quantity  difcharged,  when’ 
the  body  was  delivered. 

Both  before  and  fince  this  occafion,  I  have 
been  concerned  in  many  cafes  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture,  which  generally  prove  eafy  and  fuccefs- 
ful,  and  happen  when  the  child  is  furrounded 
by  a  fmall  quantity  of  water.  I  have  been 
fometimes  puzzled  to  know,  whether  or  not 
the  membranes  were  broke,  until  the  head 
came  fo  low  down,  that  I  could  eafily  intro¬ 
duce  the  fore  and  middle  fingers,  and  feel  the 
hair  of  the  fca!p.  However,  this  uncertainty 
is  of  no  confequence  in  fuch  eafy  labours:  at 
other  times,  I  could  feel  no  waters,  until  the 
head  defcended  low  down,  and  then  1  have 

perceived 
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perceived  them  protruding  the  membranes  at 

the  back  part  of  the  Pelvis . 

Vide  Tab.  XIV.  and  XV. 

CASE  II, 

* 

In  the  year  1745,  I  attended  at  a  labour  in 
which  the  child’s  head  came  down  in  the 
fame  manner  as  that  deferibed  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  cafe :  the  child  was  fmall  and  came  eafily 
along;  but  I  could  feel  no  waters,  nor  did 
the  membranes  give  way  until  the  head  was 
delivered.  In  other  cafes  where  there  was  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  water,  the  membranes  generally 
broke  fooner. 

NUMB.  IV.  C  A  S  E  I. 

Of  a  fmall  child  or  large  Pelvis . 

In  the  year  1749,  I  was  called  to  a  gentle¬ 
woman  who  had  befpoke  my  attendance,  in 
confequence  of  her  having  been  formerly  fub- 
je£t  to  lingering  labours,  from  the  large 
fize  of  the  child,  and  the  fmallnefs  of  the 
Pelvis ;  but,  before  I  could  reach  the  place, 
(he  was  delivered ;  and  this  uncommon  faci¬ 
lity  proceeded  from  the  very  fmall  fize  of  the 
child,  which  was  born  four  or  five  weeks  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  her  reckoning. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1751,  my  attendance  was  be¬ 
fpoke  for  a  woman  in  her  firft  labour,  by  her 
friends,  who  were  afraid  it  would  be  difficult, 

P  3  «  becaufe 
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becaufe  (lie  was  pretty  much  diAorted,  had 
been  (ickly  during  pregnancy,  and  took  but 

very  little  nourifhment.  For  two  or  three 

*  1  \ 

days,  (lie  had  been  fubjedt  to  flight  pains, 
but  when  they  became  Aronger,  1  was  fud- 
clenly  called,  and  when  I  reached  her  houfe, 
found  the  child  coming  into  the  world.  It 
was  very  Anal!,  the  Pelvis  of  a  middling  fize, 
and  the  Os  Uteri  was  pufhed  dovv/n  without 
the  Os  'Externum.  The  iuddennefs  of  the  de¬ 
livery  occafioned  an  inflammation  of  the 
mouth  oi;  the  womb,  which  abated  in  confe- 
quence  of  her  drinking  plentifully  of  diluting 
Jiquors :  yet,  after  the  ninth  day,  fhe  com¬ 
plained  of  great  pain  in  that  part  when  fhe 
fat  up,  but  was  tolerably  eafy  while  fhe  lay 
in  the  bed.  For  this  reafon,  I  prefcribed  4 
longer  term  of  confinement  than  is  ufual,  and 
diredled  a  fpunge  dipt  in  w7arm  claret  to  be 
put  up  in  the  Vagina ,  and  this  application  to 
be  repeated  feveral  times  in  a  day.  By  thefe 
means  the  complaint  vanflhed  about  the  end 
of  the  month. 

CASE  IJL 

About  fix  or  feven  years  ago,  I  was  called 
to  a  patient  on  the  thirteenth  day  after  deli¬ 
very,  who  laboured  under  the  fame  complaint 
which  I  have  defcribed  in  the  preceding  cafe, 
and  which  was  likewife  the  confequence  of 

fudden 
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fudden  delivery.  The  Pelvis  was  large,  and 
the  Os  Uteri  being  fwelled  and  painful  to  the 
touch,  I  ordered  her  to  be  confined  to  her  bed. 
The  family-phyfician  being  confulted,  it  was 
agreed  that  fhe  fhould  drink  plentifully  of 
w£ak  cawdle,  chicken-broth,  and  for  a 
change,  barley-water,  in  order  to  promote  a 
diaphorefis;  and  that  equal  parts  of  the  emol¬ 
lient  decoftion  and  French  claret  fhould  be 
applied  in  the  Vagina ,  with  a  fine  linen  rag. 
For  many  days  the  pain  always  returned  when 
file  rofe  from  bed,  till  one  night  being  told 
the  child  was  very  ill,  fhe  ran  up  to  the  nurle- 
ry  in  a  hurry,  and  this  motion  entirely  carried 
off  the  complaint. 

I  have  been  concerned  in  many  cafes,  where 
the  women  fuffered,  though  not  to  fuch  a 
degree,  when  the  labour  was  precipitate,  the 
child  fmall,  or  the  Pelvis  large. 

Many  women  have  befpoke  my  attendance, 
and  notwithftanding  all  my  expedition  have 
been  delivered  before  I  could  reach  the  place. 
One  woman  in  particular  bore  five  children  fo 
luddenly,  that  although  I  lived  in  her  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  happened  always  to  be  at 
home,  I  never  could  arrive  time  enough  to 
afllft  her,  except  in  her  firft  child. 
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COLLECTION  XV. 

V  ‘  -c"  *  *  >  \ 

Of  lingering  or  tedious  Labours. 


NUMB.  I. 


CASE  I. 


From  the  rigidity  of  the  membranes  when 
pufhed  down  with  the  waters. 

In  the  year  1743,  about  feven  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  I  was  called  to  a  patient  wbofe  pains 
were  pretty  ftrong.  The  mouth  of  the  womb 
was  largely  open,  the  head  prefented  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  Pelvis^  and,  as  ufual,  reft- 
ed  againft  the  fuperior  part  of  the  Os  Pubis  y 
and  during  every  pain,  a  fmall  quantity  of 
the  waters  pulhed  down  the  membranes  at 
the  back  part  of  the  Pelvis .  I  waited  to  fee 
if  the  child’s  head  would  advance,  apd  though 
the  Os  Internum  was  fully  open>  would  not 
venture  to  break  the  membranes ;  becaufe  when 

V  .  •  '  - 

I  attended  her  at  the  birth  of  her  firft  child, 
in  the  preceding  year,  the  labour  was  linger¬ 
ing  and  tedious  from  the  large  fize  of  the 
head,  even  though  it  had  advanced  farther, 
and  the  membranes  were  broke.  I  was  there- 
fore  loth  to  break  them,  until  the  head  fhould 
come  lower  down ;  and  fine  continued  with¬ 
out  any  fleep  or  reft,  fubject  to  pretty  fevere 
pains  at  the  interval  of  five  or  fix  minutes,  till 
about  feven  in  the  morning,  when,  in  fpite 
of  all  my  care  to  prevent  her  being  fatigued, 

‘  *  ana 
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and  the  encouragement  of  the  family-phyfi- 
cian  who  was  prefent,  her  fpirits  began  to 
flag,  (he  exclaimed  (he  (hould  die  before  de¬ 
livery,  and  the  friends  feemed  to  be  anxious 
and  uneafy  about  her  fituation.  During  all 
this  time,  the  head  had  not  advanced  in  the 
lead*,  nor  were  the  membranes  with  the  wa¬ 
ters  farther  pufhed  down.  I  introduced  my 
finger  into  the  Vagina ,  and  after  two  or  three 
unfuccefsful  attempts,  burft  them  during  a 
ftrong  pain,  by  which  means  a  large  quantity 
of  waters  was  difcharged,  and  the  head  forced  • 
down  to  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis.  This  be¬ 
ing  effected,  (lie  was  foon  delivered  of  a  fine 
child,  though  fmaller  than  the  former. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  174  c,  about  three  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  I  was  called  by  a  midwife  to  a  woman 
in  labour  of  her  firft  child.  1  underftood 
that  the  pains  had  been  ftrong  and  frequent, 
and  that  the  friends  being  uneafy,  recourfe 
was  had  to  my  advice  and  afliftance.  I  ex¬ 
amined  during  a  pain,  and  found  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  open  to  about  the  breadth  of  a 
crown -piece,  though  the  Os  Uteri  was  pretty 
thick  and  rigid.  She  had  been  fatigued  by 
walking,  and  undergoing  her  pains  (landing, 
and  in  various  other  pofitions,  had  enjoyed 
littlq  or  no  reft  for  two  nights,  and  was  very 

coftive. 
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coftive.  I  prefcribed  an  emollient  and  laxa¬ 
tive  glyfter,  after  the  operation  of  which,  I 
again  examined  during  a  pain,  found  the  Os 
Internum  much  in  the  fame  condition,  the 
membranes  being  ftrongly  pufhed  down  with 
the  waters.  When,  upon  the  pains  abating, 
the  membranes  became  lax,  I  felt  the  child’s 
head,  which  being  touched  by  the  finger, 
fwam  up  and  returned :  a  circumftance  that 
plainly  proved  there  was  a  great  quantity  of 
waters.  I  allured  the  patient  and  her  friends, 
that  the  child  prefented  fair,  and  that  there 
was  no  apparent  danger ;  then  I  advifed  the 
midwife  to  put  her  to  bed,  without  expofing 
her  to  any  further  fatigue,  or  defiring  her  to 
force  down,  except  when  compelled  by  the 
pains  $  and  in  cafe  file  fhould  not  otherwife 
enjoy  fome  reft,  I  prefcribed  the  following 
draught, 

R  Aq.  Alexit.  Simp.  gxiv.  Tin  51.  Thebaic  gtt  xv. 

Syr.  e  Me c onto  gij.  m . 

And  diredted  her  to  drink  frequently  of  weak, 
warm  cawdle,  to  promote  a  diaphorefis. 
Next  evening  I  received  another  call,  when 
the  midwife  gave  me  to  underftand  that  fhe 
had  taken  the  draught,  in  confequence  of 
which  fhe  had  enjoyed  refrefhing  reft  and  a 
plentiful  fweat,  altho’  fhe  had  been  frequently 
waked  by  the  pains  5  and  fhe  told  me  that  the 
membranes  were  not  yet  broke,  although  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  had  been  fully  opened 

2  for 
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for  four  hours.  When  I  examined,  I  found 
the  membranes  pufihed  down  with  a  large 
quantity  of  waters,  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
Vagina ,  and  when  the  pain  abated,  felt  the 
head  pretty  low.  It  ftill  moved  eafily  up  and 
down,  whence  I  concluded  that  either  it  was 
fmall,  or  the  Pelvis  not  narrow:  yet  as  this 
was  her  firft  labour,  I  waited  two  hours,  in 
hope  that  the  membranes  would  advance  far¬ 
ther,  and  ppen  the  Os  Externum ;  but  they 
remaining  in  the  fame  fituation,  I  imagined 
their  rigidity  retarded  the  delivery,  and  break¬ 
ing  them  in  this  perfuafion*  the  child  was 
foon  delivered. 

CASE  III.  - 

In  the  year  1745,  I  was,  early  in  the 
morning,  called  by  a  midwife  to  a  woman 
who  had  been  four  and  twenty  hours  in  la¬ 
bour  of  her  firft  child.  I  found  the  mouth  of 
the  womb  largely  open,  the  waters  pufhing 
down  the  membranes  in  a  large  globular 
figure,  and  as  the  violence  of  the  pain  abated, 
I  felt  the  head  of  the  child  refting  at  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  Os  Pubis .  The  midwife  told 
me  the  patient  had  been  in  that  condition 
feveral  hours,  but  that  (he  was  afraid  of  break¬ 
ing  the  membranes  too  foon,  becaufe  file  fuf- 
pedled  that  the  woman  was  a  little  diftorted 
and  the  Pelvis  narrow :  however,  the  friends 

being 
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being  concerned  at  her  being  fo  long  in  labour, 
and  a  diicharge  of  blood  fupervening,  (he 
had  thought  it  neceflary  to  afk  advice.  After 
having  twice  again  examined  during  pains, 
and  maturely  contidering  the  cafe,  I  concluded 
that  delivery  was  retarded  by  the  rigidity  of 
the  membranes  which  feemed  to  be  thicker 
than  ufual  *  tor,  as  the  child’s  head  fwam 
up  from  the  touch  and  returned,  it  was  plain 
that  it  could  not  be  engaged,  and  that  there 
was  a  great  quantity  of  waters.  Though  fhe 
had  nGt,  to  all  appearance,  loft  above  twelve 
ounces  of  blood,  yet  as  the  difcharge  feemed 
to  increafe,  I  broke  the  membranes  during 
the  next  pain,  a  large  quantity  or  waters  was 
diicharged,  and  the  child’s  head  was  forced 
more  backwards,  towards  the  upper  part  of 
the  Pelvis  I  like  wife  felt  the  Os  Internum 
loofe  and  foft ;  and  as  it  was  no  longer  kept 
on  the  ft  retch  by  the  membranes  and  waters, 
ft re  became  perfectly  eafy,  had  no  pains  for  a 
long  time,  and  the  flooding  entirely  ceafed. 
Before  the  membranes  were  broke,  fhe  had 
felt  a  ftiong  propenfity  to  deep,  which  the 
pains  prevented ;  but  now  I  ordered  her  to 
be  undreffed,  put  naked  in  her  bed,  and  kept 
quiet,  that,  if  poffibie,  fhe  might  enjoy  fome 
natural  repofe.  She  accordingly  refted  and 
was  refre  fired.  As  for  the  blood  fhe  had  loft, 
fhe  was  rather  benefited  than  injured  by  the 

'  difcharge. 
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difcharge,  for  file  had  for  fome  weeks  com¬ 
plained  of  drowfinefs,  fulnefs  in  her  eyes, 
with  pains  and  giddinefs  in  the  head,  which 
were  now  removed,  infomuch  that  (he  de¬ 
clared  herfelf  much  more  light  and  eafy.  I 
defired  the  midwife  to  indulge  her  in  her  re- 
pofe,  and  when  the  pains  fliould  return,  to 
let  the  labour  proceed  in  a  flow  and  eafy  man¬ 
ner,  allowing  time  for  the  head  to  ftretch  the 
Vagina  and  external  parts  $  and  I  told  her, 
that  the  patient  being  ftrong  and  healthy,  no¬ 
thing  elfe  was  neceflary,  but  that  fhe  Ihould  fre¬ 
quently  drink  weak  cawdle,  broth  or  barley- 
water,  to  encourage  and  fupport  a  plentiful  per- 
fpiration.  I  was  afterwards  informed,  that  (lie 
flept  feveral  hours,  and  upon  the  return  of 
the  pains  was  fafely  delivered  by  the  midwife. 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1750,  I  attended  a  gentle¬ 
woman,  though  not  in  labour  of  her  firft 
child,  who  fuffered  all  the  complaints  defer!  - 
bed  in  the  preceding  cafe,  except  the  flooding. 
By  my  advice,  fhe  loft  eight  ounces  of  blood, 
and  was  immediately  relieved :  but  the  labour 
being  retarded  by  the  rigidity  of  the  mem¬ 
branes,  though  the  child’s  head  was  pretty 
far  advanced  in  the  Pelvis ,  they  were  broke, 
and  in  two  or  three  pains  after,  the  woman 
was  delivered. 


N  U  M  B. 
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NUMB.  II.  '  CASE  I. 

From  the  rigidity  of  the  membranes  when  not 
protruded  by  the  waters. 

In  the  year  1745,  I  was,  about  four  o’¬ 
clock  in  the  morning,  called  by  a  midwife,  to 
a  woman  whom  fhe  had  formerly  delivered 
with  eafe :  but  now  Ihe  had  been  in  ftrong 
labour  for  many  hours.  She  faid,  the  waters 
had  been  draining  off  for  the  fpace  of  three 
hours,  and  (lie  had  every  pain  expedted  the 
delivery,  which  file  fuppofed  was  retarded  by 
the  child’s  being  large  and  dead.  I  found 
the  child’s  head  about  two  thirds  down  in 
the  Pelvis,  and  during  every  pain,  perceived 
the  difcharge  of  a  very  little  water,  which  I 
at  /fir ft  miftook  for  thofe  of  the  Uterus .  But, 
upon  the  ceftation  of  a  pain,  railing  the  head 
a  little  with  my  finger,  I  obferved  a  large 
quantity  was  difcharged  from  the  bladder; 
and  when  I  felt  for  the  hair  of  the  fcalp,  I 
found  the  membranes  fmooth  and  unbroke. 
I  again  railed  the  head,  that  the  patient  might 
difcharge  more  urine,  and  then  the  membranes 
fplit.  By  the  next  pain,  the  head  was  forced 
down  to  the  Os  Externum ,  and  in  a  very  lit¬ 
tle  time  the  child  was  delivered. 

C  A  S  E  II. 

In  the  fame  year,  I  attended  a  woman  in 
labour  of  her  firft  child,  and  could  feel  no 

waters. 
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waters,  though  the  head  and  membranes  had 
gradually  opened  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  and 
were  forced  down  to  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis ; 
where,  however,  they  remained  near  two 
hours.  As  I  could  infinuate  my  finger  all 
round  the  under  part  of  the  child’s  head,  felt 
the  ear  at  the  Os  Pubis ,  and  diftinguifhed  the 
Sutures,  I  concluded  that  the  head  was  not 
large,  nor  the  Pelvis  narrow  5  but  that  this 
delay  muft  proceed  from  the  rigidity  of  the 
membranes.  Thefe,  therefore,  during  a  pain, 
I  endeavoured  to  wear  thin,  by  rubbing  them 
with  the  edge  of  my  nail,  which  was  fmooth 
and  (hort :  accordingly,  in  time  of  the  next 
pain,  they  fplit  upon  the  head,  which  was 
immediately  forced  down  to  the  Os  Externum , 
and  this  being  gradually  dilated,  the  child  was 
delivered. 

I  have  been  concerned  in  many  cafes  of  the 
fame  kind,  where  labour  was  retarded  by  the 
rigidity  of  the  membranes  $  but  as  I  have 
frequently  known  tedious  and  lingering  cafes 
proceed  from  too  much  precipitation  in  breaks 
ing  the  membranes,  I  chofe  rather  to  err  a 
little  on  the  other  extreme,  provided  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  in  no  danger  from  weaknefs  or  flood¬ 
ing-  /  .  ,  >  > 

'  /  '  - 
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NUMB.  III.  CASE  I. 

From  the  membranes  breaking  too  foon. 

In  the  year  1743,  my  attendance  was  be- 
fpoke  to  a  patient  who  was  very  fat  and  un¬ 
wieldy.  She  had  been  taken  with  fome  very 
flight  pains,  and  the  membranes  breaking,  a 
great  quantity  of  waters  wras  difcharged;  up¬ 
on  which  being  called  in  a  great  hurry,  I 
found  the  mouth  of  the  womb  open  to  about 
the  breadth  of  a  fix-pence,  and  thin,  though 
rigid.  She  had  been,  five  years  before,  deli¬ 
vered  of  a  child  which  followed  immediately 
after  the  rupture  of  the  membranes, and  fhe  now 
expected  the  fame  expeditious  delivery.  I  told 
her,  that  there  was  a  great  difference  between 
that  labour  and  this,  occafioned  by  the  long  in¬ 
terval,  by  her  prefent  corpulency,  and  the  pre¬ 
cipitate  difcharge  of  the  waters,  which  might 
render  the  cafe  more  tedious;  though,  as  the 
pains  were  trifling,  and  the  child  prefented 
fair,  I  encouraged  her  to  exert  her  patience, 
to  banifh  all  anxious  thoughts,  and  avoid  all 
manner  of  fatigue;  and  as  fhe  was  coftive,  I 
prefcvibed  a  glyfter,  which  had  the  defired 
effect.  After  this  period,  fhe  continued  three 
days  and  three  nights  in  a  lingering  kind  of 
labour,  before  the  mouth  of  the  womb  was 
fufi  iciently  dilated ;  fo  that  1  was  obliged  to 
give  her  an  opiate  every  evening,  and  dire6t 

her 
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her  to  referve  her  ftrength  by  lying  moftly  in 
bed.  The  Os  Internum  being  fully  opened, 
the  pains  grew  ftronger,  and  fhe  was  foon 
delivered  of  a  very  fmall  child. 

CASE  II. 

4  « 

In  the  year  1745,  I  was  called  to  a  poor 
woman,  who  had  been  two  days  in  labour  Of 
her  third  child,  and  found  the  Os  Uteri  open 
to  about  the  breadth  of  a  (hilling,  the  lips  be¬ 
ing  thick  but  foft ;  the  membranes  were 
broke,  the  child’s  head  refted  at  the  upper 
part  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  the  patient  laboured 
under  a  loofenefs,  which  probably  had  brought 
on  fome  flight  pains.  She  had  been  attended 
by  a  perfon  of  no  education  or  practice  in 
midwifery,  who  finding  the  membranes 
broke,  imagined  it  was  his  bufinefs  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  delivery  with  all  poflibie  expedition ; 
and  with  that  view,  fatigued  the  patient  ex- 
ceflively,  by  ordering  her  to  walk  about  and 
bear  down  with  all  her  force  at  every  incon- 
fiderable  pain.  * 

The  woman  being  quite  exhaufted,  I  di¬ 
rected  her  to  be  put  to  bed  and  kept  quiet, 
and  leaving  a  gentleman  and  midwife,  who 
at  that  time  were  my  pupils,  I  defired  them 
to  give  her  five  grains  of  the  Pilula  Saponacece> 
and  repeat  the  dofe  once  or  twice,  if  there 
fhould  be  occafion.  By  thefe  means,  (he  was 
Vpl.  II.  freed 
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freed  of  pain,  procured  reft  and  recovered  her 
exhaufted  fpirits.  She  continued  eafy  for  two 
days,  except  in  time  of  fome  flight  pains, 
which  every  now  and  then  recurred,  and 
during  which  a  fmali  quantity  of  the  waters 
continued  to  bedifcharged  :  but  on  the  third 
night,  the  pains  increafed,  the  Os  Uteri  be¬ 
came  fofter,  and  was  more  and  more  dilated 
by  th£  child’s  head.  This,  advancing,  plugged 
up  the  parts,  fo  as  that  the  dribbling  of  the 
waters  ceafed,  and  in  a  very  little  time  the 
v/oman  was  fafely  delivered. 

CASE  III. 

Soon  after  this  occafion,  I  was  called  to  a 

».  *  , 

labour  by  a  gentleman  of  a  very  little  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  practice  of  midwifery,  who  taking 
me  afide,  told  me  he  was  juft  going  to  deli¬ 
ver  a  woman  whom  he  had  attended  a  night 
and  a  day ;  and  that,  as  his  charadfter  was 
not  eftablifhed,  he  thought  it  advifeable  to 
have  a  perfon  of  the  profeffion  prefent.  In¬ 
deed  I  was  ftru«k  with  his  apparatus,  which 
was  very  extraordinary,  for  his  arms  were 
rolled  up  with  napkins,  and  a  fheet  was 
pinned  round  his  middle  as  high  as  his  breaft. 
His  intention  was  to  turn  the  child  and  deli¬ 
ver  footling  y  and  he  defired  me  to  examine 
the  woman,  that  I  might  fatisfy  the  friends 
of  the  neceffity  he  was  under  to  take  this  ftep 

imme- 
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immediately,  for  the  preservation  of  the  mo^ 
ther  and  the  fruit  of  hef  womb.  I  felt  the 
Os  Internum  open  to  the  breadth  of  a  crown- 
piece,  and  the  head  prefenting,  and  after 
having  fully  informed  myfelf  of  every  circum- 
ftance  necefiary  to  be  known,  I  concluded 
that  the  labour  had  been  rendered  tedious 
from  the  premature  rupture  of  the  mem¬ 
branes.  I  then  gave  the  gentleman  a  friendly 
advice  in  private  ;  in  confequence  of  which 
he  laid  afide  his  working-drefs,  and  as  the 
woman,  who  was  ftrong,  had  enjoyed  no 
reft  the  preceding  night,  an  opiate  was 
adminiftered.  She  flept  feveral  hours,  and 
was  refrefned,  and  towards  morning,  the 
pains  returning,  delivered  the  child  and  Se - 
cundines.  I  have  alfifted  in  a  number  of  fuch 
cafes,  where,  by  a  cautious  management, 
the  parts  were  gradually  opened,  and  the  wo¬ 
men  fafely  delivered.  In  many  women,  I 
have  known  the  membranes  broke  feveral 
days,  weeks,  and  even  months  before  labour; 
and  provided  they  were  not  much  weakened, 
they  have  been  delivered  with  eafe.  In  my 
practice,  this  cafe  has  chiefly  prevailed  among 
fat  women,  and  may  perhaps  be  owing  to 
laxity. 


Qjj  CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

Communicated  by  Dr.  D'Urban>  of  Richmond , 

in  Surry . 

In  the  year  1750,  he  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  labour,  near  Norwich.  The  waters 
had  been  draining  off  for  two  days,  during, 
which  fhe  had  enjoyed  no  reft.  She  wTas  very 
weak  and  low-fpirited,  had  violent  reaching^ 
with  a  Singultus  \  and  when  he  examined,  he 
found  the  child’s  head  prefenting.  He  diredl- 
ed  her  to  be  put  to  bed,  prefci  ibed  an  ano¬ 
dyne  draught,  in  confequence  of  which  fhe 
had  a  refrefhing  deep  of  two  or  three  hours ; 
then  the  pains,  which  were  weak  before,  grew 
ftrong  and  more  frequent,  and  the  woman 
was  fafely  brought  to  bed. 

Fie  fays,  he  could  have  delivered  with  the 
forceps,  but  followed  my  advice,  which  was 
never  to  ufe  them,  but  when  they  are  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary.  The  fame  method  he  has 
fuccefsfully  ufed  upon  feveral  occafions. 

CASE  V. 

/ 

I  was  called  to  a  patient  in  labour  of  her 
firft  child.  The  membranes  broke  in  the 
evening,  and  fhe  had  frequent  pains  all  nighty 
but  would  not  allow  me  to  examine  till  about 
eight  o’clock  next  morming,  when  I  found 
the  child’s  head  refting  above  the  Rubes ,  and 

the 
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the  Os  Uteri  foft  and  lying  loofe,  as  if  it  had 
been  pretty  largely  opened  before  the  mem¬ 
branes  broke  :  but  the  Vagina  was  very  ftrait 
as  well  as  the  Os  'Externum .  She  enjoyed  no 
reft  all  night,  the  pains  grew  exceflively  ftrong 
and  frequent,  and  the  child’s  head  had  not 
advanced  in  the  leaft.  Being  apprehenfive, 
from  her  violent  complaints  of  the  Abdomen , 
that  the  Uterus  would  burft  by  fuch  ftrong 
efforts,  I  prefcribed  a  paregoric  draught  to 
allay  the  violence  of  the  pain  and  procure 
deep.  As  fhe  had  been  ufed  to  take  opiates* 
the  dofe  amounted  to  thirty  drops  of  the  'Vindi. 
thebaic,  with  sij.  Syr.  de  Meconio ,  and  fome 
fimple  cinnamon-water.  This  prefcription 
had  the  defired  effedt :  die  dept  feveral  hours, 
though  every  now  and  then  her  deep  was  in¬ 
terrupted  by  a  ftrong  pain.  About  twelve 
that  night,  when  the  effedt  of  the  opiate  was 
wore  off,  her  violent  pains  recurring,  I  was 
allowed  to  examine  again,  and  finding  the 
head  ftill  in  the  fame  fituation,  the  draught 
was  repeated.  This  kept  her  tolerably  eafy 
till  eight  in  the  morning,  when  the  pains  re¬ 
turning  it  was  again  adminiftered  :  for  the 
fame  rsafon  it  was  repeated  at  fix  in  the 
evening,  and  four  in  the  morning.  About 
eight,  I  was  permitted  to  examine  the  third 
time,  when  I  felt  the  head  pitched  down  in  a 
lengthened  form  to  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis : 

Q v  3  but 
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but  the  lower  part  of  the  Vagina  was  (till  very 
narrow,  a3  well  as  the  Os  Externum ,  and  time 
was  required  for  dilating  both,  and  for  pufh- 
ing  down  and  elongating  the  head,  which 
was  large.  At  the  beginning  of  labour  fhe 
had  fome  loofe  flools,  but  made  no  water  for 
three  nights  and  twro  days ;  fo  that  when  the 
effect  of  the  opiate  ceafed,  the  diftenfion  of 
the  bladder  aggravated  the  agony  of  her  fuf- 
ferings,  yet  no  perfuafions  would  induce  her 
to  let  rne  draw  off  the  urine,  and  I  was  again 
obliged  to  repeat  the  opiate.  Her  ftrong 
pains,  which  every  now  and  then  recurred, 
Ihe  endeavoured  to  fupprefs,  left  I  fhould  de¬ 
fire  to  examine,  and  would  allow  no  body  to 
be  with  her  but  the  nurfe.  At  length,  I  was 
in  the  evening  fuddenly  called  from  another 
apartment,  and  finding  the  head  almoft  deli¬ 
vered,  I  had  juft  time  to  prevent  the  lacera¬ 
tion  of  the  external  parts.  I  felt  a  languid 
motion  in  the  veffels  of  the  Funis  ;  but  could 
not,  by  all  the  ufual  methods,  bring  the  child 
to  breathe.  I  brought  away  the  Placenta, 
found  the  Uterus  in  a  right  ftate,  and  imme¬ 
diately  drew  off  a  large  quantity  of  urine  with 
the  catheter.  Neverthelefs,  I  was  obliged  to 
repeat  the  draught  four  or  five  times  in  four 
and  twenty- hours,  becaufe  ilie  could  neither 
reft  nor  fweat  without  it,  her  pulfe  flagged, 
and  her  fpirits  funk,  and  no  other  cordials 

had 
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had  the  lead:  effeft.  After  delivery,  her  urine 
was  obftructcd  for  three  days,  and  for  eight 
weeks  afterwards  fhe  loft  the  power  of  reten¬ 
tion,  which,  however,  returned  with  her 
ftrength :  As  for  the  child,  it  was  probably 
loft  by  her  timorous  difpofition,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  (lie  refufed  all  alliftance  at 
the  latter  end  of  labour. 


/ 
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COLLECTION  XVI. 

Of  lingering  and  tedious  Labours. 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  I. 

From  j^the  forehead’s  being  prevented  from 
turning  backwards  into  the  lower  and  con¬ 
cave  part  of  the  Sacrum. 

Vide  Tab.  XIII.  and  Se£h  3.  No.  3d. 

In  the  year  1749,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
who  had  been  long  in  labour  of  her  firft  child, 
and  was  naturally  of  a  weak  and  delicate 
conftitution.  On  that  account,  the  midwife 
told  me,  (lie  had  kept  her  moftly  in  bed,  and 
done  nothing  to  fatigue  her.  She  faid,  the 
labour  had  gone  on  very  well,  though  the 
pains  were  flight  and  at  long  intervals,  and 
that  fince  the  difcharge  of  the  waters,  the 
child’s  head  had  advanced  llowly  to  the  ex¬ 
ternal  parts,  where  it  had  flopt  for  a  confider- 
able  time.  This  account  I  found  true,  upon 
examination.  A  glyfter  had  been  admini- 
ftered  with  good  effect,  and  the  patient  had 
enjoyed  a  good  deal  of  fleep  between  the 
pains :  but  finding  her  pulfe  rather  too  weak 
and  languid,  I  direfled  her  to  take  two  fpoon- 
fuls  of  the  following  mixture  every  half  hour. 

R  Aq.  Cinnam.  ten .  §iv!3.  Spirituof.  §i.  Sal.  VoL  C.  C. 
31$.  Conf*  Cardiac .  9i.  Syr .  Symp.  §13.  M. 

-  I  attended 
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I  attended  Tome  time,  without  perceiving 
that  the  head  advanced  to  open  the  Os^Ex~ 
ternum .  I  felt  one  of  the  ears  at  the  Os  Pubiss 
the  Lamdoidal  eroding  the  end  of  the  Sagittal 
Suture  at  the  lower  part  of  the  right  Os  Ifchium y 
and  the  Fontanelle  on  the  oppofite  fide  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  left.  I  perceived  that  the 
pains  had  not  force  enough  to  move  the  Occi-> 
i put  from  the  right  Ifchium ,  fo  as  to  pafs  under 
the  Os  Pubis ,  and  the  forehead  from  the  op¬ 
pofite  fide  to  the  hollow  of  the  Os  Sacrum . 
I  therefore,  during  the  next  pain,  introduced 
my  fingers  towards  the  child’s  left  temple,  and 
turned  the  forehead  backwards  to  the  Os  Sa  , 
crum .  The  narrow  part  of  the  head,  being 
now  towards  the  fides  and  the  lower  part  of 
the  Pelvis ,  the  Vertex  immediately  advanced 
forwards,  gradually  opening  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num  during  every  pain;  and  the  woman  being 
fafely  delivered,  the  Placenta  feparated  fiowly, 
and  was  difeharged  in  about  half  an  hour. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1744,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
in  labour  of  her  firft  child,  and  found  a  mid¬ 
wife  and  another  male-pra&itioner  in  wait¬ 
ing.  This  laft  gave  me  to  underftand,  that 
when  he  came,  the  patient  had  been  a  long 
time  in  ftrong  labour;  that  after  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  was  fufficiently  opened,  the 

mem- 
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membranes  had  broke,  and  the  pains  gone  off 
for  feme  time,  though  they  returned  with 
greater  violence,  and  forced  down  the  head  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  beyond  which 
fituation  it  had  not  advanced  in  a  whole 
hour;  that  he  had  attempted  to  deliver  it 
with  a  lack  of  fillet,  which  he  had  procured 
as  a  great  fecret,  but  the  head  being  large,  he 
could  not  fix  it  properly,  neither  could  he, 
after  repeated  trials,  bring  the  child  by  the 
feet ;  fo  that  he  concluded  there  was  an  abfo- 
lute  necefiity  for  opening  the  head.  Upon 
examination,  I  found  the  head  in  the  fame 
pofition  as  that  deferibed  in  the  preceding 
cafe,  or  rather  higher  in  the  Pelvis .  The 
pains  were  tolerably  ftrong,  the  woman’s 
pulfe  was  much  more  quick  than  is  ufual, 
even  in  time  of  pains.  She  complained  of  a 
violent  head-ach,  laboured  under  great 
drought,  and  her  fkin  was  very  hot  and  dry. 
Of  thefe  complaints,  however,  fhe  was  reliev¬ 
ed  by  lofing  ten  ounces  of  blood  from  her 
arm. .  I  told  the  gentleman,  that  as  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  ftrong,  and  the  pains  continued, 
we  ought  to  wait  the  efforts  of  nature,  with¬ 
out  ufing  either  forceps  or  fillet,  which  I  ne¬ 
ver  applied,  except  to  aflift  nature  when  fhe 
was  too  weak.  When  I  examined  again,  I 
found  the  head  lower  down,  and  moved  the 
forehead  backwards  towards  the  Os  Sacrum ; 

fo 
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I 

£b  that  the  crown  of  the  head  advancing, 
opened  the  Os  Externum ,  and  the  patient  was 
foon  delivered  of  a  child  of  an  extraordinary 
fize.  But  the  fillet  having  galled  and  tom 
part  of  the  hairy  fcalp  from  the  Occiput ,  was 
the  occafion  of  a  violent  inflammation,  of 
which  the  child  died  in  a  few  days.  The  mo¬ 
ther,  however,  recovered  tolerably  well,  and 
finee  that  time  has  had  pretty  eafy  labours. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1750,  I  was  called  by  a  mid* 
wife  to  a  very  fat  woman,  near  the  age  of 
forty,  in  labour  of  her  firft  child.  The  mem¬ 
branes  had  been  long  broke  before  I  came, 
and  I  underftood  that  the  friends  being  un- 
eafy,  had  lent  for  a  gentleman  of  the  pro- 
feffion,  who,  in  attempting  to  deliver  the  pa¬ 
tient,  faid  he  had  broke  his  inftrument,  and 
went  home  in  order  to  fetch  another :  but, 
inftead  of  returning,  he  fent  a  meflage,  im¬ 
porting,  that  he  was  obliged  to  go  and  attend 
another  woman.  Her  pains  being  ftrong, 
the  Os  Externum  and  lower  part  of  the  Vagina 
were  gently  dilated,  and  the  forehead  being 
moved  backwards  at  the  fame  time,  the  head 
advanced,  and  the  woman  was  delivered  in 
about  half  an  hour  after  I  arrived. 

There  was  a  very  fmall  opening  through 
one  of  the  parietal  bones  of  the  child’s  fkull, 

yet 
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yet  none  of  the  Cerebrum  was  evacuated, 
though  a  great  deal  of  blood  was  difcharged; 
notwithflanding  the  application  of  propef 
compreffes,  a'ncfthe  poor  child  died  moaning, 
i  n  fiveor  fix  hours  after  its  birth. 


CASE  IV. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  I  was  called 
by  a  gentleman  who  had  formerly  attended 
me  for  a  fhort  time,  in  behalf  of  a  woman 
whom  he  had  attempted  to  deliver  with  the 
forceps.  He  faid,  he  was  fure  they  had  been 
properly  applied,  that  he  had  pulled  with 
great  force  without  being  able  to  move  the 
child’s  head,  and  that  the  woman  was  iii 
fuch  imminent  danger,  he  did  not  believe 
file  could  live  until  we  fhould  reach  the  houfe. 

>  Notwithftanding  this  declaration,  I  found  her 
pulfe  ftrong  and  good,  as  well  as  the  pains* 
and  that  not  above  one  third  part  of  the  head 
had  come  down  into  the  Pelvis .  I  likewife 
underftood  (he  was  ufed  to  have  tedious  la¬ 
bours,  proceeding,  in  all  probability,  from 
the  fmall  fize  of  the  Pelvis .  I  privately  con¬ 
vinced  the  gentleman  of  his  error,  obferving* 
that  as  the  pains  were  good,  no  force  ought 
to  be  applied  $  that  the  forceps  would  never 
fucceed,  except  when  the  head  was  come 
lower  down,  and  even  then  ought  not  to  be 
ufed,  unlefs  the  woman  was  in  danger  from 

weaknefs 


1 
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weaknefs  and  want  of  labour-pains.  We 
prefcribed  a  mixture  to  amufe  the  patient,  and 
in  about  five  hours  file  was  fafely  delivered. 

NUMB.1I.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  Vertex  prefenting,  though  low  in 
the  Pelvis,  the  forehead  being  towards 
the  Os  Pubis. 

Vide  Tab.  XX.  XXL1 

In  the  year  1 747,  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife,  to  a  woman  whom  fhe  had  attended 
near  two  days,  and  whofe  former  labours  had 
been  very  eafy  :  from  which  circumftance 
fhe  inferred,  that,  in  this  cafe,  the  child  was 
of  an  extraodinary  fize.  I  found  the  Fon- 
tanelle  towards  the  left  groin,  and  the  Lam - 
doidal  eroding  the  Sagittal  Suture  at  the  right 
fide  of  the  Os  Coccygis.  The  Os  Externum  I 
gently  opened  during  every  pain,  raifing  the 
head  a  little  when  the  pain  began  to  abate, 
and  moving  the  forehead  to  the  left  fide  of  the 
Os  Sacrum .  As  the  next  pain  increafed,  I 
withdrew  my  hand,  which  was  followed  by 
the  child’s  head,  and  the  woman  was  in  a 
little  time  delivered; 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1744,  I  attended  a  gentlewo¬ 
man  who  had  been  eafy  in  her  former  la- 

bours» 
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hours.  When  I  was  called,  the  membranes 
were  broke,  and  the  mouth  of  the  womb  was 
largely  open  j  though  the  head  advanced  very 
flowly*  At  length,  feeling  the  Vertex  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  Coccyx ,  and  the  Fontanelle 
below  the  Pubis ,  I  attempted,  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  to  raife  the  head,  and  move  the  fore¬ 
head  to  the  right  fide  of  the  Pelvis .  Yet, 
when  I  withdrew  my  hand,  the  head  was 
forced  lower  down  by  a  ftrong  pain,  the  Ver¬ 
tex  protruded  the  Per  wee um  and  pofterior 
parts,  in  form  of  a  large  tumor,  the  fore¬ 
head,  face  and  chin,  turned  immediately  out 
from  below  the  Pubis ,  and  the  Vertex  was 
raifed  upwards,  with  an  half  round  turn, 
from  the  Perinaum  and  pofterior  parts.  The 
child  wasfmall,  and  cried  as  foon  as  the  head 
was  delivered,  even  before  the  body  was 
extracted. 

NUMB.  III. 

From  the  prefentation  of  the  Fontanelle. 

I  have  often  been  concerned  in  cafes,  where 
I  found  the  Fontanelle  prefenting :  they  com¬ 
monly  proved  tedious  and  lingering,  though 
the  delivery  was  generally  effected  by  the  la¬ 
bour-pains,  and  the  child  s  head  fometimes 
appeared  in  form  of  a  fow’s  back  ;  a  circum- 
ftance,  in  all  probability,  owing  to  the  pref- 
fure  it  fuftained  in  the  Pelvis ,  while  it  ad¬ 
vanced 
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vanced  in  that  unufual  way.  Sometimes,  in 
thefe  lingering  labours,  I  have,  by  railing  up 
the  forehead  with  my  fingers,  altered  the  po¬ 
rtion,  fo  as  to  let  the  Vertex  fink  lower  down, 
particularly  in  the  following  infiance. 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1750,  I  attended  a  gentlewo¬ 
man,  whom  I  had  formerly  three  times  de¬ 
livered;  and  file  had  eafy  labours.  The  Os 
Uteri  was  now  fully  open,  and  the  mem¬ 
branes  broke  foon  after  I  arrived.  Yet  the 
head  did  not  advance  as  ufual,  but  reded  at 
the  upper  part  of  the  Pelvis .  As  (he  had  been 
long  fatigued  with  fevere  and  fruitlefs  pains, 
I  examined  the  pofition  of  the  head  more 
narrowly,  and  plainly  perceived  the  Font  a - 
nelle  prefenting  in  the  middle  ;  but  I  could 
not  certainly  difcover  how  the  forehead  lay, 
until  I  had  gradually  opened  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num  during  the  pains.  I  then  found  that  the 
Vertex  was  to  the  left  fide,  and  the  forehead 
with  the  face  to  the  oppofite  part.  As  (he 
lay  in  bed,  upon  her  left  fide,  I  could  not  fo 
eafily  affift  in  that  pofition  :  (he  was,  there¬ 
fore,  turned  on  her  back,  her  head  and  (boul¬ 
ders  being  raifed  a  little  with  pillows,  and 
her  knees  held  up  towards  her  belly,  as  (he 
lay  acrofs  the  bed ;  for  her  pains  were  alfo 
ftronger  while  (lie  continued  in  this  pofture. 
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In  the  beginning  of  a  pain,  I  gently  intro¬ 
duced  my  right  hand  into  the  Vagina>  and 
railed  up  the  forehead  and  face ;  as  the  pain 
increafed,  I  withdrew  my  hand,  and  found 
the  Vertex  fink  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
left  lfchium .  In  a  few  pains,  the  forehead 
turned  backwards,  the  hind  head  came  out 
below  the  Pubis ,  the  Os  Externum  was  gradu¬ 
ally  opened,  and  the  child  fafely  delivered. 

N  U  M  B.  IV.  C  A  S  E  I. 

/  > 

From  the  prefentation  of  the  forehead. 

Vide  Tab.  XXIL 

In  the  year  1747,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
in  labour,  by  the  friends,  who  were  uneafy 
at  the  lingering  cafe,  and  imagined  the  mid¬ 
wife  kept  her  in  hand,  becaufe  fhe  had  been 
feveral  times  delivered  by  another  midwife, 
and  her  labours  were  eafy.  I  was  informed 
that  the  Os  Uteri  was  fully  opened,  and  the 
membranes  had  been  broke  feveral  hours; 
that  the  child  prefented  fair,  and  the  pains 
were  ftrong,  yet  the  head  had  advanced  very 
little,  though  fjnce  I  had  been  fent  for,  the 
child  had  defcended  confiderably  lower  in 
the  Pelvis .  Upon  examining  in  time  of  a 
pain,  I' really  imagined  the  Vertex  prefented, 
and  I  thought  I  felt  the  Fontanelle  to  the  fide, 
as  in  other  cafes  5  but  when  the  head  ad¬ 
vanced^ 
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vanced,  in  confequence  of  the  fucceeding 
pains,  and  protruded  the  Pcrinceum  and  pof- 
terior  parts,  I  felt  the  eyes  and  nofe  on  the 
contrary  fide  towards  the  lower  part  of  the 
Os  Ifchium .  In  another  pain  or  two,  the  Os 
Externum  being  fufflciently  dilated,  the  face 
turned  in  below  the  Os  Pubis,  over  which  the 
chin  turned  upwards ,  the  Fontanelle ,  Vertex , 
and  hind-head  were  raifed,  and  came  out 

i  ' 

with,  a  femicircular  turn  from  the  Perinceum 
and  parts  below,  and  the  body  was  delivered 
by  the  fame  pain. 

The  child  was  fmall  and  dead,  its  forehead 
was  raifed  up  in  form  of  a  fugar-loaf,  the 
Vertex  being  prefled  flat,  and  the  face  and 
hairy  fcalp  very  much  fwelled. 

The  mother,  for  feveral  days  after  deli¬ 
very,  complained  of  great  pain  in  her  back 
and  at  the  Pubis ,  which  feemed  to  proceed 
from  an  overstraining  of  the  ligaments  at 
the  juncture  of  the  bones:  but  by  lying 
quiet,  and  drinking  plentifully  of  warm  and 
weak  diluting  fluids,  fhe  enjoyed  profufe 
fweats,  and  foon  was  freed  of  thefe  com¬ 
plaints. 

* 

CASE  II. 

In  the  following  year,  I  aflifted  in  a  find- 
lar  cafe,  where  - the  head  was -high  up,  and 
had  long  refted  at  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis .  At 
Vol.  II.  R  firflr. 
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firft,  I  thought  it  prefented  fair,  but  as  it  did 
not  advance  for  feveral  hours,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  ftrong  pains,  and  I  was  told,  that  the 
patient  had  been  delivered  of  her  fecond  and 
third  child  before  the  midwife  could  reach 
the  houfe,  I  concluded,  that  the  head  did  not 
prefen t  in  the  common  way,  and  introduced 
my  hand  llowly  into  the  Vagina ,  as  fhe  lay 
on  her  left  fide.  Finding  the  forehead  pre- 
fenting  with  the  face  to  the  right '  Ilium  ^  I 
pufhed  it  up  to  that  fide,  and  as  I  withdrew 
my  hand  a  little,  ftill  prelfed  it  up  with  my 
fingers,  that  it  might  not  return  before  the 
next  pain,  which  forced  down  the  Vertex 
from  the  oppofite  fide;  then  the  head  de¬ 
fended  gradually,  and  the  woman  was  deli¬ 
vered  in  a  few  pains. 

NUMB.  V. 

From  the  prefentation  of  the  Ears. 

I  have  known  a  few  cafes  in  which  the  ear 
prefented,  and  when  the  child  was  not  large, 
the  pains  commonly  altered  the  pofition,  by 
forcing  down  the  Vertex ,  and  the  patient  was 
eafily  delivered.  This  was  commonly  the  cafe 
too,  when  the  Fontanelle  prefented  $  but  when 
the  head  was  large,  the  labour  was  more  te¬ 
dious  and  lingering,  upon  which  occafion,  I 
ufually  pufhed  up  the  head  fo  as  that  the 

Vertex 
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Vertex  might  advance,  particularly  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  inftance. 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1749,  being  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife,  to  a  woman  who  had  been  long  in  la¬ 
bour,  I  introduced  my  hand  into  the  Vagina , 
and  finding  the  ear  prefenting,  could  perceive, 
when  I  railed  the  head,  neck,  and  fhoulder  to 
the  back  part  of  the  Uterus ,  that  the  upper 
part  of  the  head  lay  over  the  Pubis ,  the  face 
being  to  the  right  fide.  As  all  the  waters 
were  difcharged,  it  would  have  required  great 
force  to  turn  the  child  fo  as  to  bring  it  by  the 
feet :  I  therefore  raifed  the  head  higher, 
forcing  the  forehead  upwards,  and  the  Ver¬ 
tex  coming  in  as  I  withdrew  my  hand,  the 
child  was  prefently  delivered. 

NUMB.  VL  CASE  I. 

From  the  Prefentation  of  the  Face,  of  the 
Shoulder,  and  of  the  Breaft. 

Vide  Tab.  XXIII. 

In  the  year  1743,  being  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man,  who  had  been  a  great  many  hours  in 
labour,  after  the  mouth  of  the  womb  w7a$ 
fully  opened,  and  the  waters  difcharged,  I 
found  the  head  low  down  in  the  Pelvis,  the 
face  prefenting,  the  chin  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  Pubis ,  and  the  cheeks-  fo  exceffivejy 

R  2  ■  fwelled, 
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fwelled,  that  at  firft  I  imagined  the  breech 
prefented,  until  examining  a  fecond  time  with 
my  fingers,  I  felt  the  mouth,  eyes,  and  nofe. 
When  the  friends  afked  if  the  cafe  was  dan¬ 
gerous,  I  precipitately  anfwered,  that  there 
was  no  great  danger,  but  that  of  lofing  the 
child,  which  might  be  faved,  if  the  mother 
was  foon  delivered.  They  replied,  that  pro¬ 
vided  the  mother  was  fafe,  the  child  was  of 
no  great  confequence,  as  (he  had  already 
more  children  than  fhe  could  well  maintain. 
The  patient  told  me  fhe  felt  the  child  ftir 
every  now  and  then,  and  indeed  I  plainly 
felt  its  motion  by  laying  my  hand  on  her 
belly.  However,  as  every  body  prefent  de¬ 
clared  againft  my  giving  any  afliftance,  and 
were  fatisfied  with  my  telling  them  that  the 
woman  was  in  no  immediate  danger,  I  left 
her  to  the  care  of  the  midwife,  who  indeed 
had  oppofed  my  being  called.  I  could  eafily 
have  delivered  her  with  the  forceps,  and 
ought  to  have  faid  in  general  that  there  was 
danger  in  the  cafe.  I  knew  the  child’s  head 
was  fmall,  and  that  the  delivery  was  retarded 
either  by  the  navel-ftring,  or  the  contraction 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  Uterus ,  round  the 
neck,  or  before  the  fhoulders ;  for  the  head 
was  pulled  up  as  the  pains  abated. 

This  vifit  I  made  in  the  forenoon,  and  the 
child  was  not  delivered  till  the  evening,  when 

I  was 
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I  was  called  again  in  a  great  hurry  to  bring 
away  the  Placenta^  which  was  eafily  extract¬ 
ed.  I  examined  the  child,  which  was  dead, 
and  found  its  head  fqueezed  to  a  great  length, 
the  face  and  neck  being  much  fwelled  and  of 
a  livid  colour. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1744,  I  examined  one  of  the 
poor  women,  attended  by  my  pupils,  in  la¬ 
bour  of  her  firft  child,  which  lay  very  high, 
and  I  thought  I  felt  the  breech  prefenting. 
The  membranes  had  broke  when  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  was  dilated  to  the  breadth  of  half 
a  crown.  The  pains  being  flight,  and  the  wo¬ 
man  ftrong,  I  defired  the  gentlemen  to  let 
the  breech  be  pufhed  down  gradually,  and 
flowly  dilate  the  Os  Internum ,  and  in  the 

mean  time,  I  left  a  midwife  to  attend,  and 

\ 

diredted  her  to  give  us  notice  when  that  dila¬ 
tation  fhould  be  effe&ed.  In  about  three 
hours,  I  was  called  again,  and  underftood 
from  the  midwife,  that  after  the  mouth  of 
the  womb  was  fully  opened,  the  child  de¬ 
fended  very  fad,  prefenting  at  firft  with  the 
cheek,  but  that  now  fhe  plainly  diftinguifhed 
the  face.  When  I  examined,  I  found  the 
chin  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  left  IJcbium , 
and  turned  up  below  the  Pubis .  In  a  few 
pains,  the  Os  Externum  being  fufficiently  di- 

R  3  lated. 
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lated,  the  forehead  and  Vertex  turned  up 
from  the  Perinceum ,  and  the  woman  was  im¬ 
mediately  delivered  of  a  fmall  child,  before 
any  of  the  pupils  arrived. 

CASE  III.  v  .: 

Vide  Tab.  XXV, 

In  the  year  17 48,  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  labour,  by  a  midwife,  who  told  me 
file  found  the  opening  of  the  child’s  head  be¬ 
low  the  fhare-bones,  and  imagined  the  child 
came  wrong,  with  the  forehead  to  that  part. 
At  firft  when  I  examined  I  w^as  of  the  fame 

V 

opinion ;  but  during  the  next  pain,  which 
was  very  ftrong  I  found  the  head  was  puflied 
dowm  much  lower  at  the  back  part  of  the 
Pelvis .  Feeling  at  that  part,  with  my  finger, 
for  the  Lamdoidal  Suture ,  I  plainly  diftin- 
guifhed  the  face,  and  the  chin  backwards  at 
the  Coccyx.  In  two  pains  more,  the  face  and 
forehead  protruded  the  pofterior  parts  in  form 
of  a  large  tumor,  the  Perinceum  and  funda¬ 
ment  were  greatly  lengthened,  the  Vertex 
and  Occiput  flipped  out  from  below  the  Pubis : 
then  the  forehead  and  face  turned  up  from 
the  Perinceum ,  which  being  thin,  I  fupported 
it  with  my  hand,  and  the  woman  was  deli¬ 
vered  of  a  fmall  child.  Her  Pelvis  was  large, 
and  file  ufed  to  have  very  quick  labours. 


CASE 
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In  the  year  1749,  I  attended  a  gentlewo¬ 
man,  whom  I  had  twice  before  delivered,  af¬ 
ter  tedious  labours,  proceeding  from  the  large- 
nefs  of  the  children  and  the  frnall  fize  of  the 
Pelvis .  When  I  was  called  on  this  third  oc- 
cafion,  the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  open  to 
about  the  breadth  of  a  crown -piece,  the  mem¬ 
branes  and  waters  were  very  tenfe  during  a 
pain,  but  being  relaxed  when  that  abated,  1 
felt  fome  part  of  the  child,  though  more  un¬ 
equal  than  the  Apex  of  the  head.  Having 
waited,  till  by  degrees  the  membranes  had 
fully  opened  the  parts,  and  wrere  pufhed 
down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Vagina ,  I  exa¬ 
mined  again,  and  felt  the  child’s  face  pre- 
fenting  through  the  membranes.  Reflecting 
upon  her  former  tedious  labours,  and  fore- 
feeing  that  if  I  allowed  the  head  to  come 
along  in  that  pofition,  the  patient  would  fuf- 
fer,  and  that  if  I  fliould  bring  it  by  the  feet, 
the  child  might  be  loft;  I  direded  her  to  be 
laid  on  her  back,  with  her  breech  to  the  foot 
of  the  bed,  and  fupported  with  pillows,  be¬ 
tween  a  fitting  and  a  lying  pofture,  on  pre¬ 
tence  that  the  labour  would  be  favoured  by 
fuch  a  fituation.  While  a  woman  fat  behind 
fupporting  her,  head,  and  one  on  each  fide 
held  up  her  legs  and  knees,  I  gradually  di- 
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lated  the  Os  Externum  daring  the  pains,  un« 
til  I  could  introduce  my  hand  into  the  Vagina . 
In  pufhing  it  farther  up,  I  felt  the  mem¬ 
branes  break,  but,  my  hand  ftill  advancing, 
the  Os  Externum  was  plugged  up  by  the  lower 
part  of  my  arm,  which  hindered  the  waters 
from  being  difeharged,  until  feeling  the  chin 
to  the  right,  and  the  forehead  to  the  left- fide, 
I  raifed  this  laid  upwards,  grafping  the  Ver¬ 
tex,  which  w'as  now  lowermoft,  with  my  fin¬ 
gers  and  thumb.  I  then  gently  withdrew  my 
hand  a  little,  to  let  the  waters  pafs,  that  the 
Uterus  might  be  contracted,  and  keep  the 
child  in  that  pofition.  Finding  this  expedi¬ 
ent  fucceed,  I  drew  forth  my  hand,  when  the 
patient  thought  the  child  was  delivered. 
However,  I  convinced  her  that  what  I  had 
done  was  abfolutely  neceffary,  and  that  fhe 
/was  now  in  a  fair  way  of  delivery,  provided 
fhe  would  exert  that  courage  and  patience, 
which  had  fupported  her  in  her  former  la¬ 
bours.  Nor  was  I  difappointed  in  my  pro- 
gnoitic;  for  this  delivery  was  much  quicker 
than  thofe  file  had  experienced  before. 

CASE  V. 

In  the  year  1751,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
in  labour,  by  a  midwife  who  had  formerly 
attended  my  leChires :  (he  informed  me  that 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  largely  open, 
*  I  .  and 
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and  although  the  membranes  were  not  broke, 
fhe  could  find  fomething  like  a  hand  and 
fingers :  file  likewife  told  me,  that  the  wo¬ 
man  was  ftraight  made :  that  file  had  deli¬ 
vered  her  once  before,  when  the  labour  was 
very  tedious,  and  the  head  of  the  child,  which 
was  dead  born,  fqueezed  to  a  great  length.  I 
found  every  thing  as  file  had  defcribed,  and 
felt  befides,  fomething  like  the  flioulder  or 
hip,  which  I  was  certain  could  not  be  the 
head.  As  her  former  labours  had  been  diffi¬ 
cult,  and  I  was  afraid  the  child  would  be  loft, 
fhould  it  be  brought  by  the  feet,  I  refolved  to 
feize  the  opportunity  of  trying  to  bring  in  the 
head,  fince  the  membranes  were  not  broke.  I 
accordingly  adted  pretty  much  in  the  fame 
manner  as  in  the  preceding  cafe;  but  found 
greater  difficulty  in  bringing  in  the  head, 
which  was  more  flippery  and  large  than  in 
the  former  inftance :  befides,  I  loft  a  great 
quantity  of  the  waters,  by  being  obliged,  af¬ 
ter  I  had  pufiied  up  the  fhoulder,  to  with¬ 
draw  my  hand  a  good  way  before  I  could 
bring  in  the  head,  and  in  attempting  to 
raife  up  the  hand  that  came  down  with  it. 
The  Vertex  being  turned  down,  and  one  of 
the  ears  towards  the  Vertebrae  of  the  loins,  I 
withdrew  my  hand,  when  the  forehead  with 
the  right-hand  was  to  the  right,  and  the  Oc¬ 
ciput  to  the  left  fide  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  the 

pains 
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pains  ceafed  for  fome  time,  as  ufual,  after  the 
membranes  were  broke.  Having  now  encou¬ 
raged  the  woman,  by  telling  her  that  the 
child  prefented  fair,  I  took  my  leave,  and  in 
about  three  hours,  fhe  was  fafely  delivered, 
though  not  without  very  ftrong  and  fevere 
pains. 

CASE  VI. 

In  the  year  1752,  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man,  whom  I  had  before  delivered  of  a  child 
that  prefented  wrong,  though  I  could  not 
fave  it  by  reafon  of  her  narrow  Pelvis .  On 
this  occafion,  fhe  had  been  fubject  to  frequent, 
though  flight  pains,  the  day  before  I  faw  her; 
towards  morning  the  membranes  had  broke; 
a  fmall  quantity  of  the  waters  was  difcharged, 
and  (lie  had  no  more  pains  till  my  arrival. 
Upon  examining,  I  found  fome  part  prefent- 
ing,  which  could  neither  be  the  head  nor 
breech,  and  I  afterwards  difcovered  to  be  the 
breaft.  As  the  pains  had  ceafed,  I  was  in 
hopes  that  fome  of  the  waters  was  left  in  the 
Uterus ,  although  the  membranes  were  broke; 
and  going  to  work  as  in  the  two  former  cafes, 
brought  in  the  Vertex ,  with  great  difficulty, 
occafioned  by  the  flipperinefs  of  the  body  and 
head,  which  laft,  was,  after  many  efforts, 
and  the  return  of  ftrong  pains,  fqueezed 
down  in  a  longitudinal  form,  and  the  woman 
fafely  delivered. 


In 
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In  thefe  cafes  we  are  feldom  called  in  by 
the  midwives  before  the  membranes  are  broke, 
otherwife  we  fhould,  in  preternatural  pofi- 
tions,  have  a  better  opportunity  to  bring  in 
the  Vertex ,  when  the  Pelvis  is  fo  fmall,  or  the 
head  fo  large,  that  the  child  cannot  be  faved, 
if  brought  by  the  feet. 

CASE  VII. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Hargood,  in  a  letter 
dated  at  Chatham ,  1751. 

When  he  was  called,  the  midwife  told  him 
the  waters  had  been  difcharged  feveral  hours; 
and  he  found  the  face  prefenting  low  in  the 
Pelvis ,  the  chin  being  towards  the  right  Ifchi - 
urn*  After  fhe  had  undergone  feveral  painsr 
which  did  no  fervice,  he  refolved  to  deliver 
with  the  Forceps ;  but  juft  when  he  was  about 
to  apply  them,  fhe  was  feized  with  a  ftrong 
pain,  during  which  he  affifted  with  his  fin¬ 
gers  in  moving  the  chin  towards  the  Pubis , 
and  the  child  was  fafely  delivered. 

CASE  VIII. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Cook,  Sept .  26,  1752* 

I  was  called  to  a  woman  in  labour,  and 
felt  the  child's  face  prefenting.  I  underftood 
that  fhe  had  undergone  two  tedious  labours 
before,  though  the  children  were  very  fmall ; 
whence  I  concluded  her  Pelvis  was  narrow, 

and 
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and  in  paffing  my  hand  into  the  Vagina ,  I 
found  it  fo.  Upon  which  I  laid  afide  all 
thoughts  of  turning  the  child  and  delivering 
by  the  feet,  as  I  fhould  have  done  had  the 
Pelvis  been  large.  The  face  being  high  up, 
and  her  pains  very  ftrong,  I  waited  to  fee  if 
they  would  bring  it  lower  down  j  and  in 
about  fix  hours  my  expectation  was  anfwered, 
the  chin  being  at  the  left  Ifchium .  I  then, 
during  the  pains,  endeavoured  to  raife  it  to 
the  Os  Pubis  with  my  finger,  and  in  that 
manner  the  child  was  delivered.  The  head 
was  fqueezed  into  a  long  form,  the  parietal 
bones  were  prefled  one  over  another,  and  on 
one  fide  of  the  head  was  a  very  deep  impref- 
fion  formed  by  the  jetting  in  of  the  Os  Sacrum. 
The  face  was  very  much  bruifed  and  fwelled, 
and  the  child  dead.  I  prefcribed  an  opiate  for 
the  woman,  who  had  undergone  great  fatigue  $ 
fhe  enjoyed  good  reft  and  did  well. 
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COLLECTION  XVIL 

Of  tedious  cafes  from  the  rigidity  of  the  Os 
Internum,  Vagina,  or  Os  Externum, 
as  alfo  from  the  wrong  pofition  of  the 
mouth  of  the  womb. 

N  U  M  B.  I.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  rigidity  of  the  Os  Uteri. 

In  the  year  1731,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
turned  of  forty,  in  labour  of  her  firft  child, 
who,  though  by  her  own  and  midwife's  ac¬ 
count,  (he  had  three  or  four  weeks  to  go,  had 
been  in  a  kind  of  lingering  labour  for  two 
days.  At  fix  in  the  evening  the  membranes 
broke,  and  as  file  lived  at  a  diftance,  I  could 
not  be  with  her,  till  about  four  next  morning, 
when  the  midwife  told  me  that,  after  the  mem¬ 
branes  broke,  Ihe  had  every  now  and  then  a 
ftrong  pain,  but  that  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
was  not  opened  as  ufual  by  thefe  pains,  and 
(he  was  afraid  that  the  womb  and  altogether 
would  be  ptiflied  out  of  the  body,  through 
the  Os  Externum .  Upon  examining  in  time 
of  a  pain,  I  found  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
open  to  about  the  breadth  of  half  a  crown, 
but  thick  and  rigid,  and  forced  about  half  an 
inch  without  the  Os  Externum ,  which  v/as 
pretty  much  dilated,  and  I  felt  the  child’s 
head  prefenting.  There  was  an  intenfe  heat 

at. 
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at  the  mouth  of  the  £ 1terus>  and  fhe  complain¬ 
ed  of  great  pain  in  that  part,  even  in  abfence 
of  the  labour-pains.  She  was  of  a  ftrong  and 
healthy  conftitution,  though  of  a  thin  habit : 
her  pulfe  was  quick,  full  and  hard,  her  fkin 
hot  and  dry:  Ihe  laboured  under  a  fevere 
drought,  and  I  underftood  (he  had  from 
time  to  time  fwallowed  cordials  to  aflift  the 
labour,  fuch  as  white-wine  and  malt  fpirit. 
Having  confidered  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  I  concluded  that  the  difficulty  of  deli¬ 
very  was  owing  to  the  rigidity  of  the  Os  Inter - 
num ,  for  fhe  had  lain  chiefly  on  the  bed, 
without  having  been  fatigued ;  that  the  head 
was  but  finally  becaufe  it  had  pufhed  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  fo  low  down,  and  that 
the  fever  was  owing  to  an  indifcreet  ufe  of 
fpirituous  liquors.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
reflections  fhe  was  blooded  at  the  arm  to  the 
quantity  of  twelve  ounces,  direfted  to  drink 
plentifully  of  barley-water,  kept  in  bed,  ly¬ 
ing  on  one  fide,  her  breech  being  raifed  a  lit¬ 
tle  higher  than  her  body,  and  during  every 
pain,  I  kept  up  the  Uterus  and  head  with  my 
fingers,  fo  as  to  refill  and  abate  the  violent 
force  of  the  pains.  By  thefe  means,  -  fhe  was 
greatly  relieved,  enjoyed  between  whiles  gen¬ 
tle  flumbers  and  plentiful  lweats :  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  turned  more  foft  and  yielding, 
and  when  largely  dilated,  I  pufhed  it  gently 

up 
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up  with  my  fingers  all  round  the  head,  which 
at  laft  glided  eafily  along,  and  was  delivered. 

I  took  the  fame  precaution  in  delivering  the 
fhoulders  and  body,  defired  the  midwife  to 
confine  her  to  her  bed  longer  than  the  ufual 
time,  and  advifed  her  to  abftain  from  any 
violent  exercife  for  a  confiderable  time  after 
fhe  fhould  be  able  to  walk,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  Prolapfus  Uteri .  I  was  afterwards  in¬ 
formed  that  fhe  recovered  very  well,  without 
being  expofed  to  any  fuch  complaints  in  the' 
fequel. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1746,  I  attended  a  patient  near 
forty,  in  labour  of  her  third  child,  who  had 
been  afHifted  with  a  Prolapfus  Uteri ,  fince  her 
laft  pregnancy.  When  I  was  called,  fhe  had 
fome  flight  pains,  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
was  very  little  open,  feemed  thin  and  rigid, 
and  was  fituated  more  forward  in  the  Vagina , 
than  is  commonly  the  cafe;  the  child’s  head 
was  prelfed  low  down,  and  feemed  fmail,  but 
I  could  feel  no  waters.  Her  pulfe  being  very 
quick,  fhe  was  blooded  to  the  quantity  of 
eight  ounces,  an  emollient  and  laxative  glyf- 
ter  being  injected,  difcharged  a  great  quanti¬ 
ty  of  hard  Faces ;  and  as  Ihe  had  enjoyed  no 
deep  that  day  or  the  preceding  night,  I  pre¬ 
ferred  an  anodyne  draught,  and  directed  her 

to 
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to  drink  plentifully  of  barley-water.  Thefe 
expedients  fucceeded  to  my  wifh$  fhe  flept 
and  fweated  during  the  greateft  part  of  the 
night,  and  I  was  called  again  in  the  morning, 
when  the  pains  grew  ftronger  and  more  fre¬ 
quent.  I  then  found  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
much  more  open,  though  pufhed  down  with¬ 
out  the  Os  Externum  \  I  likewife  felt  between 
my  fingers  the  hair  of  the  child's  head,  though 
the  patient  was  not  fenfible  that  the  membranes 
were  broke,  or  the  waters  drained  off.  During 
every  pain,  I  kept  up  the  child’s  head,  and 
the  mouth  of  the  womb,  which  I  gradually 
dilated  with  my  finger,  till  being  fully  opened, 
it  eafily  flipt  up  all  round  the  head,  and  this 
afterwards  opening  the  Os  Externum  by  de¬ 
grees,  was  fafely  delivered. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  I  was  be- 
fpoke  to  attend  a  woman,  who  had  been  fub- 
jeft  to  tedious  labours.  When  called  I  found 
the  child's  head  pufhed  down  to  the  anterior 
and  inferior  part  of  the  Uterus ,  fo  much  at 
the  fore-part,  that  it  was  fome  time  before  I 
could  feel  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  which 
was  tilted  backwards  and  upwards  to  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  Os  Sacrum.  In  a  few  pains, 
the  head  pufhed  down  the  Uterus  below  the 
Pubis ,  to  the  Os  Externum ,  when  I  felt  the 
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Os  Uteri  very  thin  and  foft ;  and  the  patient 
J  complained  of  great  pain  from  this  protrufion 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  womb  by  the  head. 
However,  (he  was  in  a  great  meafnre  relieved 
by  my  preffing  againfr  if  with  my  fingers.  At 
the  fame  time,  introducing  the  fore- finger  of 
my  other  hand  into  the  mouth  of  the  womb, 
I  brought  it  forwards  to  the  Pubis ,  and  kept 
it  in  that  pofition  during  feveral  pains,  which 
gradually  dilating  it,  the  head  was  pufhed 
lower  and  lower,  and  by  degrees  I  dipt  lip 
the  mouth  of  the  womb,  betwixt  the  Pubis 
and  head,  which  afterwards  made  very  quick 
advances,  and  was  foon  delivered. 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1747,  I  attended  a  woman  in 
labour  of  her  firft  child,  whole  belly  was  pen¬ 
dulous,  and  hung  forward  over  the  Pubis . 
(Vide  Tab.  XII.)  When  I  came  fhe,  was 
pretty  ftrait  laced,  the  pains  were  ftrong,  the 
membranes  pufhed  down  with  the  waters, 
the  Os  Internum  was  backwards  and  high  up, 
felt  thick  and  rigid,  and  was  opened  to  about 
the  breadth  of  half  a  crown.  I  directed  her 
to  unlace,  defired  the  nurfe  to  make  the  bed 
fo  that  her  breech  might  lie  higher  than  her 
flioulder,  and  to  raife  up  the  belly  with  her 
hands  in  time  of  a  pain.  The  mouth  of  the 
womb  was  gradually  dilated,  ths  membranes 
Vol.  II.  S  br<jke. 
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broke,  and  the  child’s  head  advanced  lower 
in  the  Pelvis ;  but  the  Os  Internum  remaining 
fl  ill  backwards,  and  the  head  preffing  down 
the  lower  and  anterior  part  of  the  Uterus ,  I. 
was  obliged  to  affift,  as  in  the  former  cafe, 
until  the  head  was  forced  down,  though  it 
dilated  with  great  difficulty,  and  to  ftretch 
the  Os  Externum ,  from  time  to  time,  before 
the  child  could  be  delivered. 

CASE  V. 

I  was  called  to  a  patient  not  above  fifteen 
years  of  age,  in  labour  of  her  firft  child,  and 
found  the  head  of  the  child  prefenting,  and 
that  the  membranes  and  waters,  after  having 
flowly  dilated  the  Os  Internum ,  advanced  quite 
to  the  Os  Externum ,  which  I  hoped  they 
would  open  alfo;  but  they  broke  juft  as  they 
arrived  at  the  part.  Then  the  head  advanced 
and  pufhed  out  the  lower  parts,  in  form  of  a 
large  tumor,  the  Perinceum  being  very  thin, 
and  ftretched  to  the  extent  of  five  fingers. 
Neverthelefs,  the  Os  Externum  was  very  little 
dilated,  and  the  pains  were  fo  ftrong,  that  I 
was  obliged  to  prefs  the  fiat  part  of  my  hand 
upon  the  parts,  to  prevent  the  Fourchette  from- 
being  torn,  and  by  refilling  the  force  of  the  t 
head  againft  the  Os  Externum ,  allow  it  time 
for  gradual  relaxation.  The  pains  continu¬ 
ing  to  return  every  five  or  fix  minutes  for  the 
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fpace  of  an  hour,  without  any  alteration,  I 
found  it  neceffary  to  prefcribe  an  opiate  to  re- 
ftrain  them,  that  I  might  have  time  to  lubri¬ 
cate  with  pomatum,  and  dilate  gently  with 
my  fingers.  By  thefe  means,  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num  was  gradually  ftretched  fo  as  to  allow  the 
head  to  pafs  without  any  laceration  of  the 
parts. 

v  ^  * 

CASE  VI. 

About  the  fame  time,  I  attended  another 
patient,  though  not  fo  young,  and  the  labour 
proceeded  much  in  the  fame  manner :  but 
after  having  guarded  the  parts,  in  order  to 
prevent  laceration,  during  a  few  pains,  I 
withdrew  my  hand  to  take  fome  pomatum, 
for  lubricating  the  external  parts.  In  that 
interval  a  llrong  pain  returned,  contrary  to 
my  expectation  $  and,  before  I  could  replace 
my  hand,  the  child’s  head  was  delivered,  and 
the  Perinceum  torn  quite  to  the  Anus .  This 
accident  was  owing  to  my  hurry  and  precipi¬ 
tation,  in  confequence  of  which  I  palled  my 
hand  on  the  out-fideof  the  flheet,  and  before 
I  could  difentangle  it,  the  damage  was  done. 

Ever  fince  this  misfortune,  when  I  attend 
women  in  labour  of  their  firft  children,  I  al¬ 
ways  turn. up  and  pin  the  upper  Iheet  to  the 
bed-quilt,  as  the  child’s  head  advances  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  Pelvis . 
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CASE  VII. 

\  >• 

Communicated  by  Dr.  Aufiin ,  of  Edinburgh , 
,  in  a  letter  dated  1749. 

He  was  called  to  a  young  woman  in  labour 
of  her  fir  ft  child,  who  had  acute  pains  from 
' Tuefday  till  Saturday  night,  when  the  was  de¬ 
livered.  All  that  time  the  child’s  head  was 
fqueezed  in  the  Pelvis ,  and  for  twenty-four 
hours  the  bones  rode  one  another  in  the  Va¬ 
gina.  About  two  hours  before  (he  was  laid, 
he  attempted  to  introduce  the  forceps,  which, 
however,  lie  declined  ufing,  becaufe  the  pains 
became  ftronger,  and  he  imagined  the  child 
was  dead.  Indeed,  to  all  appearance  it  was 
ftill-born,  but  in  a  few  minutes  he  was  agree¬ 
ably  furprized  to  find  it  alive,  and  both  the 
mother  and  the  child  did  well.  Two  days 
after  delivery,  he  extracted  from  the  woman 
five  Englifo  pints  of  urine  with  the  catheter. 
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COLLECTION  XVIII. 

Of  lingering  or  dangerous  cafes,  from  weak- 
nefs,  anxiety,  frights,  floodings,  loofenefs, 
eonvulfions,  fevers,  &c. 

NUMB.  I,  CASE  I. 

From  Weakness. 

In  the  year  1743,  I  was  called  to  one  of 
the  poor  women  whom  my  pupils  attend,  in 
labour  of  her  flrfl:  child.  She  was  young, 
and  fo  exceffively  weak  for  want  of  nourifli- 
ment,  that  when  we  were  called,  flie  feemed 
really  expiring.  Another  patient  who  lived 
in  the  fame  houfe,  laid,  this  young  woman 
was  an  entire  ftranger,  who  had  been  taken 
in  as  a  lodger  the  preceding  night,  and  feern- 
ed  to  be  in  a  ftarving  condition  ;  and  at  laft 
the  poor  creature  herfelf  owned,  that  flie  had 
received  no  other  fuftenance  but  water,  for 
the  fpace  of  three  days.  She  had  been  fub-  * 
jeft  to  fome  flight  pains  all  the  former  day 
and  night :  when  I  examined,  I  found  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  largely  open,  the  mem¬ 
branes  broke,  and  the  head  prefenting  ;  but 
the  pains  were  at  long  intervals,  and  her 
weaknefs  fo  alarming,  that  I  immediately 
fent  for  a  roll  and  fome  ale,  which  was  qua^ 
lified  with  a  little  fugar,  nutmeg  and  geneva, 
to  which  laft  I  fuppofed  flie  was  accuftomed, 

.  S  3  and 
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and  therefore  judged  it  was  a  better  cordial 
than  any  other  I  could  have  prefcribed  from 
an  apothecary’s  fhop.  Of  this  nourifhment, 
I  diredled  her  to  take  a  very  little  at  a  time, 
and  accordingly  her  exhaufted  fpirits  were 
gradually  recruited,  infomuch,  that  although 
the  cafe  was  lingering  and  tedious,  fhe  was 
fafely  delivered  by  the  labour-pains. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1724,  I  was  by  a  midwife  called 
to  a  woman  of  a  weak  habit  and  melancholy 
difpofition,  occafioned  by  the  exceflive  flood¬ 
ing  which  had  attended  a  former  delive¬ 
ry.  She  had  become  pregnant  again,  be¬ 
fore  fhe  recovered  her  ftrength,  was  feldom 
able  to  rife  out  of  bed,  and  her  ftomach  was 
fo  weak,  that  it  could  receive  or  digeft  but 
very  little  nounfhment.  The  midwife  told 
me  her  pains  were  fo  weak,  fhe  was  afraid 
fhe  could  not  be  delivered  without  afliftance ; 
that  fhe  had  enjoyed  little  or  no  fleep  for  the 
fpace  of  forty-eight  hours,  but  had  been  fub- 
je£t  to  frequent  faintings,  from  which  fhe 
was  with  difficulty  recovered  j  and  laftly,  that 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  foft  and  a  little 
open.  I  felt  her  pulfe  very  low,  and  examin¬ 
ing  during  a  pain,  which  feebly  protruded 
the  membranes  and  waters,  perceived  the 
child’s  head  :  then  bringing  forwards  with 

*  i  my 
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my  finger,  the  Os  Uteri  towards  the  Pubis ,  I 
found  it  much  more  open  than  the  midwife 

A. 

imagined,  and  felt  fome  indurated  Faces  in 
the  ReHium.  I  was  alfo  informed,  that  as 
fhe  had  an  averfion  to  all  forts  of  nourifhment, 
fhe  ate  very  little,  and  feldom  had  paflage  in 
her  belly,  and  was  commonly  cofiive. 

I  directed  her  to  take  frequeniy  a  tea-cup 
full  of  chicken-broth,  and  between  whiles,  a 
little  of  the  weak  cinnamon-water.  A  glyf- 
ter  of  the  broth  being  thrown  up,  emptied 
the  inteftines$  then  half  a  pint  of  the  fame, 
in  which  two  grains  of  Opium  were  diffolved, 
being  injefted,  I  defired  that  file  might  be  kept 
quiet  in  bed,  in  hope  of  procuring  Iter  fieep, 
and  take  an  ounce  of  ftrong  cinnamon-water 
every  four. hours.  By  thefe  means  the  faint- 
ings  went  off,  file  flept  pretty  well  that  night 
between  the  pains,  and  thefe  gradually  in- 
creafing,  fhe  was  fafely  delivered  in  the  morn¬ 
ing. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1744,  I  attended  a  gentlewor 
man,  in  labour  of  her  third  child.  She  was 
of  an  hypochondriac  difpofition,  went  feldom 
abroad,  towards  the  latter  end  of  pregnancy, 
could  hardly  be  kept  out  of  bed,  was,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  eighth  month,  attacked  with 
frequent  Teachings,  fo  as  to  vomit  up  every 
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thing  flie  ate  or  drank,  by  which  complaint 
file  was  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  exceffive  weak- 
nefs,  from  want  of  nourifhment.. 

I  ordered  the  nurfe  to  injedl  about  half  a 
pint  of  beef  or  mutton  broth,  by  way  of  glyf- 
ter,  five  or  fix  times  a  day,  to  prevail  upon 
her  to  rife  frequently  and  walk  about  the 
room,  and  likewife  to  go  abroad  fometimes 
in  a  coach. 

By  this  method  file  recruited  a  little,  and 
with  the  afhfiance  of  fome  mint  and  antihyf- 
teric  water,  file  could  keep  a  little  broth  in 
her  ftomach.  1  managed  her  much  in  the 
fame  manner  as  that  defcribed  in  the  former 
cafe,  in  time  of  labour,  which,  though  tedi¬ 
ous,  ended  happily. 

NUMB.  II.  CASE!. 

From  Anxiety  and  Grief. 

In  the  year  1747,  I  attended  a  gentlewo¬ 
man,  in  labour  of  her  firft  child,  who,  a  few 
days  before,  had  been  fo  much  affedled  with 
the  hidden  death  of  her  hufband,  that  file 
was  feized  with  frequent  faintings  and  great 
anxiety  of  mind.  When  I  arrived,  her  pains 
were  very  weak,  and  the  membranes  had 
broke  even  before  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
was'much  dilated.  Although  the  child’s  head 
was  fmall,  (lie  continued  three  days  in  a  kind 
of  labour  ;  yet,  by  encouraging  and  fuppqrN 
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ing  her  with  cordials  and  nourifhing  things, 
and  indulging  her  as  much  as  poflible  with 
reft,  ftie  was  fafely  delivered  of  a  child,  which 

feemed  to  have  died  foon  after  lhe  heard  the 

•  1 

melancholy  news  of  her  hufband’s  death. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1749,  I  was  called  to  another 
gentlewoman,  in  the  fame  circumftances, 
overwhelmed  with  anxiety  in  confequence  of 
her  hufband’s  death,  which  had  happened 
about  two  months  before  her  labour.  I  found 
her  fo  low,  and  the  cafe  was  fo  tedious,  that 
I  was  afraid  file  had  not  ftrength  to  undergo 
the  delivery.  Yet,  by  the  management  de~ 
fcribed  above,  file  was  fafely  delivered  of  a 
weakly  child. 

I  have  attended  many  other  women  in  la¬ 
bour,  whofe  lives  were  endangered  by  great 
weaknefs,  proceeding  from  various  caufes ; 
yet,  by  fuch  management,  they  were  fafely 
delivered.  Anxiety,  misfortune,  and  difap- 
pointment,  frequently  reduced  women  in  la¬ 
bour,  to  the  verge  of  death.  Labour  is  often 
brought  on  by  frights  proceeding  from  diffe¬ 
rent  accidents,  fuch  as  that  by  fire  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  earthquake  in  the  year 
1749,  produced  feverai  cafes  of  this  kind; 
and  any  thing  that  affedts  the  pa  (lions  to  a  de¬ 
gree  of  violence  or  tranfport,  will  have  the 

fame 


266  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

fame  effect.  On  thefe  occafions,  if  the  child 
is  fmall,  delivery  is  fometimes  performed  of  a 
fudden  j  but  if  the  labour  was  begun  before 
the  patient  was  feized  with  the  emotion,  it 
commonly  went  off,  nor  did  the  pains  return 
for  a  long  time.  However,  if  thefe  frights, 
&c.  are  not  attended  with  violent  floodings, 
convulfions  or  fevers,  the  patients  generally 
recover,  though  fometimes  the  children  are 
dead.  Nay,  even  when  thofe  bad  fymptoms 
have  accompanied  the  cafe,  I  have  known 
both  mother  and  child  happily  faved. 

NUMB.  III.  C  A  S  E  I. 

.  A  t**  V  4  A- 

;  j From  Floodings.  y 

In  the  year  1735,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
near  her  full  time,  who  was  feized  with  flood¬ 
ing  and  labour,  in  confequence  of  being 
frightened  by  a  fire  which  happened  in  the 
houfe,  as  well  as  from  the  fatigue  incurred 
by  removing  the  furniture.  When  I  arrived, 
the  fire  was  extinguifhed,  and  I  found  her 
lying  upon  hay  in  a  barn,  lofing  blood  very 
faft.  The  mouth  of  the  womb  being  pretty 
largely  opened,  I  immediately  broke  the  mem¬ 
branes,  which,  with  the  waters,  were  pufhed 
down  in  every  pain,  and  the  haemorrhage 
foon  flopped  :  the  patient  was  very  cold,  from 
the  feverity  of  the  winter  feafon,  and  the 
thinnefs  of  her  covering.  While  I  praftifed 

in 
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in  the  country,  I  always  carried  in  my  poc¬ 
ket,  fame  fpii  it  of  hartfhorn,  tinfture  of  caf- 
tor,  and  liquid  laudanum,  in  feparate  bottles. 
Of  thefe,  with  the  afliftance  of  fume  brandy 
and  water,  I  compofed  a  cordial  and  anodyne 
mixture  of  which  (he  took  frequently  two  or 
three  fpoonfuls,  and  being  accommodated 
with  more  cloaths  from  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  (lie  recovered  her  natural  heat,  and  at 
laid  enjoyed  a  plentiful  fweat  and  refrefhing 
repofe.  The  pains  were  (lowly  augmented 
.with  long  intervals  :  as  her  pulfe  and  lfrength 
returned  the  labour  advanced,  and  although 
it  was  tedious,  (he  was  at  lad:  delivered.  Yet 
her  deep  was  afterwards  interrupted  by  fright¬ 
ful  dreams  of  fire  j  and  (he  often  awoke  in  a 
delirium,  fo  that  twenty  days  elapfed  before 
(he  was  out  of  danger.  She  had  luckled  her 
former  child,  but  had  no  milk  after  this 
delivery,  and  but  a  very  (mall  difcharge  of 
the  Lochia ;  thefe  evacuations  being  impeded 
by  the  difturbance  of  her  thoughts.  Her 
greateft  danger,  however,  Teeming  to  proceed 
from  weaknefs  occafioned  by  the  lofs  of  fo 
much  blood,  I  thought  the  principal  object 
of  regard  was  the  circulation,  which  was  kept 
up  by  the  cordials  and  rdtoratives ;  and  as 
flie  was  every  now  and  then  fubjeft  to  (hiver- 
ings,  and  laboured  under  a  low  weak  pulfe, 
I  prefcribed  repeated  dofes  of  the  bark  and 

the* 


263  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 


the  moderate  ufe  of  French  claret,  from  which 
Ihe  found  great  benefit. 

When  labour  is  brought  on,  and  a  flood¬ 
ing  occafioned  by  fuch  alarms,  fo  that  the 
patient  is  exhaufted  by  the  haemorrhage,  this 
is  either  diminifhed  or  entirely  carried  off  by 
breaking  the  membranes.;  and  of  late,  I 
have  frequently  fucceeded  in  floodings  that 
happened  before  labour,  by  gently  dilating 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  with  my  finger,  fo 
as  to  bring  on  the  labour-pains,  as  in  the 
following  cafe.  >  j*>OL 


CCt-t 


CASE  II. 


In  the  year  1745,  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife,  to  a  woman  feized  with  flooding  in  the 
middle  of  the  ninth  month,  though  no  vifible 
caufe  could  be  affigned  for  this  haemorrhage  ; 
and  flie  had  bore  children  before  with  very  eafy 
labours.  As  the  difcharge  was  not  fo  great 
as  to  require  immediate  affiftance,  and  her 
pulfe  was  rather  ftrong  than  otherwife,  I  or¬ 
dered  her  to  be  blooded  to  the  quantity  of 
eight  ounces,  and  to  be  kept  quiet  in  bed. 
Being  coftive  (he  received  a  glyfter,  took  fre¬ 
quently  two  fpoonfuls  of  a  mixture  compofed 
of  fix  ounces  of  the  tinTure  of  rofes,  and 
about  twenty  drops  of  liquid  laudanum.  The 
,  flooding  abated,  and  flie  refted  tolerably  well 
that  night;  but  when  file  rofe  to  have  her 

bed 
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bed  made,  fome  large  clots  were  difcharged 
with  a  little  pain,  and  the  flooding  returned, 
though  it  was  foon  reftrained  when  (lie  lay 
down  again.  In  this  condition,  (he  continu¬ 
ed  for  fcveral  days,  during  which,  upon  the 
leaft  motion,  fome  clots  or  coagula  were  forced 
off  from  the  Vagina, and  followed  by  a  frefli 
difcharge,  which,  notwithftanding  all  our 
efforts  to  encourage  her  and  fupport  her 
ftrength,  gradually  weakened  herconftitution. 
It  returned  one  evening  with  greater  violence, 
I  was  called  in  a  hurry,  when  I  found  her 
low  and  dilpirited,  and  her  friends  in  great 
anxiety  and  confternation.  I  had  previoufly 
informed  the  midwife  and  relations,  of  the 
imminent  danger  that  threatened  the  patient, 
if  the  flooding  fliould  not  abate,  or  labour 
come  on,  and  defired  that  fome  other  gentle¬ 
man  of  the  profeflion  might  be  confulted  for 
their  and  my  fatisfaflion  ;  however,  this  pro- 
pofal  they  declined.  Thus  left  to  my  own. 
difcretion,  and  feeling  the  Os  Uteri  very  Ipft, 
though  very  little  open,  I  gently  introduced 
the  tip  of  my  finger,  in  order  to  dilate  it,  and 
defired  the  patient  to  affift  my  efforts  by  drain¬ 
ing  down  wards.  This  method  being  gradu¬ 
ally  repeated  every  now  and  then,  the  parts 
were  opened  to  the  breadth  of  half  a  crown, 
and  I  produced  fome  flight  pains  that  return¬ 
ed  of  themfelves.  Notwithftanding  feveral 

attempts. 
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attempts,  I  could  not  break  the  membranes, 
until,  gradually  ftretching  the  Os  Externum 
during  every  pain,  lb  as  to  introduce  my 
hand  into  the  Vagina,  I  tried  to  advance  my 
finger  farther  up;  but  not  fucceeding,  1  in- 
finuated  the  female  catheter,  which  breaking 
through  the  Chorion  and  Amnois>  the  'waters 
were  dilcharged  in  great  quantity,  the  flood¬ 
ing  immediately  abated,  and  the  child’s  head 
was  prefled  down  upon  the  mouth  of  the 
womb.  She  now  lay  eafy  for  a  long  time, 
without  the  return  of  a  pain,  during  which 
interval,  (he  was  nouriihed  and  fupported  by 
frequently  receiving  a  little  broth.  But  being 
afraid  that  there  might  be  an  internal  flooding 
dammed  up  by  the  child’s  head,  I  defired  her 
to  force  down,  while  I  raifed  the  head  with 
my  finger,  and  accordingly  feveral  coagula 
were  difeharged  from  the  Uterus :  I  then 
thought  it  advifeable  to  bring  on  and  encou¬ 
rage  the  pains,  by  ftretching  as  before ;  and 
to  my  wilh,  the  parts  were  more  and  more 
dilated,  the  pains  grew  ftronger,  and  at  laft 
the  patient  was  fafely  delivered.  During  la¬ 
bour,  I  frequently  felt  her  pulfe,  which  in- 
ftead  of  finking,  rather  grew  ftronger. 

CASE  III. 
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In  the  year  1750,  I  was  called  to  a  woman, 
by  a  midwife,  who  told  me  that  the  patient 
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had  been  feized  with  a  violent  flooding,  but 
labour  coming  on,  the  membranes  had  broke, 
and  the  haemorrhage  was  abated  ;  but  ihe 
had  fentfor  me,  becaufe  fhe  found  the  navel- 
ftring  in  the  Vagina,  and  the  woman  was  very 
weak,  and  had  little  or  no  pains. 

Indeed  fhe  was  fo  low,  that  I  could  fcarce- 
ly  feel  her  pulfe ;  her  lips  were  pale,  and  her 
extremities  cold.  I  found  the  Funis  in  the 
Vagina ,  but  could  feel  no  pulfation :  the 
child’s  head  prefented,  but  was  kept  forwards 
to  the  Os  Pubis ,  by  the  lower  part  of  the  Pla¬ 
centa,  which  lay  along  the  Sacrum  ;  however, 
the  flooding  was  entirely  flopped. 

I  immediately  direfted  her  to  take  fome  of 
the  folution  of  portable  foup  ;  and  hot  bricks 
wrapped  in  flannel,  being  applied  to  her  feet 
and  hands,  in  about  an  hour  her  pulfe  grew 
ftronger,  her  extremities  recovered  their  natu¬ 
ral  warmth,  and  the  pains  retrned.  Find¬ 
ing  the  head  was  hindered  from  advancing, 
by  the  Placenta ,  I  brought  down  this  laft, 
and  the  patient  was  gradually  delivered  of  a 
,  fmall  dead  child;  but  fhe  continued  fo  weak, 
that  for  many  weeks  after  her  delivery,  fhe 
was  fcarce  able  to  walk  about  the  room. 

A  s  E  1V' 

In  the  year  1744, 1  was  called  by  the  friends 
of  a  gentlewoman,  who  had  been  feized  with 

a  flood- 
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a  flooding  the  preceding  night.  The  midwife 
told  me,  that  the  mouth  of  the  womb  was 
open  to  the  breadth  of  a  crown-piece;  that 
the  Placenta  prefented ;  that  the  pains  were 
very  flight  and  at  long  intervals ;  and  that 
the  flooding  was  then  more  violent  than  when 
fhe  was  called.  I  myfelf  felt  the  pulfe  was 
not  fo  weak  as  one  would  have  imagined, 
confidering  the  quantity  of  blood  fhe  had 
loft. 

In  this  patient,  who  had  formerly  bore 
children,  the  difcharge  began  to  appear  in 
the  beginning  of  the  eighth  month,  returning 
every  now  and  then,  when  fhe  ventured  to 
go  abroad  ;  but,  by  the  advice  and  afliftance 
of  another  gentleman,  who  was  now  obliged 
to  attend  another  patient,  it  had  been  kept 
within  bounds,  till  this  period,  which  was 
the  beginning  of  the  ninth  month. 

As  fhe  would  not  permit  me  to  examine, 
I  privately  advifed  the  midwife  to  introduce 
her  hand  by  degrees  into  the  Vaginay  and  fed 
all  around  for  the  edge  of  the  Placentaf  at 
which  part,  fhe  might  tear  the  membranes ; 
fhe  accordingly  felt  them  at  the  left  fide,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  the  waters  being  difcharged, 
the  child’s  head  advanced,  prefling  the  under 
part  of  the  Placenta  to  the  right  fide.  Then 
the  pains  increafed,  the  head  gradually  dilated 
the  Os  Uteri ,  and  being  fmail,  defcended 
8  ♦  *  lower 
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lower  and  lower,  fo  that  in  a  few  pains  the 
patient  was  delivered.  The  flooding  abated 
when  the  waters  were  difcharged,  and  was 
entirely  flopped  as  foon  as  the  head  plugged 
up  the  Os  Internum .  From  time  to  time,  I 
felt  her  pulfe,  which  continued  in  much  the 
fame  ftate,  or  rather  turned  ftronger;  from 
which  circumftance  I  concluded  there  was 
very  little,  if  any  internal  haemorrhage  5  and 
her  ftrength  was  kept  up  by  her  taking  fre¬ 
quently  a  tea-cup  full  of  broth,  or  wine  and 
water. 

r  A  S  E  V  " 

l  cL  II  cl  £l[i^  ,  Jlr  /^t.  c-  .  1/ 1 

In  the  year  1747,  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  a  gentlewoman,  whom  flie  had  for¬ 
merly  delivered  of  feveral  children.  This 
patient  was  taken  with  a  fmall  difcharge  of 
blood  in  the  beginning  of  the  ninth  month, 
when  I  prefcribed  vensefedlion  and  a  glyfter ; 
after  the  operation  of  which,  fhe  received  a 
paregoric  draught.  But  the  difcharge  con¬ 
tinuing  for  feveral  days,  though  in  a  fmall 
degree,  I  examined  and  found  the  mouth  of 
the  womb  very  foft,  placed  fo  high,  and 
fo  far  backwards,  'that  I  could  not  perceive 
the  Placenta  prefenting,  though  I  felt  through 
the  Vagina  and  Uterus ,  that  the  child’s  head 
refled  againfl  the  Os  Pubis .  As  the  difcharge 
did  not  weaken  the  patient,  nothing  was 

V ol.  II.  T  done, 
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done,  but  I  laid  an  injun&ion  upon  her,  to 
refrain  from  going  abroad.  In  about  eight 
or  nine  days  from  this  period,  fhe  was  at¬ 
tacked  with  labour-pains,  and  the  flooding 
increafing,  I  received  another  call,  when  I 
was  informed  by  the  midwife,  that  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  was  largely  open,  that  the  wa¬ 
ters  had  been  difcharged  immediately  before 
my  arrival,  that  the  Placenta  had  come  low 
down,  but  (he  could  feel  no  part  of  the  child. 
A  flrong  pain  immediately  fucceeding,  I  ex¬ 
amined  and  found  the  Placenta  pu  filing 
through  the  Oj  Externifin ,  and  the  delivery 
of  this  was  immediately  followed  by  that  of 
the  child,  which  was  alive,  although  the  Pla¬ 
centa  came  firflr.  The  midwife  told  me,  that 
when  fhe  found  the  Placenta  prefenting,  fhe 
was  cautious  of  touching  it  with  her  fingers, 
remembering  that  when  file  attended  my  lec¬ 
tures,  I  had  obferved,  that  the  death  of  the 
child  in  flooding-cafes,  might  be  owing  to  its 
lofing  blood  from  the  laceration  of  the  cake. 

CASE  VI.  SZ\  <*■  OW 

In  the  year  1750,  I  was  called  to  a  patient 
about  the  end  of  the  eighth  month  of  her  fe- 
cond  pregnancy.  The  midwife  told  me  the 
waters  had  been  difcharged  two  hours  before 
my  arrival,  and  the  flooding  flopped;  that 
feeling  fomething  like  a  flefliy  fubftance  come 

down. 


I'cV 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  275 

down,  (he  had  tried  to  pull  it  away,  on  the 
fuppofition  that  it  was  a  falfe  conception, 
and  that  thefe  attempts  were  followed  by  a 
large  quantity  of  blood.  This  fubftance, 
upon  examination,  I  found  to  be  the  Place?ita 
low  down  at  the  Os  Externum ,  and  Aiding 
my  finger  betwixt  it  and  the  Os  Pubis ,  I  felt 
the  child’s  head.  During  the  next  pain,  file 
was  delivered  of  the  Placenta ,  which  was 
much  lacerated,  and  a  dead  child.  I  have 
been  concerned  in  many  cafes,  where  the 
flooding,  when  inconfiderable,  was  eafily 
flopped,  and  the  woman  proceeded  to  the 
full  time. 

-  t  * 

Ut  J*  ■  CASE  VII.  . 

From  Mr.  E .  W.  dated  T.  W.  1747,  with  my 

anfwer. 

* 

Some  time  ago,  I  was  fent  for  to  a  woman  /,<  c ..  ;  . 
after  the  midwife  had  made  ufe  of  all  her  art  -  >  *'  1 

to  no  effe£t :  upon  enquiry,  I  found  fhe  had 
✓  not  gone  her  full  time,  the  membranes  were 
broke,  and  there  had  been,  and  ftill  was,  a 
profufe  flooding.  On  touching,  I  could  find 
no  Os  Pincce.  I  then  introduced  my  hand, 
with  fome  difficulty,  through  the  Os  Exter- 
num ,  but  could  not  readily  meet  with  the  Os 
Pinery  being  oppofed  by  a  foft  flefhy  fub¬ 
ftance,  which  I  took  for  the  Placenta ,  and 
which  proved  to  be  fo,  as  I  afterwards  found 

T  2  *  it. 
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it.  The  child  lying  fo  high,  and  being  hin¬ 
dered  by  the  Placenta ,  I  could  not  get  my 
hand  beyond  the  Os  Internum ,  to  feel  the 
child,  which  put  me  to  a  ftand.  However, 
having  taken  out  my  hand,  I  kept  my  coun¬ 
tenance  as  well  as  I  could,  and  advifed  the 
woman  to  be  of  good  cheer.  Now  from  the 
great  effufion  of  blood,  together  with  the 
foregoing  circumftances,  I  thought  it  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary  to  attempt  her  delivery,  by 
opening  the  contracted  parts,  and  turning 
the  child;  but  I  had  no  fooner  fat  down  be¬ 
fore  her,  than,  providentially,  fhe  had  a 
ftrong  pain  or  two,  and  to  my  great  furprife, 
the  child  was  brought  into  the  world  [the 
Placenta  coming  rirftj  inclofed  .within  its 
membranes.  This  plainly  convinced  me  of 
the  error  of  fome  who  have  afferted,  that  the 
Placenta  always  adheres  to  the  Fundus  Uteri, 
feeing,  in  this  cafe,  it  was  the  reverfe.  With 
regard  to  this  cafe,  the  information  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  receive  is  this :  fuppofe  the  child 
had  not  been  born  as  it  was,  whether  I  fhould 
have  endeavoured  to  pafs  by  the  Placenta ,  or 
extracted  it  before  the  child  ?  and  fuppofe 
part  of  the  Os  Pin  ere  is  covered  with  part  of 
the  Placenta ,  how  to  a£t  ? 


Vide  Collect.  XXXIIi.  No.  II.  Cafe  III. 
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Anfwer  to  thefe  Queries. 


Ctn&vr1'1  / 
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I  had  a  cafe  of  pretty  near  the  fame  kind  ; 
the  Placenta  adhered  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
Uterus ,  and  as  the  Os  Uteri  began  to  ftretch, 
that  part  feparated  from  the  Placenta ,  and 
then  a  fmall  flooding  began.  When  I  was 
called,  the  patient  had  fome  labour-pains, 
and  on  examining,  I  found  the  Os  Internum 
open  about  the  breadth  of  half  a  crown,  and 
the  Placenta  preffed  a  little  down  into  it ;  as 
the  difcharge  was  not  great,  and  the  woman 
ftrong,  I  delayed  to  deliver  until  the  Os  Inter¬ 
num  fhould  be  more  open.  Some  hours  after 
this,  I  was  again  called,  the  flooding  was 
pretty  violent,  I  found  the  Os  Internum  fully 
opened,  and  the  Placenta  fully  prefenting;  I 
laid  the  woman  on  her  back,  with  her  thighs 
raifed,  then  introduced  my  hand  into  the  Va¬ 
gina,  paffed  by  the  Placenta  into  the  Uterus , 
broke  the  membranes,  and  delivered  the  child 
by  the  feet,  by  which  means  I  prevented  the 
Placenta  from  coming  down  firft.  The  child 
was  alive,  becaufe  part  of  the  Placenta  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  lower  fide  of  the  Uterus . ,  I  have 
had  cafes  where  the  Placenta  has  come  down  lc v  • 
into  the  Vagina  before  the  child’s  head,  and 
was -obliged  to  deliver  it  firft;  but  in  fuch 
cafes  the  child  is  commonly  dead.  It  appears, 

T  3  in 
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in  your  cafe,  that  the  Os  Internum  had  been 
fully  open,  that  the  Placenta  filled  all  the  up- 
per  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  that  the  child  being 
fmall,  and  the  Placenta  detached,  they  all 
flipped  along  with  eafe,  and  were  fo  fuddenly 
delivered. 


In  the  year  1743,  I  was,  about  five  in  the 


/  * 
y  r  / 


afternoon,  called  by  Mr.  Burnet ,  to  a  woman 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  eighth  month,  who, 
the  preceding  night,  had  been  taken  with  a 
large  haemorrhage  of  the  Uterus ,  and  had, 
every  now  and  then,  fome  flight  pains.  Feel¬ 
ing  the  Os  Uteri  a  little  open,  and  the  Pla¬ 
centa  preferring,  I  advifed  him  to  dilate  gently, 
during  every  pain,  and  as  foon  as  he  could 
reach  the  edge  of  the  Placenta ,  to  break  the 
membranes.  This  he  effected  in  a  few  pains : 
the  waters  were  no  fooner  discharged  than  the 
flooding  ceafed  ;  and  the  pains  growing 
ftronger,  pufhed  down  the  child’s  head,  which 
gradually  dilated  the  Os  Uteri.  But  as  it 
pafled,  the  detached  part  of  the  Placenta  was 
forced  down  with  it,  and  actually  tore  from 
the  reft,  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  before  the 
child  was  delivered.  We  now  expeCted  the 
child  would  be  loft,  from  this  laceration,  but 
contrary  to  our  expectation,  it  was  alive,  and 
did  well ;  the  mother  alfo  recovered,  though 
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flie  had  loft  a  great  deal  of  blood,  and  had 
fainting  fits  before  1  was  called. 


Communicated  by  Mr. 

F — .  i7J* 


CASE  IX. 


dated  at 


I  was  called  to  a  woman  who  had  gone 
her  full  time,  and  had  for  three  or  four  days 
been  troubled  with  a  flooding  which  then  in- 
creafed. 

I  immediately  took  ten  ounces  of  blood 
from  her  arm,  and  prefcribed  an  opiate,  that 
laid  her  quiet  about  three  hours,  during  which 
the  flooding  abated.  But  when  fhe  awoke 
and  began  to  ftir,  it  returned,  though  not  to 
fo  violent  a  degree. 

In  the  afternoon,  I  was  allowed  to  examine, 
and  found  the  Os  Internum  very  thin,  dilated 
to  the  breadth  of  a  fixpence :  but  as  the 
flooding  feemed  to  increafe  towards  night,  I 
ordered  cloths  dipped  in  cold  oxycrate  to  be 
laid  over  the  Abdomen ;  this  application  being 
twice  repeated,  the  flooding  intirely  ceafed, 
labour-pains  came  on,  in  lefs  than  an  hour 
(he  was  delivered  of  a  live  female  child,  and 
both  did  well. 


T  4 
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NUMB.  IV.  C  A  S  E  I. 

From  Looseness. 

In  Augufl  1734,  Bilious  cholics,  attended 
with  vomiting  and  loofenefs,  being  epidemi¬ 
cal,  I  was  called  to  feveral  women  labouring 
under  thefe  complaints,  at  different  times  of 
pregnancy,  and  they  were  generally  removed 
by  waffling  the  ffomach  and  inteftines  with 
warm  water,  and  afterwards  preferibing 
opiates.  One  cafe,  however,  was  more  ob- 
ftinate.  I  was  called  to  a  woman,  who  had 
been  exhaufted  and  weakened  by  evacuations, 
for  the  fpace  of  twelve  hours  before  my  arri¬ 
val.  I  was  told  by  the  midwife,  that  fhe 
was  in  labour  of  her  firft  child,  though  fhe 
wanted  about  three  weeks  of  the  full  time: 
but  I  was  not  allowed  to  examine ;  a  circum- 
ffance  at  that  time  of  little  confequence;  be- 
caufe,  whether  (he  was,  or  was  not  in  labour, 
the  firft  intention  was  to  carry  off  the  vomit¬ 
ing  and  loofenefs,  and  recruit  her  loff  ffrength 
and  fpirits  with  all  potfible  expedition.  I 
immediately  ordered  her  to  fwallow  large 
draughts  of  mutton-broth,  which  I  found 
ready  made,  mixed  with  warm  water,  and 
thefe  being  thrown  up  at  feveral  times  with 
little  (training,  (he  took  thirty  drops  of  liquid 
laudanum  in  a  glafs  of  brandy  and  water  $  but 
this  being  immediately  rejected  by  her  ffo¬ 
mach, 
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mach,  I  gave  her  half  the  quantity  of  the 
laudanum  in  a  little  broth,  and  applied  to  her 
ftomach,  a  piece  of  brown  paper  moiftened 
alfo  with  the  laudanum ;  file  now  began  to  be 
gradually  relieved  of  the  pain,  vomiting  and 
loofenefs,  10  that  I  was  permitted  to  examine 
and  found  the  mouth  of  the  womb  thick  and 
foft,  opened  to  the  breadth  of  a  crown-piece; 

I  likewife  felt  the  membranes,  waters,  and 
child’s  head.  The  complaints  beginning  to 
return,  I  repeated  the  lad  dofe,  and  in  about 
half  an  hour  after  file  had  taken  it,  file  fell 
into  a  found  deep,  which  lafted  feveral  hours, 
and  awoke  very  much  refrefhed,  her  com¬ 
plaints  being  entirely  removed.  All  that  day, 
file  felt  no  labour-pains,  and  as  Ihe  was  very 
weak,  I  directed  her  to  take  frequently  a  fmall  • 
draught  of  pretty  ftrong  chicken  broth,  by 
which  die  was  gradually  recruited.  She  dept 
well  that  night,  and  in  the  morning  was  taken 
in  labour,  which  proved  tedious  and  linger¬ 
ing;  though  (he  was  at  lad:  delivered  of  a 
large  child  which  was  dead,  and  in  about  fix 
weeks  die  was  perfectly  recovered. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1743,  I  was  called  to  a  gentle¬ 
woman  attacked  by  a  violent  fuperpurgation, 
in  confequence  of  having  caught  cold,  by 
fitting  in  an  open  chaife  in  rainy  weather, 

when 
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when  'file  was  eight  months  gone  in  her  fe- 
cond  pregnancy.  She  had  been  exhaufted  by 
the  evacuation  the  preceding  day  and  night, 
during  which  fhe  enjoyed  no  repofe,  and  in 
the  morning,  when  I  was  called,  I  found 
her  pulfe  weak  and  flow,  and  her  extremi¬ 
ties  cold;  and  Ihe  told  me,  that  in  ftraining 
upon  the  flool,  flie  had  fomething  like  labour- 
pains.  I  immediately  prefcribed  the  following 
bolus  and  draught. 

R  Theriac .  Andrcmach .  3ij.  fumend .  cum  haujlu 
fequenti . 

R  Aq.  Cinamon .  Simp  Nuc.  Mo f chat.  Li¬ 

quid .  Laudan.  gut.  v.  Syr.  c  M.econio  3ij.  M. 

I  directed  her  to  drink  plentifully  of  white- 
wine  whey,  and  ordered  warm  bricks  wrap¬ 
ped  in  flannel,  to  be  applied  to  her  legs  and 
arms,  in  order  to  reflore  the  natural  heat,  to 
promote  a  fwear,  and  encourage  reft.  In 
the  mean  time,  1  examined  and  found  the  Os 
Uteri  largely  open,  and  the  head  prefenting; 
and  by  feeling  the  hairy  fcalp,  perceived  the 
membranes  were  broke.  In  confequence  of 
what  I  had  prefcribed,  her  extremities  be¬ 
came  warmer,  her  pulfe  rofe,  fhe  fell  into  a 
breathing  fw>eat,  .and  flept  three  hours :  but 
being  waked  by  a  pain  and  frefh  ftraining,  I 
ordered  her  to  take  half  the  quantity  of  the 
former  prefeription,  by  which  (he  was  again 
relieved,  dropt  afleep,  and  when  fhe  waked  in 
y,  x  the 
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the  evening,  was  quite  free  from  the  pain, 
griping  and  (training,  though  (till  very  weak 
and  feeble.  To  obviate  this  complaint,  I  di¬ 
rected  her  to  take  every  now  and  then,  fome 
red  burnt  wine,  with  nutmeg  and  toaft,  and 
in  the  intervals  chicken-broth.  She  continu¬ 
ed  eafy  the  night  following :  when  I  called 
next  day,  fhe  told  me  (lie  had  fome  (light 
pains,  and  I  found  the  child’s  head  lower  in 
the  Pelvis .  The  pains  increafed,  and  in  two 
hours  after  I  arrived,  the  child  was  delivered. 

I  have  often  known  in  fuch  cafes  premature 
labour-pains  vanifh,  and  the  woman  proceed 
to  her  full  time. 

NUMB.  V.  CASE  I. 

From  Convulsions. 

In  the  year  1746,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
by  a  midwife,  who  told  me,  that  the  labour 
had  proceeded  very  well :  that  the  membranes 
had  not  broke  until  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
was  largely  opened :  but  that  the  head  was 
no  fooner  forced  into  the  upper  part  of  the 
Pelvis ,  than  the  patient  was  thrown  into 
violent  convulfions,  which  went  off  and 
returned  with  every  pain.  She  was  a  ftrong 
young  woman,  of  a  florid  complexion.  This 
was  her  firft  child :  her  pulfe  being  full, 
hard  and  quick,  ten  ounces  of  blood  were 
immediately  taken  from  her  arm :  the  con¬ 
vulfions 
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vulfions  abated  every  pain  until  they  went  oft 
entirely,  and  in  about  an  hour  after  they  left 
her,  Ihe  was  fafely  delivered. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1747,  a  woman  in  her  third 
pregnancy,  near  her  full  time,  being  taken 
with  a  giddinefs  which  was  immediately  fol¬ 
lowed  by  thong  convulfions,  I  was  called  by 
the  midwife,  and  examining  in  time  of  a 
convulfion,  found  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
open,  and  the  convulfion  forcing  down  the 
membranes  and  waters,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  they  are  ufually  preffed  down  by  the  labour- 
pains.  She  was  infenfible,  and  thefe  fits  re¬ 
turned  every  fix  or  eight  minutes.  Her  pulfe 
being  very  quick  and  full,  I  ordered  her  to 
be  blooded  to  the  quantity  of  ten  ounces,  and 
a  blifter  to  be  applied  to  her  back.  In  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  remedies,  the  convulfions  aba¬ 
ted  and  foon  went  off,  but  file  was  ftill  infen¬ 
fible,  and  incapable  of  fwallowing  any  kind 
of  liquid.  The  friends  being  averfe  to  my 
delivering  her,  I  defired,  that,  in  cafe  the  con¬ 
vulfion  fhould  return,  I  might  be  immediate¬ 
ly  called  in  order  to  deliver  her,  otherwife  fhe 
would  certainly  be  loft.  My  prognoftic  was 
literally  verified:  for  in  about  an  hour  after  I 
went  away,  they  returned  with  fuch  violence, 
that  fhe  expired  before  I  could  reach  the  houfe, 

but 
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but  the  child  was  delivered  during  one  of  the 

fits. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  I  attended  feve- 
ral  patients  who  were  attacked  in  this  manner, 
near  their  full  time  5  fame  of  whom  were  re¬ 
lieved  by  blooding  and  bliftering,  and  went 
on  to  the  ufual  period  :  while  others,  with 
whom  this  method  did  not  fucceed,  were, 
with  the  children,  hived  by  immediate  deli¬ 
very.  Other  practitioners  had  cafes  of  this 
kind,  during  the  fame  time,  fo  that  they  feem 
to  have  proceeded  from  the  conftitution  of 
the  weather.  Vid.  Vol.  III.  Coiiedt,  XXXIII. 
No.  III.  J 

.  t.  *  I  » 

CASE  III. 

Communicated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mudge> 
dated  at  Plymouth ,  1748. 

In  the  morning  he  blooded  a  woman  In 
the  ninth  month  of  pregnancy,  who  com¬ 
plained  of  a  violent  head-ach.  He  was  again 
called  in  the  evening,  when  fhe  was  feized 
with  convulfions,  for  which  he  prefcribed  a 
glyfter,  biiilers,  a  nervous  mixture,  and 
drops.  At  nine,  the  fits  became  more  violent 
and  continued  longer  $  and  concluding  that 
immediate  delivery  was  abfolutely  necdTary 
to  fave  her  life,  lie  examined  by /the  touch; 
then  putting  the  patient  in  a  proper  portion, 
he  introduced  his  hand  into  the  Vaginay  and 

tried 
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tried  to  dilate  the  Os  Uteri ,  which  was  very 
rigid,  fcarce  fo  open  as  to  admit  a  quill,  and 
at  firft  very  difficult  to  be  diftinguifhed.' 

After  feveral  unfuccefsful  trials  with  his 
finger,  he  was  obliged  to  defift,  in  hope  that 
it  might  be  better  difpofed  to  dilate  by  next 
morning,  before  which  time,  however,  he 
was  twice  called  in  the  night,  found  her  in 
continual  convulfions,  and  no  alteration  in 
the  parts.  About  noon,  next  day,  he  vifited 
and  found  her  convulfed  without  intermiffion, 
though  the  force  of  the  fits  had  not  dilated 
the  Os  Uteri  in  the  leaft,  neither  could  her 
mouth  be  opened,  fo  as  to  receive  any  medi¬ 
cine.  At  feven  in  the  evening  he  was  called 
in  a  great  hurry,  when  the  midwife  told  him, 
that  now  the  child’s  head  was  in  the  paflage. 
He  could  fcarce  believe  this  information, 
which,  however,  he  found  literary  true,  and 
fent  for  his  forceps  to  affift  in  the  delivery  : 
but  juft  as  he  was  about  to  apply  them,  the 
head  was  forced  out  by  the  convulfions ;  he 
then  delivered  the  body,  and  afterwards  ex¬ 
tracted  the  Placentdy  and  the  convulfions  im¬ 
mediately  abated. 

N  U  M  B.  VI.  CASE  I. 

From  Fevers. 

In  the  month  of  March  1729,  which,  in 
the  country  where  I  then  refided,  was  remark¬ 
able 
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able  for  a  pleuritic  fever  that  was  epidemical, 
and  often  proved  mortal  if  the  patient  was 
not  plentifully  blooded  at  the  firft  attack,  I 
was  called  to  a  gentlewoman  in  the  feventh 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  who  had  bore  feve- 
ral  children.  She  was  fuddenly  feized  with 
violent  flitches  in  her  right  fide,  and  a 
great  difficulty  in  breathing,  for  which 
file  immediately  loft  ten  ounces  of  blood. 
From  other  patients  attacked  with  the  fame 
difeafe,  I  had  taken  twenty  ounces,  and 
by  repeating  this  evacuation  once  or  twice, 
had  frequently  carried  off  the  inflamma¬ 
tion  and  fever,  while  thofe  who  were 
blooded  too  fparingly  or  too  late,  funk 
under  the  difeafe;  but  I  would  not  venture  to 
bleed  this  patient  to  fuch  a  quantity,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  her  condition.  Neverthelefs,  as  the 
fymptoms  were  alleviated,  though  not  re¬ 
moved  by  the  firft  venaefedtion,  I  followed  Sy- 
denhams  method  in  prefcribing  plenty  of  dilu¬ 
ents,  and  next  morning  repeated  the  blooding, 
to  the  fame  quantity.  Upon  my  firft  arrival, 
I  had  fent  for  an  eminent  phyfician  who  lived 
at  fome  diftance,  and  he  approved  of  what  I 
had  done,  advifing,  that  as  it  would  be  ha¬ 
zardous  to  take  a  large  quantity  at  once  from 
a  per  Ion  in  her  condition,  fhe  might  be  blood¬ 
ed  the  oftener;  and  this  method  being  fol- 

*  o 

lowed,  in  two  pr  three  days,  relieved  all  her 

complaints. 
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complaints,  having  prevented  a  fuppuration, 
perhaps  a  mortification  of  the  Pleura.  Though 
much  exhaufted  by  thefe  evacuations,  (he 
gradually  recovered  ftrength  enough  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  her  pregnancy,  and  in  a  fortnight  af¬ 
ter  her  recovery,  was  fafely,  though  prema¬ 
turely,  delivered  of  a  weak  child,  which  did 
not  long  furvive  the  birth. 

CASE  II. 

,  / 

In  the  year  1746,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
in  the  ninth  month  of  her  fourth  pregnancy, 
who  was  feized  with  a  violent  fever,  in  confe- 
quence  of  having  caught  cold.  She  complain¬ 
ed  of  a  racking  head-ach,  was  between  whiles 
delirious,  and  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  fever, 
when  I  was  called,  fell  into  labour.  I  felt 
her  pulfe,  which  was  quick,  low,  and  inter¬ 
mitting  ;  file  laboured  under  a  Subfultus  'Pen - 
dinum>  and  was  in  a  little  time  delivered  of  a 
very  weak  child  that  foon  died :  her  delivery 
was  attended  with  inconfiderable  difcharges, 
and  (lie  expired  that  fame  evening. 

I  have  attended  in  many  cafes,  at  different 
periods  of  pregnancy,  in  the  beginning,  in- 
creafe,  heightb,  and  declenfion  of  fevers,  and 
the  patient  commonly  recovered,  if  mifcarri- 
age  or  delivery  happened  at  the  beginning  or 
declenfion,  provided  the  difcharges  were  not 
extraordinary  5  but  when  the  fever  was  vio¬ 
lent 


.CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  289 

lent  and  at  the  heighth,  the  patient  ufually 
died:  and  the  child  was  frequently  dead  when 
delivered  in  the  decline  of  the  fever. 

N  U  M  B.  VI I.  CASE  I. 

From  the  Small-Pox. 

The  obfervations  I  have  made  on  fevers> 
will  alfo  hold  good  in  the  fm a  11- pox. 

In  the  year  17495  I  delivered  a  gentlewo¬ 
man  who  had  the  confluent  fmalbpox  in  the 
fifth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  from  which 
file  recovered,  and  proceeded  to  the  full  time. 
No  marks  of  the  diflemper  appeared  upon  the 
child,  which  had  not  been  dead  many  days 
before  delivery  ;  but  the  head  was  dropfical, 
and  could  not  be  protruded  by  the  pains,  un¬ 
til  the  water  was  difcharged  by  perforation. 

C  A  S  E  II.  * 

Mr.  Cook,  who  attended  me  in  the  year 
3752,  communicated  the  following  cafe,  an 
account  of  which  he  received  from  the  coun¬ 
try.  A  gentlewoman  at  Cfweftry  in  Shrop - 
jhire,  aged  twenty-eight,  was  in  the  feventh 
month  of  pregnancy,  on  the  24th  day  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  feized  with  the  fymptoms  of  the  fmall- 
pox,  and  on  the  28th,  the  eruption  appeared 
very  thick  and  very  fmalh  A  phyfician  from 
Shrewfbury  being  called,  found  them  of  the 
confluent  kind,  with  petechial  fpots,  and 

Vol.  II.  U  prefcribed 
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prefcribed  DecoB.  Cort .  Peruv .  cum  Elix.  Vi¬ 
triol.  et  PinB.  Rofar .  pro  potu  communi .  She 
recovered  of  this  diforder,  and  was  on  the 
29th  of  April  following,  delivered  of  a  dead 
child,  upon  whofe  body  the  eruptions  appear¬ 
ed  to  have  been  about  the  crifis. 


\ 
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COLLECTION  XIX. 

Of  circumvolutions  and  knots  of  the  Funis 
Umbilicalis,  contraftions  of  the  Uterus 
before  the  fhoulders,  &c. 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  L 

Of  Circumvolutions. 

Vide  Tab.  IX. 

♦ 

In  the  year  1750,  I  was  called  to  a  gentle¬ 
woman  in  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  by 
Mrs.  Canon ,  who  told  me  the  labour  had  been 
very  tedious:  the  head  had  been  advanced  to 
the  Os  Externum  for  near  two  hours,  but  was 
drawn  up  again  after  every  pain. 

The  patient  being  averfe  to  my  examining, 
I  advifed  the  midwife  to  introduce  a  finger  or 
two  in  the  Return  during  a  ftrong  pain,  when 
the  head  was  low  down,  and  preffing  againft 
the  forehead  at  the  root  of  the  nofe,  keep  the 
head  in  that  pofition  for  a  few  pains.  By  this 
method  the  patient  was  foon  delivered  of  a 
dead  child,  round  whofe  neck  the  Funis  was 
four  times  circumvoluted. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1745, 1  attended  a  gentlewoman 
in  labour  of  her  firft  child,  whofe  Os  Uteri 
dilated  with  the  membranes  and  waters,  in  a 
flow  and  gradual  manner,  until  it  was  fully 

U  2  opened, 
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opened,  when  the  membranes  protruding  to 
the  Os  Externum ,  were  broke ;  then  the  head 
came  down  to  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis ,  and 
being  pufhed  farther  in  time  of  a  ftrong  pain, 
it  was  drawn  back  to  the  fame  place,  as  the 
pain  abated,  and  continued  to  advance  and 
retreat  in  this  manner  for  feveral  hours ;  fo 
that  the  patient  was  very  much  fatigued,  and 
her  friends  began  to  be  very  uneafy. 

That  I  might  examine  more  narrowly,  I 
began  to  dilate  and  open  gently  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num  during  every  pain,  until  I  could  eafily 
introduce  my  fingers  all  round  the  lower  part 
of  the  child’s  head,  fo  as  to  perceive  that  the 
delivery  was  not  retarded  by  the  largenefs  of 
the  head,  or  the  fmallnefs  of  the  Pelvis ,  nei¬ 
ther  could  it  be  delayed  by  the  contraction  of 
the  Uterus  before  the  (boulders,  becaufe  the 
head  began  to  be  drawn  upwards,  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  membranes  broke;  and  the 
contraction  feldom  happens,  until  all  the  wa¬ 
ters  aie  difcharged.  From  thefe  circum- 
itances,  I  concluded  that  the  difficulty  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  circumvolutions  of  the  Funis 
Umbilicalis  round  the  neck  of  the  child.  The 
left  ear  of  the  Foetus  was  to  the  left  groin  of 
the  woman,  and  its  right  ear  to  her  right  fide 
betwixt  the  Sacrum  and  the  Ifchium>  the  fore¬ 
head  being  to  the  left. 


I  re- 
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I  refolved  to  a  flirt  in  bringing  the  head 
lower,  and  keeping  it  fot  with  the  help  of  the 
forceps,  had  it  continued  much  longer  in  that 
fituation;  but  as  fhe  had  every  now  and  then 
a  rtrorsg  pain,  I  firrt  tried  what  might  be  ef¬ 
fected  by  different  pofitions,  and  dirt  died  her 
to  bear  the  pains,  Handing,  fitting,  kneeling, 
lying  on  one  fide,  or  refting  on  the  bed,  in  a 
poffure  between  fitting  and  lying.  This  laft 
was  the  moft  fuccefsful,  and  in  three  or  four 
ftrong  pains,  the  head,  though  frill  retraced, 
advanced  lower  and  lower,  and  began  to  di¬ 
late  the  Os  Externum .  But  obferving  that  it 
made  another  flop,  I  introduced  two  fingers 
into  the  Re  Bum,  when  it  was  pufhed  down 
by  a  ftrong  pain,  and  prefling  them  againft 
the  lower  part  of  the  forehead,  kept  it  down 
and  prevented  the  head  from  returning,  un¬ 
til  the  return  of  the  next  pain.  I  continued 
this  method,  in  confequence  of  which,  the 
head  advanced  farther  and  farther,  and  a  (lift¬ 
ed  the  delivery  of  it,  by  raifing  the  forehead 
upwards  with  an  half  round  turn  from  the 
lower  part  of  the  Os  Externum .  The  woman 
was  foon  delivered,  and  the  Funis  was  found 
three  times  round  the  neck,  and  once  round 
the  arms  of  the  child. 

Thehintofaffiftingin  this  manner,  I  found 
in  Mr.  Qul<£ s  treatife,  publiftied  in  the  year 
1742,  and  I  have  frequently  followed  it  with 

U  3  fuccefs. 
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fuccefs,  when  the  forehead  was  come  down 
to  the  Os  Coccygis ;  but  when  it  advances  hill 
lower,  1  withdraw  my  fingers  from  th zRettum, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  contufion  of  that  part, 
as  well  of  the  Vagina ,  and  prefs  with  my 
fingers  on  the  external  parts,  and  on  each 
fide  of  the  Coccyx .  Care,  however,  muft  be 
taken  to  avoid  the  eyes  in  this  prefTure, 
etherwife  they  will  be  afterwards  inflamed. 

I  mrl  obferve,  that  this  afiiftance  is  not 
to  be  ufed,  except  when  the  head  comes  low 
down,  without  continuing  to  ftretch  the  Os 
Externum ;  for  although  it  is  retraced  after 
every  pain,  yet  if,  by  advancing  a  little  in  the 
time  of  the  pain,  it  dilates  the  part,  fuch 
gradual  dilation  is  much  more  fafe  for  the 
woman,  than  a  fudden  diftention,  by  which 
the  parts  are  in  danger  of  being  inflamed  or 
lacerated. 

CASES  III.  and  IV. 

•  I  have  in  this  manner  affifted  in  a  few 
cafes,  where  delivery  was  retarded  by  the 
fnortnefs  of  the  Fanis,  particularly  in  the  year 
1 744,  when  the  patient  was  delivered  by  the 
forceps,  and  in  the  year  1750,  when  the  wo¬ 
man  was  delivered  by  the  labour-pains,  aflifl:- 
ed  in  the  manner  defcribed  above :  in  this 
lafl:  cafe  the  Funis  was  not  above  two  hands 
breadth  long,  though  very  thick. 


Mauriceau , 
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Mauricean ,  in  p.  336,  and  Obferv .  406, 
relates  an  inftance  of  his  having  delivered  a 
woman  of  her  firft  child,  whofe  navel-ftring 
was  extremely  fhort,  and  as  thick  as  its  arm. 
The  child  had  been  dead  feveral  days  before 
delivery. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  when  la¬ 
bour  is  retarded  by  the  (hortnefs  or  circum¬ 
volution  of  the  Funis ,  the  retraction  or  draw¬ 
ing  back  of  the  head,  does  not  begin  to  be 
perceived  until  it  is  low  in  the  Pelvis ,  where¬ 
as  it  is  fooner  obfervable,  when  owing  to  the 
contraction  of  the  Uterus  before  thefhoulders. 

The  head  is  alfo  low  down,  before  it  can 
be  retarded  by  one  of  the  Ihoulders  refting 
above  the  Os  Pubis  or  Sacrum ,  inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  towards  the  lides  at  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis  . 

NUMB,  II.  CASE  I, 

'  > 

Of  Knots. 

Vide  Tab.  XXIX. 

In  the  year  1744,  my  attendance  was  be^ 

.  fpoke  to  a  woman,  who  imagined  herfelf  in 
labour  about  the  end  of  the  eighth  month. 
This,  however,  was  no  other  than  a  colicky 
pain,  proceeding  from  coftivenefs,  of  which 
fhe  was  relieved  by  a  glyfler. 

In  a  fortnight  after  this  vifit,  I  was  called, 
and  found  the  membranes  had  broke  ;  the 
waters  were  of  a  brownifh  colour  and  mor- 

U  4  tiffed 1 
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tified  fmeli :  the  labour  was  lingering,  and  the 
child,  when  delivered,  of  a  livid  hue:  the 
fcarf-fkin  was  eafily  ftripped  off,  the  Abdomen 
tumefied,  and  the  Funis  fwelled  and  livid, 
about  ten  hand  breadths  long,  with  a  tight 
drawn  knot  on  the  middle. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1747,  I  attended  another  pa¬ 
tient  in  a  lingering  labour,  and  delivered  her 
of  a  live  child,  though  there  was  a  loofe  knot 
on  the  Funis ,  which  was  very  long. 

CASE  lit 

In  the  year  1748, 1  a  (lifted  in  a  cafe,  where 
the  Funis  being  nine  hand-breadths  long,  had 
a  loofe  knot  on  it,  and  was  twifted  round  the 
neck  of  the  child,  which,  was  dead  5  though 
I  believe  its  death  did  not  proceed  from  the 
knot  or  circumvolution,  which  were  very 
loofe,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  labour, 
which  was  very  lingering,  the  head  being 
fqueezed  to  a  great  length,  and  the  brain  too 
long  comprefted  in  a  narrow  Pelvis . 

NUMB.  III.  CASE  I. 

Of  contractions  of  the  Uterus  before  the 
fhoulders,  and  thefe  laft  refting  above  the 
Pubis  or  Sacrum. 

Vide  Tab.  XIV. 

In  the  year  1745,  I  difcovered  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cafe,  that  labours  are  often  rendered 

tedious 
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tedious  and  lingering  by  the  lower  part  of 
the  Uterus  contracting  before  the  fhoulders, 
when  the  membranes  break  and  the  waters 
are  too  foon  evacuated  :  this  contradlion  not 
only  keeps  up  the  body  of  the  child,  but 
fometimes  prevents  the  fhoulders  from  turn¬ 
ing  from  the  upper  part  of  the  Pubis  to  the 
fide  of  the  Pelvis  where  it  is  vvidefh  I  was 
called  by  a  midwife  to  a  woman  thirty-five 
years  of  age,  in  labour  of  her  firfl  child,  the 
membranes  having  been  broke  a  long  time. 

I  found  the  head  prefented  almoft  as  low  as 
the  middle  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  that  the  Os  In¬ 
ternum  was  fully  open,  and  the  pains  firong 
and  frequent,  yet  the  head  did  not  advance, 
but  receded  a  little  after  every  pain,  a  circum- 
ftance  which  at  firfl:  I  imputed  to  the  Funis . 

Finding  the  woman  very  uneafy  and  her 
friends  importunate,  I  amufed  them  with  a 
palatable  mixture,  of  which  I  diredfed  the 
patient  to  take  two  fpoonfuls  every  half  hour, 
my  intention  being  to  gam  time  :  for  I  felt 
the  child’s  ear  at  the  upper  part  of  the  Pubisy 
the  head  was  fmall  and  very  little  engaged  in 
the  Pelvis ,  and  I  could  forefee  nothing  dan¬ 
gerous  in  the  cafe.  I  accordingly  took  my 
leave,  after  having  allured  them  (he  was  in  a 
fair  way,  and  would  in  a  little  time  be  fafely 
delivered  by  the  midwife.  In  about  two 
hours,  I  received  another  call,  and  was  told 

the 
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the  medicine  had  done  her  no  fervice.  I  like- 
wife  underftood  from  the  midwife,  that  the 
child’s  head  was  very  little  advanced,  and  that 
fhe  had  kept  her  in  an  eafy  pofition,  accord¬ 
ing  to  my  direction.  When  I  examined,  dur¬ 
ing  a  ftrong  pain,  I  found  the  head  lower 
down,  but  as  the  pain  abated,  it  was  drawn 
back  to  its  former  place  :  upon  which  I  turn¬ 
ed  her  upon  one  fide,  in  order  to  bring  down 
the  head  with  the  forceps,  but  firft  I  refolved 
to  try  what  could  be  done  by  dilating  the 
parts.  Accordingly,  placing  her  breach  to 
the  beck  fide,  I  gradually  opened  the  Os  Ex¬ 
ternum  during  every  pain,  introduced  my  hand 
up  the  Vagina ,  and  with  great  difficulty  raifed 
the  head  above  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis .  In 
pufhing  up  my  hand,  on  the  pofterior  part 
between  the  Os  Uteri  and  head,  I  felt  the  lower 
part  of  the  womb  ftrongly  contracted  round 
the  child’s  neck ;  then  by  continuing  to  pufh 
up  farther,  I  raifed  the  child,  and  gradually 
ftretched  the  contradfed  part  $  fo  that  when  I 
withdrew  my  hand,  a  ftrong  pain  immedi¬ 
ately  followed,  and  forced  down  the  head  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  in  a  few 
fubfequent  pains  the  child  was  delivered. 

Although  the  child  is  not  large,  nor  the 
Pelvis  fmall,  labour  is  frequently  retarded  by 
fuch  contractions,  when  the  membranes  are 

4  broke 
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broke  too  foon  $  fo  that  practitioners  fliould 
avoid  breaking  them,  until  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  is  fully  opened,  that  the  head,  by 
defcending  immediately  into  the  Pelvis ,  may 
plug  it  up,  and  prevent  the  waters  from  be¬ 
ing  too  foon  difcharged.  Except,  however, 
in  cafes  of  flooding,  where  the  lefs  difficulty  or 
danger  mu  ft  yield  to  the  greater,  and  the 
membranes  be  broke,  in  order  to  ftay  the 
haemorrhage. 

By  thofe  contractions,  the  child’s  head  is 
feldom  kept  up  fo  long  as  in  the  cafe  defcribed 
above,  but  is  gradually  puflied  lower  down  ; 
and  the  labour  is  more  or  lefs  lingering,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  degree  of  contraction*  and  the 
ftrength  or  weaknefs  of  the  pains.  In  a 
word,  there  is  feldom  occafion  to  affift,  until 
the  pains  fail,  as  we  (hall  obferve  in  the  la¬ 
borious  cafes. 


I 
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COLLECTION  XX. 

Of  lingering  cafes  from  the  large  fize  of  the 
child,  and  the  Hydrocephalus. 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  I. 

From  the  large  fize  of  the  child. 

Vide  Tab.  XXI.  XXVII.  and  XXVIII. 

In  the  year  1742,  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man,  whofe  friends  told  me,  fhe  had  been 
three  days  in  labour,  and  that  the  midwife, 
who  had  loft  her  opportunity,  was  keeping 
her  in  hand.  She,  however,  in  her  own  vin¬ 
dication  gave  me  to  underftand  that  fhe  had 
delivered  the  patient  twice  before;  that  the 
firft  labour  was  lingering,  and  the  child, 
which  was  fmall,  came  before  the  time;  that 
the  fecond  was  alfo  tedious,  and  the  child, 
which  was  large,  ftill-born,  becaufe  they  had 
fent  for  her  when  it  was  too  late  to  fave  it 
by  making  more  room:  that,  in  order  to  ob¬ 
viate  the  like  misfortune  upon  this  occafion, 
fhe  had  been  called  in  good  time,  and  confi- 
derably  dilated  the  parts;  but  when  the  wa¬ 
ters  were  difcharged,  the  pains  had  not  been 
ftrong  enough  to  deliver  the  child.  She  like- 
wife  affirmed,  that  when  fhe  was  called,  there 
was  no  opening  of  the  Os  Internum ,  which 
did  not  begin  till  the  preceding  night;  but 

that 
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that  the  woman  laboured  under  a  colic,  at-  • 
tended  with  a  loofenefs  which  had  been  ftopt 
by  fomething  prefcribed  by  the  apothecary, 
upon  which  the  pains  grew  Wronger  5  and 
that  flie,  the  midwife,  had  loft  no  time,  but 
tried  all  the  different  pofitions,  and  dilated 
the  parts  during  every  pain.  Indeed,  the 
loofenefs  had  exhaufted  the  patient,  and  fhe 
was  moreover  fatigued  by  this  unfkilful  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  midwife,  who  was  extremely 
ignorant,  had  never  received  the  leaft  inftruc- 
tion,  and  feemed  incapable  of  profiting  by 
her  miftakes  in  praftice. 

When  I  firft  examined,  I  found  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  pretty  largely  opened,  but  thick 
and  dwelled  $  the  external  parts  were  likewife 
tumefied  and  inflamed.  I  afterwards,  during 
another  pain,  felt  the  head  prefenting,  though 
very  lvgh  up.  Her  pulfe  being  low  and  quick, 

I  diredted  the  attendants  to  put  her  to  bed, 
and  keep  her  as  quiet  as  poffible.  As  (lie 
was  troubled  with  a  great  drought,  I  defired 
her  to  drink  barley-water,  and  take  now  and 
then  a  little  weak  broth,  with  toafted  bread ; 
and  laftly,  in  order  to  amufe  herfelf  and 
friends,  i  prefcribed  a  draught  of  fyrup  and 
Ample  waters  to  be  repeated  every  two  hours. 
Then  exhorting  her  to  difregard  the  trifling 
pains  fhe  had,  I  affured  her  they  would  grow 
ftrongcr,  and  aflift  the  delivery  with  better 

effect, 
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effeit,  after  fhe  fhould  have  enjoyed  a  re- 
frefhing  fleep,  Having  given  thefe  directions, 
I  took  my  leave  about  eight  in  the  morning, 
and  returning  in  the  evening,  was  informed 
that  fhe  had  flept  very  found  for  five  or  fix 
hours,  fweated  plentifully,  and  undergone 
every  now  and  then  a  fmart  pain. 

Finding  the  parts  much  fofter,  the  heat 
abated,  and  the  pains  gradually  pufhing  down 
the  head  of  the  child  into  the  Pelvis ,  I  en¬ 
couraged  the  patient,  telling  her  file  was  now 
in  a  good  way,  though,  in  confequence  of 
her  weaknefs,  her  delivery  would  require 
fome  time,  and  therefore  fhe  ought  to  exert 
her  patience.  I  likewife  privately  directed 
the  midwife  to  let  her  reft  in  bed,  and  fleep 
as  much  as  poffible,  without  fatiguing  her  by 
a  repetition  of  her  former  conduit.  But  not- 
withflanding  this  exprefs  admonition,  when  I 
was  called  early  next  morning,  I  underftood 
fhe  had  acted  diametrically  oppofite  to  my 
advice,  by  raifing  her  out  of  bed,  and  ha- 
raffing  her  in  the  manner  already  defcribed, 
fo  that  fhe  was  quite  funk  and  difpirited,  and 
the  external  parts  were  inflamed  and  fwelled 
as  before.  She  was  immediately  replaced  in 
bed,  and  a  poultice  of  bread  and  milk  being 
applied  to  the  parts,  I  waited  to  fee  the  event. 
She  flept  and  fweated  a  good  deal,  and  when 
waked  with  a  pain,  took  fome  broth,  warm 

wine 
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wine  and  water,  and  caudle  alternately,  at 
different  times,  fo  as  to  be  much  recruited 
and  refrefhed  $  the  inflammation  alfo  abated, 
upon  which  the  poultice  was  removed,  and 
the  part  cleaned  5  and  the  pains  growing 
ftronger,  fhe  was  delivered  about  noon,  of  a 
dead  child,  whofe  head  was  fqueezed  to  a 
great  length. 

I  afterwards  delivered  this  woman  three 
times,  and  the  children  were  all  uncommonly 
large,  but  by  giving  her  time,  and  keeping 
up  her  ftrength,  fhe  was  fafely  brought  to 
bed,  and  they  were  all  alive. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1725,  I  was,  in  the  evening, 
called  to  a  patient  by  the  midwife,  who  told 
me  the  woman  had  been  long  in  labour  of 
her  firft  child,  that  the  Os  Uteri  had  gra¬ 
dually  and  flowly  opened,  that  the  waters  had 
been  difcharged  a  great  many  hours,  and  that 
the  child's  head  did  not  advance. 

Upon  examination,  I  found  the  head  was 
come  down  to  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis :  and 
the  woman  being  ftrong,  with  a  quick,  full, 
hard  pulfe,  was  blooded  to  the  quantity  of 
ten  ounces.  She  wras  kept  quiet  in  bed,  and 
flept  betwixt  the  pains,  every  fecond  or  third 
of  which  was  pretty  ftrong.  I  defired  the 
midwife  to  indulge  her  with  all  poffible  reft, 

and 
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and  fend  to  me  if  fhe  ihould  turn  weaker, 
and  could  not  be  delivered  by  the  pains* 

Accordingly,  I  was  called  next  morning, 
when  I  found  the  child’s  head  advanced  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis  but  the  patient 
being  exhaufled,  and  her  pains  growing 
weaker,  I  refolved  to  deliver  by  turning  the 
child,  or  if  that  fhould  not  be  practicable,  to 
afiift  with  the  fillet  or  crochet.  I  then  did 
not  know  the  method  of  delivering  with  the 
forceps. 

After  having  gradually  opened  the  Os  Ex- 
ternum  with  rny  fingers,  I  tried  to  raife  the 
head,  and  introduce  my  hand  into  the  Uterus , 
fo  as  to  reach  the  feet :  but  the  contraction 
was  fo  great,  that  I  could  not  advance  far- 
ther  than  the  upper  part  of  the  Vagina  :  upon 
which  I  determined  to  ufe  the  fillet ;  when  a 
ftrong  pain  coming  on,  as  I  withdrew  my 
hand,  the  head  defcended  lower,  and  in  two 
more  pains,  the  woman  was  delivered  of  a 
child  whole  head  was  fqueezed  to  a  great 
length. 

By  this  method  I  have  feveral  times  fu ex¬ 
ceeded  in  fuch  cafes. 

CASE  III.  * 

In  the  fame  year,  I  was  called  to  another 
woman,  who  had  been  long  in  labour  of  her 
third  child.  When  I  firft  examined,  I  thought 

I  felt 
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I  felt  the  breech  of  the  child,  but  afterwards 
found  it  was  a  large  tumor  on  the  child’s 
head,  which  was  pretty  low  in  the  Pelvis . 
The  patient  had  been  much  fatigued  by  the 
imprudent  management  of  the  midwife,  the 
pains  had  turned  weak,  and  her  pulfe  was 
low.  I  directed  her  to  be  put  to  bed,  to  take 
fomething  warm,  and  try  to  doze  between 
the  pains.  By  this  method  her  exhaufted 
fpirits  were  recruited,  her  pains  grew  ftronger, 
I  affifted  as  in  the  preceding  cafe,  and  fhe  was 
delivered  of  a  dead  child,  with  a  large  head 
fqueezed  to  a  great  length. 

CASE  IV. 


In  the  year  1729,  I  was  called  to  a  patient, 
whom  I  had  delivered  twice  before :  in  her 
firft  labour  I  ufed  the  crotchet,  in  the  fecond 
I  tried  the  fillet,  but  without  fuccefs ;  upon 
which  I  brought  the  child  by  the  feet, 
though  I  could  not  lave  it,  became  the  head 
was  very  large. 

-Having  found  by  experience  that  feverai 
children  were  loft  by  ufing  thefe  expedients 
prematurely,  and  by  turning  the  child  when 
a  large  head  prefented  in  a  narrow  Pelvis ,  I 
refolved  to  manage  this  cafe  in  a  more  cauti¬ 
ous  manner,  and  defired  that  I  might  be  called 
in  time. 

Vol.  Ih,  v  X  Accord- 
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Accordingly,  when  I  arrived,  the  midwife 
told  me,  that  the  patient  had  not  been  fa¬ 
tigued,  and  only  once  examined ;  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  was  largely  opened,  and  the 
gentlewoman  being  of  a  weakly  conftitution, 
I  kept  her  chiefly  in  bed.  The  waters  broke 
foon  after  my  arrival;  the  labour  was  very 
tedious  from  the  largenefs  of  the  head,  which 
advanced  very  flowly  in  the  Pelvis ;  but  by 
encouraging  and  keeping  up  her  ftrength, 

fhe  was  at  laft  fafely  delivered. 

0 

CASE  V. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  I  attended  a 
woman  who  had  been  long  in  labour,  and 
whofe  waters  were  difcharged  many  hours 
before  I  arrived.  I  found  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  largely  opened,  the  child’s  head  had 
advanced  to  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis ,  the  pa¬ 
tient  very  much  fatigued,  and  the  midwife 
told  me  her  pains  had  been  ftrong,  but  were 
much  abated. 

As  I  could  not  turn  the  child,  I  made  a 
noofe  on  a  garter,  which  I,  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  fixed  over  the  fore  and  hind  head,  and 
pulled  gently  during  every  pain ;  but,  not 
fucceeding,  I  increafed  the  force  until  the 
noofe  flipped  off.  Then  refolving  to  try 
what  nature  would  do,  I  prefcribed  a  gentle 
opiate,  and  fhe  being  kept  quiet  in  bed,  en- 
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joyed  between  the  pains  fome  refrefhing  (lum¬ 
bers,  by  which  her  ftrength  was  gradually  re¬ 
cruited,  and  the  pains  growing  ftronger,  (he 
was  in  about  two  hours  fafely  delivered.  The 
fillet  had  galled  and  inflamed  the  hairy  fcalp 
of  the  child,  which,  however,  in  confequence 
of  proper  applications,  recovered  in  a  few  days; 

CASE  VI. 

In  the  year  1750,  I  attended  a  gentlewo- 
man  in  the  city,  in  labour  of  her  firft  child. 
She  was  young,  flrong,  and  healthy,  had  gone 
a  month  beyond  the  common  time  of  reckon¬ 
ing,  and  the  cafe  was  very  tedious.  For  af¬ 
ter  the  membranes  had  broke,  and  the  child’s 
head  advanced  a  little  in  the  Pelvis ,  fhe  un¬ 
derwent  many  fevere  pains  for  the  fpace  of 
four  hours,  before  it  defcended  to  the  lower 
part,  where  it  continued  two  hours  longer 
before  fhe  was  delivered. 

I  perceived  that  the  greateft  difficulty  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  large  fi'ze  of  the  head  j  and 
fhe  being  ftrong,  and  the  pains  brifk,  I  thought 
nothing  fhould  be  done,  but  to  encourage  and 
prevent  her  from  being  fatigued.  However, 
before  (he  was  delivered,  her  fpirits  and  pains 
began  to  flag,  and  her  friends  became  very 
anxious  and  unealy;  indeed  I  myfelf  was  not 
without  apprehenfion  that  both  fhe  and  the 
child  would  be  loft. 

X  2 
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Though  the  pains  were  moft  effe&ual  while 
fhe  continued  in  bed  betwixt  a  fitting  and 
lying  pofture,  when  they  began  to  grow 
weak,  I  refolved,  as  the  head  was  low  down, 
to  afiift  with  the  forceps:  but  before  I  ufed 
that  expedient,  I  thought  proper  to  alter  the 
pofition,  and  try  what  would  be  the  effedl  of 
her  taking  fome  pains  (landing,  a  pofture 
which  had  fucceeded  in  other  cafes.  She  was 
accordingly  taken  out  of  bed,  and  fome  loofe 
cloaths  being  put  on,  fupported  between  two 
women.  Her  pains  increafed  in  confequence 
of  this  alteration,  and  after  fhe  had  under¬ 
gone  fever al  fevere  ones,  I  found  the  child’s 
head  began  to  move  lower  and  lower,  and 
protrude  the  parts  in  form  of  a  large  tumor. 
Then  (he  was  put  to  bed  again,  and  with 
great  difficulty  I  faved  the  Perinceum  from  be¬ 
ing  torn.  After  the  head  was  delivered,  it 
required  great  force  to  bring  along  the  fhoul- 
ders:  indeed  this  was  the  larged  child  I  ever 
brought  into  the  world  alive. 

The  head  was  fqueezed  to  a  great  length, 
had  a  large  tumor  at  the  Vertex ,  and  if  the 
mother’s  Pelvis  had  not  been  very  large,  the 
child  could  not  poffibly-have  been  faved. 

C  A  S  E  VII. 

In  the  year  1742,  I  was  called  to  a  patient 
about  the  age  of  forty,  in  labour  of  her  firft 

2  child  > 
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child  ;  though  I  was  not  permitted  to  ex¬ 
amine,  but  obliged  to  wait  in  another  apart¬ 
ment,  in  cafe  of  accidents.  By  the  midwife's 
information  from  time  to  time,  I  underftood 
the  child  advanced  very  flowly  after  the  Os 
Uteri  was  largely  opened,  and  the  membranes 
had  broke;  and  that  the  pains,  though  fel~ 
dom,  were  pretty  ftrong. 

In  this  manner  labour  proceeded  for  the 
fpace  of  twelve  hours,  at  the  expiration  of 
which,  the  midwife  told  me,  that  although 
flie  had  at  fir  ft  found  the  child  was  alive,  by 
moving  its  head,  fihe  was  afraid  it  was  now 
dead,  for  the  pains  had  flagged  for  a  long 
time,  and  a  fmall  part  of  the  head  had  been 
for  two  hours  without  the  external  parts. 
However,  the  child  was  delivered  foon  after 
flie  gave  me  this  account,  and  appeared  to 
have  been  but  a  very  little  time  dead:  and,  in 
all  probability,  when  the  head  was  fo  low 
and  the  pains  abated,  it  might  have  been 
faved  by  the  affiftance  of  the  forceps,  which 
feldom  or  never  fail  when  things  are  in  that 
fituation. 

I  afterwards  learned,  that  the  fliynefs  of 
the  patient  proceeded  from  the  artful  infinua- 
tions  of  the  midwife,  who  terrified  her  with 
dreadful  accounts  of  the  ufe  of  infti  uments. 

D  uring  the  firft  year  of  my  practice,  when 
I  was  called  to  lingering  cafes  which  were  of- 

X  3  ten 
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ten  occafioned  by  the  imprudent  methods  ufed 
by  unfkilful  midwives  to  haften  labour,  fuch 
as  directing  the  patient  to  walk  about  and 
bear  down  with  all  her  ftrength  at  every 
trifling  pain,  until  fhe  was  quite  exhaufted, 
and  opening  the  parts  prematurely  fo  as  to 
produce  inflammations,  and  torture  the  woman 
unneceflarily  ;  on  fuch  occafions,  without 
knowing  the  fteps  that  had  been  taken,  I 
have  beep  told  that  the  patient  had  been  in 
fevere  labour  for  many  hours,  and  fometimes 
days,  and  that  now  I  was  galled  to  prevent 
her  from  dying  with  the  child  in  her  belly. 
Thus  folicited,  if  the  head  was  at  the  upper 
part  of  the  Pelvis,  I  commonly  turned  the 
child,  and  brought  it  by  the  feet;  and  thus, 
if  fmall,  it  was  ufually  faved,  provided  it  was 
not  dead  before  my  arrival :  but,  when  the 
head  was  large,  or  the  Pelvis  narrow  and  dif- 
torted,  the  force  neceflary  to  extra#  it,  was 
often  the  occafion  of  its  death.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  the  head  was  fo  low  in  the  Pelvis , 
that  I  could  not  raife  it  into  the  Uterus ,  in 
order  to  be  turned,  I  was  obliged  to  dilate 
the  Cranium  with  the  fciflars,  and  extra#  p 
with  my  fingers,  afiifted  by  the  blunt  hook. 
This  method,  however,  I  never  pra#ifed,  ex¬ 
cept  when  the  head  was  low  down,  and  the 
patient  fo  much  exhaufted  that  (he  could  not 
be  delivered  by  the  pains ;  and  not  even  then, 
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until  after  I  had  tried  Mauriceaus  fillet  which 
always  failed,  and  another  introduced  by  my 
fingers  in  form  of  a  noofe,  which  fometimes, 
though  very  rarely,  fucceeded,  when  the  child 
was  fmall.  In  order  to  avoid  this  lofs  of  chil¬ 
dren,  which  gave  me  great  uneafinefs,  I  pro¬ 
cured  a  pair  of  French  forceps,  according  to  a 
draught  publiflied  in  the  Medical  Eflays  by 
Mr.  Butter ,  but  found  them  fo  long,  and  lo 
ill -contrived,  that  they  by  no  means  anfvvered 
the  purpofe  for  which  they  were  intended.  I 
afterwards  perufed  the  treatifes  of  Chapman 
and  Gifford ,  who  had  frequently  faved  chil¬ 
dren  by  a  contrivance  of  this  kind,  and  ac¬ 
tually  made  a  journey  to  London ,  in  order  to 
acquire  further  information  on  this  fubjeCt. 
Here  I  faw  nothing  was  to  be  learned  \  and 
by  the  advice  of  the  late  ingenious  Dr. Stewart, 
who  was  my  particular  friend,  I  proceeded 
to  Paris ,  where  courfes  on  midwifery  were  at 
that  time  given  by  Gregoire .  There  likewife 
I  was  very  much  difappointed  in  my  expeCta- 
tion  :  for  though  this  method  might  be  ufeful 
to  young  beginners,  his  machine  was  no  other 
than  a  piece  of  bafket-work,  containing  a  real 
Pelvis  covered  with  black  leather,  upon  which 
he  could  not  clearly  explain  the  difficulties 
that  occur  in  turning* children,  proceeding 
from  the  contractions  of  the  Uterus ,  Os  Inter¬ 
num,  and  Os  Externum.  And  as  for  the  fgr- 

X  4  ceps, 
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ceps,  he  taught  his  pupils  to  introduce  them 
at  random,  and  pull  with  great  force,  though 
he  preferred  Chapmans  inftrument  to  that 
ufed  by  the  French ,  and  recommended  the 
improvement  made  upon  Mauriceaus  fillet, 
which  can  never  be  of  any  ufe. 

Little  fatisfied  with  his  manner  of  inftrufit- 
ing,  I  confidered  that  there  was  a  pofiibility 
of  forming  machines  which  fhould  io  exactly 
imitate  real  women  and  children,  as  to  exhi¬ 
bit  to  the  learner  all  the  difficulties  that  hap¬ 
pen  in  midwifery  *,  and  fuch  1  actually  con¬ 
trived,  and  made  by  dint  of  uncommon  la¬ 
bour  and  application. 

I  endeavoured  to  reduce  the  art  of  mid¬ 
wifery  to  the  principles  of  mechanifm,  afcer- 
tained  the  make,  fiiape,  and  fituation  of  the 
Felvisy  together  with  the  form’ and  dimen- 
fions  of  the  child’s  head,  and  explained  the 
method  of  extracting,  from  the  rules  of  mov¬ 
ing  bodies,  in  different  directions,  Neverthe- 
lefs,  I  had  hill  fome  occafion  to  perceive  that 
children  were  loft,  and  the  mothers  endan¬ 
gered  by  turning,  when  the  head  was  large 
and  prefented,  or  even  by  leaving  the  head  to 
flick  long  at  the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis , 
when  the  pains  were  weak  and  the  patient 
exhaufted  :  for  in  this  laft  cafe,  the  child, 
when  delivered,  was  commonly  dead,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  brain’s  having  been  compreff- 
.  ed  $ 
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ed;  and  the  fame  long  comprefiion  had  pro¬ 
duced  an  inflammation  in  the  Vagina ,  Ch  Inter¬ 
num  >  and  fometimes  in  the  Uterus  of  the  mo¬ 
ther.  To  obviate  thefe  misfortunes,  I  was 
fometimes  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fil¬ 
let  or  forceps,  with  which  lafl:  I  frequently 
fucceeded,  fo  as  to  five  the  child ;  though 
the  ufe  of  them  was  fometimes  attended  with 
a  laceration  of  the  external  parts  of  the  wo¬ 
man,  until  I  contrived  an  alteration  in  their 
form,  and  gave  new  directions  for  ufing  them, 
by  which  this  inconvenience  is  prevented. 

In  a  word,  I  diligently  attended  to  the 
courfe  and  operations  of  nature,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  my  practice,  regulating  and  im¬ 
proving  myfelf  by  that  infallible  ftandarcf; 
nor  did  I  rejeCt  the  hints  of  other  writers  and 
practitioners,  from  whofe  fuggefiions,  I  own, 
I  have  derived  much  ufeful  inftruCtion.  In 
particular  I  was  obliged  to  Dr.  Gordon  of 
Glafgow,  and  Dr,  Englifi  of  Lanerk,  in  Scot¬ 
land-,  the  firft  made  me  acquainted  with  the 
blunt  hook;  the  other,  with  the  noofe;  and 
in  London  Dr.  Nifbet  affifted  me  in  improving 
the  forceps,  and  Dr.  Hunter  in  reforming  the 
wrong  practice  of  delivering  the  Placenta . 

On  the  whole,  I  have  given  this  fhort  de¬ 
tail  of  my  own  conduCt,  for  the  benefit  of 
young  practitioners,  who  will  fee,  that,  far 
from  adhering  to  one  original  method,  I  took 

all 
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all  opportunities  of  acquiring  improvement, 
and  cheerfully  renounced  thofe  errors  which 
I  had  imbibed  in  the  beginning  of  life. 

N  U  M  B.  II.  C  A  S  E  I. 

From  the  Hydrocephalus. 

In  the  year  1747,  I  attended  a  gentlewo¬ 
man  in  labour  of  her  fourth  child,  and  felt 
the  membranes  pufhed  down,  and  the  Os  In¬ 
ternum  and  Os  Externum  largely  opened.  Be¬ 
fore  the  membranes  broke,  the  child’s  head 
continued  a  long  time  high  up  at  the  brim  of 
the  Pelvis ,  and  felt  in  fuch  an  uncommon 
manner,  that  I  was  for  fome  time  uncertain 
whether  it  was  the  head  or  breech.  But  the 
waters  being  difcharged,  it  was  pufhed  a  little 
lower  down;  then  I  felt  the  hairy  fcalp,  and 
perceived  the  head  was  dropfical,  from  the 
loofenefs  of  the  bones  and  the  great  diftance 
between  them. 

After  many  fevere  pains,  the  fcalp  was  pro¬ 
truded  to  the  Os  Externum ,  which  the  con¬ 
tained  water  diftended  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
the  head  paffed,  and  the  child,  which  v/as 
prefently  delivered,  feemed  to  have  been  dead 
but  a  very  little  time. 

CASE  n. 

In  the  year  1753,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
in  labour  of  her  firft  child?  The  membranes 
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and  waters  opened  the  Os  Uteri  in  a  very 
flow  manner,  and  when  they  came  down  to 
Jthe  middle  of  the  Vagina ,  felt  as  if  there  had 
been  one  fet  of  membranes  within  another, 
though  the  internal  feemed  to  be  much  thicker 
than  the  external.  But  before  the  Os  Uteri 
was  fully  opened,  the  real  membranes  broke, 
and  then  I  difcovered  the  other  was  the  hairy 
fcalp,  pufhed  down  by  water  contained  in  the 
fkull.  This  the  pains  forced  down  lower  and 
lower,  fo  that  the  Os  Internum  being  fully 
opened,  it  ftretched  the  Vagina  and  Os  Exter¬ 
num  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  are  com¬ 
monly  dilated  by  the  membranes  and  waters 
of  the  Secundines ;  and  I  felt  the  bones  of  the 
Ikull  loofe  and  riding  one  another. 

At  length  the  head  being  delivered,  I  was 
obliged  to  exert  a  good  deal  of  force,  in  bring¬ 
ing  along  the  fhoulders  and  body,  becaufe  the 
belly  was  fwelled.  The  Funis  was  tumefied 
and  livid ;  the  child  feemed  to  have  been  dead 
for  the  fpace  of  eight  or  ten  days;  and  there 
was  a  large  quantity  of  water  contained  in 
its  head. 

*  ...  1 
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COLLECTION  XXr. 

Of  lingering  cafes  from  a  fmall,  narrow,  or 

diftorted  Pelvis. 

Vide  Tab.  XXVII.  and  XXVIII. 

N  U  M  B.  I. 

*  »  ,  ,  •  * 

Although  thefe  labours  may  feem  to  be  of 

the  fame  clafs,  and  require  the  fame  manage-* 
ment  with  thofe  that  proceed  from  a  large 
head,  there  is  an  effential  difference:  for, 
though  they  are  much  the  fame  with  regard 
to  the  efforts  of  the  woman,  the  operator  in 
thefe  has  much  lefs  room,  when  he  is  obliged 
to  afilft  with  his  hand,  and  the  child’s  head 
is  disfigured  and  compreffed  into  large  inden¬ 
tations,  occasioned  by  the  jetting  in  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  Sacrum  and  Vertebrae  of  the 
loins. 

CASE  I. 

«  ?' 

In  the-year  1750,  I  was  befpoke  to  attend 
a  woman  of  a  middling  fize,  and  to  appear¬ 
ance  well  made,  who  had  been  three  times 
before  delivered  of  dead  children.  The  firft 
prefented  with  the  arm,  and  the  midwife 
having  kept  her  two  days  in  hand,  with  pro- 
mifes  of  fafe  delivery,  the  friends  called  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  the  profeffion,  who,  with  great 
difficulty,  extracted  the  child  by  the  feet,  and 
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was  fo  much  fatigued  with  the  operation, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  keep  his  bed  for  feveral 
days.  In  her  next  child  I  was  employed,  af¬ 
ter  fhe  had  been  weakened  and  exhaufted  by 
another  midwife,  who  with  great  felf-fuffici- 
ency  had  undertaken  to  bring  matters  to  an 
happy  iffue. 

Having  waited  a  long  time  to  no  purpofe, 
I  tried  the  forceps  $  and  thefe  failing,  dilated 
the  Cranium  according  to  the  method  defcri- 
bed  in  laborious  births.  Then  I  found  the 
difficulty  proceeded  from  the  large  fize. of  the 
head,  and  the  jetting  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  Sacrum ,  which  was  not  above  three  inches 
and  an  half  from  the  Os  Pubis .  In  her  third 
labour  I  attended  by  myfelfj  but  the  breech 
unluckily  prefenting,  and  the  child  being  very 
large,  I  could  not  poffibly  fave  it,  for  I  was 
fain  to  ufe  the  curved  crotchet  in  delivering 
the  head,  to  the  great  grief  and  mortification 
of  the  poor  mother,  who  had  fuffered  fo  much 
and  loft  three  children. 

When  I  was  called  to  her  in  labour  of  her 
fourth  child,  the  mouth  of  the  womb  was 
open  to  about  the  breadth  of  a  (billing,  and 
the  child’s  head  refted  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  Pubis ,  but  was  thrown  a  little  more  for¬ 
ward  than  ufual,  by  the  jetting  in  of  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  Sacrum ,  and  the  laft  Vertebra 
of  the  loins.  Labour  being  juft  begun,  I  en¬ 
couraged 
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couraged  the  patient  by  telling  her  that  I  had 
faved  many  children  even  where  the  Pelvis 
was  narrower  than  her’s,  and  that  I  was  now 
in  great  hope  of  fucceeding,  provided  the 
child  was  not  of  an  extraordinary  fize.  As 
fhe  had  flept  but  little  the  preceding  night, 
and  her  pulfe  was  rather  full,  I  ordered  ten 
ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  her  arm, 
and  her  inteftines  to  be  emptied  by  a  glyfter* 
and  taking  my  leave  in  the  morning,  defired 
the  nurfe  would  not  fend  for  me  until  the 
membranes  fhould  be  broke.  She  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  kept  quiet  in  bed,  and  enjoyed  fome 
refrelhing  fleep,  and  in  the  evening,  I  receiv¬ 
ed  a  meflage ;  then  the  membranes  were 
broke,  the  mouth  of  the  womb  being  largely 
opened,  and  the  head  beginning  to  be  fqueez- 
ed  in  at  the  upper  part  of  the  Pelvis ;  but 
when  the  membranes  gave  way,  the  pains 
abated,  as  is  commonly  the  cafe,  when  the 
head  is  not  fmall,  or  the  Pelvis  large  :  for  the 
pains  fhe  had  hitherto  undergone,  proceeded 
from  the  membranes  ftretching  the  mouth  of 
the  womb  ;  and  now  the  head  being  kept  up; 
did  not  continue  the  diftention  of  thefe  parts, 
but  locked  them  up  fo  as  to  detain  a  quantity 
of  waters  ftill  in  the  Uterus . 

I  went  away  again,  defiring  the  nurfe  to 
fend  for  me  when  the  pains  fliould  return  and 
grow  ftronger;  and  in  about  three  hours  I 

returned. 
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t  it 

returned,  in  confequence  of  another  call, 
when  I  underftood  a  great  many  cloaths  had 
been  wetted,  and  that  the  pains  were  become 
ftronger  and  more  frequent.  I  then  felt  the 
child's  head  fqueezed  lower  down,  and  but 
little  water  being  difcharged  in  time  of  a  pain, 

I  concluded  that  the  whole  quantity  was  al- 
moft  expended,  and  that  the  Uterus  was  clofe 
contracted  to  the  body  of  the  child. 

As  the  patient  had  been  chiefly  in  bed  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  day,  I  direCfed  her  to  take  her 
pains  in  a  fitting  pofture,  and  now  and  then 
to  walk  about  without  fatiguing  herfelf.  She 
therefore  fat  in  an  eafy  chair,  leaning  back¬ 
wards,  and  in  this  manner  took  her  pains, 
until  towards  morning,  being  very  much  fa¬ 
tigued,  file  was  again  put  into  bed  and  laid 
on  her  back,  her  fhoulders  being  raifed  with 
pillows  fo  that  her  poflure  was  between  fitting 
and  lying.  I  defired  her  in  time  of  a  pain  to 
pull  up  her  legs,  while  an  alflftant  fupported 
Tier  feet,  and  direCled  her  not  to  force  down, 
except  when  the  pain  was  flrong.  The  head 
continued  to  advance  very  (lowly,  the  bones 
of  the  Cranium  riding  over  one  another,  the 
Vertex  was  fqueezed  down  in  a  conical  form 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  left  Jfchium ;  the  fore¬ 
head  being  at  the  upper  part  of  the  right,  or 
rather  above  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis  on  that 
fide ;  the  Fontanelle  was  (till  very  high  up,  and 

I  felt 
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I  felt  the  ear  at  the  Os  Pubis .  At  every  third 
or  fourth  pain,  which  was  generally  the 
ftrongeft,  the  head  advanced,  and  the  Occiput 
was  gradually  raifed  to  the  fpace  below  the 
Pubis ,  the  forehead  turning  backwards  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  Sacrum  and  Coccyx . 

The  head  being  now  fo  low  down,  and 
difengaged  from  its  confinement  and  preffure 
at  the  upper  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  proceeded 
much  more  eafy  than  before;  however,  as 
the  child  was  large,  and  might  be  loft  in  be¬ 
ing  detained  too  long  by  the  contraction  of 
the  Uterus  before  the  fhoulders,  I  affifted  a 
little,  when  the  forehead  was  come  down  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  Coccyx ,  by  placing  my 
fingers  on  each  fide  of  it,  in  time  of  a  ftrong 
pain,  in  order  to  prefs  the  head  forwards  to 
the  fpace  below  the  Pubis ,  and  prevent  its  be¬ 
ing  drawn  back,  upon  the  abatement  or  cel¬ 
lar  ion  of  the  pain. 

The  head  being  delivered,  I  was  fain  to 
ufe  a  good  deal  of  force  in  extracting  the 
fhoulders:  for  although  I  had  brought  them 
down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Ifcbium ,  I  could 
not  effect  the  delivery,  until  I  introduced  a 
finger  above  one  of  them,  up  to  the  middle  of 
the  arm,  and  by  preffing  towards  the  Sacrum , 
brought  it  down  with  an  half  round  turn ; 
upon  which  the  body  followed. 

The 
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The  circulation  in  the  Funis  being  flopped, 
the  child,  which  was  very  large,  and  whofe 
head  was  compreffed  in  a  longitudinal  form, 
lay  five  or  fix  minutes  before  it  began  to 
breathe. 

The  woman  recovered  of  this,  much  better 
than  of  her  former  labours. 

CASE  II. 

I  delivered  the  fame  patient  of  another 
child,  in  the  year  1753,  when  the  labour 
proceeded  much  in  the  fame  manner ;  with 
this  difference,  however,  that  the  membranes 
were  unluckily  broke  by  her  motion  in  getting 
out  of  bed  before  fhe  had  any  pains.  I  being 
called,  in  confequence  of  this  accident,  found 
the  Os  Uteri  foft  and  yielding,  though  very 
little  open,  and  the  child's  head  refting  above 
the  Os  Pubis ,  as  in  the  former  cafe.  She  was 
blooded  and  received  a  glyfter  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  cafe  \  but  as  the. pains  were  not  begun, 
and  I  was  engaged  at  another  labour,  I  left  a 
midwife  with  proper  direflions  how  to  ma¬ 
nage  when  the  pains  fhould  come  on,  until  I 
fhould  be  at  leifure  to  come  and  attend  her. 

Soon  after  I  went  away,  the  pains  began, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  waters  was  from  time 
to  time  difcharged.  When  I  returned  in  the 
evening,  I  found  the  Os  Uteri  pretty  largely 
opened,  aqd  the  head  pufhed  down  to  about 

Vol.  II.  Y  one 
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one  third  of  the  Pelvis*,  and  taking  it  for 
granted,  that  fine  would  have  many  more  ftrong 
pains,  and  that  all  the  v^aters  were  not  yet 
difcharged,  I  lay  down  in  a  bed  to  take  fome 
reft,  becaufe  I  had  been  much  fatigued  the 
night  before,  and  defired  the  midwife  to  call 
me  as  foon  as  the  head  fhould  be  come  down 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis .  The  patient' 
bore  many  very  fevere  pains  with  extraordi¬ 
nary  courage,  the  child’s  head  was  in  the  fitu- 
ation  defcribed,  in  about  three  hours  after  I 
went  to  bed,  and  in  half  an  hour  after  I  rofe, 
the  woman  was  fafely  delivered  of  a  live  child. 
Since  the  publifhing  of  the  above,  fhe  has 
been  twice  delivered  in  the  fame  cautious  man¬ 
ner  by  Mrs.  Maddocks  on  my  account,  and 

the  children  were  live-born  and  did  well. 

■  \ 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1750,  I  attended  a  woman 
whofe  Pelvis  was  alfo  diftorted,  and  rather 
fmaller  and  narrower  than  that  defcribed  in 
the  preceding  cafe.  She  had,  the  year  before, 
been  long  in  labour,  and  much  exhaufted  be¬ 
fore  fhe  was  delivered  by  another  gentleman, 
who  was  obliged  to  open  the  child’s  head. 

I  being  called  at  the  beginning  of  this  fecond 
labour,  managed  her  much  in  the  manner 
above  defcribed,  and  with  great  difficulty 
faved  the  child,  which  was  fmall :  but  when 

*  V*  *  -r 


2 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  323 

1  attended  her  again  in  the  next  lying-in,  I 
could  not  fave  the  child,  which,  though 
larger  than  the  former,  was  not  above  the 
common  fize.  Vide  the  crochet  cafes. 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1742,  my  attendance  was  be- 
fpoke  to  a  woman  who  had  been  four  times 
delivered  by  another  gentleman  of  dead  chil¬ 
dren  ;  and  it  was  alleged  her  Pelvis  was  fo 
*  narrow  and  ill-formed  that  Ihe  could  not 
poffibly  bear  a  live  child. 

I  was  averfe  to  interfere  with  any  other 
practitioner,  and  actually  refufed  to  under-, 
take  the  cafe,  until  I  was  importuned  by  two 
of  her  acquaintance  whom  I  had  delivered, 
and  affured  that  the  other  gentleman  would 
never  be  employed  again  at  any  rate :  upon 
thefe  reprefentations  I  promifed  to  attend  this 
patient,  who  was  a  little  woman  of  a  delicate 
conllitution,  fubjeft  to  idterical  complaints, 
for  which  I  advifed  her  to  confult  fome  phy- 
fician,  though  in  this  particular  fhe  negledled 
my  advice,  on  the  fuppolition  that  her  health 
was  mending. 

Soon  after  my  firft  vifit,  I  was  called  to  her, 
when  file  imagined  herfelf  in  labour,  and 
found  the  mouth  of  the  womb  but  very  little 
open,  though  foft  and  yielding.  Her  pains 
feemed  to  proceed  from  her  being  coftive,  yet 

Y  2  I  felt 
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I  felt  the  head  refling  upon  the  Pubis ,  and 
was  greatly  fur  prized  to  find  the  Pelvis  Was 
not  fo  narrow  as  it  had  been  defcribed  :  for, 
with  the  tip  of  my  finger  I  could  hardly  reach 
the  jetting  forwards  of  the  laft  Vertebra  of  the 
loins  and  upper  part  of  the  Sacrum  $  from 
which  circumftance,  I  underflood  the  Pelvis 
at  that  part  was  not  above  half,  or  three 
quarters  of  an  inch  narrower  than  thofe  that 
are  well  formed.  I  therefore  hoped,  that  if 
the  child  was  not  large  it  might  be  faved,  pro¬ 
vided  I  could  keep  up  the  woman’s  flrength. 
With  this  view,  after  having  encouraged  her 
by  communicating  my  opinion,  I  prefcribed 
a  glyfler,  after  the  operation  of  which  fhe 
took  the  following  draught : 

R  Jq.  Cinamom,  Simp .  §if>.  cum  Spiritu.  §ij.  Con- 
fett,  Damocrat .  3IS.  Syr.  e  Meconio  3ij.  M . 

It  was  now  late,  and  I  being  uncertain 
when  labour  would  begin,  flayed  with  her 
during  the  beft  part  of  the  night,  but  went 
away  as  foon  as  the  draught  had  thrown  her 
into  a  profound  fleep.  She  was  free  from 
pain  all  the  next  day,  but  I  was  called  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  when  I  underflood  fhe  had 
trifling  pains  in  the  night,  though  fhe  had 
flept  in  the  intervals.  I  found  the  waters 
pufhing  down  the  membranes,  and  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  open  to  about  the  breadth  of  a 
crown ;  and  fhe  being  weary  of  lying,  I  ad- 

vifed 
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vifed  her  to  rife  "and  take  her  breakfaft. 
ing  fat  with  her  about  two  hours,  during 
which  the  pains  were  but  flight  and  returned 
feldom,  and  believing  they  wrould  not  grow' 
much  ftronger,  until  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
fhould  be  fully  opened,  the  membranes  broke, 
and  the  waters  difcharged,  I  propofed  to  go 
and  vifit  fome  other  patients,  and  laid  injunc¬ 
tions  upon  the  nurfe  to  put  the  woman  to 
bed,  and  fend  for  me  as  foon  as  matters  fhould 
be  thus  ripened. 

She  feemed  uneafy  at  my  going,  and  afraid 
I  would  not  return.  She  obferved  flie  had 
been  already  two  days  in  labour $  that  the 
other  gentleman  would  not  have  waited  fo 
long,  but  have  delivered  her  before  this  time, 
either  by  turning  the  child,  or  extracting  it 
with  inftruments  :  the  nurfe  too  made  re¬ 
flections  of  the  fame  nature. 

I  paid  very  little  regard  to  what  they  faid 
of  my  predecefior,  becaufe  I  could  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  judge  of  his  practice,  unlefs  I  had 
been  prefent,  and  known  the  particular  cir- 
cumftances :  and  nothing  can  be  more  ab- 
furd  than  to  juflify  or  condemn  upon  the 
hearfay  of  ignorant  people,  who  are  always 
apt  to  run  into  extremes  of  praife  or  dif* 
praife. 

I  therefore  told  her,  flie  had  not  been  in 
real  labour  till  the  night  before  ;  that  I  would 

Y  3  do 
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do  every  thing  in  my  power  for  the  fafety  of 
herfelf  and  the  child  ;  and  begged  that,  if  (he 
was  the  lead:  diffident  of  my  Ikill,  (he  would 
fend  for  the  perfon  who  formerly  delivered 
her ,  for  I  would  not  attempt  to  force  mat- 
ters,  as  there  was  really  no  danger,  even  if 
the  labour  fhould  continue  eight  days  longer. 
This  declaration  quieted  the  anxiety  of  the 
patient  and  nurfe,  and  I  was  permitted  to  go 
away,  after  I  had  promifed  to  return  upon 
the  firff  notice,  which  was  about  eleven  ;  but 
at  two,  I  was  fent  for  in  a  great  hurry.  The 
nurfe  had  put  her  to  bed,  and  I,  during  a 
ftrong  pain,  felt  the  membranes  pufriing 
down  large  and  full  through  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num.  As  the  pain  went  off,  and  they  were 
relaxed,  I  perceived  the  head  was  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  Pelvis.  I  had  fcarcely  time  to  put 
on  a  night-gown,  when  another  pain  return¬ 
ed,  and  the  woman  was  immediately  deliver¬ 
ed  of  a  fmall  child. 

From  the  eafinefs  of  the  birth,  and  the 
round  form  of  the  head,  which  was  not  at 
all  compreffed,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
though  the  child  had  been  of  an  ordinary  fize, 
it  would  have  been  laved. 

The  patient  recovered  much  better  and 
fooner  after  this,  than  after  her  former  deli¬ 
veries;  the  jaundice  vanifhed,  and  in  two 

months 
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months  fhe  was  healthier  and  ftronger  than 
fhe  had  been  for  many  years. 

NUMB.  II.  CASE  I.  v 

From  inflammatory  or  oedematous  fwellings 
of  the  Pudenda,  fcirrhous  tumors,  poly¬ 
pus  or  callofity  in  the  Vagina  or  Os 
Uteri.  ’ 

Vide  Se£t.  III.  No.  V. 

In  the  year  1742,  a  woman  in  the  latter 
end  of  her  firft  pregnancy,  had  oedematous 
fwellings  in  her  legs,  thighs,  and  Pudenda  ; 

.  and,  being  obliged  to  walk  one  day  through 
the  city,  was  very  much  fatigued  and  in  great 
pain.  When  I  examined  the  parts,  the 
fwelling,  which  before  was  oedematous,  feem- 
ed  to  have  contrafted  an  inflammatory  hue; 
the  left  leg  and  thigh  were  much  more  tume¬ 
fied  than  thofe  of  the  right  fide,  and  the  fkin 
was  fomething  of  a  livid  colour.  Twelve 
ounces  of  blood  were  immediately  taken  from 
her  arm,  fhe  was  put  to  bed,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  fomentations,  in  three  days  the 
pain  and  inflammation  abated  :  but  the  fwell¬ 
ing  of  the  Pudenda  ftill  continuing,  I  prefcri- 
bed  an  emollient  cataplafm  to  be  frequently 
renewed,  and  from  the  firft  day  fhe  had  taken 
two  dofes  of  gentle  cooling  phyfic.  On  the 
fifth  day  fhe  was  taken  in  labour,  and  though 
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the  parts  were  ftill  fwelled,  and  ftretched  with 
great  difficulty,  fhe  was  at  laft  lafely  deli- 
vered. 

The  poultice  was  ftill  applied,  thefwelling 
gradually  fubfided,  and  Ihe  recovered  tolera¬ 
bly  well, 

CASE  II. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  I  was  call¬ 
ed  by  a  midwife  to  a  woman  at  Chelfea  who 
was  in  labour.  The  Labia  Fudendi  were  fo 
exceffivdy  fwelled,  that  both  patient  ana 
midwife  believed  the  child  could  not  poffibly 
pafs :  and  the  tumefaction  was  attended  with  ‘ 
fuch  pain,  that  for  three  days  flie  had  been 
obliged  to  keep  her  bed  and  lie  on  her  back, 
without  daring  to  alter  that  pofition. 

When  I  examined  her  during  a  pain,  I 
found  thtOsUteri  very  little  open,  and  thence 
concluding  labour  was  but  juft  beginning,  I 
punctured  the  parts  in  feveral  places  with  a 
lancet,  a  large  quantity  of  ferous  fluid  was 
difcharged,  the  fwelling  fubfided,  and  the  la¬ 
bour  proceeded  in  a  flow  manner  until  fhe 
was  delivered. 

Such  cafes  have  often  occurred  in  my  prac¬ 
tice,  and  I  never  knew  them  attended  with 
any  bad  confequence.  For  when  the  fwelling 
is  too  great  to  permit  the  child  to  pafs,  it  is 
commonly  reduced  by  punctures,  or  when  of 

the 
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the  inflammatory  kind,  by  bleeding,  cata- 
plafms  and  fomentation. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1744,  a  woman  in  labour  of 
her  firft  child,  was  attended  by  a  midwife, 
who  imagined  fhe  felt  the  child’s  head,  though 
very  fmall,  in  the  Vagina ;  but  examining 
again  after  a  few  pains,  (he  felt  that  fubftance 
pufhed  to  one  fide  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  the 
membranes  and  waters  forcing  down  at  the 
other ;  thefe  being  broke  and  difcharged,  (lie 
found  fomething  like  another  head  come 
down  alfo.  She  being  alarmed  at  this  ftrange 
circumftance,  recourle  was  had  to  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  the  profeflion,  who  being  alfo  puzzled 
made  a  pretence  to  leave  her,  and  afterwards 
fent  a  mefiage,  defiring  that  another  might 
be  called,  as  he  was  indifpenfably  engaged. 
But,  before  any  afliftance  could  be  procured, 
the  woman  was  delivered  by  the  labour-pains 
of  a  middle  fized  child  and  it  was  not  till 
feme  months  after,  that  the  fubflance  was 
found  to  be  a  fcirrhous  tumor,  or  excrefcence 
of  the  polypus  kind,  adhering  to  the  out  fide 
of  the  Os  Uteri t  which  was  afterward  taken 
off  by  ligature. 

In  fome  few  cafes,  after  fevere  labour,  I 
have  •  felt  what  I  fuppoled  to  be  hard  cica¬ 
trices  or  callofities  at  the  Os  Uteri3  Vagi?ia  and 

•  Os 
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Os  Externum ,  by  which  the  delivery  was  re¬ 
tarded, 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1750,  my  attendance  was  be- 
fpoke  to  a  woman  who  had  recovered  with 
great  difficulty  after  a  former  tedious  labour. 

'When  I  examined,  the  Os  Uteri  was  open 
to  about  the  breadth  of  a  crown,  the  mem¬ 
branes,  with  the  waters,  were  pufhed  ftrong- 
ly  down,  and  I  felt  uncommon  hardneffes  and 
ftriflures  at  the  Os  Uteri ,  in  the  Vagi?jai  and 
at  the  lower  part  of  the  Os  Externum . 

The  nurfe,  who  formerly  attended  her, 
told  me,  that  for  fome  days  after  herlaft  deli- 
very,  little  flefhy  fubftances  were  now  and 
then  difcharged,  of  a  blackifh  colour  and 
bad  fmell ;  and  that  a  long  time  elapfed,  be¬ 
fore  fhe  recovered  and  was  able  to  fit  up. 

The  labour  now  proceeded  very  flowiy,  until 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  w^as  fully  opened,  and 
me  membranes  breaking,  the  contracted  Va¬ 
gina  was  gradually  ftretched  by  the  head  of 
;  the  child;  for  notwithstanding  the  callofities 
which  ftill  continued,  the  neighbouring  parts 
yielded  by  degrees,  and  although  it  was  long 
before  the  Os  Externum  was  fufficienly  dila¬ 
ted,  at  laffithe  child  was  delivered. 

I  managed  this  cafe  with  great  caution,  be- 
caufe,  from  the  imperfect  accounts  of  her 
'  ,  '  former 
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former  labour,  I  fuppofed  there  had  been  a 
violent  inflammation,  and  that  the  callous 
ftri&ures  were  the  confequence  of  a  partial 
mortification  which  had  been  feparated  and 
caft  off  by  nature. 

I  kept  her  moftly  in  bed,  and  during  every 
rtrong  pain,  prefled  my  fingers  againfl:  the 
head,  fo  as  to  abate  the  force  of  the  protrufion, 
and  allow  time  for  the  relaxation  of  the 
ftri&ures ;  by  which  means  the  labour  fuc- 
ceeded  beyond  expedlation. 

N  U  M  B.  III.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  detention  of  the  fhoulders  and  body  of 
the  child,  after  the  head  is  delivered. 

In  the  year  1725, 1  was  called  to  a  patient 
in  labour  after  the  child’s  head  was  delivered, 
as  the  midwife  could  not  extract  the  body, 
though  {he  had  pulled  a  long  time  with  a 
good  deal  of  force.  I  found  the  navel-ftring 
furrounding  the  neck,  and  luckily  hooking 
with  my  finger  that  part  of  it  which  was 
next  the  child’s  belly,  it  was  fo  loofe  as  to 
flip  over  the  head ;  I  undid  two  other  circum¬ 
volutions  in  the  fame  manner,  and  the  child 
being difentangled,  was  immediately  delivered. 

I  have,  in  many  other  cafes,  freed  the 
child  from  the  circumvolutions  of  the  Funis , 
in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  was  difpofed  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  it  was  very  feldom  if  ever  neceffary 

to 
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to  cut  and  tie  this  rope  before  the  delivery  of 
the  child,  until  my  opinion  was  altered  by 
the  two  following  inftances. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1749,  I  was  called  in  a  great 
hurry  to  a  woman  whofe  delivery  was  retard¬ 
ed  by  the  fame  caufe  defcribed  in  the  forego¬ 
ing  cafe,  and  tried  to  difengage  the  child 
from  the  circumvolutions  of  the  Funis ,  though 
without  effect.  Then,  without  waiting  to 
make  a  ligature  in  two  places,  as  we  are 
commonly  directed  to  do,  I  infinuated  my 
fingers  between  one  of  the  turns  and  the 
child’s  neck,  fnipt  the  Funis  in  two  with  my 
fciflars,  and  delivered  the  body  of  the  child, 
which  was  dead. 

The  face  and  neck  were  very  much  fwelled, 
and  in  this  laft  appeared  a  deep  impreflion 
from  the  tightnefs  of  the  circumvolution. 

C  A  S  E  HI. 

In  the  year  1751,  I  was  concerned  in  ano¬ 
ther  cafe  of  the  fame  nature,  and  after  having 
attempted,  without  fuccefs,  to  difengage  the 
chikhby  turning  the  Funis  over  the  head  with 
my  finger,  1  made  a  ligature  in  two  places, 
between  which  I  fnipt  it  a  funder. 

The  confequence  of  this  operation  was, 
the  immediate  delivery  of  a  ftrong  lively 

8  child ; 
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child  :  another  ligature  was  made  near  the 
Abdomen ,  arid  the  fuperfluity  of  the  Funis  cut 
off.  ' 

In  a  few  cafes  I  have  found  delivery  retard¬ 
ed  by  the  fhortnefs  of  the  Funis ;  but  the 
child  was  always  fafely  delivered,  by  turning 
the  body  along  the  breech  of  the  mother. 

C  A  S  E  IV. 

In  the  year  1730,  I  received  a  fudden  call 
to  a  gentlewoman  in  labour;  the  child’s  head 
had  been  delivered  a  longtime,  and  the  mid¬ 
wife  had  pulled  with  a  great  deal  of  force,  at 
intervals.  But  before  I  arrived,  the  patient 
was  delivered  of  a  dead  child,  whofe  fhoul- 
ders  were  remarkably  large.  I  have  been 
called  by  n^dwives  to  many  cafes  of  this  kind, 

in  which  the  child  was  frequently  Ipft. 

# 

CASE  V. 

In  the  year  1753, 1  attended  in  a  labour  that 
was  rendered  tedious  by  the  large  fize  of  the 
body  after  the  head  was  delivered.  I  attempt¬ 
ed  to  bring  down  the  fhoulders  in  the  gentleft 
manner,  according  to  the  diredtions  in  my 
treatife,  but  found  I  could  not  fucceed  with¬ 
out  ufing  fuch  force  as  would  overftrain  the 
neck,  and  deflroy  the  child :  for  the  fhoul¬ 
ders 


334,  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

ders  were  fo  high  that  I  could  not  reach  with 
my  fingers  to  the  armpits.  I  then  introduced 
the  blunt  hook,  but  could  not  fucceed,  with¬ 
out  running  the  rifque  of  breaking  the  arm, 
or  overftraining  the  joint  at  the  fhoulder; 
and,  as  the  woman  had  ftrong  pains,  I 
refolved  to  wait  their  effedf,  without  ufing 
any  violence  that  might  endanger  the  life  of 
the  child  5  accordingly,  in  three  pains,  I 
brought  the  fhoulder  down  to  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num ,  then  turning  one  of  the  arms  into  the 
hollow  of  the  Sacrum ,  the  body  followed,  and 
)  the  child  was  born  alive.  From  this  and 
other  cafes,  I  have  learned  to  wrait  the  effeft 
of  the  labour-pains,  rather  than  to  ufe  vio¬ 
lence  in  pulling  at  the  neck. 

CASE  VI.  , 

!«  * 

Communicated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  A - , 

dated  at  E - ,  1749. 

I  have  had  lately  another  melancholy  cafe 
in  midwifery.  I  was  fent  for  to  a  woman, 
aged  forty,  who  had  born  feveral  children 
before.  When  I  came,  I  found  the  frontal 
and  parietal  bones  feparated  from  the  reft 
and  without  the  Vagina ,  the  brain  being  eva¬ 
cuated.  I  flipped  up  my  fingers,  and  found 
the  Os  ‘Tijjcce  contracted  about  the  neck  of  the 
child,  and  endeavoured  to  pull  it  away,  but 

''  -  in 
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in  vain.  I  then  fent  for  Mr.  D.  and  Mr.  5. 
neither  of  whom  could  come.  I  next  fent 
,  for  Mr.  L.  who  came,  and  I  defired  him  to 
fee  what  he  could  do,  as  my  fingers  were 
numbed.  He  firft  got  one  hand  into  the 
Uterus ,  and  then  flipped  up  the  fingers  of  the 
other,  and  brought  away  the  child.  The 
woman’s  pulfe  before  delivery  was  ftrong, 
and  Hie  had  little  flooding:  but  we  had  not 
been  gene  a  quarter  of  an  hour  when  we  were 
fent  for  again.  They  told  us,  that  immedi¬ 
ately  after  we  went  away,  which  was  about 
five  minutes  after  delivery,  (lie  was  feizedwith 
a  fhivering  and  vomiting,  and  had  fainted. 
We  found  her  in  U  fwoon,  and  heldfpirits  to 
her  nofe  :  but  fhe  could  net  fvrallow,  and 
died  in  about  half  an  hour  after  delivery. 

Quere,  What  was  the  caufe  of  her  death  ? 
Was  it  owing  to  the  lypothymia,  occafioned 
by  pain  or  lofs  of  blood,  which  indeed  was 
not  confiderable?  Or  might  it  not  be  owing 
to  a  rupture  of  the  internal  orifice,  which 
the  vomiting  feems  to  have  indicated  ? 

The  A  N  S  W  E  R. 

I  really  think  you  have  had  your  (hare  of 
bad  and  unfuccefsful  cafes  :  but,  in  all  of 
them,  efpecially  the  laft,  you  adted  with  pru¬ 
dence  in  fending  for  others  of  the  profeflion. 
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In  cafes  where  the  head  is  delivered,  and 
the  fhoulders  are  fo  large,  or  the  lower  part 
of  the  Uterus  is  fo  contracted,  that  the  body 
cannot  be  brought  away  by  pulling  with  mo¬ 
derate  force,  if  the  woman’s  pains  have  not 
entirely  left  her,  or  fhe  is  not  in  a  dying  con¬ 
dition  from  floodings,  or  other  fymptoms, 
the  befl:  method  is  to  wait  for  the  effect  of  the 
labour-pains:  for  I  have  lately  been  concern¬ 
ed  in  a  cafe  of  a  weak  woman,  where  the  bo¬ 
dy  of  a  live-child  was  delivered  half  an  hour 
after  the  head  was  without  the  Os  Externum . 

Nowr,  as  your  patient  v/as  not  weak,  I 
think  you  might  have  waited  and  amufed  her 
with  medicines.  Or  if  fhe  had  turned  weak, 
and  nature  feemed  infufflcient,  you  might 
have  puflied  up  your  hand,  and  after  having 
ftretched  the  contracted  part,  tried  to  deliver 
the  child :  if  this  method  had  failed,  recourfe 
might  have  been  had  to  the  crochet,  as  the 
child  was  already  dead.  This  being  fixed 
upon  the  body,  would,  by  dilating  the  'Tho¬ 
rax  or  CoficSy  have  diminifhed  the  bulk,  and 
brought  down  one  fhoulder  a  great  way  be¬ 
fore  the  other. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  afcertain  the  caufe  of 
the  woman’s  death. 

I  have  been  concerned  in  feveral  cafes, 
where,  though  the  Os  Internum  was  tore,  the 
patient  was  recovered  without  vomiting  or  any 

other 
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other  bad  fymptoms;  and  have  known  other 
women  die,  as  it  were,  inftantaneoufly  after 
delivery,  though  I  always  imputed  fuch  fud- 
den  death  to  their  being  exhaufted  by  long 
labour,  the  fudden  emptying  of  their  veflels, 
and  a  greater  lofs  of  blood  than  their  confti- 
tution  cduld  bear. 
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COLLECTION  XXII. 

Of  children  fuppofed  to  be  dead-born  ;  of  the 
head  fqueezed  into  different  forms;  of  the 
Funis  not  fufficiently  tied,  broke  fhort,  or 
feparated  in  a  wrong  place. 

N  U  M  B.  I.  CASE  I. 

Of  children  fuppofed  to  be  dead  born. 

In  the  year  1747,  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  a  woman  in  labour  in  the  feventh 
month,  who,  before  I  arrived,  had  flooded  a 
good  deal,  though  the  haemorrhage  was  flop¬ 
ped. 

The  patient  was  foon  delivered  of  a  child, 
to  all  appearance  dead  :  and,  after  the  mid¬ 
wife  had  tried  the  common  methods  of  rub¬ 
bing  the  temples  and  bread  with  brandy, 
whipping  and  holding  onion  to  the  mouth 
and  nofe,  it  was  laid  by  in  a  clofet.  About 
five  minutes  were  confumed  in  thefe  experi¬ 
ments,  and  in  two  or  three  minutes  more, 
while  I  was  preferring  fome  medicines  to  re¬ 
cruit  the  weak  patient,  I  heard  a  kind  of 
whimpering  noife  in  the  elefet.  Not  know¬ 
ing  where  the  child  w>as  laid,  I  afked  if  there 
was  a  kitten  confined  in  that  place.  The 
nurfe  immediately  ran  into  the  clofet,  and 
brought  out  the  child,  which  was  alive,  and 
afterwards  reared,  though  with  great  difficulty. 

CASE 
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In  the  year  1749,  I  attended  a  woman  in 
labour,  and  the  navel-firing  prefenting  with 
the  arm,  I  delivered  the  child  by  the  feet. 
From  the  pulfation  of  the  arteries  of  the  Fu - 
/4nhy  I  knew  it  was  alive  ;  but  I  found  great 
difficulty  in  delivering  the  head,  and  was 
obliged  to  reft  feveral  times  before  I  could  ef¬ 
fect  it;  fo  that  the  pulfation  ceafed,  and  the 
child  feemed  to  be  dead,  after  all  the  common 
efforts  were  ufed  for  its  recovery. 

Neverthelefs,  I  inflated  the  lungs,  by  blow¬ 
ing  into  the  mouth  through  a  female  cathe¬ 
ter,  and  the  child  gave  one  gafp,  upon  which 
I  repeated  the  inflation  at  feveral  intervals, 
until  the  child  began  to  breathe,  and  it  actu¬ 
ally  recovered. 

N  U  M  B.  II.  C  A  S  E  I. 

Of  the  child’s  head  fqueezed  into  different 

forms. 

In  the  year  1750,  I  attended  a  woman 
who  had  before  been  fubjeft  to  lingering  la¬ 
bours,  occafioned  by  the  fmall  fize  of  her  Pel - 
vis :  at  this  time,  however,  the  delivery  was 
pretty  quick,  becaufe  the  child  was  final],  and 
the  bones  of  the  Cranium  eafily  yielded  and 
rode  one  another.  But  the  head  being  (queez- 
ed  to  a  great  length  from  the  face  to  the  Ver -t 

Z  2  tCK} 
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tex,  I  prefled  the  palms  of  my  hands  againft 
both  thefe  parts,  and  with  great  eafe  brought 
it  to  a  better  form. 

.  '  i  *  \ 

C  A  S  E  II. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  I  attended  a 
woman  who  had  a  large  and  well  -fhaped Pelvis, 
and  had  formerly  been  favoured  with  very 
quick  labours  :  but,  on  this  occafion,  the 
child  being  large,  and  the  mother  weak,  the 
delivery  was  tedious,  and  though  the  child's 
head  was  comprefled  into  a  longitudinal  form, 
I  eafily  reduced  it  into  the  natural  lhape. 

In  all  cafes  where  the  head  was  thus  fqueez- 
ed,  I  have  been  able  to  alter  the  form  by  a 
gentle  preflure  between  my  hands  j  unlefs  it 
had  been  comprefled  for  many  hours  by  being 
retained  in  the  Pelvis ,  and  then  I  have  found 
jt  impoflible  to  make  an  effect ual  alteration. 

N  U  M  B.  III.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  Fun  rs  not  fufficiently  tied,  broke  (hort, 
or  feparated  in  a  wrong  place. 

In  the  year  1726,  I  delivered  a  woman 
whofe  cafe  was  preternatural.  Though  the 
navel -firing  was  thicker  than  ufual,  I  thought 
I  had  tied  it  fufficiently,  and  the  child  being 
laid  by  the  fire,  continued  in  that  fituation  a 
good  while  before  it  w  as  dreffed,  becaufe  the 
attention  of  myfelf  and  the  attendants  was 
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engrcfled  by  the  mother,  who  was  extremely 
weak  and  low.  After  fhe  was  recovered  and 
laid  properly  in  bed,  I  went  towards  the 
child,  and  was  very  much  furprifed  to  fee  fo 
much  blood  loft,  and  to  obferve  it  (till  flow¬ 
ing  from  the  Funis .  I  no  fooner  difcovered 
this,  than  I  made  another  ligature  on  the 
outiide  of  the  former,  and  pulling  it  very 
tight,  the  dilcharge  leflened,  though  it  did 
not  entirely  ceaie,  until  I  had  made  a  third. 
The  child,  which  feetned  to  be  healthy  and 
florid  when  firft  born,  was  exhaufted  by  this 
haemorrhage,  and  continued  weak  and  pale 
for  feveral  days,  until  it  was  recovered  by 
fucking  the  mother. 

Thick  navel-ftrings  require  very  firm  liga¬ 
tures,  and  a  good  portion  of  them  ought  to 
be  left  in  the  feparation. 

C  A  S  E  II. 

In  the  year  1744,  having  delivered  a  wo¬ 
man  whofe  cafe  was  laborious,  I  defired  one 
of  the  affiftants  to  hold  the  child  before  the 
Funis  was  cut  or  tied,  until  I  fhould  move  the 
woman  a  little  further  into  the  bed,  that  Ihe 
might  not  run  the  rifque  of  catching  cold. 

The  afliftant,  who  received  it  in  a  hurry 
and  trepidation,  pulled  away  fo  fuddenly,  as 
to  break  the  Funis  fhort  from  the  belly,  when 
the  midwife  perceiving  the  child  to  bleed  ex- 
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cefllvely,  took  hold  of  the  part,  and  prefled 
it  firmly  between  her  fingers  and  thumb. 

I  had  juft  room  enough  to  make  a  ligature, 
and  was  obliged  to  take  a  ditch  with  a  needle, 
in  order  to  fecure  it  from  flipping. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1745,  after  having  delivered  a 
patient  of  a  fmall  and  weakly  child,  I  tied 
and  cut  the  navel-ftring,  and  put  the  child 
into  the  hands  of  a  woman,  who  pretended 
to  great  fkill  and  experience,  and  had  come 
thither  to  fuperintend  my  conduct.  I  no 
fooner  laid  hold  on  the  Funis ,  than  feeling  the 
ligature  upon  it,  I 'was  convinced  that  I 
had  feparated  the  rope  between  it  and  the 
child’s  belly,  and  not  a  little  difturbed,  as  I 
bad  to  deal  with  fuch  a  cenforious  matron. 
However,  I  recollected  myfelf  in  an  inftant, 
and  defired  to  fee  the  child,  that  I  might  know 
whether  or  not  the  navel  ftring  had  bled 
fufficiently,  for  by  fuch  a  difcharge  I  had  of* 
ten  prevented  convulfions  in  children.  I  im^ 
mediately  perceived  the  blood  fpringing  out 
from  the  arteries  with  great  force,  and  before 
I  could  make  a  proper  ligature,  the  child  had 
loft  three  or  four  ounces,  by  which  evacuation 
it  continued  feveral  days  in  a  very  weak  con¬ 
dition.  Indeed,  when  the  child  is  large,  and 
the  head  has  long  been  comprefled  in  the 
7  '  Pelvis , 
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Pelvis ,  I  have  imagined,  that  by  tying  the 
ligature  flightly  at  firft,  fo  as  to  let  the  Funis 
difcharge  two  or  three  fpoonfuls,  convulfions 
have  been  prevented:  but  this  was  a  fmall  child 
that  pafFed  eafily,  and  could  not  well  bear 
fuch  an  evacuation. 

Neverthelefs,  my  miftake  turned  to  my  ad¬ 
vantage  with  the  knowing  lady,  who  was 
very  loud  in  my  praife,  for  having  found  out 
fuch  an  effectual  and  extraordinary  method 
of  preventing  convulfions  in  children. 


4 
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COLLECTION  XXIII. 

Of  cafes  in  which  the  Placenta  was  with 

II 

difficulty  delivered. 

/ 

CASE  I. 

•  -  , 

In  the  year  1725,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
in  labour  in  the  feventh  month,  who  flooded 
violently,  and  delivered  her  fafcly  of  the  child : 
but  as  the  Placenta  did  not  follow,  I  introdu¬ 
ced  my  hand,  and  felt  fome  parts  of  it  fur- 
rhous,  which  I  feparated  with  great  difficulty. 
The  flooding  which  had  flopped,  now  return¬ 
ed,  and  the  patient  in  a  little  time  fell  into 
fainting  fits,  and  expired. 

s  1  , 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1744,  I  was  called  to  deliver 
the  Placenta  in  a  woman  who  had  mifcarried 
in  the  fixth  month.  Finding  it  a  cafe  of  the 
fame  nature  with  that  defcribed  above,  I  re- 
folved  to  act  with  greater  caution,  and  ex¬ 
tracted  tfiofe  parts  only  that  feparated  with 
eafe,  leaving  fuch  as  ftrongly  adhered  to  come 
away  of  themfelves. 

I  told  the  midwdfe  my  reafons  for  acting 
in  this  manner,  and  prognofticated  that  what' 
remained  would  be  expelled  in  two  or  three 
days,  and  pafs  for  common  clots  or  coagula. 

This 
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This  accordingly  happened,  without  any  bad 
confequences  to  the  patient. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  about  feven 
in  the  evening,  I,  at  the  defire  of  a  phyfician, 
vifited  a  poor  woman,  who  had  been  deli¬ 
vered  at  eight  in  the  morning;  but,  as  the 
midwife  had  broke  the  Funis  in  pulling,  the 
Placenta  ftill  remained,  to  the  great  terror  of 
the  patient  and  her  friends.  Imagining  that 
a  good  deal  of  force  would  be  required  to  ex- 
trad  it,  I  ordered  the  woman  to  be  laid  lu¬ 
pine  acrofs  the  bed,  with  her  breech  to  the 
fide,  and  her  legs  raifed  up  and  fupported  by 
two  affifrants.  Then  anointing  my  'hand, 
and  introducing  it  into  the  Vagina ,  I  gradu¬ 
ally  dilated  the  Os  Internum ,  but  found  the 
lower  part  of  the  Uterus  fo  ftrongly  contract¬ 
ed,  that  I,  at  firft,  defpaired  of  making  fur¬ 
ther  progrefs;  and  the  force  I  exerted  was  fo 
great,  and  my  hand  went  up  fo  high,  that  I 
was  apprehenfive  of  tearing  the  Uterus  from 
the  Vagina .  Feeling  the  womb  roll  about, 
under  the  relaxed  parietes  of  the  Abdomen ,  I 
preffed  one  hand  on  the  out  fide,  to  keep  it 
down  and  prevent  its  motion,  while  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  flowly,  pufhing  up  and  ftretching  by 
intervals,  with  my  fingers  in  the  form  of  a 
cone.  By  thefe  means,  I  gradually  dilated  the 

parts, 
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parts,  though  I  was  obliged  to  change  hands 
feveral  times,  becaufe  my  fingers  were  cramp¬ 
ed,  and  at  length,  with  great  difficulty,  I 
reached  the  Fundus ,  where  the  Placenta  had 
been  fo  (Irongly  confined.  Having  gained 
my  point  thus  far,  I  eafily  feparated,  and 
brought  it  gently  along. 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1729,  immediately  after  deli¬ 
very  in  a  laborious  cafe,  I  introduced  my 
hand  to  bring  down  the  P  la  cent  a ,  and  it  pall¬ 
ed  up,  as  I  imagined,  into  the  lower  part  of 
the  Uterus  5  pufhing  up  farther  along  the  na¬ 
vel-firing,  my  fingers  flipt  into  a  contracted 
part,  and  the  Placenta  felt  as  if  it  had  been 
contained  in  a  feparate  cavity  from  the  Uterus . 
As  I  pufhed  up,  in  order  to  dilate  the  con¬ 
tracted  part,  it  rofe  up  higher  and  higher, 
'  moving  from  fide  to  fide,  under  the  relaxed 
parietes  of  the  Abdomen ,  until,  by*  applying 
my  other  hand  on  the  outfide,  I  prefTed  down 
the  Fundus ;  and  kept  it  (ready.  Then  I  gra¬ 
dually  dilated,  and  infinuating  my  hand  into 
the  part  where  the  Placenta  was  confined,  I 
felt  it  lying  loofe  and  detached  from  the  Fundus , 
feemingly  retained  by  this  contraction  only  $ 
fo  that  it  was  eafily  extracted. 

From  this  and  feveral  other  cafes  of  the 
fame  kind,  I  was  difpofed  to  believe  Dr.  Simp - 
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fori s  theory  concerning  the  contraction  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  neck  of  the  Uterus,  until  1 
found,  in  a  gre.it  number  of  inftances,  the 
whole  lower  part  of  the  Uterus  contracted  as 
deicribed  in  the  third  cafe. 

CASE  V. 

1 '  .  • 

In  the  year  1745,  I  found,  after  delivery, 
the  edge  of  the  Placenta  at  the  infide  of  the 
Os  Uteri ,  and  waited  fome  time  to  fee  if  it 
would  come  away  of  itfelf;  but  the  midwife 
informing  me  that  it  had  continued  in  the 
fame  fituation  for  a  confiderable  time  before 
I  was  called,  and  that  (he  had  tried  the  com¬ 
mon  methods  of  pulling  at  the  Funis,  and  di¬ 
recting  the  patient  to  bear  down,  I  introduced 
my  right  hand  into  the  Vagina,  as  the  woman 
lay  on  her  left  fide,  and  pufhing  up  along  the 
navel-firing,  found  the  Placenta  adhering  to 
the  back-part  of  the  Uterus .  Then  grafping 
it  with  my  whole  hand,  I  attempted  to  fepa- 
rate  by  fqueezing ;  this  expedient  failing,  I 
attempted  to  part  the  upper-edge  with 
my  fingers,  but  it  adhering  firmly  at  that 
part,  and  my  hand  being  much  confined, 
I  withdrew  it,  and  introduced  *the  left, 
with  the  back  to  the  Sacrum .  I  now  gradu¬ 
ally  feparated  the  lower  edge  of  the  Placenta 
from  the  inferior  and  pofterior  part  of  the 
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Uterus ;  and  finding  it  adhere  firmer  as  I 
reached  farther  up,  I  prefied  my  fingers  with 
greater  force  againft  thefe  parts,  which  felt 
callous,  and  by  degrees  difengaged  them  from 
the  Uterus.  >  By  this  time,  imagining  I  had 
feparated  the  whole  Placenta ,  I  attempted  to 
bring  it  along,  by  pulling  at  its  lower  part  as 
well  as  at  the  Funis ;  but  thefe  effo;ts  proving 
ineffectual,  I  pufhed  up  again,  and  made  a 
total  reparation,  after  which  I  brought  it 
away  in  a  very  ragged  condition  :  bur  the 
woman  complained  of  a  good  deal  of  pain, 
loft  an  uncommon  quantity  of  blood,  and 
continued  weak  for  a  long  time. 

I  have  often  thought  that  this  hurrying 
method  was  unneccffary,  and  productive  of 
many  complaints  to  the  patient :  for  in  many 
cafes  that  have  fince  occurred  in  my  practice, 
the  Placenta ,  when  the  edge  of  it  was  found 
at  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  has  come  down 
of  itfelf  at  leifure;  the  woman  has  loft  lefs 
blood,  and  recovered  better,  than  where  force 
hath  been  ufed  to  extrad  it  immediately. 

.  .  .  ,  rr  •  /  v 

CASE  VI.  ' 

In  the  year  1747,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
who  had  been  delivered  feveral  hours.  The 

V  • 

midwife  told  me  fhe  had  at  firft  tried  gentle 
methods  to  bring  down  the  Placenta ,  but 
to  no  purpofe,  and  afterwards  introducing 

her 
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her  hand  along  the  navel-firing,  could  not 
find  it. 

I  infinuated  my  hand  as  fhe  lay  on  her  left 
fide,  and  found  the  Placenta  contained,  as  it 
were,  in  a  diflindl  cavity  at  the'  upper  part, 
and  left  fide  of  the  Uterus ;  but  as  the  patient 
moved  from  me,  and  could  not  be  kept  fteady, 
and  the  Uterus  rolled  about  as  I  endeavoured 
to  dilate  the  contradled  parts,  I  put  her  in  the 
pofitiOn  defcribcd  in  the  third  cafe,  and  ex- 
tradled  the  Placenta  in  the  fame  manner. 

The  appearance  here  was  different  from 
any  I  had  formerly  felt ;  there  was  a  pretty 
large  fpace  for  the  hand  in  the  Uterus ,  and 
the  Placenta  felt  as  if  it  had  been  contained 
in  a  feparate  cavity  on  one  fide,  the  entry  of 
which  would  at  firft  fcarce  admit  two  or 
three  of  my  fingers. 

I  underftood  from  the  midwife,  that  the 
membranes  had  .broke  long  before  delivery, 
that  the  woman  was  very  big,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  water  had  been  difcharged.  This 
hidden  evacuation,  in  all  probability,  was  the 
caufe  of  the  womb’s  contradling  itfelf  into 
fuch  a  cavity  around  the  Placenta . 

CASE  VII. 

In  the  fame  year,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
in  labour,  and  finding  her  belly  pendulous,  I 
ordered  her  to  be  laid  on  her  back  with  her 
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fhoulders  low  and  her  breech  raifed.  The! 
child’s  head  being  fmall,  (he  was  foon  deli¬ 
vered,  and  I  defired  the  midwife  to  let  the 
Placenta  come  flowly  away.  Neverthelefs,  as 
it  was  not  immediately  expelled,  and  fhe  was 
loth  to  lofe  the  credit  of  the  operation,  fhe 
pulled  with  fuch  force  as  broke  the  Funis  clofe 
to  the  Placenta ,  and  afterwards  introduced 
her  hand  to  feparate,  though  without  fuccefs* 
I  was  then  called  from  the  next  room  to  her 
affiftance,  and  being  informed  of  the  acci¬ 
dent,  took  the  opportunity  of  the  patient’s  be¬ 
ing  ftill  in  the  proper  pofition,  to  introduce 
my  right  hand  into  the  Uterus ,  to  the  fore¬ 
part  of  which  I  found  the  Placenta  adhering  : 
but  it  was  fo  much  forwards,  that  I  could 
not  feparate,  while  fhe  remained  in  that  po¬ 
fition  ;  I  therefore  turned  her  on  her  left  fide* 
fo  as  that  my  hand  could  reach  farther  for¬ 
ward,  and  effefted  the  feparation.  . 

CASE  VIII. 

In  the  year  1750,  after  having  delivered  a 
woman  of  a  dead  child,  I  found  the  Placenta 
gradually  defended  into  the  Vagina ;  and 
imagining  it  was  fully  difengaged  from  the 
Uterus ,  I  helped  it  along,  by  pulling  gently  at 
its  under-edge,  and  at  the  navel-ftring.  How¬ 
ever,  it  was  fo  tender,  from  being  mortified, 
that  fome  part  of  it  was  left  behind;  but 
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feeling  the  Os  Uteri  clofely  contracted,  and  the 
womb  itfelf  reduced  to  the  fize  of  a  fmall 
child’s  head,  I  thought  it  was  pity  to  give  the 
woman  frefli  pain  by  dilating  the  parts,  and 
the  fragments  were  difcharged  in  three  days, 
without  any  other  inconvenience  to  the  wo¬ 
man  than  the  bad  colour  and  fmell  of  the 
Lochia ,  which  gave  no  uneafinefs  or  alarm, 
becaufe  I  had  apprifed  the  nurfe  of  what 
would  happen. 

CASE  IX. 

In  the  year  1752,  I  delivered  the  wife  of 
a  gentleman  who  had  formerly  attended  my 
lectures.  The  Placenta  was  expelled  by  the 
labour-pains,  fo  that  I  did  nothing  but  help 
it  through  the  Os  Externum ;  but  the  mem¬ 
branes  were  tore  all  round  from  the  edge  of 
it,  and  detained  in  the  Uterus ,  which  was 
contracted  as  in  the  former  cafe. 

The  gentleman  agreed  with  me,  that  it  was 
more  prudent  to  let  them  come  away  of  them- 
felves,  than  to  run  the  rifque  of  hurting  and 
inflaming  the  womb;  and  they  were  accord¬ 
ingly  difcharged  in  four  or  five  days,  without 
the  leafi  inconvenience  to  the  patient.  Vide 
Ruyfch,  Tom.  iii.  Dec.  2.  p.  30. 

And  Mr.  Portal ,  Obferv.  XVI.  relating  to 
the  Os  Internum ,  tore  by  its  being  miftaken 
for  the  Placenta* 
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CASE  X, 

Communicated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  - - 

dated  11 46. 

About  nine  in  the  evening,  he  was  fent  for 
to  a  woman  who  had  been  delivered  of  a  live 
child  that  morning,  but  the  Placenta  remain¬ 
ed  ;  and  he  found  her  in  flrong  hyfteric  or 
convulfion  fits,  which  recurred  almoft  with¬ 
out  in  ter  mi  (lion.  The  Placenta  adhered  fo 
firmly  to  the  Uterus ,  that  with  great  difficulty 
he  feparated  part  of  it,  and  what  came  away 
was  brought  off  in  feveral  pieces :  but  the 
woman  died  in  a  few  minutes  after  the  ope¬ 
ration. 

Thefe  are  only  a  few  from  the  many  cafes 
of  this  kind,  in  which  I  have  been  concerned. 

When  I  lived  in  the  country,  I  was  feldom 
called  to  deliver  women,  except  in  laborious 
and  preternatural  cafes,  and  then  the  woman 
was  generally  fo  weak  and  fatigued,  that  I 
was  afraid  of  waiting,  and  therefore  extracted 
the  Placenta  focn  after  the  child  was  born : 
but  if  the  patient  was  not  in  danger,  I  com¬ 
monly  left  that  office  to  the  midwife,  whofe 
method  was  to  proceed  with  patience  and 
caution,  bringing  it  away,  by  pulling  gently 
at  the  Funis ,  directing  the  patient  to  force, 
down,  or  provoking  her  to  puke  by  tickling 
her  throat  with  a  feather. 
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When  I  fettled  in  London ,  I  found  the 
practice,  in  this  particular,  quite  different; 
the  women  were  always  in  a  fright  when  the 
Placenta  was  not  immediately  delivered,  when 
it  was  in  the  leaft  lacerated,  or  when  any  part 
of  it  and  the  membranes  were  retained.  For 
this  reafon,  male  practitioners  were  fo  often 
called;  and  they,  from  midaken  notions 
adopted  from  former  writers,  never  failed  to 
blame  the  midwives  for  having  negleCted  fo 
long  to  deliver  the  Placenta ,  obferving  that  if 
they  had  been  called  at  firft,  before  the  Uterus 
was  contracted,  they  could  have  eafily  pre¬ 
vented  the  bad  confequences  which  were  likely 
to  enfue.  Such  infinuations  alarmed  the  wo¬ 
men,  and,  in  order  to  avoid  thefe  reproaches 
for  the  future,  the  midwives  did  not  wait  as 
formerly,  but  hurried  off  the  Placenta  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  child.  But  this  practice  did 
not  anfvver  their  aim:  for  if  the  Placenta  was 
torn,  or  any  part  of  it,  or  the  membranes 
retained,  and  the  patient  chanced  to  be  feized 
with  a  fever,  perhaps  from  a  different  caufe, 
fo  as  not  to  recover  in  the  ufual  way,  it  was 
always  imputed  to  the  retention  of  thefe  por¬ 
tions,  and  the  midwife  blamed  accordingly. 

I  have  been  often  amazed  at  the  ridiculous 
and  fuperftitious  obfervations  of  practitioners 
with  regard  to  the  knots  upon  the  Funis y 

Vo l.  II.  A  a  fcir- 
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fcirrhous  appearances,  and  the  different  fhape 
or  figure  of  the  Placenta ,  which  was  often 
kept  nine  days  in  water  and  the  circum- 
fiances  of  the  woman’s  recovery,  predided 
from  its  colour. 

I  at  firft  fvvam  with  the  ftream  of  general 
practice,  till  finding,  by  repeated  obfervation, 
that  violence  ought  not  to  be  done  to  nature, 
which  flowly  feparates  and  fqueezes  down  the 
Placenta  by  the  gradual  contradion  of  the 
Uterus-,  and  having  occafion  to  perceive,  in 
feveral  inftances,  that  the  womb  was  as 
ftrongly  contracted  immediately  after  the  de¬ 
livery  of  the  child  as  I  have  found  it  feveral 
hours  after  delivery  -,  I  refolved  to  change  my 
method,  and  ad  with  lefs  precipitation  in 
extrading  the  Placenta .  What  helped  to  de¬ 
termine  me  upon  this  occafion,  was  a  cafe 
in  which  the  woman  was  fo  weak,  that  I  durft 
not  venture  to  feparate,  though  I  waited  three 
hours,  without  finding  the  Placenta  at  the  Os 
Uteri-,  neverthelefs,  when  fhe  recovered  a 
little,  a  few  after-pains  came  on,  and  forced 
it  down  to  the  Vagina . 

Soon  after  this  occurrence,  in  confulting 
Ruyfch  about  every  thing  he  had  writ  con¬ 
cerning  women,  I  found  him  exclaiming 
againft  the  premature  extradion  of  the  Pla¬ 
centa .  His  authority  confirmed  the  opinion  I 
had  already  adopted,  and  induced  me  to  chufe 

2  a  more 
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a  more  natural  way  of  proceeding.  Either 
before  or  after  I  have  feparated  the  Funis y  and 
given  away  the  child,  I  introduce  my  finger 
into  the  Vagina ,  to  feel  if  the  Placenta  is  at 
the  Os  Uteri ;  and  if  this  £>e  the  cafe.  I  am 
fure  it  will  come  down  of  itfelf,  at  any  rate. 
I  wait  fome  time,  and  commonly  in  ten,  fif¬ 
teen,  or  twenty  minutes,  the  woman  begins 
*  to  be  feized  with  fome  after-pains,  which  gra¬ 
dually  feparate  and  force  it  along.  By  pull¬ 
ing  gently  at  the  Funis ,  it  defcends  into  the 
Vagina ,  then  taking  hold  of  it,  I  bring  it 
through  the  Os  Externum .  But  if,  after  having 
waited  a  confiderable  time,  without  feeling 
any  part  of  the  Placenta ,  or  perceiving  any 
natural  efforts  for  its  expulfion,  I  provoke 
the  woman  to  reach,  and  if  this  expedient  is 
not  attended  with  fuccefs,  I  infinuate  my 
hand  gently,  and  deliver  the  cake,  obferving 
always  a  medium  between  the  two  extremes 
of  practice,  namely,  that  of  delivering  too 
foon,  and  that  of  waiting  too  long  for  its 
expulfion.  But  it  mufi:  be  obferved,  that  in 
laborious  or  preternatural  cafes,  when  the  wo¬ 
man  is  in  danger,  I  commonly  affift  fooner. 


A  a  2 
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COLLECTION  XXIV. 

Of  laborious  cafes,  when  the  Vertex  pre- 
fents,  and  the  child’s  head  is  low  in  the 
Pelvis,  and  delivered  with  the  Fillet. 

C  A  S  E  I. 

In  the  year  1730,  I  was  in  the  morning 
called  to  a  woman  in  her  firft  pregnancy,  who 
had  been  long  in  labour,  and  very  much  fa¬ 
tigued  by  the  officioufnefs  of  the  midwife.  I 
found  the  child’s  head  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  Pelvis ,  where,  as  the  midwife  told  me,  it 
had  remained  from  eight  o’clock  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  night,  tho*  fhe  had  tried  all  the  diffe¬ 
rent  pofitions ;  and  I  underftood  that  the 
waters  had  been  draining  off  for  twenty-four 
hours.  '  , 

Having  loft  fome  children  in  cafes  of  the 
fame  nature,  by  turning,,  and  others  by  being 
obliged  to  deliver  with  the  crochet,  after 
having  tried  Maurtceaics  fillet  without  fuccefs^ 
I  refolved  to  form  a  fillet  into  a  noofe,  and 
endeavour  to  fix  it  round  the  upper  part  of 
the  head  with  my  fingers,  hoping  that  I  fhoukl 
fucceed  in  this  cafe,  becaufe  I  found  the  head 
was  fmall,  by  moving  my  fingers  eafily  round 
it.  Yet,  before  I  would  attempt  this  method 
I  prefcribed  ten  drops  of  liquid  laudanum,  by 
which  fhe  procured  fome  fleep.  Her  ftrength 

5  being 
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being  recruited,  the  pains  returned,  though 
weakly,  and  the  head  was  forced  down  a  lit¬ 
tle  by  each,  though  it  afterwards  recoiled  to 
its  former  fituation:  a  circumftance,  which  I 
at  firft  imputed  to  circumvolutions  of  the  Fu¬ 
nis,  or  the  contraction  of  the  Os  Uteri  round 
the  neck  of  the  child.  The  Os  Externum 
having  been  fufficiently  opened  by  the  mid¬ 
wife,  I  tried  to  Aide  up  the  noofe  mounted  on 
my  fingers,  along  the  fide  of  the  head,  and 
after  many  unfuccefsful  efforts  at  length  fixed 
it:  then  I  pulled  gently  with  one  hand  dur¬ 
ing  every  pain,  while  I  preffed  with  the  fin¬ 
gers  of  the  other,  at  the  oppofite  fide;  and 
thus  pulling  and  moving  from  fide  to  fide,  I 
made  fhift  to  deliver,  though  not  without 
having  ufed  a  good  deal  of  force ;  and  the 
hairy  fcalp  was  pretty  much  galled,  but  not 
fo  as  to  endanger  the  life  of  the  child. 

When  I  introduced  the  noofe,  I  was  certi¬ 
fied  that  the  difficulty  did  not  proceed  from 
the  contraction  of  the  Os  Uteri  round  the 
neck,  by  feeling  the  Os  Fincce  at  the  middle 
of  the  head ;  and  when  the  child  was  deli¬ 
vered,  the  Funis  was  not  circumvoluted, 
round  the  neck,  fo  that  I  could  not  find  out 
the  caufe  that  retarded  the  labour:  I  con¬ 
tinued  feveral  years  in  this  uncertainty,  until 
I  difcovered  that,  in  many  cafes,  this  obi. 

• 1  A  a  3  ftruCtion 


358  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

ftruftion  proceeds  from  the  contraffion  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  Uterus  before  the  fhoul- 
ders,  or  from  the  retention  of  thefe  upon 
the  Pubis . 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1733,  I  was  concerned  in  a 
cafe  of  the  fame  nature,  and  found  the  wo¬ 
man  much  weakened  by  frequent  difcharges  , 
of  blood.  I  delivered  her,  in  the  manner 
defcribed  in  the  former  cafe,  of  a  child  that 
had  been  dead  for  fome  days;  though  I  was 
obliged  to  exert  greater  force,  becaufe  the 
head  was  larger,  by  which  means  the  fcalp 
was  more  galled,  and  part  of  it  .torn  from 
the  Cranium . 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1737,  I  tried  to  ufe  the  fillet 
upon  a  child  which  was  higher  in  the  Pelvis , 
but  could  not  fix  it  until  I  pufhed  the  head 
above  the  brim ;  then  my  hand  having  more 
room,  I  accomplifhed  my  aim,  and  fucceeded 
better  in  this  than  in  the  former  inftance, 
for  the  hairy  fcalp  was  not  fo  much  galled, 
becaufe  the  woman  had  ftronger  pains  to  aflift 
the  expulfion. 

I  tried  the  fillet  in  feveral  other  cafes,  with-* 
put  fuccefs,  and  was  obliged  to  deliver  with 

the 
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the  crochet,  becaufe  the  children  were  large. 
In  the  three  cafes  I  have  related,  the  head 
being  fmall,  I  attempted  to  turn  and  bring 
the  child  by  the  feet ;  but  was  prevented  by 
the  ftrong  contraction  of  the  Uterus ;  and  I 
am  now  certain,  that  had  I  then  known  how 
to  ufe  the  forceps,  I  could  have  delivered  with 
great  eafe,  not  only  in  thefe  but  in  feveral 
other  cafes  where  I  failed  with  the  fillet. 


i 
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COLLECTION  XXV, 

Of  laborious  cafes,  when  the  head  of  the 
child  is  low  in  the  Pelvis,  and  delivered 
with  the  forceps. 

Vide  "Vo  1.  I.  Lib.  III.  Chap.  II.  Se£.  4.  No.  1.  Tab. 

XVII,  XVIII,  and  XIX. 

N  U  M  B.  I.  C  A  S  E  I. 

From  weaknefs  and  anxiety  of  mind. 

In  April  1747,  being  called  in  the  evening 
to  one  of  the  poor  women  who  admitted  my 
pupils,  I  found  her  in  labour  of  her  third 
or  fourth  child,  and  reduced  to  extreme  weak¬ 
nefs  by  long  farting,  as  fhe  had  not  been  able 
to  go  abroad  for  feveral  days  to  beg  in  the 
ftreets.  I  immediately  fupplied  her  with 
fome  caudle,  bread  and  broth  :  but  her  fto- 
mach  was  fo  weak,  that  it  could  retain  but 
very  little;  for  though  I  defired  file  fhould 
take  it  at  firft  by  cup-fuls,  fhe  was  fo  greedy 
of  nourifhment  that  fhe  fwallowed  too  much 
at  once.  However,  fhe  was  afterwards  re- 
ftrained  from  doing  herfelf  an  injury,  and  her 
ftomach  kept  enough  to  recruit  her  ftrength, 
in  fome  meafure.  I  found  the  Os  Uteri  larger 
ly  open,  the  membranes  broke,  and  the  head, 
at  the  upper  part  of  the  Pelvis .  I  left  one  of 
the  eldeft  pupils  to  manage  her  labour,  advi- 
(jng  him  to  perfjft  in  giving  her  nourifhment, 

at 
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at  proper  times  and  in  fmall  quantity,  and  to 
let  her  lie  moftly  in  bed,  that  fhe  might  en¬ 
joy  feme  deep  and  refrefhment. 

Indeed,  when  we  fil'd:  arrived,  all  of  us 
were  of  opinion  that  fhe  would  expire ;  but 
in  twro  hours  I  found  her  pulfe  raifed,  and  her 
ftrength  recruited,  though  fhe  was  ftill  weak, 
and  her  pains  feldom  recurred.  Thus  fhe 
continued  all  night,  deeping  between  the 
pains;  and  when  I  called  in  the  morning,  I 
found  the  child’s  head  advanced  lower  in  the 
Pelvis .  I  could  then  diftinguifh  with  my 
finger,  the  ear  at  the  Pubis ;  and  by  the  fore¬ 
part  of  it,  I  difeovered,  that  the  forehead  was 
to  the  left  fide  of  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis ,  and 
the  Occiput  down  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
right  Ifchium .  I  likewife  perceived  that  the 
head  was  not  large,  becaufe  I  could  eafily  in¬ 
troduce  my  finger  all  round  the  lower  part  of 
it :  and  I  felt  the  Lamdoidal  Suture  eroding 
the  end  of  the  Sagittal  on  the  right,  and  the 
Jpontanelle  higher  up  on  the  left  fide. 

I  left  her  again,  after  having  defired  the 
pupil  to  proceed  in  the  fame  cautious  manner, 
hoping,  that  as  the  patient  was  much  recruit¬ 
ed,  the  pains  would  grow  ftrongej*,  and  deli¬ 
ver  the  child. 

Being  called  in  the  evening,  and  under¬ 
standing  that  the  pains  were  ftill  weak,  and 
the  goffips  uneafy,  I  examined  in  time  of 

a  pain. 
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a  pain,  and  found  the  head  was  lower,  with 
the  left  ear  turned  to  the  left  groin  of  the  mo¬ 
ther,  the  Vertex  pufhed  out  the  Perineum  and 
parts  adjacent,  in  form  of  a  tumor,  and  no¬ 
thing  retarded  delivery,  but  the  weaknefs  of 
the  pains. 

I  waited  an  hour  longer,  encouraging  the 
woman  and  her  friends  to  exert  their  pa¬ 
tience  ;  but  finding  that,  after  fhe  had  under¬ 
gone  feveral  pains,  the  head  did  not  advance, 
and  that  I  could  eafily  aflift  the  labour,  I 
placed  her  in  the  pofition  chofen  for  lithoto¬ 
my,  and  gently  dilated  the  Os  Externum  with 
my  fingers  during  every  pain.  When  one 
was  going  off,  I  flipped  up  the  fingers  of  my 
right  hand  to  the  Os  Uteri ,  on  the  left  fide  of 
the  Vagina ,  introduced  one  blade  of  the  for¬ 
ceps  between  them  and  the  head,  turned  the 
blade  up  towards  the  woman’s  groin,  over 
the  child’s  ear,  holding  it  in  an  imaginary 
line  with  the  Scrcbiculus  Cordis:  then  with¬ 
drawing  my  right  hand,  with  which  I  took 
hold  of  the  handle,  I  introduced  the  fingers 
of  my  left,  on  the  oppofite  fide,  but  more 
backwards,  to  the  fpace  betwixt  the  Sacrum 
and  Ifchium ,  where  the  other  ear  was  fituated, 
within  the  Os  Uteri ,  and  prefling  the  head 
againfl:  the  blade  that  was  introduced,  fo  as 
„to  keep  it  in  its  place,  I  with  my  right  hand 
infinuated  the  other  blade  in  the  fame  manner 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  363 

on  the  right  fide  of  the  Vagina .  Having  fe- 
cured  and  locked  them  together,  I  waited  for 
a  pain,  and  then  pulled  gently,  *by  which 
means  the  head  advanced  (lowly  and  gradu¬ 
ally.  This  operation  I  repeated  during  every 
pain,  the  Os  Externum  was  gradually  dilated, 
the  child’s  forehead  turned  into  the  lower  and 
back-part  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  the  Vertex  came 
out  below  the  Os  Pubis .  By  this  time  the 
tumor  occafioned  by  the  diflenfion  of  the  ex¬ 
ternal  parts,  was  become  much  larger,  the 
Perinceum  was  extended  near  three  inches,  the 
fundament  flretched  to  two,  and  the  parts 
between  this  and  the  Coccyx  much  enlarged. 
The  Occiput  coming  out  from  below  the  Os 
Pubis ,  fo  as  that  I  could  with  my  finger  ftel 
the  back  part  of  the  child’s  neck,  I  flood  up, 
turned  up  the  handles  of  the  forceps,  and 
gently  moved  from  blade  to  blade,  while  at 
the  fame  time  I  prefled  the  fiat  part  of  my 
hand  upon  the  Perinceum ,  to  prevent  its  being 
lacerated.  Thus  I  continued  pulling  upwards 
by  intervals,  until  the  head  was  fafely  deli¬ 
vered  ;  then  taking  off  the  forceps,  the  body 
was  eafily  extracted. 

While  I  was  employed  in  tying  the  Funis 
fome  of  the  pupils  obferved,  thro’  the  thin 
covering,  that  the  woman's  Abdomen  was  (till 
very  big,  and  on  examining  in  the  Vagina ,  I 
felt  the  membranes  and  waters  of  another 

child. 
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child,  \vhich  I  brought  by  the  feet,  after  the 
patient  had  taken  fome  wine  and  water,  and 
recovered  pf  the  fatigue  of  the  firft  delivery. 

I  ufed  the  forceps  in  this  cafe,  as  a  pair  of 
artificial  hands  to  affift  the  delivery,  becaufe 
the  pains  were  too  weak  to  expel  the  child. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  fame  year,  I  and  my  pupils  attended 
another  woman,  in  labour  of  her  firft  child, 
who  was  reduced  to  a  very  weak  and  low  con¬ 
dition,  by  a  tertian  ague  and  extreme  poverty. 
I  was  obliged  to  affift  with  the  forceps,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  in  the  foregoing  cafe,  but 
the  head  was  not  fo  foon  delivered,  becaufe 
the  parts  w^ere  more  rigid.  One  of  my  female 
pupils  firft  obferved,  that  the  Abdomen  wag 
very  large  after  delivery,  and  I  found  there 
was  a  fecond  child,  which  was  likewife 
brought  by  the  feet. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1749,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
who  was  taken  in  labour  of  her  firft  child, 
and  reduced  to  a  very  low  ftate  by  violent 
floodings,  with  which  fhe  was  feized  in  the 
beginning  of  labour.  According  to  the  mid¬ 
wife’s  report,  I  found  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
open  and  backwards,  and  the  waters  were  not 
yet  difcharged.  As  tha  patient  loft  blood 
<  *  r  very 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  365 

irery  fall,  I  introduced  a  finger  into  the  Os 
Internum ,  and  brought  it  forwards  towards 
the  Pubis ,  and  this  irritation  produced  a  pain 
which  pufhed  down  the  waters  and  mem¬ 
branes  :  thefe  I  tried  to  break,  but  not  fuc- 
ceeding,  I  with  two  fingers  pulled  forward  the 
Os  Uteri  a  fecond  time,  and  another  pain  en- 
fuing,  I  flipped  the  point  of  my  fciflars  be¬ 
tween  them,  and  as  the  child’s  head  lay  at  a 
diftance,  eafily  fnipt  the  membranes.  The 
waters  were  immediately  difcharged  in  great 
quantity,  and  as  the  head  came  lower  and 
locked  up  the  parts,  the  flooding  diminifhed 
and  in  a  little  time  entirely  ceafed.  I  then 
diredted  the  woman  to  take  a  little  broth  fre¬ 
quently,  and  fome  wine  and  water,  or  caudle, 
until  the  broth  could  be  made,  and  defired 
the  attendants  to  give  her  two  fpoonfuls  of 
the  following  mixture  every  now  and  then, 
a  cordial. 

R  Aq.  Cinamom .  Simp.  jv.  Tin  fit.  Thebaic,  gut.  x. 

Syr.  e  Meconio  3y.  M. 

Her  pulfe  being  very  low,  the  pains  ceafed 
for  a  confiderable  time,  but  by  degrees  fhc 
recovered  from  the  extreme  languor  occafion- 
ed  by  lofs  of  blood.  As  the  difcharge  was 
flopped,  I  exhorted  the  women  to  wait  pa¬ 
tiently  for  the  efforts  of  nature,  and  ordered 
the  midwife  to  keep  her  quiet,  and  continue 
tft  adminifter  the  broth  by  little  and  little,  as 

her 
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her  ftomach  could  bear  it,  until  the  lofs  of 
blood  fhould  in  fome  meafure  be  fupplied. 
At  the  fame  time,  as  (lie  was  inclined  to  dofe, 
I  defired  that  die  might  have  no  more  of  the 
cordial.  Thefe  direftions  I  left  in  the  even¬ 
ing  :  and  I  was  called  again  at  fix  next  morn¬ 
ing,  when  the  midwife  told  me  the  pains  had 
returned  foon  after  I  left  the  patient,  but 
were  fo  weak,  that  although  the  child's  head 
was  come  low  down,  it  could  not  be  deli¬ 
vered  without  affiftance.  Upon  examination, 
I  found  the  Vertex  at  the  Os  Externum ,  and 
the  back-part  of  the  neck  at  the  Pubis.  The 
patient,  though  much  recruited,  being  ftill 
weak  and  the  pains  languid,  I  directed  the 
midwife  to  proceed  in  fupporting  her  with  the 
broth,  and  prefcribed  a  cordial  mixture,  with¬ 
out  any  opiate,  to  amufe  the  woman  and  her 
friends. 

I  received  another  call  at  twelve,  when  I 
found  things  in  the  fame  condition ;  the 
pains  being  fo  feeble,  that  although  the  Ver¬ 
tex  was  at  the  Os  Externum ,  they  had  not 
force  fufficient  to  propel  it :  I  therefore  began 
to  dilate  the  Os  Externum  gradually  during 
every  pain,  and  moving  her  breech  to  the  fide 
of  the  bed,  though  in  confideration  of  her 
weaknefs,  I  let  her  lie  on  her  left  fide,  I  in¬ 
troduced  the  blades  of  the  forceps,  one  after 
another,  at  each  fide,  between  the  Sacrum 

and 
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and  Ifchium ,  moving  them  forwards  over  the 
ears  of  the  child;  and  although  I  could  not 
reach  the  Os  Uteri  with  my  fingers,  yet  they 
palled  without  much  difficulty.  When  they 
wfere  exactly  oppofite  to  each  other,  and  in  a 
line  with  the  Scrobicuhis  Cordis ,  I  managed 
them  as  in  the  two  former  cafes,  and  deliver¬ 
ed  the  head  (lowly. 

CASE  IV. 

On  the  third  day  of  July  1750,  I  received 
a  meffage  from  a  midwife,  defiring  me  to 
prefcribe  fome  medicines  to  quicken  the  la¬ 
bour  pains  in  a  woman  whom  (he  attended. 
As  I  was  then  engaged,  and  would  not  pre¬ 
fcribe  without  being  more  fully  informed  of 
the  patient's  condition,  I  fent  one  of  my  elder 
pupils  to  receive  a  more  perfedt  account  from 
the  midwife  herfelf;  who  told  him,  that  the 
poor  woman  had  been  three  days  in  labour, 
but  would  not  allow  him  to  examine,  though 
(he  earneftly  requeued  my  affiftance. 

As  foon  as  I  was  difengaged,  I  accompa¬ 
nied  him  to  the  place,  where  I  found  this  lo¬ 
quacious  midwife  extremely  ignorant,  without 
the  lead  tindlure  of  knowledge  in  her  pro- 
feffion.  When  called  to  the  patient,  whofe 
pains  were  juft  beginning  in  this  her  firft  la¬ 
bour,  (he  had  walked  her  about  and  fatigued 
her  fo  much,  that  (he  was  quite  exhaufted, 

and 
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and  the  pains  had  entirely  ceafed.  She  faid, 
Ihe  had  done  all  that  lay  in  her  power  to  make 
room  for  the  child,  and  that  her  fingers  were 
fwelled  and  painful  with  ftretching  the  birth  $ 
but  flie  could  not  inform  me  how  long  the 
waters  had  been  difcharged.  Finding,  upon 
examination,  the  head  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  Pelvis ,  and  the  hairy  fcalp  of  the  child, 
as  well  as  the  Os  Externum  of  the  mother, 
very  much  fwelled,  I  ordered  her  to  be  put  to 
bed,  prefcribed  an  anodyne  mixture  of  Aq . 
Fontan .  §v.  Tinbl.  "Thebaic .  gut .  xx.  fweetened 
with  fugar,  directed  her  to  take  two  fpoon- 
fills  every  half  hour,  in  order  to  procure  fleep, 
and  applied  to  the  Os  Externum  a  large  poultice 
of  loaf-bread  and  milk,  with  hogs-lard. 
Thefe  fteps  were  taken  in  the  evening,  and  I 
was  again  called  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  when  I  went,  attended  by  my  pupils, 
who  were  permitted  to  be  prefent.  The  wo¬ 
man  had  enjoyed  tolerable  reft,  and  the  poul¬ 
tice  being  removed  and  the  parts  waflied,  we 
perceived  the  fwelling  was  much  abated.  We 
therefore  waited  feveral  hours  in  expeftation 
that  the  pains  would  increafe,  fo  as  to  dilate 
the  Os  Externum  llowly,  and  effect  the  deli¬ 
very.  In  this  hope,  however,  we  were  dis¬ 
appointed  2  then  I  refolved  to  affift  with  the 
forceps,  as  the  head  was  fo  low  down  $  though 
it  was  fo  fwelled,  that  I  could  not  diftinguifti 

its 
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its  pofition :  for  I  could  feel  neither  future, 
ear  nor  back-part  of  the  neck.  Neverthelefs 
I  concluded,  that  as  it  was  fo  low  down,  the 
ears  would  be  to  the  fides  of  the  Pelvis ,  efpe- 
daily  as  the  foft  parts  below  were  protruded 
by  the  head,  yet  not  fo  much  as  to  allow  me 
to  reach  to  the  forehead,  if  backward,  by  in¬ 
troducing  a  finger  in  the  Return.  However,  I 
thought  it  highly  probable,  that  the  forehead 
was  backward  towards  the  Sacrum,  rather 
than  forward  towards  the  Pubis  \  and  in  this 
perfuafion,  I  direded  the.  woman  to  be  laid 
on  her  back  acrofs  the  bed,  with  her  breech  a 
little  over  the  fide,  her  head  being  fupported 
by  the  bolder  and  pillows,  and  two  afliftants 
holding  afunder  and  fupporting  her  legs. 
Then  I  introduced  a  blade  of  the  forceps  on 
each  fide  of  the  head,  and  gradually  addling 
as  in  the  foregoing  cafes,  delivered  the  woman 
without  lacerating  her  parts,  or  even  marking 
the  child’s  head. 

C  A  S  E  V. 

Communicated  in  a  letter  by  Mr.  Fitddeccmb , 
at  Lynn  Regis ,  5743. 

He  was  called  to  a  woman  who  had  been 
two  days  and  nights  in  labour,  and  very 
much  fatigued.  The  pains  had  left  her,  and 
though  the  head  prefented  at  the  upper  part 
of  the  Pelvis ,  he  delivered  her  fafely  of  a  live 
Vol.  II.  .  B  b  child. 
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child,  who fe  head  retained  no  impreffion  or 
mark  of  the  forceps. 

CASE  VI. 

Communicated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jordan, 
dated  Folkjione ,  1751. 

The  woman  had  been  for  a  confiderable 
time  in  ftrong  labour,  fo  that  her  face  was 
exceffively  fwelled,  her  eyes  ready  to  flart 
from  her  head,  and  die  was  hardlv  able  to 

7  j 

fpeak.  The  Labia  were  very  much  tumefied, 
the  Vertex  prefented,  the  head  was  low  in  the 
Pelvis  and  Jay  diagonal,  the  forehead  being 
to  the  fide  of  the  Sacrum ,  and  the  Occiput  at 
the  mother’s  groin  on  the  oppofite  fide,  in 
which  fituation  it  had  continued  for  the  fpace 
of  five  hours. 

After  having  placed  her  in  a  fupine  pof- 
ture,  he  introduced  the  forceps,  and  delivered 
her  of  a  dead  child.  As  (he  laboured  under  a 
Ttyfuria,  from  the  tumefaction  of  the  parts, 
cataplafms  were  applied,  and  in  a  few  days 
carried  off  that  complaint. 

He  likewife  wrote  that  he  had  in  the  fame 
manner  delivered  a  young  woman  of  a  live  child. 

CASE  VII. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Brookes ,  in  a  letter 
dated  North  Wai[ham ,  1749. 

The  woman  had  been  long  in  labour,  and 
the  waters  were  difeharged.  The  child’s  head 

was 
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Was  low  in  the  Pelvis ,  the  forehead  being  to¬ 
wards  the  left  Ifchium ,  but  fo  ftrongly  com- 
prefied  that  he  could  not  raife  it.  He  was 
therefore  obliged  to  introduce  the  forceps 
diagonal-wife,  fo  that  one  blade  was  at  the 
fore-part  of  the  ear,  and  the  other  at  the 
back-part  of  the  other  ear.  After  having 
turned  the  forehead,  backwards,  into  the 
hollow  of  the  Sacrum,  he  delivered  the  wo¬ 
man;  and  the  midwife,  and  all  prefent* 
were  agreeably  furprized  when  they  heard  the 
child  cry,  as  they  took  it  for  granted  its  life 
could  not  be  faved. 

Mr.  Brookes  fays,  he  did  not  ufe  this  method 
until  after  he  had  waited  two  hours,  to  fee 
if,  by  dilating  the  parts,  the  child,  which 
was  the  womans  firft,  could  not  be  delivered 
by  the  labour-pains. 

N  U  M  B.  II.  C  A  S  E  I. 

From  anxiety  of  mind. 

In  Nov.  1745,  being  called  to  a  patient; 
the  midwife  told  me,  that  the  labour  had  gone 
on  as  well  as  (lie  could  defire,  until  an  offici¬ 
ous  woman  came  in,  and  in  her  hearing 
faid,  there  was  a  fire  in  the  neighbourhood; 
She  was  fo  much  alarmed  and  affe&ed  at  this 
report,  that  fhe  was  immediately  feized  with 
faintings  and  fhiverings,  and  her  pains  in  a 
manner  ceafed* 

B  b  2  Upon 
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Upon  examination,  I  found  the  head  low 
in  the  Pelvis ,  the  back-part  of  the  neck  being 
at  the  upper  part  of  the  Pubis ;  from  whence 
I  concluded,  that  the  forehead  was  turned  to 
the  concavity  of  the  Sacrumy  and  that  the 
ears  were  at  the  fides  of  the  Pelvis ,  all  the 
back  and  lower  part  of  which  was  filled  up 
with  the  parietal  bones. 

The  patient  being  of  a  weak  and  lax  habit, 
her  pulfe  low,  and  her  fpirits  depreffed,  I  pre- 
fcribed  the  following  julap. 

R  Jq.  Cinamom .  /imp.  §v.  Cinamom .  fpirit.  §13. 
Fin  fit.  Caftor.  Sp.  C.  C.  a  gut.  xxx.Conf 'efil.  Car¬ 
diac  3ft.  Syr.  Croci  M.  > 

Of  this  (lie  took  two  fpoonfuls  frequently, 
by  which  her  flrength  was  a  little  recruited, 
but  her  pains  continued  weak  and  feldom  re¬ 
curred,  and  I  plainly  perceived,  that  the  la¬ 
bour  was  retarded  by  nothing  but  the  want  of 
ftronger  efforts ;  for  I  knew  the  child  was 
fmall,  becaufe  I  paffed  my  fingers  all  round 
the  head,  which  was  not  retraced  after  a  pain. 

I  had  placed  her  in  a  pofition  betwixt  fit¬ 
ting  and  lying  at  the  bed’s  foot,  one  woman 
being  behind  to  hold  up  her  head  and  fhoul- 
ders,  and  two  others  on  each  fide  to  fupport 
her  legs,  in  hope  that  the  weight  of  the  child 
might  afiift  the  delivery.  But  finding,  that 
although  the  head  was  fo  low,  it  did  not  ad¬ 
vance,  and  having  waited  to  no  purpofe  for 

^  .  the 
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the  effeCt  of  a  great  many  fuccefiive  pains, 
which  I  encouraged  and  endeavoured  to  in- 
creafe  by  ftretching  every  now  and  then  the 
Os  Externum  with  one  or  two  fingers,  I 
thought  it  would  be  the  fafeft  method,  both 
for  the  mother  and  child,  to  affift  as  in  the 
former  cafes  of  this  collection. 

Although  a  fupine  petition  would  have 
better  favoured  the  introduction  of  the  for¬ 
ceps,  yet,  as  the  patient  was  weak  and  the 
weather  cold,  I  kept  her  on  her  left  fide,  her 
breech  being  moved  to  the  bed-fide,  and  her 
knees  up  towards  the  Abdomen ,  with  a  pillow 
between  to  keep  them  afunder. 

Then  infinuating  two  fingers  of  my  right 
hand  between  the  Sacrum  and  left  Ifchium ,  to 
the  infide  of  the  Os  Uteri ,  I  with  the  other, 
introduced  one  of  the  blades,  turning  it  for¬ 
wards  to  the  left  ear  of  the  child.  Now  with¬ 
drawing  my  right  hand,  with  which  I  held 
this  blade,  until  I  pufhed  up  the  fingers  of  the 
left  hand  at  the  other  fide,  between  the  Sa¬ 
crum  and  right  Ifchium ,  to  the  Os  Internum ,  I 
introduced  the  other  blade,  moving  it  for¬ 
wards  over  the  right  ear,  and  taking  care,  as 
I  went  up,  to  turn  the  handles  of  the  forceps 
more  and  more  backwards.  Finding  the 
blades  exaftly  oppofite  to  each  other,  I  locked 
them,  and  began  to  pull  gently  from  blade  to 
blade,  during  every  pain.  As  the  head  ad- 

13  b  3  vanced 
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vanced  and  dilated  the  Os  Externum ,  I,  with 
my  right  hand,  turned  the  handles  of  the  for¬ 
ceps  more  and  more  towards  the  Os  Pubis ,  at 
the  fame  time  prefling  the  palm  of  my  left- 
hand  upon  the  Perinaum ,  which  was  now 
pretty  much  diftended.  In  a  few  pains  the 
head  was  delivered,  by  moving  the  handles 
with  an  half  round  turn  towards  the  Abdo¬ 
men  and  between  the  thighs,  while,  with  the 
pther  hand,  I  flipped  back  the  Perinaum  over 
the  forehead  and  face  of  the  child.  Then  ta¬ 
king  off  the  forceps,  the  body  was  delivered* 
-and  the  Placenta  coming  down,  was  foon  ex¬ 
tracted. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1746,  my  attendance  was  be- 
fpoke  to  a  woman  who  loft  her  hufband  dur¬ 
ing  her  pregnancy  :  fhe  was  naturally  of  a 
weak  and  delicate  habit  of  body,  but  her 
weaknefs  was  fo  much  increafed  by  the  grief 
produced  from  this  misfortune,  that  fhe  looked 
like  one  ftarved  by  want  of  fleep,  appetite 
and  digeftion.  When  labour  came  on,  I 
was  afraid  fhe  would  have  funk  under  it; 
for  fhe  fainted  feveral  times,  and  threw  up 
every  liquid  or  cordial  that  was  given  to  fup- 
port  her. 

I  kept  her  conftantly  in  bed,  and  as  it  was 
her  firft  child,  the  Os  Uteri  was  very  flowly 
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opened  by  the  waters  and  membranes,  which 
luckily  did  not  break,  until  this  part  and  the 
Vagina  were  fully  dilated.  As  for  the  Os  Ex¬ 
ternum,  which  I  feared  would  not  fo  eafily 
yield,  it  was  lubricated  with  pomatum,  and  I 
every  now  and  then  gradually  ftretched  it  with 
my  fingers,  during  a  pain.  When  the  mem¬ 
branes  broke,  a  large  .quantity  of  waters  were 
difcharged,  the  child’s  head  being  fmall,  foon 
came  down  to  the  Os  Externum ,  the  pains  en¬ 
tirely  ceafed,  fhe  could  now  keep  fome  broth 
on  her  ftomach,  lay  a  long  time  quiet  and 
eafy,  and  enjoyed  fome  deep,  by  which  ihe 
was  very  much  refrefhed. 

In  about  two  hours  after  the  waters  ceafed 
to  flow,  fhe  was  taken  with  fome  flight  pains, 
by  which  the  head  was  propelled  in  a  flow 
manner,  and  pufhed  the  external  parts  a  lit¬ 
tle  outward,  though  it  had  not  force  fuffici- 
ent  to  dilate  the  Os  Externum  for  delivery. 

After  having  waited  in  vain  a  confiderable 
time,  in  hope  that  the  pains  would  at  lafl  ef¬ 
fect  this  dilatation,  and  the  patient’s  ftrength 
beginning  to  fail  again,  I  applied  the  forceps, 
and  delivered  her  pretty  much  in  the  manner 
defcribed  in  the  foregoing  cafe. 

CASE,  III. 

In  the  courfe  of  that  fame  year,  I  was  called 
to  a  woman  by  fome  of  her  neighbours,  who 

£  b  4  told 
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told  me,  it  was  not  known  that  fhe  was  with 
child  until  (lie  was  in  labour,  when  her  mo¬ 
ther  had  beaten,  abufed,  and  exafperated  her 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  (lie  had  become  frantic, 
and,  in  her  turn,  threfhed  the  mother,  mid¬ 
wife  and  all  prefent,  who  had  at  length  lock¬ 
ed  her  in  a  room  by  herfelf :  they  therefore 
begged  I  would  vifit  her,  and  bring  my  pu¬ 
pils  along  with  me. 

We  found  her  lying  in  bed,  fo  fallen,  that 
fhe  would  not  fpeak,  when  the  woman  told 
her,  they  had  brought  feveral  doctors  to  keep 
her  in  order.  I  examined  as  (lie  lay,  and  feel¬ 
ing  the  child’s  head  low  in  the  Pelvis ,  waited 
a  Jong  time  for  a  pain,  but  to  no  purpofe  $ 
file  feemed  to  be  afraid  and  lay  very  quiet. 
Her  breech  being  moved  towards  the  bedfide, 
fame  of  the  gentlemen  kept  her  in  that  pofi- 
tion,  until  I  introduced  the  blades  of  the  for¬ 
ceps,  as  in  the  two  laft  cafes,  with  this  diffe¬ 
rence,  the  forehead  was  backwards,  though 
towards  the  right  fide,  that  is,  to  the  mem¬ 
branous  part  that  fills  up  the  empty  fpace  be¬ 
tween  the  Sacrum  and  IJ'chiutn. 

She  lay  quite  calm  and  refigned,  while  I 
introduced  and  placed  the  blades  oppofite  to 
each  other,  and  locked  the  handles  firmly 
with  a  fillet,  to  prevent  their  flipping  off  the 
head,  in  cafe  file  fhould  prove  refractory  ; 
then,  fhe  having  no  pains,  I  pulled  the  head 

9  lowef 
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lower  and  lower,  until  the  Perinceum  and 
fundament  began  to  diftend,  when  I  turned 
the  forehead  more  backwards  into  the  conca¬ 
vity  of  the  Sacrum  and  Coccyx .  I  afterwards 
pulled  at  intervals,  and,  as  the  head  advanced 
and  Os  Externum  ftretched,  I  turned  the  han¬ 
dle  of  the  forceps  more  and  more  towards  the 
Pubis ,  and  delivered  the  head  and  body  of 
the  child  as  in  the  two  former  cafes. 

I  have  often  been  called,  with  my  pupils, 
to  the  affiftance  of  poor  women,  who  were 
reduced  to  a  fick  and  weakly  condition  by 
poverty,  and  the  want  of  the  neceffaries  of 
life,  as  well  as  being  fatigued  by  midwives, 
who,  to  ufe  the  common  phrafe,  had  put 
them  too  foon  upon  labour.  Many  of  thefe 
women  have,  by  means  of  reft  and  nourifh- 
ing  things,  recovered  ftrength,  and  been  deli¬ 
vered  by  the  labour-pains ;  though  fome- 
times,  when  the  child’s  head  was  low  down, 
and  the  pains  fo  weak  as  to  prove  ineffectual, 
I  have,  as  in  the  above  cafes,  ufed  the  for¬ 
ceps,  without  doing  any  violence  to  mother 
or  child. 

CASE  IV. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Ayre ,  in  a  letter  dated 
Bofton ,  in  Lincohifhire ,  1748.' 

While  he  attended  my  leftures  in  the  year 
1746,  he  was  called  to  a  woman,  who,  the 

*  day 
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day  before,  had  complained  of  an  head-ach, 
to  which  fhe  had  been  fometimes  fubjedt ; 
early  in  the  morning  fhe  was  feized  with  con- 
vulfions,  and  lay  infenfible  between  the  fits. 

He  found  the  Os  Uteri  open  to  the  breadth 
of  a  crown,  and  very  thin  ;  underftood  the 
membranes  were  broke  •,  and  the  convulfions 
adted  as  labour-pains.  A  l'mall  flooding  be¬ 
ginning,  he  tried  to  affift  by  ftretching  the 
parts,  which  yielded  with  fome  difficulty,  and 
the  head  being  advanced,  he  delivered  the 
child  with  the  forceps,  which  had  made  a 
fmall  imprefiion,  though  without  excoriation. 

The  woman  continued  infenfible  for  three 
days,  but  had  no  fits  after  delivery,  except  a 
few  that  were  flight  in  the  evening,  and  fhe 
at  length  recovered.  The  child  too,  which 
was  weak  at  fir  ft,  did  well. 

CASE  V. 

A  robuft  young  woman,  in  the  ninth 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  was,  without  any 
apparent  caufe,  fuddenly  feized  with  violent 
convulfions,  about  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
after  having  complained  all  night  of  an  head- 
ach  and  ficknefs  of  her  ftomach  with  vomit¬ 
ing,  which,  however,  ceafed  when  fhe  was 

taken  with  the  convulfions.  About  ten 

.  * 

o’clock,  I  found  her  violently  convulfed,  and 
the  Os  Tinea  a  little  opened  :  as  fhe  had  a 

florid 
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florid  complexion  and  full  pulfe,  twelve 
ounces  of  blood  were  immediately  taken  from 
her  arm,  a  ftimulating  glyfter  was  injedted, 
and  a  cephalic  julap  prelcribed ;  but,  not- 
withftanding  thefe  remedies,  fhe  continued 
convulfive  and  quite  infenfible.  Being  called 
again  by  the  midwife  at  eight  o’clock,  I  found 
her  extremely  low,  her  pulfe  being  fcarcely 
perceptible ;  and,  upon  examination,  I  per¬ 
ceived  the  child’s  head  was,  by  the  violence 
of  the  convulfions,  forced  low  down  into  the 

cavity  of  the  Pelvis ,  with  the  ear  towards  the 
* 

Os  Pubis,  and  the  forehead  turned  to  the  O# 
Ilium,  on  the  left  fide. 

The  forceps  being  introduced,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  prefcribed  above,  the  woman  was  readily 
delivered,  and  the  Placenta ,  which  firmly  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  Fundus  Uteri ,  was  afterwards 
brought  away.  She  feemed  eafier  after  deli¬ 
very,  but  her  pulfe  was  fo  low  that  it  could 
not  be  felt,  and  fhe  expired  in  about  half  an 
hour. 

From  all  thefe  circumftances,  it  plainly  ap¬ 
pears,  that  if  the  woman  had  been  fooner  de?- 
livered,  fhe  might  have  recovered  as  well  as 
the  perfon  mentioned  in  the  former  cafe. 


COL- 
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COLLECTION  XXVI. 

Of  difficult  cafes  from  the  rigidity  of  the  parts, 
circumvolutions  of  the  Funis,  and  contrac¬ 
tions  of  the  Uterus,  in  which  the  forceps 
were  ufed. 

N  U  M  B.  I.  C  A  S  E  I. 

From  Rigidity. 

In  May  1742,  I  was  called  to  a  young  un¬ 
fortunate  creature,  about  the  age  of  fifteen, 
who  was  in  labour.  The  membranes  were 
broke  before  I  arrived,  and  the  Os  Uteri, 
which  was  open  to  the  breadth  of  half  a 
crown,  was  very  thin,  but  felt  rigid  in  time 
of  a  pain. 

Labour  proceeded  very  flowly  all  night, 
and  when  I  returned  in  the  morning,  I  found 
the  child's  head  low  in  the  Pelvis ,  and  the 
Vertex  protruding  the  parts  below,  in  form  of 
a  lanre  tumor  y  but  the  Os  Externum  was  fo 
ftrait  and  rigid,  that  I  could  fcarce  introduce 
two,  fingers,  and  the  pains  wTere  fo  ftrong  that 
I  was  afraid  of  a  laceration.  In  order  to 
prevent  this,  I,  with  the  palm  of  my  hand 
applied  againfl  the  Perinceum ,  retrained  the 
force  of  the  head,  and  when  the  pain  went 
off,  dilated  the  Os  Externum  by  little  and 
little.  However,  two  hours  elapfed  be¬ 
fore  it  was  fo  opened,  as  to  admit  ail  my 

fingers, 
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fingers,  which  were  fo  tired  and  cramped,  that 
two  of  the  pupils  were  obliged  in  their  turns 
to  affift  in  the  fame  manner,  and  in  about  two 
hours  more,  it  was  fo  largely  dilated,  as  to 
receive  about  one  third  part  of  the  child’s  head, 
that  pufhed  out  in  a  conical  figure. 

By  this  time  the  poor  creature  was  very 
much  fatigued,  and  the  pains  were  become  fo 
languid,  that  there  was  no  longer  occafion  to 
prefs  the  hand  againft  the  externa,!  part. 
Though  we  continued  to  encourage  her,  and 
fupport  her  with  caudle  and  broth,  that  the 
parts  might  have  time  to  dilate,  (lie  and  they 
grew  gradually  weaker  and  weaker,  and  I  be¬ 
gan  to  be  afraid,  that  if  affiftance  fhould  be 
longer  delayed,  fine  might  be  in  danger  of  her 
life  ;  for  (he  was  every  now  and  then  attacked 
with  fainting  fits.  When  her  pains  began  to 
grow  languid,  I  had  placed  her  in  a  pofture 
betwixt  fitting  and  lying,  with  her  breech  to 
the  bed’s  foot,  fo  that,  without  altering  her 
pofition,  I  applied  the  forceps,  and  with  great 
difficulty  delivered  her  of  a  child  whole  head 
being  large,  was  fqueezed  to  a  great  length,  but 
in  a  few  clays  retrieved  its  round  form. 

The  parts  of  the  mother  were  fo  much  in¬ 
flamed,  that  for  feveral  days  fine  laboured  un-  ' 
der  much  pain  and  difficulty  of  urine. 


C  A  S  E 
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CASE  II. 

In  the  following  year,  my  attendance  wa$ 
befpoke  to  a  woman  in  her  firft  pregnancy* 
turned  of  forty,  and  of  a  thin,  though  healthy 
conftitution.  The  pains  proceeded  flowly  as 
in  the  former  cafe,  fo  that  three  days  elapfed 
in  a  kind  of  lingering  way,  before  the  rupture 
of  the  membranes,  which  were  pufhed  down 
in  form  of  a  long  gut.  The  waters  being 
difcharged,  the  child’s  head,  w'hich  was  fmall, 
advanced,  downwards,  pufhing  before  it  the 
Os  Uteri  which  was  not  enough  dilated  to 
allow  it  to  pafs ;  this  I  kept  up  during  every 
pain,  ftretching  it  with  my  fingers,  until  I 
Hipped  it  all  round  over  the  head.  As  the 
Os  Externum ,  in  the  former  cafe,  had  given 
me  fo  much  trouble,  I  now  began  in  time  to 
dilate  it  during  every  pain,  and  fucceeded  fo 
well,  that  I  was  in  hope  the  head  would  not 
be  long  retained  after  its  arrival  at  that  part. 
I  found  this  precaution  was  right;  for  the 
woman  had  been  fo  much  and  fo  long  fatigued 
before  the  Os  Uteri  and  Vagina  were  fuffici- 
ently  diftended,  that  when  the  head  came  down 
and  pufhed  out  the  external  parts,  her  ftrength 
and  patience  were  almoft  quite  exhaufted  i 
neverthelefs,  by  amufing  and  encouraging 
her,  £h,e  exerted  her  courage  and  fortitude  for 
two  hours  longer,  though  to  very  little  pur- 

pofe. 
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pofe.  At  laft,  perceiving  the  pains  were  too 
weak  to  force  down  the  head,  and  dilate  the 
parts  fo  as  to  let  it  pafs,  though  about  one 
fourth  part  of  it  was  already  protruded 
through  the  Os  Externum ;  obferving  thefe 
circum dances,  I  fay,  I  tried  to  introduce  the 
whalebone  fillet,  defcribed  in  my  treatife,  and 
alleged  to  be  an  excellent  contrivance  for 
helping  along  the  head  in  fuch  cafes..  This  I 
endeavoured  to  infinuate  betwixt  the  child's 
head  and  Sacrum  of  the  mother ;  but,  as  it 
could  not  be  properly  fixed  over  the  chin,  I 
withdrew  it,  and  applying  the  forceps  along 
the  ears  of  the  (ides  of  the  Pelvis ,  affifted  the 
delivery  as  in  the  former  cafe. 

The  child  was  large,  and  the  head  being 
comprefFed  in  a  lengthened  form,  produced 
convulfions,  of  which,  however,  it  recovered, 
in  confequence  of  my  allowing  the  Funis  to 
bleed  a  little. 

N  U  M  B.  II.  C  A  S  E  I. 

From  circumvolutions  of  the  Funis,  or  con- 
tradtions  of  the  Uterus. 

In  May  1748,  one  of  the  poor  women  at¬ 
tended  by  my  pupils,  was  taken  in  labour, 
which  went  on  in  the  common  way.  The 
membranes  and  waters  pufhing  down  opened 
the  Os  Externum ,  and  when  they  broke,  the 
head  came  down  to  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis  j 

but 
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but  when  propelled  a  little  farther  by  two 
or  three  fucceffive  pains,  it  returned  to  the  fame 
place,  and  continued  to  advance  and  retreat 
in  this  manner  for  the  fpace  of  feveral  hours ; 
fo  that  the  woman  was  much  fatigued,  and 
the  pains  became  weaker  and  lefs  frequent. 
As  this  difficulty  neither  proceeded  from  the 
large  fize  of  the  head,  nor  the  narrownefs  of 
the  Pelvis,  I  concluded  it  muft  be  owing  to 
the  Funis  rather  than  to  the  contraction  of  the 
Uterus  before  the  fhoulders,  becaufe  this  re¬ 
traction  of  the  head  happened  immediately 
after  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  and  be¬ 
fore  all  the  waters  were  evacuated  :  and,  I 
was  certain,  that  it  could  not  be  occafioned 
by  the  expanfion  which  happens  in  the  Ab¬ 
domen  of  a  dead  child,  becaufe  I  plainly  felt 
it  alive  by  the  motion  of  its  head. 

Thus  convinced,  I  directed  the  patient  to 
be  placed  in  a  pofture  between  fitting  and  ly¬ 
ing,  which,  Ljmagined,  might  affift  the  de^ 
livery.  When  the  head  was  forced  down  in 
time  of  a  pain,  I  introduced  a  finger  into  the 
Return,  and  tried  to  keep  down  the  head, 
but  could  not  reach  fo  high  up  as  the  fore¬ 
head,  which  was  to  the  right  tide  of  the  Sa¬ 
crum .  I  then,  during  every  pain,  gradually 
opened  the  Os  Externum ,  which  eafily  yielded, 
the  woman  having  had  children  before,  and 
introducing  a  blade  of  the  forceps  along  each 

ear. 
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ear,  that  is,  one  at  the  left-fide  of  th z  Sacrum, 
and  the  other  at  the  right  groin,  I  locked 
them  together,  fo  that  when  the  pain  recurred, 
I  could  keep  the  head  down,  and  prevent  its 
being  retraded.  In  the  time  of  the  next  pain 
I  brought  it  lower,  and  turned  the  forehead  into 
the  hollow  of  the  Sacrum;  and,  in  two  pains 
more,  it  was  advanced  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
Coccyx .  When  it  was  in  this  fituation,  I  intro¬ 
duced  two  fingers  into  the  ReEtum  to  keep  it 
down ;  but  it  being  ftill  too  high  up,  I,  during 
the  next  pain,  brought  it  lower,  when,  finding 
I  could  command  the  head,  by  prefling  my 
fingers  again#  the  Sinciput  at  the  root  of  the 
nofe,  I  took  off  the  forceps  with  my  other 
hand,  and  helped  the  head  along  in  the  man¬ 
ner  defcribed  in  the  lingering  cafes. 

The  Fimis  being  thirty  inches  in  length, 
was  twice  circumvoluted  round  the  neck,  and 
once  round  the  arm. 

CASE  II.  *  - 

In  the  month  of  September  of  the  fame  year, 

I  attended  a  private  patient  who  had  been 
very  much  weakened  by  flooding  from  time 
to  time.  The  membranes  broke,  and  the  la¬ 
bour  proceeded  tolerably  well ;  but  when  the 
head  came  low  down,  it  was  drawn  back  after 
every  pain,  as  in  the  former  cafe. 

Vql,  II.  C  c 


Having 


386  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

Having  fixed  the  forceps,  I  brought  the 
forehead  down  below  the  Coccyx  but,  as  her 
pains  was  weak,  and  this  was  her  firft  child, 
I  kept  on  the  inftrument  until  one  third  of  the 
head  was  without  the  Os  Externum,  and  I 
found  I  could  eafily  keep  down  the  head  by 
prefling  my  fingers  againft  the  external  parts 
on  each  fide  of  the  Coccyx .  After  having  taken 
off  the  forceps,  I  during  each  fucceeding  pain, 
preffed  the  head  upwards  with  that  hand, 
while  with  the  fingers  of  the  other,  I  flipped 
the  Os  Externum  over  the  child’s  head.  The 
Funis  was  uncommonly  fhort,  and  once  round 
the  neck. 

•  •  \  >  \  • 

CASE  III. 

In  Au'guft  1750,  I  was,  at  three  in  the 
morning,  called  to  a  woman  in  labour,  by  a 
midwife  who  told  me,  the  waters  had  been 
difcharged  two  days,  even  before  the  Os  Uteri 
was  much  opened  $  that  after  this  difcharge 
the  pains  vtere  lingering,  and  fome  part  of 
the  waters  continued  to  dribble  until  the  even¬ 
ing  before  I  was  called,  when  the  head  came 
lower  down  ;  but  now  it  was  after  every  pain 
drawn  back  out  of  reach,  and  the  pains  were 
grown  much  ftronger. 

I  took  the  proper  opportunity  of  examin¬ 
ing,  and  found  the  head  propelled  to  the  mid¬ 
dle 
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die  of  the  Pelvis  by  every  pain,  after  which 
it  was  drawn  back  to  the  upper  part. 

After  having  feen  her  undergo  feveral  ftrong 
pains,  by  which  the  head  was  not  at  all  ad¬ 
vanced,  I  eafily  introduced  my  hand  into  the 
Vagina  of  the  patient,  who  had  born  feveral 
children,  and,  as  the  pain  abated,  raifed  the 
head  fo  high  above  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis , 
that  I  could  pafs  my  right  hand  flattened  along 
the  left  fide,  and  over  the  forehead  and  the 
face  of  the  child,  where  I  found  the  lower 
part  of  the  Uterus  ftrongly  cont rafted.  I  con¬ 
tinued  to  pufh  farther  up,  and  dilate  the  part 
fo  as  to  be  able  to  bring  the  child  by  the  feet ; 
but  finding  this  expedient  impracticable  from 
the  force  of  the  contraction,  I  withdrew  my 
hand  in  the  beginning  of  a  pain,  and  the 
child’s  head  was  immediately  forced  down  to 
the  Os  Externum ,  though  it  was  afterwards 
retracted  to  the  middle  of  the  Vagina .  How¬ 
ever,  having  fucceeded  fo  far,  I  waited  for 
the  effect  of  feveral  pains,  which  I  hoped 
would  force  the  head  lower  down,  now  that 
it  had  made  fuch  progrefs ;  but,  finding  my 
expectation  difappointed,  and  knowing  it 
would  be  an  eafy  tafk  to  aflift  the  delivery,  I 
had  recourfe  to  the  forceps.  One  ear  of  the 
child  being  to  the  Pubis ,  and  the  other  to  the 
Sacrum ,  and  the  woman  lying  on  .her  left-fide, 
I  would  not  alter  her  pofition,  but  brought 

C  c  2  her 
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her  breech  to  the  bedfide,  and  moved  her 
head  to  the  upper  and  back-part  of  it.  Then 
fitting  in  a  low  chair  behind  the  patient,  the 
forceps  being  privately  difpofed,  I  eafily  in¬ 
troduced  the  fingers  of  my  right  hand  to  the 
Os  Uteri  between  the  Pubis  and  head  of  the 
child  which  was  frnall ;  and  infinuated  one 
blade  of  the  forceps,  gently,  that  I  might  not 
hurt  the  bladder  ;  then  I  introduced  the  other 
blade  upon  my  left-hand,  between  the  other 
fide  of  the  child’s  head  and  the  Sacrum ,  care¬ 
fully  turning  back  the  handle,  in  order 
to  humour  its  curve;  and  being  certain,  that 
the  inftrument  was  well-fixed,  pulled  gently 
from  blade  to  blade,  and  kept  the  head  from 
being  retraced  as  the  pain  abated. 

I  continued  to  affift  in  this  manner,  during 
every  pain,  until  the  Occiput  was  brought  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  right  Ifchium ,  then  turn¬ 
ing  the  forehead  into  the  concave  part  of  the 
Sacrum ,  the  Occiput  came  out  from  below  the 
Pubis ,  and  the  head  was  flowly  delivered. 

CASE  IV. 

In  OSlcber  following  we  had  a  public  cafe 
of  this  nature,  at  which  my  pupils  attended. 
The  waters  had  been  long  difcharged  before 
the  head  was  forced  into  the  Pelvis ,  and  we 
managed  the  labour  in  the  cautious  manner 
defcribed  above  $  yet,  after  I  had  dilated  the 

parts 
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parts  and  applied  the  forceps,  I  could  not  by- 
repeated  trials  bring  the  head  through  the  Os 
Externum .  Being  allured  from  experience, 
that  the  obflruclion  proceeded  either  from  the 
contraction  of  the  Uterus,  or  the  detention  of 
one  fhoulder  above  the  Pubis ,  and  not  from  a 
tumefaftion  of  the  Abdomen ,  becaufe  I  felt  a 
pulfation,  though  very  weak,  at  the  Fonta - 
nelle,  I  difengaged  the  inftrument',  and  raif- 
ing  the  head  again,  found  the  difficulty  was 
owing  to  the  left  Ihoulder’s  being  over  the 
Pubis . 

As  the  woman  lay  on  her  back,  I  intro¬ 
duced  my  right  hand,  but  could  neither  force 
the  fhoulders  to  the  right  fide  of  the  Pehisy 
nor  pulli  the  child  farther  up,  fo  as  to  bring 
it  by  the  feet,  though  the  head  was  not ’large. 

I  then,  withdrawing  my  right,  introduced 
my  left  hand  on  the  other  fide,  and  raffing 
the  head,  tried  again  to  pufh  up  at  the  an¬ 
terior  parts  of  the  child,  fo  as  to  reach  the 
feet  5  but  failed  once  more,  from  the  ftrong 
contraction  of  the  Uterus.  However,  getting 
hold  of  the  left  arm,  I  brought  it  down,  and 
as  I  withdrew  my  hand,  the  head  followed  to 
the  Os  Externum  and  lower  part  of  the  Pel¬ 
vis,  I  turned  the  right  arm  to  the  right  fide 
of  the  Sacrum ,  the  pains  being  weak,  again 
fixed  the  forceps,  which  I  moved  in  a  proper 
manner,  and  pulling  gently  at  the  hand,  de- 

C  c  3  livered 
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livered  the  head,  which  was  followed  by  the 
body. 

CASE  V. 

In  June  1751,  I  w'as  called  by  a  midwife 
to  a  woman  who  had  been  many  hours  in  la¬ 
bour,  and  found,  that  after  the  difcbarge  of 
the  waters,  the  head  was  forced  low  down  by 
every  pain,  but  afterwards  drawn  up  again. 
I  was  likewife  informed,  that  formerly  fhe 
ufed  to  have  large  children  and  quick  labours. 

Encouraged  by  this  intimation,  I  tried  to 
turn  the  child,  but  w^as  prevented  by  the  ftrong 
contraction  of  the  Uterus-,  but,  in  making 
this  trial,  and  railing  tire  head,  I  not  only 
found  the  Funis  furrounding  the  neck,  but 
likewife  the  Uterus  contracted  before  the  Ihoul- 
ders.  This  laft  I  dilated  with  my  fingers  as 
much  as  polTible,  then  withdrawing  my  hand, 
applied  the  forceps  and  delivered  the  child, 
which  had  been  dead  for  fome  days.  The 
Funis  was  three  times  round  the  neck,  being 
much  tumefied  and  of  a  livid  colour. 

#  *  * 


m 


COL- 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  391 

COLLECTION  XXVII. 

Of  laborious  cafes  occafioned  by  the  large 
fize  of  the  child’s  head,  the  narrownefs  or 
diftortion  of  the  Pelvis,  when  the  head  is 
low  and  delivered  with  the  forceps.  Vide 
Vcl.  I.  Lib.  III.  Chap.  III. 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  I, 

From  the  large  fize  of  the  child. 

In  the  year  1745,  my  attendance  was  be- 
fpoke  to  a  woman  who  had  loft  her  fir  ft  child, 
in  confequence  of  its  large  fize.  This  fecond 
labour  went  on  in  the  uiual  way,  until  the 
Os  Uteri  was  largely  opened  by  the  waters  and 
membranes,  which  breaking,  the  Vertex  ad¬ 
vanced  to  near  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis .  Then 
the  pains  ceafed  for  about  two  hours,  during 
which  the  patient  lay  eafy  and  enjoyed  fome 
fleep.  After  this  intermiftion,  a  pain  began 
to  recur  every  now  and  then,  and  a  good 
deal  of  water  being  difcharged,  they  returned 
ftrong  and  frequent:  as  for  the  patient, 
whofe  conftitution  was  weak,  I  kept  her  moft- 
ly  in  bed.  '• 

The  parietal  bones  began  to  ride  each 
other,  the  hairy  fcalp  became  loofe  and  wrin¬ 
kled,  and  the  head  was  gradually  and  flowly 
fqueezed  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pel¬ 
vis,  where  it  remained  for  a  considerable 

C  c  4  time, 
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time.  The  Occiput  was  ftrongly  preffed 
againft  the  lower  part  of  the  right  Ifchium , 
the  Fontanelle  being  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
left ;  but  the  head  was  fqueezed  to  fo  great  a, 
length,  and  fo  firmly  compreffed  againft  the 
infide  of  the  Pubis ,  that  I  could  not  reach  the 
ear  with  my  finger. 

After  many  ftrong  pains  the  patient’s 
ftrength  and  fpirits  began  to  flag,  and  both 
flie  and  the  friends  became  apprehenfive,  that 
this  child  alfo  would  be  loft,  notwithftanding 
the  encouragement  I  gave,  by  telling  them 
that  I  had  delivered  many  women  of  live  chil¬ 
dren,  after  they  had  been  much  longer  in  la¬ 
bour. 

The  force  of  the  pains  was  by  this  time 
abated,  yet  every  now  and  then  fhe  was  taken 
with  one  ftronger,  that  forced  the  head  a  lit¬ 
tle  lower,  fo  that  I  could  feel  the  child’s  left 
ear  towards  the  left  groin  of  the  mother. 

At  length,  the  patient  being  ftill  more  funk, 
and  perceiving  no  further  advance  towards 
delivery,  I  introduced  the  forceps  as  fhe  lay 
on  her  fide,  and,  during  every  pain,  tried  to 
bring  the  head  lower,  and  turn  the  forehead 
backwards  to  the  Sacrum .  But,  in  this  at¬ 
tempt,  the  inftrument  began  to  flip,  fo  that  I 
was  obliged  to  unlock  them,  and  move  each 
blade  upwards  again  over  the  ears  •,  the  han¬ 
dles  being  fbced  and  tied  with  a  garter,  I 
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turned  the  patient  on  her  back,  and  directed 
an  affiftant  on  each  fide  to  fupport  the  legs  : 
matters  being  thus  difpofed,  I  waited  for  a 
pain,  and  gradually  delivered  her  as  in  the 
former  cafes.  The  child,  whole  head  was 
fqueezed  into  a  lengthened  form,  feemed  at 
firft  to  be  in  a  convulfion,  but  foon  recovered, 
in  ccnfequence  of  my  letting  the  Funis  dif- 
charge  about  two  or  three  fpoonfuls  of  blood. 

CASE  II. 

In  March  1746,  I  was  called  by  a  midwife 
to  a  cafe  refembling  the  former,  and  tried 
the  whalebone  fillet  (Vide  Tab.  XXXVIII.), 
which  I  could  not  get  over  the  chin ;  fo  that 
finding  the  principal  hold  was  on  the  face,  I 
withdrew  it,  and  waited  feme  time,  until 
the -patient  and  the  pains  grew  weaker,  I  ap¬ 
plied  the  forceps,  with  which  I  delivered  as 
in  the  other  cafes  of  this  collection. 

i  .  • 

My  reafon  for  withdrawing  the  fillet,  was 
becaufe  I  durft  not  venture  to  exert  fo  much 
force  as  was  requifite  for  delivery,  left  the 
part  of  which  I  laid  hold,  fhould  have  been 
galled  to  the  bone  ;  for  I  knew  one  inftance 
in  which  the  fillet  had  been  ufed,  and  adtual- 
jy  fcalped  the  child ;  and  another  in  which 
the  child's  under-jaw  had  been  cut  to  the  bon£ 
by  the  force  of  pulling. 


CASE 
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V 


CASE  III. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  being  call¬ 
ed  to  a  woman,  who  according  to  the  mid¬ 
wife's  report  had  been  three  days  in  labour,  I 
found  the  child’s  head  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  Pelvis ,  and  a  large  tumor  on  the  Vertex , 
protruded  without  the  Os  Externum.  She 
had  been  in  a  flow  kind  of  labour  all  Satur¬ 
day  and  part  of  Sunday,  when  the  membranes 
breaking,  the  pains  became  ferong,  and  con¬ 
tinued  all  Sunday  night;  by  thefe  the  head 
had  been  pufhed  down,  but  d:d  not  advance 
farther  than  the  fituation  in  which  1  found 
it  on  Monday  night. 

The  patient  was  much  exhaufted  by  fa¬ 
tigue  and  the  length  of  the  labour.  Her 
pains  being  languid,  I  preferibed  a  cordial 
mixture,  w  ith  Confedl .  Cardiac ;  and  llowly 
dilated  the  Os  Externum  dining  every  pain. 

*  By  thefe  efforts  the  pains  grew  ftronger,  and 
I  expecled  the  head  would  foon  be  delivered. 
But  being  difappointed  in  my  hope,  I  thought 
it  was  a  pity  the  woman  fhould  be  kept  any 
longer  in  fuch  a  difagreeable  way,  and  as  fhe 
lay  on  her  left  fide,  I  endeavoured  to  raife 
the  head,  fo  as  to  know  its  pofition.  I  fail¬ 
ed,  however,  in  my  attempt,  and  there  was 
no  room  for  introducing  a  finger  or  two  to 
feel  either  the  neck  or  ear  at  the  Pubis ; 
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though  as  the  head  was  fo  low  down,  I 
thought  it  was  probable,  that  the  ears  were 
to  the  fides  of  the  Pelvis .  I  then  directed  her 
to  be  turned  on  her  back,  and  fupported  by 
affiftants,  as  the  patient  in  the  former  cafe  $ 
and  fat  down  with  a  refolution  to  deliver, 
either  with  the  forceps  or  crochet,  in  order 
to  fave  the  woman’s  life ;  though  I  determin¬ 
ed  to  try  the  forceps  firft,  that  the  child_alfo, 
if  poffible,  might  be  faved.  As  the  head, 
which  was  comprefled  into  a  great  length, 
filled  up  all  the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  fo 
that  I  could  not  introduce  my  fingers  to  guide 
the  blades  of  the  forceps  on  the  infide  of  the 
Oj-  Uteri ,  I  attempted  to  introduce  them  feve- 
ral  times,  until  I  was  certain  that  they  were 
fafely  paft  this  place,  and  not  on  the  outfide 
of  the  Os  Pincce.  Being  convinced  that  I  had 
fo  far  gained  my  point,  I  began  to  bring  the 
head  lower  during  every  pain,  and  at  laft  deli¬ 
vered  the  woman  of  a  dead  child,  whofe  head 
was  fqueezed  to  a  great  length. 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1751,  I  attended  a  woman  in 
labour  of  her  firft  child.  She  had  undergone 
lingering  pains  all  Sunday  night,  and  1  was 
called  next  morning  at  feven.  But  the  pains 
being  inconfiderable,  the  membranes  un¬ 
broke,  and  the  patient  referved,  I  was  not 

allowed 
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allowed  to  examine  until  ten,  when  the  pains 
grew  ttronger.  I  introduced  my  finger  into 
the  Vagina,  I  felt  the  Re  Bum  full  of  indurated 
Faces,  the  Os  Uteri  foft,  thin  and  pretty  open, 
'the  waters  pufhingdown  the  membranes,  and 
when  the  pain  went  off',  the  child's  head  rett¬ 
ing  againft  the  upper  part  of  the  Pubis. 

I  immediately  prefcribed  a  glyfter,  which 
operated  to  fatisfadfion  ;  and  as  fhe  had  en¬ 
joyed  home  deep  in  the  fore-part  of  the  night, 
I  defired  fhe  might  rife  until  the  bed  could  be 
prepared  before  labour  fhould  be  far  advanced. 
Every-  thing  proceeded  in  an  eafy  and  flow 
manner,  and  fhe  took  her  pains  in  an  eafy 
chair,  till  about  twelve,  when  fhe  was  pretty 
much  fatigued.  I  then  direfled  her  to  take 
fome  pains  on  the  bed,  and  now  felt  the  Os 
Uteri  largely  opened,  the  membranes  pufhed 
down  large  and  full  to  the  Os  Externum  ;  but 
the  head  was  not  at  all  advanced. 

Judging  from  this  circumftance  that  it  was 
large,  I  would  not  allow  her  to  be  put  in  na¬ 
ked  bed  too  foon,  becanfe,  if  after  the  rup¬ 
ture  of  the  membranes,  the  head  fhould  not 
come  down  without  difficulty,  it  might  be 
neceffary  to  affift  the  delivery  by  different  po- 
fitions  :  and,  in  the  mean  time,  as  the  pains 
were  ftrong  and  frequent,  I  directed  them  to 
get  ready  cloths  to  receive  fhe  waters  as  (lie 
lay  on  her  fide,  for  I  now  expected  that  the 

membranes 
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membranes  would  foon  give  way;  Accord¬ 
ingly  the  waters  were  in  a  littlt  time  difchar- 
ged  ;  but  perceiving  that  the  pains  foon  after 
abated,  and  the  head  did  not  advance,  I  al¬ 
lowed  her  to  rife  and  walk  about,  and  fhe 
took  her  pains  fometimes  in  a  Handing  and 
fometimes  in  a  fitting  pofiticn :  though  in 
order  to  prevent  her  being  fatigued,  (he  every 
now  and  then  refted  on  the  bed  half  fitting 
and  half  lying.  By  thefe  means,  the  pains 
increafed,  and  at  two  next  morning  the  head 
was  advanced  to  the  Os  Externum  and  lower 

A  * 

part  of  the  Pelvis .  That  it  might  not  be  de¬ 
tained  too  long  in  this  fituation,  I  began  to 
dilate  the  Os  Externum  a  little,  during  every 
pain,  and  thefe^  efforts  kept  up  the  pains, 
which  were  become  languid,  in  confequence 
of  the  fatigue  fuftained  by  the  patient.  The 
head  was  not  at  all  advanced  farther  at  four 
o’clock,  when  I  plainly  felt  the  Occiput  & rong- 
ly  preffed  againft  the  lower  part  of  the  left 
Ifchium ,  the  parietal  bones  riding  one  ano¬ 
ther,  the  head,  which  was  large,  fqueezed  to 
a  great  length,  and  one  of  the  ears  at  the  Pu¬ 
bis.  Perceiving  the  pains  were  not  ftrong 
enough  to  pufh  the  head  farther,  fo  as  that 
the  Occiput  might  rife  from  the  Ifchium  to  the 
fpace  below  the  Pubis>  and  the  forehead  turn 
back  into  t,he  hollow  of  the  Os  Sacrum  ;  and 
knowing  that  I  could  eafily  affift  and  alter 

6  the 
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the  pofition  with  the  forceps,  I  thought  it 
was  pity  that  the  mother  and  child  fhould 
run  any  farther  rifque,  and  ordering  her  to 
be  put  in  naked  bed,  I  applied  the  inftrument, 
and  delivered  the  child,  as  in  Coll.  XXVI. 
No.  II.  Cafe  III. 

:  C  A  S  E  V. 

In  "December  1,750,  a  woman  had  been  in 
labour  of  her  fecond  child,  for  many  hours 
after  the  Os  Uteri  was  largely  opened,  and 
the  membranes  had  broke,  and  the  midwife 
had  affured  the  friends,  that  the  head  would 
be  delivered  by  each  fucceffive  pain.  At 
length,  however,  the  patient’s  ftrength  be¬ 
ginning  to  fail,  they  fent  for  me  at  three  in 
the  morning,  when  I  found  the  child’s  head 
low  down,  pufhing  out  the  parts,  in  form  of 
a  large  tumor,  and  the  fcalp  very  much  tu¬ 
mefied. 

After  having  tried  in  vain  to  aflift  the 
birth,  by  gently  dilating  the  Os  Externum , 
during  feveral  pains,  I  directed  the  patient 
to  be  put  in  a  fupine  pofture,  and  as  fhe  was 
very  weak,  fat  down  with  a  refolution  to  de¬ 
liver,  either  with  the  forceps  or  crochet ;  for 
I  found  it  was  wrong  as  well  as  impractica¬ 
ble  to  bring  the  child  by  the  feet.  The  head 
was  fo  large,  and  compreflfed  into  fuch  a 
lengthened  form,  that  I  could  not  pufh  up 

my 
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my  finger  at  the  Pubis ,  to  feel  the  ear  or  neck ; 
neither  could  I  diftinguiffi  the  fituation  of 
the  head  by  the  futures,  becaufe  the  fcalp  was 
fo  much  fwelled ;  nor  could  I  move  the  head 
upwards,  in  order  to  feel  the  upper  parts, 
fuch  as  the  ear,  neck  or  face.  But  fuppofing 
from  the  touch  of  the  lower  part  of  the  head, 
that  one  part  preffed  more  againft  the  left 
Ifchium  than  the  right,  I  concluded  that  the 
forehead  was  at  the  right  fide  of  the  Sacrum , 
and  the  Occiput  flopped  between  the  left 
Ifchium  and  groin. 

In  this  perfuafion,  I  introduced  one  blade 
between  the  child’s  head  and  the  mother’s 
right  groin,  and  the  other  at  the  left  fide  of 
the  Sacrum  along  the  ears,  then  locking  the 
handles,  I  tried  to  turn  the  forehead  more 
backwards,  but  could  not,  until  I  had  pulled 
the  head  a  little  lower,  when  I  delivered,  as 
in  Col.  XXIV.  No.  II.  Cafe  I. 

CASE  VI. 

In  the  January  following,  my  afliftance  was 
folicited  in  a  cafe  of  pretty  much  the  fame  na¬ 
ture.  The  woman  was  greatly  fatigued  and 
exhaufted  with  labour,  the  child’s  head  was 
comprefled  to  a  vaft  length,  and  fo  puffed, 
that  I  could  not  diftinguifh  its  true  pofition ; 
nor  could  I  raife  it  fo  as  to  examine  higher  up. 
Neverthelefs,  as  it  was  very  low,  I  fuppofed 

that 
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that  the  ears  were  towards  the  fides  of  the: 
. Pelvis ,  and  having  laid  her  in  a  fupine  poft 
ture,  I  introduced  the  forceps,  infinuating  one 
blade  on  each  fide,  as  ufual.  But  the  head 
ftuck  fo  faft  that  I  could  hot  move  it  lower  j 
then  I  attempted  to  turn  it  to  the  right  fide 
of  the  Sacrum ,  imagining  the  forehead  might 
be  to  the  left,  as  I  had  moftly  found  it ;  yet 
here  alfo  failing  in  my  endeavours,  I  turned 
the  other  way,  when  it  yielded  with  great 
eafe,  and  the  Vertex  coming  out  below  the 
Pubis ,  the  head  was  brought  along,  and  de¬ 
livered  without  further  difficulty. 

One  blade  of  the  forceps  was  fixed  before 
the  left  ear,  and  over  the  temple  of  that  fide* 
and  the  other  behind  the  right  ear  and  lower 
jaw ;  the  impreffion  was  deeper  than  ufual* 
but  not  fuch  as  to  do  any  injury  to  the  child. 

N.  B.  In  the  two  former  cafes,  I  firft  of 
all  tried  to  move  the  Occiput  downwards,  and 
turn  the  forehead  back  to  the  Sacrum ,  with 
one  blade  of  the  forceps. 

N  U  M  B.  II.  CASE  I, 

•»  * 

From  a  fmall  or  diftorted  Pelvis,  when  the: 

child’s  head  is  low. 

My  attendance  was  befpoke  to  a  woman 
who*  had  before  loft  a  child,  which  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  too  large  to  pafs  through 
the  Pelvis  7  for  the  was  of  a  fmall  make  and 
ftature. 
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In  January  1 748-9,  (he  was  taken  in  labour 
when  I  happened  to  be  engaged,  fo  that  I 
was  obliged  to  fend  a  midwife  to  attend  her; 
and  before  I  could  fee  her,  the  membranes 
were  broke,  the  Os  Uteri  was  largely  open, 
and  the  head  fqueezed  into  the  middle  of  the 
Pelvis ,  in  form  of  a  cone  or  fugar-loaf. 

The  midwife  had  kept  her  moftiy  in  bed 
to  prevent  her  being  fatigued,  and  I  advifed 
her  to  continue  in  the  fame  fituation,  until 
lhe  complained  of  being  weary  of  that  pofi- 
tion,  and  of  violent  cramps  in  her  limbs. 
Then  getting  up,  fhe  walked  about  the  room, 
and  took  her  pains  fometimes  (landing  and 
fometimes  fitting  :  though  I  defired  (he  would 
not  fatigue  heilelf  by  walking  or  (landing  too 
long,  nor  force  down,  except  when  the  pains 
were  ftrong.  In  this  cautious  manner,  (he 
was  managed  all  night,  during  which  (he 
refted  at  intervals  upon  the  bed,  until  (he 
was  compelled  to  rife  by  the  violence  of  the 
cramps  that  feized  her  as  (he  lay ;  and,  as  I 
examined  every  now  and  then,  I  found  the 
head  advance  by  little  and  little,  every  third 
or  fourth  pain,  wnich  was  ftronger  than  the 
reft.  At  fix  in  the  morning,  the  Vertex  was 
prefied  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis , 
below  the  right  Ifchium ;  but  at  eight,  it  had 
made  no  further  progrefs  though  it  was 
fqueezed  to  a  great  length,  and  the  parietal 
Vol.  II.  Dd  bones 
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bones  rode  one  another.  By  this  time,  the 
patient  was  very  much  fatigued,  her  pains 
were  become  weaker,  and  at  fmall  intervals 
fhe  was  fubje£t  to  reachings,  which,  however, 
fupplied  the  defedt  in  the  labour- pains,  by 
forcing  the  head  fo  low  as  to  protrude  the  Pe¬ 
rineum  and  adjacent  parts,  in  form  of  a  large 
tumor.  I  waited  fome  time,  in  hope,  that 
this  extraordinary  afliftance  would  deliver  the 
child :  but  the  patient  being  fuddenly  feized 
with  a  fainting  fit,  I  thought  it  was  high 
time  to/have  recourfe  to  a  more  effectual  ex¬ 
pedient,  and  the  child’s  left  ear  being  to  her 
left  groin,  and  the  forehead  at  the  left  fide  of 
the  Sacrum ,  I  moved  her  breech  to  the  bed- 

§ 

fide  as  file  lay  on  her  left  fide,  introduced  the 
forceps  along  the  ears,  as  in  Colledt.  XXV. 
No.  II.  Cafe  I.  and  in  that  manner  fafely  de¬ 
livered  the  woman  of  a  live  child,  which  had 
been  retarded  by  the  finallnefs  of  the  Pelvis , 
though  it  ^was  not  at  all  diftorted. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1750,  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  a  woman  of  a  fmall  ftature,  about 
ten  in  the  morning,  when  I  found  the  Vertex 
at  the  lower  part  of  the  left  Ifchium ,  and  the 
head  fqueezed  into  a  longitudinal  form,  as  in 
the  preceding  cafe :  as  for  the  waters  they  had 
been  draining  off  for  fome  time  before  I  arrived. 

The 
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The  patient  being  pretty  much  exhaufted, 
was  put  in  bed ;  and,  as  fhe  had  been  feized 
with  a  loofenefs  at  the  beginning  of  labour, 
and  enjoyed  no  fleep  the  preceding  night,  I 
prefcribed  an  anodyne  mixture  of  Tinft.  ’The¬ 
baic.  gut.  xv.  &  Syr.  e  Meconio  iij.  in  Aq.  Simp . 
§vft.  of  which  fhe  took  two  fpoonfuls  imme¬ 
diately,  to  be  repeated  occafionally  until  reft 
fhould  be  procured.  This  prefcription  had 
the  defired  effect ;  and  next  morning  about 
eight,  I  was  called,  and  informed,  that  al¬ 
though  the  pains  had  been  ftronger,  the  head 
was  very  little  advanced.  I  now  felt  the  Ver¬ 
tex  had  made  fome  progrefs  j  the  Occiput  was 
turned  below  the  Pubis,  and  the  forehead  to 
the  Sacrum ,  though  not  fo  low  as  that  I  could 
affift  with  my  fingers  in  the  Return,  or  at  the 
fides  of  the  Qs  Ccccygis.  The  pains  were  like- 
wife  become  weaker,  and  the  patient's  ftrength 
began  again  to  fail.  The  child's  ears  being 
by  this  time  to  the  fides  of  the  Pelvis,  and 
nothing  wanted  but  pains  to  promote  the 
birth,  I  directed  her  to  be  placed  in  a  fupine 
pofition  on  the  bed,  and  with  the  forceps  de¬ 
livered  her  of  a  dead  child. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1749,  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  a  woman  who  had  been  fickly  from 
her  infancy,  and  very  much  diftorted.  The 

D  d  2  membranes 


404  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

membranes  had  been  broke  and  the  waters 
difeharged  feveral  days  before  ihe  was  in  la¬ 
bour,  and  the  midwife,  who  had  attended 
her  lince  the  preceding  morning,  aiTured  me 
flie  had  been  in  ftrong  labour  for  four  and 
twenty  hours.  I  found  the  Vertex  prefenting, 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  fully  opened,  and  the 
head  down  to  the  lowrer  part  of  the  Pelvis ; 
but  when  I  introduced  a  finger  betwixt  it  and 
the  Pubis ,  I  could  not  reach  fo  high  as  to 
feel  the  ear,  nor  could  I  diftinguifh  by  the  fu¬ 
tures  the  right  fituation  of  the  head.  Never- 
thelefs,  the  patient  being  weak  and  low,  I 
directed  her  to  be  laid  acrofs  the  bed  in  a  fu- 
pine  pofition,  and  introducing  the  forceps  at 
random,  by  the  fides  of  the  Pelvis ,  tried  by 
gentle  efforts,  during  every  pain,  to  bring 
the  head  lower  down ;  but  finding  I  could 
not  move  it  without  ufing  fuch  violence  as 
might  be  prejudicial  to  the  mother  and  child, 
I  withdrew  the  inftrument  and  refolved  to 
wait  a  little  longer;  and,  as  the  patient  had 
flept  but  very  little  for  two  nights,  and  was 
much  fatigued,  I  preferibed  an  anodyne 
draught,  by  which  fhe  procured  reft  and  wasc 
refrefhed.  Then  the  pains  returning,  and 
forcing  down  the  head,  fo  as  to  protrude  the 
external  parts,  I  received  another  call,  and 
found  the  back  part  of  the  neck  at  the  Pubis : 
from  this  circumftance,  I  knew  the  forehead 
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was  in  the  hollow  of  the  Sacrum ,  and  that  the 
ears  were  to  the  Tides  of  the  Pelvis ;  I  there¬ 
fore,  after  having  allowed  her  to  take  a  few 
pains,  which  were  weak,  confidered,  that  as ' 
the  head  was  fo  low  down,  the  affiftance  of 
the  forceps  might  prove  effectual  in  helping 
it  along ;  fo  having  placed  her  in  the  pofition 
defcribed  above,  I  introduced  them  along  the 
ears  of  the  child,  and  by  pulling  gently,  dur¬ 
ing  every  pain,  delivered  the  head,  which 
was  fqueezed  to  a  great  length  :  but  the  Os 
Externum  was  fo  rigid,  that  half  an  hour 
elapied,  before  it  could  be  dilated  fo  as  to  let 
the  head  pafs,  without  laceration. 

After  delivery,  I  introduced  a  finger  into 
the  V  agin  a  ^  and  found  the  Pelvis  fo  difforted 
from  the  jetting  forwards  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  Sacrum ,  that  had  the  child'  been  large,  its 
life  could  not  poffibly  have  been  faved.  The 
head  was  of  a  lengthened  form,  and  contorted 
to  one  fide,  and  there  was  a  deep  impreffion 
above  the  ear.  The  forceps  too,  when  firft 
fixed,  had  impreffed  the  forehead,  though 
the  mark  difappeared  in  five  or  fix  days :  but 
they  made  a  very  inconfiderable  impreffion, 
when  they  were  fixed  the  fecond  time  along 
the  ears. 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1744,  a  midwife  called  me  to 
a  woman,  whom  fhe  had  formerly  delivered 
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of  a  dead  child ;  and  fhe  faid,  (he  had  on 
that  occafion  felt  an  uncommon  bump  back¬ 
wards. 

When  I  examined  her,  the  membranes 
were  broke,  and  the  child’s  head  was  funk 
down  to  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis ,  where  it 
was  retarded  by  a  jetting-in  at  the  middle  of 
the  Sacrum ;  for,  inftead  of  feeling  it  con¬ 
cave,  I  found  a  prominence,  as  if  one  of  the 
bones  in  the  middle  had  been  pufhed  before 
the  reft;  and  the  Vertex  of  the  child  feemed 
to  be  prefled  down  in  a  flattened  form,  by 
the  woman’s  pains,  which  were  ftrong  and 
frequent. 

I  was  called  about  three  in  the  morning, 
and  prefcribed  fome  innocent  things  to  amufe 
the  patient  and  her  friends,  who  were  ex¬ 
tremely  anxious,  and  wrent  away,  after  hav¬ 
ing  defired  that  fhe  might  not  be  hurried 
about  or  fatigued.  I  received  another  fum- 
mons  about  nine,  when  I  found  the  Vertex 
fqueezed  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pel¬ 
vis,  the  woman  exhaufted,  and  her  pains 
abated.  As  I  at  that  time  imagined,  with 
others,  that  in  labours,  the  forehead  was 
moftly  to  the  Sacrum ,  and  the  ears  to  the 
fides,  I  caufed  the  patient  to  be  laid  acrofs 
the  bed  oh  her  back,  as  in  Colledt.  XXV. 
No.  I.  Cafe  I.  and  applying  the  forceps  along 
the  head,  at  the  fides  of  the  Pelvis ,  tried 

during 
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during  every  pain  to  help  it  along,  that  the 
child  might  not  be  loft.  As  the  refiftance 
was  great,  I  gradually  increafed  the  force, 
and  though  the  forceps  flipped  feveral  times, 
I  at  laft  delivered  the  head,  by  grafping  the 
handles  more  firmly,  and  pulling  up  towards 
the  Pubis .  But  the  Perinceum  was  torn  by 
/  the  fudden  delivery,  becaufe  I  did  not  then 
know  how  to  make  the  proper  turns,  and 
'  proceed  in  the  flow  and  cautions  manner 
which  I  have  fince  adopted.  The  child’s  head 
was  fqueezed  into  a  longitudinal  form,  flat¬ 
tened  on  the  Tides,  with  a  deep  impreffion  on 
the  Cranium  above  the  ears;  and  from  an  in¬ 
dentation  on  the  Os  Frontis ,  by  a  blade  of  the 
forceps,  which  had  been  fixed  on  that  and 
the  Occiput ,  I  difcovered,  that  the  ears  were 
not  to  the  fides,  as  I  had  imagined. 

Thefe  impreflions  had  very  much  galled 
and  inflamed  the  parts;  but,  in  confequence 
of  proper  care,  they  digefted,  and  the  child 
recovered,  and,  as  he  grew  up,  the  marks  di- 
miniflied  and  difappeared.  I  told  the  mid¬ 
wife  and  nurfe,  that  the  patient’s  Perinaum 
was  cracked,  and  defired  they  >vould  not  make 
her  uneafy,  by  informing  her  of  an  accident 
which  would  be  attended  with  no  bad  con- 
fequences.  Accordingly,  the  parts  were  per¬ 
fectly  healed  in  the  fpace  of  twenty  days. 

D  d  4  CASE 
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CASE  V. 

In  the  year  174^,  a  midwife  demanded  my 
affiftance  in  behalf  of  a  woman,  whom  fhe 
had  once  before  delivered,  with  difficulty,  of 
a  dead  child  in  the  eighth  month.  In  this 
labour,  the  membranes  were  no  fooner  broke 
than  I  received  a  call,  and  found  the  pains 
ftrong,  the  child’s  head  advanced  to  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  Pelvis,  and  the  Vettex,  gradually 
defcended  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Ifchia ,  which 
feemed  lemarkably  near  to  one  another.  The 
head  being  luckily  fmall,  and  the  Occiput  to 
the  left  Ifchium ,  I  refolved,  after  having  wait¬ 
ed  a  confiderable  time,  to  turn  the  forehead 
backwards  to  the  Os  Sacrum,  on  the  fuppo- 
fition,  that  the  narrow  part  of  the  head  would 
more  readily  pals  between  the  Ifchia.  Thus 
determined,  I  kept  the  patient  on  her  fide, 
and  applied  one  blade  of  the  forceps  at  the 
Pubis ,  dnd  the  other  at  the  Sacrum  along  the 
child’s  ears,  and  with  great  difficulty  turned 
the  forehead  to  the  Sacrum ;  but  before  I  could 
deliver  the  head,  I  was  obliged  to  alter  their 
pofition,  fixing  one  behind  the  left  ear,  and 
the  other  before  the  right  ear,  backwards,  at 
the  right  fide  of  the  Sacrum . 

I  attended  in  another  cafe  of  this  kind,  in 
which  I  was  obliged  to  open  the  child’s  head, 
on  account  of  its  large  fize. 


CASE 
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CASE  VI. 

» 

Communicated  by  Mr.  J - ,  in  a  letter 

dated  G - ,  1749, 

The  membranes  had  been  broke,  and  the 
woman  in  ftrong  labour  for  more  than  twenty 
hours,  and  was  weak  from  being  over-fa¬ 
tigued.  After  file  had  taken  a  few  pains,  he 
found  the  head  did  not  advance,  and  confi- 
dered,  that  although  it  was  high,  yet  it  might 
be  dangerous  to  wait  longer,  on  account  of 
the  patient's  weak  condition.  In  pulhing  up 
his  hand  into  the  Vagina ,  he  found  one  ear 
backwards,  and  above  the  upper  part  of  the 
Sacrum ,  which  projected  conhderably  forwards 
with  the  laft  Vertebra  of  the  loins.  The  head 
felt  alfo  very  large,  and  the  forehead  was  to 
the  right- fide ;  he  introduced  the  blades  of  the 
fhort  forceps,  that  were  covered  with  leather; 
but  being  afraid  that  the  handles  were  too 
fhort,  he  brought  thefe  out,  and  introduced 
a  longer  kind  uncovered,  which  was  the  kind 
he  had  uied,  when  he  attended  me.  After 
he  had  fixed  thefe  properly,  he  tried  feveral 
times,  in  vain,  to  bring  the  head  lower. 
Upon  which  he  refolved  to  give  up  that  me¬ 
thod  and  open  the  head,  binding  however, 
that  the  forceps  did  not  flip,  but  kept  a  firm 
Jiold,  he  refolved  to  try  and  make  one  effort 

more. 
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more,  and  after  pulling  with  all  his  drength, 
and  moving  the  handles  of  the  forceps  over 
the  Pubis ,  he  got  the  head  delivered  $  yet  not 
without  bending  backward  the  blade  of  the 
forceps,  that  was  next  to  the  Pubis .  She  was 
delivered  of  a  dead  child  about  noon.  In  the 
evening,  (he  feemed  to  be  in  a  good  way,  and 
in  a  breathing  fweat.  Next  morning,  (he 
was  attacked  with  a  violent  loofenefs,  which 
he  redrained  with  opiates,  but  that  evening 
die  was  comatous,  and  expired  next  morn¬ 
ing:  he  fuppofed  the  lad  bad  fymptom  was 
occafioned  by  their  giving  her,  without  his 
knowledge,  half  a  pint  of  rum  at  two 
draughts. 

As  he  defired  my  opinion  of  this  melan¬ 
choly  cafe,  I  wrote  him  the  following  letter 
with  another  cafe  of  the  fame  kind. 

London,  1749. 

S 1  R, 

I  received  yours  of  July  the  16th,  which  I 
ought  to  have  anfwered  before  this  time : 
fince  you  attended  me,  I  contrived  the  lad 
forceps  with  fhorter  handles,  on  purpofe  that 
too  great  force  might  not  be  ufed ;  and  when 
they  are  not  diffident,  I  would  then  open  the 
head  and  extract  with  the  crochet.  No 

doubt, 
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doubt,  I  fhould  perhaps  have  been  tempted 
even  to  ufe  as  great  force  as  you  did  when 
there  was  fo  good  a  hold ;  but  yet  you  may 
confider,  how  much  the  foft  parts  of  a  wo¬ 
man  muft  fuffer,  by  bending  fo  ftrong  an  in- 
ftrument  againft  them,  as  the  blade  you  fent 
me.  If  you  had  been  fooner  called  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  woman’s  being  over-fatigued  till  the 
head  came  lower,  there  might  have  been  a 
chance  for  faving  the  child.  When  the  Pel¬ 
vis  is  narrow  and  the  head  large,  and  fo  high 
that  you  cannot  or  dare  not  turn  the  child, 
and  the  woman  in  danger  from  extreme  weak- 
nefs,  it  is  right,  firft,  to  try  the  forceps ;  but 
when  you  find  it  won’t  come  along  with  a 
moderate  force,  the  crochet  muft  be  ufed ; 
for  we  ought  never  to  endanger  the  life  of 
the  mother  to  fave  the  child. 


CASE  VII. 

I  had  a  cafe  of  the  fame  kind  fome  time 
ago,  but  not  fo  difficult  as  yours ;  the  mem¬ 
branes  were  broke  many  hours,  and  the  head 
was  forced  into  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis .  Mr. 
M — rd  was  fent  for,  tried  the  forceps,  but 
having  no  affiftants  to  hold  the  woman  firm, 
did  not  fucceed  $  then  he  fent  for  me,  and  I 
was  allowed  to  carry  along  with  me  four  pu¬ 
pils.  The  ears  were  to  the  Pubis  and  Sacrum , 
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*  „  •*  V  ■ 

the  forehead  to  the  left  fide,  and  the  upper 
part  of  the  Os  Sacrum  jetted  in  forward.  As 
I  could  not  turn  the  forehead  with  my  hand 
a  little  backward,  or  pafs  the  blade  of  the 
forceps  along  the  ear  at  that  part,  I  intro¬ 
duced  it  behind  the  ear  at  the  fide  of  the  Os 

t  *  * 

Sacrum ,  and  the  other  at  the  forepart  of  the 
Pelvis,  towards  the  left  groin,  and  before  the 
other  ear,  fo  that  the  forceps  was  fixed  dia¬ 
gonally  on  the  head,  and  the  fame  as  to  the 
Pelvis.  I  ufed  a  good  deal  of  force,  by  which 
I  delivered  the  head,  taking  care  to  make  the 
feveral  turns  in  extracting  it.  The  child  had 
been  dead  many  hours,  the  head  was  large, 
and  fqueezed  of  a  very  long  figure  ;  and  the 
parts  of  the  woman  very  much  fwelled.  She 
was  attacked  with  a  violent  loofenefs,  which 
was  reftrained  by  proper  remedies,  and  fhe 
recovered  (lowly.  When  the  pa  ^3  are  in¬ 
flamed  and  much  fwelled,  the  Lo  hia  fo  me¬ 
rlin  es  are  obftrudled  and  fall  upon  the  intef- 
tines; ;  efpeeially  if  the  patient  has  been  ex- 
haufted  by  a  tedious  labour.  / 

CASE  VIII. 

Communicated  in  a  letter,  from  Mr.  Ayre> 

dated  Soften,  Lincolnjhire ,  1750. 

The  labour  went  on  in  a  flow  manner,  and 
by  waiting  patiently,  the  head,  after  many 

fevere 
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fevere  pains,  was  forced  down  into  the  Pel¬ 
vis,  As  the  woman  lay  on  her  fide,  he  in¬ 
troduced' one  blade  at  the  Pubis ,  and  the 
other  at  the  Sacrum ,  and  pulled  with  confide- 
rable  force  during  every  pain:  but  the  for¬ 
ceps  flipping,  he  was  obliged  to  introduce 
them  again  as  before;  and,  giving  the  fore¬ 
head  a  turn  backwards,  the  child  was,  in  two 
pains  more,  delivered. 

He  fent  two  other  cafes  of  women  who  had 
been  long  in  labour  in  their  firft  children  :  the 
ears  were  towards  the  Pubis  and  Sacrum ,  and 
one  of  the  women  was  very  fat,  and  about 
forty.  He  delivered  both  cafes  fafely  with  the 
forceps,  after  finding  the  pains  were  going 
off  and  the  patients  turning  weak. 

CASE  IX, 

I  had  a  cafe  from  L — ,  in  1753,  by  v^hich 
the  gentleman  feems  to  have  been  too  much 
in  a  hurry.  After  ufing  great  force,  he  de¬ 
livered  the  child,  which  was  alive ;  but  the 
head  was  much  galled  with  the  blades,  and 
the  woman  was  carried  off  in  a  few  days  by 
a  purging. 

In  another  cafe,  the  fame  gentleman  tried 
to  deliver  with  the  forceps  when  the  Vertex 
prefented,  and  the  forehead  was  to  the  Pubis : 
as  he  was  not  able  to  raife  the  head,  fo  as  to 

turn 
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turn  the  forehead  backwards,  he  pulled  it  a- 
long  as  it  prefented  :  finding  that  as  the  Ver¬ 
tex  pufhed  out  the  Perineum ,  it  was  begin¬ 
ning  to  tear,  he  took  off  the  forceps,  and  the 
head  was  afterwards  delivered  with  the  la¬ 
bour-pains,  and  both  mother  and  child  did 
well. 
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COLLECTION  XXVIII. 

Laborious  cafes,  in  which  the  Vertex  pre¬ 
ferring  with  the  forehead  to  the  Pubis  or 
groin,  the  patient  was  delivered  with  the 
forceps. 

Vide  Vol.  I.  Lib.  III.  Ch.  III.  Se&,  4.  No.  2.  and 

Tab.  XXI. 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1744, 1  was  called  to  a  woman 
who  had  been  long  in  labour  after  the  mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  I  found  the  Vertex  was. 
down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ;  but  the 
fcalp  being  much  tumefied,  I  could  not  dif- 
tinguifh  by  the  Suture j,  the  real  pofition  of 
the  head.  The  woman  being  much  exhauft- 
ed,  the  pains  weak,  and  the  head  low,  I 
thought  it  was  proper  to  affift  the  delivery,  to 
prevent  her  and  the  child  from  being  in  dan¬ 
ger.  For  that  end  I  caufed  her  to  be  placed 
in  a  fupine  pofition,  as  in  Col.  XXV.  No.  I. 
Cafe  I.  I  then,  during  every  pain,  dilated 
the  Os  Externum ,  raifed  the  head  above  the 
brim  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  introduced  my  fingers 
and  hand  flattened  betwixt  the  head  and  Sa+ 
crum ,  where  I  felt  the  back  part  of  the  neck, 
which  informed  me  that  the  forehead  was  to 
the  Pubis .  Confidering  that  the  difficulty  or 
obftruflion  of  the  delivery  proceeded  only 

from 
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from  the  wrong  pofition  of  the  head,  I  firft 
tried  to  turn  the  forehead  towards  the  back- 
part  of  the  Pelvis ,  and,  failing  in  the  attempt* 
from  the  ftipperinefs  of  the  fame,  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  bring  the  child  footling  :  failing  in 
this  effort  alfo,  from  the  ftrong  contraction 
of  the  Uterus ,  I  withdrew  my  hand,  and  ap¬ 
plying  the  forceps  along  the  ears,  ufed  a  good 
deal  of  force  to  extract  the  head  as  it  prefented. 
I  brought  it  fo  low  that  I  felt  the  Fomanelle 
one  inch  or  more  below  the  Pubis ;  but  could 
not  bring  it  farther,  unlefs  I  had  torn  the 
Vertex  through  the  Perinceum  and  Anus ,  which 
were  now  greatly  ftretched.  Then  I  difen- 
gaged  and  brought  down  the  forceps,  and  in¬ 
troduced  a  blunt  hook,  that  had  a  round 
button  on  the  end  for  that  purpofe,  up  along 
the  fide  of  the  head,  and  above  the  chin. 
With  this  hold,  I  pulled  down  the  forehead 
and  face  below  the  Pubis ,  and  then  delivered 
the  child.  This  was,  at  that  time,  the  com¬ 
mon  method,  when  the  head  was  large,  and 
fqueezed  to  fuch  a  length,  as  to  prevent  the 
forehead’s  coming  out,  either  with  ftrong  la¬ 
bour  or  the  forceps  5  but  the  bad  confequences 
that  might  enfue  both  to  mother  and  child, 
made  me  afraid  to  continue  in  this  method  of 
practice.  For  the  Perinceum  was  commonly 
tore,  and  that  part  of  the  child  was  fome- 
times  fo  mi^ch  bruifed,  as  to  produce  a  vio¬ 
lent 
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lent  inflammation,  which  deftroyed  the  child ; 
but  a  lucky  incident  which  happened  the  year 
following,  gave  me  the  hint  of  a  better  me¬ 
thod^  as  in  the  following  cafe. 

CAS'E  II.  ' 

A  midwife  called  me,  in  the  year  1 745,  to  a 
Woman  in  the  morning,  who  had  been  moft 
of  the  foregoing  night  in  ftrong  labour.  I 
felt  the  Vertex  at  the  lower  right  fide  of  the  Sa- 
crum .  Hef  pains  were  ftiil  pretty  ftrong,  al¬ 
though  fhe  had  loft,  both  before  and  after  the 
membranes  were  broke,  a  large  quantity  of 
blood.  I  found  alfo  the  FontaneUe  at  the  left 
groin,  which  allured  me,  that  the  delay  of 
the  delivery  proceeded  from  the  forehead’s 
being  at  that  part.  The  patient  being  placed 
as  in  Colleft.  XXV.  No.  I.  Cafe  I.  I  intro¬ 
duced  the  forceps  along  the  ears,  holding  the 
handles  when  fixed  towards  the  Vertex ,  which 
was  to  the  right  fide  of  the  Os  Coccygis .  Then 
I  began  to  pull  from  fide  to  fide,  by  which 
means  the  head  advanced  a  little,  but  not  fo 
much  as  to  allow  the  forehead  to  turn  out  be¬ 
low  the  Pubis .  In  repeating  thele  efforts, 
the  forceps  flipped  off  three  times  5  though  I 
did  not  obferve,  till  afterwards,  that  one  of 
the  blades,  by  giving  way,  was  the  occafion 
of  their  flipping  off  the  held.  As  I  found  I 
could  not  deliver  the  head,  by  pulling  either 

Vol.  II.  E  e  down- 
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downwards  to  bring  out  the  forehead,  or  up¬ 
wards  becaufe  the  head  would  not  yield  that 
way,  on  account  of  the  chin’s  being  preffed 
againft  the  breaft,  neither  did  I  chufe  to  try 
the  blunt  hook,  becaufe  of  the  bad  confe- 
quences  attending  that  method.  I  was  alfo 
averfe  and  loth  to  deftroy  the  child  by  open¬ 
ing  the  head.  While  I  paufed  a  little,  con- 
fidering  what  method  I  fhould  take,  I  luckily 
thought  of  trying  to  raife  the  head  with  the 
forceps,  and  turn  the  forehead  to  the  left  fide 
at  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis  where  it  was  widely 
an  expedient  which  I  immediately  executed 
with  greater  eafe  than  I  expedted.  I  then 
brought  down  the  Vertex  to  the  right  1/cbium , 
tinned  it  below  the  Pubis ,  and  the  forehead 
into  the  hollow  of  the  Sacrum ;  and  fafely  de¬ 
livered  the  head,  by  pulling  it  up  from  the 
Perinceum  and  over  the  Pubis .  This  method 
fucceeding  fo  well,  gave  me  great  joy,  and 
was  the  fir  ft  hint,  in  confequence  of  which  I 
deviated  from  the  common  method  of  pulling 
forcibly  along,  and  fixed  the  forceps  at  ran¬ 
dom  on  the  head  :  my  eyes  were  now  opened 
to  a  new  field  of  improvement,  on  the  me¬ 
thod  of  ufing  the  forceps  in  this  pofition,  as 
well  as  in  all  others  that  happen  when  the 
head  prefents.  ; 


CASE 
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CASE.  III. 

In  the  year  1749,  I,  with  my  pupils  at¬ 
tended  one  of  our  women  in  Drury-lane  :  the 
membranes  had  broke  in  the  evening,  and  file 
had  frequent  and  ftrong  pains  all  night.  When 
they  fent  for  me  in  the  morning,  I  felt  fome- 
thing  like  the  Vertex  down  at  the  lower  part 
of  the  Pelvis  $  and  file  was  much  in  the  fame 
condition  as  the  woman  defcribed  in  Col. 
XXV.  No.  I.  Cafe  I.  but  we  were  all  mif- 
taken  as  to  the  portion  of  the  head ;  for  I  as 
well  as  the  pupils  imagined,  that,  as  the 
head  was  fo  low,  the  forehead  muft  be  turned 
back  to  the  lower  part  of  the  a Sacrum;  and 
that  on  account  of  the  head’s  being  fqueezed 
'to  a  great  length,  we  could  find  neither  neck 
nor  ear  at  the  Pubis .  We  were  likewife  mis¬ 
taken  as  to  the  Sutures,  fuppofing,  what  was 
called  by  the  ancients,  the  back  Font ane lie, 
where  the  Lambdoidal  erodes  the  end  of  the  Sa¬ 
gittal,  was  the  fore  Fontanelle ,  which  was  back- 
wards  towards  the  Sacrum .  I  told  all  prefent, 
that  as  the  head  was  fo  low  down,  and  the 
delivery  retarded  by  the  weaknefs  of  the  pains, 
it  was  lafer  for  both  woman  and  child  to  deli¬ 
ver  her  with  the  forceps  ;  efpecially  as  I  was 
pretty  certain  of  fucceeding,  without  doing 
injury  to  either,  being  certain,  as  file  had 
formerly  quick  and  eafy  labours,  that  the  im- 

E  e  2  pediment 
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pediment  proceeded  only  from  weaknefs,  and 
perhaps  a  larger  child  than  ufual,  which 
might  be  in  danger  of  being  loft  by  longer 
delay.  I  had  her  then  put  in  the  fame  pofi- 
tion,  and  applied  the  forceps  in  the  fame 
manner  as  in  the  aforementioned  cafe.  I  then 
pulled  gently  every  pain,  and  the  woman  be¬ 
ing  expofed  to  {hew  the  operation,  I  was  fur- 
prifed  to  fee,  what  I  imagined  the  Occiput , 
come  along  from  unddr  the  Pubis,  not  with 
hair,  but  bald  and  fmooth.  Introducing  my 
finger,  I  now  plainly  perceived,  that  we  had 
been  all  miftaken  as  to  the  pofition ;  for  I 
felt  the  root  of  the  nofe,  and  eye-brows  with¬ 
in  the  Pubis.  As  the  head  was  now  fo  far 
advanced,  I  thought  it  would  be  better  firft 
to  try  to  bring  it  along  in  that  manner :  there¬ 
fore,  I  continued  to  pull  along  gently  ;  but 
inftead  of  pulling  upwards  as  before,  to  raife 
the  head  from  below  the  Os  Pubis ,  I  pulled 
downwards,  to  bring  the  forehead  and  face 
out  from  below  that  bone  :  they  accordingly 
flipped  out  gradually,  and  when  the  chin  was 
delivered  from  below  the  Pubis ,  I  turned  up 
the  handles  of  the  forceps  towards  the  face, 
pulled  the  head  upwards,  and  delivered  it  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  dire&ions  laid  down  in  thole 
cafes  where  the  face  prefents.  Vide  Col.  XXX. 
No.  II.  Cafe  I.  The  woman  was  not  tore, 
the  child's  head  was  fqueezed  to  a  great 

5  length. 
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length,  but  was  neither  hurt  nor  marked  with 
the  forceps. 


CASE  IV. 

I  was  called  to  a  patient  by  a  midwife,  in 
March  1751,  who  informed  me  that  file  had 
delivered  the  woman  feveral  times,  and  her 
labours  were  commonly  tedious  from  her 
having  large  children  5  but  that  this  was  worfe, 
and  more  tedious  than  any  of  the  former ; 
for  although  the  waters  were  a  long  time  come 
off,  and  the  head  had  been  low  in  the  bafon 
for  many  hours,  fo  that  fhe  expected  every 
pain  would  deliver  the  child,  all  endeavours 
had  proved  ineffectual,  and  fhe  had  fent  for 
me,  becaufe  fhe  was  afraid  of  both  mother 
and  child.  She  alfo  told  me,  that  fhe  ima¬ 
gined  the  head  did  not  prefent  right,  for  fhe 
found  the  opening  at  the  fhare-bone,  and  ima¬ 
gined  this  was  the  occafion  of  the  difficulty. 
On  examining,  I  found  it  as  fhe  had  related, 
and  was  much  pleafed  with  the  midwife’s  ho- 
nefl  behaviour,  and  fagacious  remark.  I  felt 
alfo  the  Vertex  backwards,  pufhing  outward 
the  Os  Coccygis  and  fundament.  Although 
the  pains  were  much  abated,  and  weaker  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  midwife’s  account,  yet  every 
now  and  then  fhe  had  one  pretty  ftrong.  As 
I  found  her  pulfe  rather  low  and  funk,  I  or¬ 
dered  her  a  cordial  mixture,  and  waited  with 
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patience  to  try  if  the  head  would  advance  far¬ 
ther,  that  the  forehead  and  face  might,  by 
that  means,  be  pufhed  out  below  the  Pubis  % 
but  finding  it  did  not  advance,  and  that  the 
pains  were  not  fufficient,  I  thought  it  was 
proper  to  ufe  the  affiftance  of  the  forceps.  I 
then  had  her  placed  as  in  the  former  cafe, 
opened  the  Os  Externum  gradually  with  my 
fingers,  fcooped  up  the  head  above  the  brim 
of  the  Pelvis ,  and  as  I  flipped  my  hand  flat¬ 
tened  betwixt  the  Sacrum  and  the  child’s  head, 
I  felt  with  my  fingers  the  back-part  of  the 
neck,  which  mere  fully  confirmed  the  mid¬ 
wife’s  opinion  and  mine,  of  the  forehead’s  be¬ 
ing  towards  the  Pubis .  After  I  had  brought 
down  my  hand,  and  found  no  advantage  from 
feveral  following  pains,  I  introduced  the  for¬ 
ceps  along  the  ears,  having  fixed  them,  and 
preffed  the  handles  as  far  back  as  the  Peri - 
nceum  would  allow  5  and  tried  to  bring  the 
forehead  and  face  below  the  Pubis ,  by  little 
and  little,  every  pain,  but  did  not  fucceed* 
Thus  difappointed,  I  pufhed  up  the  head  with 
the  forceps  to  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis ,  turned 
the  forehead  to  the  left  fide  thereof,  and 
brought  the  Vertex  down  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  right  Ifchium  5  then  turned  the  forehead 
backwards  to  the  concave  part  of  the  Sacrum , 
the  Occiput  below  the  Pubis ,  and  delivered  the 
head  and  body  as  in  the  former  cafe. 


Thcfe 
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Thofe  cafes  in  which  the  Vertex  prefents 
with  the  forehead  to  the  groin  or  Pubis,  hap¬ 
pen  but  feldom.  If  the  head  is  fmall,  it  is 
commonly  delivered  with  the  labour-pains, 
becaufe  the  external  parts,  viz.  from  the  Os 
Coccygis  to  the  Freenum  labiorum ,  will  frequent¬ 
ly  ftretch  down  fo  much  as  to  allow  the  fore¬ 
head  and  face  to  come  out  from  below  the 
Pubis ,  and  if  the  pains  fall  off,  and  the  wo¬ 
man  become  low  and  weak,  the  forceps  will 
affift  where  the  pains  are  infufficient.  But  if 
the  head  is  large  and  fqueezed  to  a  great  length, 
thofe  parts  will  feldom  ftretch  fo  much  as  to 
allow  the  delivery  to  be  performed  in  that 
manner,  either  with  the  pains  or  forceps, 
without  the  danger  of  tearing  the  Perinceum, 
and  even  fometimes  the  Vagina  and  Return 
into  one  cavity :  befides,  if  the  head  ftops 
there  a  long  time,  the  child  is  frequently  loft 
from  the  long  compreffion  of  the  brain,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  danger  from  bruifing  and,  in¬ 
flaming  the  parts  of  the  woman  :  to  prevent 
all  which  inconveniences,  it  is  better  to  help 
in  time,  and  deliver,  if  poflible,  according  to 
the  above  method ;  efpecially  in  thofe  cafes, 
where  you  cannot  alter  the  wrong  pofition 
with  your  hand,  or  one  blade  of  the  forceps, 
or  turn  the  child,  and  deliver  by  the  feet. 

'i 
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CASE  V, 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Durban>  in  a  letter 

dated  1752. 

The  woman  had  been  in  ftrong  labour  for 
many  hours  after  the  waters  were  difcharged. 
As  the  Os  Uteri  was  not  fufficiently  open,  he 
administered  opiates  from  time  to  time,  which 
refrefhed  her  much ;  but  after  waiting  a 
long  time,  and  the  woman  growing  weak, 
and  falling  into  faintings,  he  tried  to  dilate 
the  parts  during  every  pain,  and  at  laft  found, 
that  what  obftrufted  the  head's  advancing, 
was  no  other  than  the  foreheads  being  to  the 
Pubis.  He  then  introduced  and  fixed  the 
forceps  along  the  ears,  but  could  not  move  or 
alter  the  forehead  to  the  fide  and  back  part 
of  the  Pelvis :  yet,  by  dint  of  pulling  with 
great  force,  he,  at  laft,  delivered  the  head,  as 
it  prefented.  The  child  was  alive,  and  the 
mother  recovered. 

He  fent  me  an  account  of  two  other  cafes, 
in  which  the  head  prefented  fair  %  but  as  the 
women  were  much  fatigued  and  weakened  be¬ 
fore  he  was  called,  he  delivered  each  with  the 
forceps,  and  faved  the  children  as  well  as  the 
mothers.  One  of  the  women  was  violently 
cramped  in  her  limbs,  when  he  introduced  the 
forceps,  and  the  other  wfas  attacked  with  a 
Hooding, 

co  u 
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COLLECTION  XXIX. 

Laborious  cafes  of  women  delivered  by  the 
forceps,  the  Vertex  prefenting,  the  ear 
to  the  Pubis,  and  the  head  higher  in  the 
Pelvis. 

CASE  I. 

I  was  called  to  a  poor  woman  in  the  year 
1745,  who  had  been  deferted  by  her  mid¬ 
wife,  fo  that  I  received  but  an  uncertain  ac¬ 
count  of  the  cafe.  I  was  told  in  general,  that 
fhe  had  loft  a  great  deal  of  blood,  and  that 
her  midwife  had  fatigued  and  wrought  on 
her  very  much.  I  found  her  pulfe  very  weak, 
her  countenance  pale,  and  cold  fweats  on  her 

extremities.  The  mouth  of  the  womb  was 

» 

largely  opened,  the  membranes  were  broke, 
the  head  was  fmall  and  down  to  the  middle 
of  the  Pelvis  the  Occiput  to  the  left  lfchium> 
and  the  ear  towards  the  right  groin.  I  was 
alfo  told  that  the  labour-pains  had  all  along 
been  trifling,  and  had  entirely  left  her,  after 
the  waters  came  off.  As  the  flooding  was 
moftly  abated,  I  ordered  her  to  take  fome 
broth,  or  brown  caudle  to  fupport  or  nou- 
rifli  her.  Having  fent  for  thofe  who  were 
under  my  inftru&ions,  we  attended  fome  time 
to  fee  if  the  labour-pains  would  return,  but  to 
no  purpole.  Being  afraid  of  cenfure,  if  fhe 

fhould 
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fliould  die  undelivered,  I  thought  it  waspro- 
per  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  pains,  by  af¬ 
fixing  the  delivery  with  the  forceps,  efpecially 
as  fhe  had  formerly  bore  children,  and  the 
head  was  fmall.  The  ears  being  to  the  Pu¬ 
bis  and  Sacrum ,  I  kept  her  on  her  fide,  and 
applying  each  blade  of  the  forceps,  brought 
down  the  Occiput  to  the  lower  part  of  the  left 
lfcbium ,  and  turned  the  forehead  backwards 
to  the  Sacrum :  then  I  delivered  the  head  by 
turning  the  handles  of  the  forceps  forwards 
to  the  Pubis,  the  thighs  of  the  woman  being 
kept  afunder  by  a  thick  pillow  placed  betwixt 
the  knees  j  at  the  fame  time  fupporting  the 
Perinceum ,  with  one  of  my  hands,  to  prevent 
its  being  tore.  .  Thus  the  patient  was  fafely 
delivered  of  the  child,  *  and  afterwards  of  the 
Placenta  \  for  though  fhe  continued  long 
weak,  fhe  at  length  recovered.  The  child 
appeared  to  have  been  dead  two  or  three  days, 
the  lips  and  fcrotum  being  livid. 

r  .  , 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1746,  I  was  called  to  a  woman 
in  Parker  s  Lane ,  who,  as  the  people  about  her 
alleged,  had  been  in  labour  eight  days  :  they 
faid,  three  midwives  had  attended  and  left 
her ;  that  fhe  was  very  poor,  and  in  a  ftar- 
ving  condition;  I  found  the  head  of  the  child, 
in  time  of  a  pain,  pufhed  down  with  its  Per- 
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tex  to  the  lower  part  of  the  left  Jfchium ,  but 
after  the  abatement  of  the  pain,  which  was 
very  weak,  it  was  retracted  to  the  upper-part. 
As  this  was  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  1  fent 
for  fame  broth  and  bread  from  a  cook’s -fhop, 
in  order  to  refrefh  her.  I  found,  by  her  own 
relation,  that  the  mid  wives  had  all  tried  to 
deliver  her  by  hurrying  and  placing  her  in 
different  pofitions:  that  fhe  had  got  little  or 
no  deep  for  two  nights :  that  the  waters  came 
off  the  preceding  day,  and  her  pains  had  ne¬ 
ver  fmce  been  ftronger.  Herpulfe  was  weak 
and  low  ;  but,  on  taking  a  little  nourifhment, 
file  recovered  fome  ftrcngth.  After  having 
fent  for  thofe  who  were  under  my  inftruftions 
in  midwifery,  I  left  her  to  the  care  of  one  of 
the  elder  pupils ;  advifmg  him  to  keep  her 
quiet  in  bed,  and  to  give  her  from  time  to 
time,  a  little  broth  or  brown  caudle;  for  al¬ 
though  I  found  the  Cafe  was  fuch,  that  I  could 
deliver  her  with  the  forceps,  yet  I  thought  it 
was  better  to  try  if  file  could  be  delivered  by 
the  labour- pains,  which  I  hoped  would  grow 
ftronger,  after  fhe  fhould  have  enjoyed  fome 
refrefhing  fleep,  and  her  ftrength  fhould  be 
recruited  by  nourifhment.  I  was  called  again, 
about  one  o’clock  next  morning,  when  I  un- 
derftood  file  had  every  now  and  then  fiept 
betwixt  the  pains,  which  recurred  at  long  in¬ 
tervals,  and  were  ftill  \feaker  than  I  expedted, 

con- 
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confidering  that  her  ftrength  and  fpirits  were 
much  recruited.  I  found  the  head  was  in 
the  fame  fituation,  and  ftill  drawn  back  as  be¬ 
fore.  After  examining  more  narrowly,  I  could 
eafily  feel  one  of  the  ears  at  the  Pubis ,  the 
fore-part  of  it  being  upwards  and  towards  the 
right- fide.  Perceiving  the  head  was  not  large, 
1  told  the  attendants,  that  the  delivery  feemed 
to  be  retarded  by  the  contradion  of  the  Ute - 
rus  before  the  Ihoulders,  and  weaknefsof  the 
pains,  which  had  not  force  fufficient  to  over¬ 
come  that  refiftance :  that  I  did  not  queftion, 
as  (lie  was  now  ftronger,  they  might  in  time 
be  fufficient,  without  any  other  affiftance  : 
but  I  thought  it  a  pity  to  keep  her  longer  in 
fuch  a  fituation,  as  I  could  eafily  affift  with 
the  forceps,  by  pulling  along  the  head  by  lit¬ 
tle  and  little  every  pain,  and  preventing  it 
from  being  afterwards  retraced.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  I  kept  the  patient  on  her  fide,  until  I 
applied  the  forceps,  as  in  Col.  XXVI.  No.  II. 
Cafe  III.  then  tied  the  handles  together  with 
a  fillet,  and  turned  the  patient  on  her  back, 
as  in  Colled.  XXV.  No.  I.  Cafe  I.  Thefe 
previous  fteps  being  taken,  I  pulled  gently 
during  every  pain,  until  I  brought  the  head  a 
little  lower,  and  could  turn  the  forehead  from 
the  right  fide  of  the  Pelvis  to  the  Sacrum  : 
after  this  change  was  effeded,  I  continued  to 
affift  and  bring  the  head  lower  3  and  the  parts 

below 
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below  were  gradually  puflied  out  with  the 
head  in  form  of  a  large  tumor.  This  being 
the  woman’s  firft  child,  the  Frenum  felt  very 
rigid,  and  was  ftretched  with  difficulty,  and 
the  Ferinceum>  and  parts  above  the  fundament 
and  Os  Coccygis  felt  ftill  very  thick.  As  I  con¬ 
tinued  to  keep  down  the  head,  and  affiff  by 
pulling  during  every  pain,  thefe  parts  were 
more  and  more  ftretched,  and  became  thin¬ 
ner  ;  and  the  Os  Externum  was  at  laft  fo  much 
dilated  as  to  allow  the  head  to  pafs  and  be 
delivered,  as  defcribed  in  the  laft  cited  cafe : 
but  more  than  half  an  hour  elapfed  after  the 
head  was  brought  low  down,  before  the  Os 
Externum  was  fo  much  dilated,  that  I  durft: 
venture  to  pull  up  the  head  from  the  Peri - 
naum ,  which  I  was  afraid,  every  time  I  pulled, 
would  crack  and  give  way ;  for  it  was  now 
as  thin  as  a  piece  of  parchment  at  the  edge, 
and  was  lengthened  to  more  than  three  inches. 

CASE  III. 

I  was  called  in  the  year  1749,  about  feven 
in  the  morning,  to  a  woman  near  the  Seven 
dials.  The  midwife  told  me  that  when  fhe 
was  called  the  preceding  evening,  /he  had 
found  herin  pretty  ftrong labour- pains;  that 
about  twelve  the  waters  came  off,  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  difcharge  of  which,  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  thrown  into  violent  convulfions, 

which 
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which  went  off'  and  returned  three  or  four 
times  5  and  the  had  dozed  and  lain  ftupid  be¬ 
twixt  the  fits.  I  examined,  and  found  the 
head  of  the  child  lying  much  in  the  pofition 
defcribed  above,  only  the  head  was  lower 
down,  and  the  Occiput  to  the  under- part  of 
the  right  Ifchium .  I  could  alfo  plainly  diffin- 
guifh  the  Lambdoidal  eroding  the  end  of  the 
Sagittal  Suture ,  the  head  fqueezed  to  a  longifh 
form,  one  of  the  parietal  bones  riding  over 
the  other,  and  the  Fontanelle  up  at  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  left  Ifchium .  During  the  time  of 
my  examining,  fhe  was  thrown  into  a  fit, 
which  lafted  near  a  minute,  and  acted  much 
the  fame  as  a  labour-pain,  by  pufhing  the 
head  a  little  lower,  though  it  turned  gradu¬ 
ally  to  the  fame  place,  as  the  violence  of 
the  convulffon  abated.  The  midwife  had  not 
obferved  this  circumffance  in  time  of  the  for-  * 
mer  fits,  but  told  me,  that  it  had  continued  in 
that  pofition,  without  advancing,  for  two  or 
three  hours.  As  the  woman’s  pulfe  was  quick 
and  full,  I  ordered  her  immediately  to  lofe 
eight  ounces  of  blood,  and  defired  the  midwife 
to  fend  for  me,  if  the  convulfions  fhould  re¬ 
turn,  and  the  delivery  be  much  longer  delayed. 
The  woman  was  now  quite  infenfible,  and  did 
not  feem  to  anfwer  or  take  notice,  even  when 
we  called  to  her  aloud.  I  was  again  fent  for 
about  nine,  when  the  midwife  informed  me, 

6  that 
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that  the  fits  had  returned  oftener  and  with 
greater  violence.  I  found  the  head  in  the 
fame  pofition,  but  about  an  inch  lower,  and 
I  now  could  feel  the  ear  at  the  Pubis.  I  tried 
-  to  ftretch  the  Os  Externum  gradually,  every 
now  and  then,  to  fee  if  it  would  bring  on  a 
labour-pain,  but  to  no  purpofe.  In  about 
twenty  minutes,  file  was  attacked  with  ano¬ 
ther  fit,  which  was  very  violent,  continued 
longer  than  the  former,  and  had  much  the 
fame  effects.  I  then  confidered,  that  although 
it  was  probable,  the  repetition  of  thefe  fits 
might  aft  in  the  fame  manner  as  labour-pains, 
and  deliver  the  child  ;  yet  the  continuance  of 
them  might  ftill  more  and  more  endanger  the 
life  of  the  woman.  Therefore  I  eafily 
ftretched  the  Os  Externum  as  (he  lay  on  her 
fide,  and  introduced  the  forceps,  as  in  the 
former  cafe;  and  as  I  found  the  head  was. 
large,  I  alfo  tied  the  handles  of  the  forceps, 
and  turned  her  on  her  back.  After  I  had 
brought  the  forehead  to  the  hollow  of  the  Os 
Sacrum ,  and  was  beginning  to  deliver  the  head 
ill  a  flow  manner,  (he  was  attacked  with  ano¬ 
ther  fit,  and  as  the  Os  Externum  eafily  yielded, 
flie  was  fafely  and  foon  delivered.  The  fits 
did  not  return,  flie  fell  into  a  plentiful  fweat. 
The  ftupidity  gradually  wearing  off,  flie  next 
morning  recovered  her  fenfes,  and  was  agree- 

•  ably 
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ably  furprifed  to  find  herfelf  delivered,  and 
the  child  alive. 

CASE  IV. 

•v  if  .  \ 

In  the  year  1750,  I  was  fent  by  a  relation 
to  fee  an  unfortunate  woman,  who  was  pretty  * 
old  and  in  labour  of  her  firft  child.  She  was 
in  a  low  and  weak  condition,  partly  from 
grief  and  anxiety,  and  partly  from  having 
been  exceflively  fatigued  by  the  midwife,  who 
wanted  to  hurry  over  the  labour  as  foon  as 
poflible.  The  membranes  had  broke  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day,  and  it  was  now  about  five  in  the 
morning.  I  found  the  head  prefenting,  and 
down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  though 
it  had  not  begun  to  pufli  out  the  foft  parts  in 
form  of  a  tumor.  I  could  not  diftinguifh 
the  pofition  of  the  head  from  the  Sutures ,  the 
hairy  fcalp  being  fo  much  fwelied.  How¬ 
ever,  I  judged  that  the  forehead  was  to  the 
left  fide  of  the  Pelvis ,  from  feeling  a  part  of 
the  head  prefied  ftrongly  again  ft  thelowerpart 
of  the  right  Ifchium ,  and  Hoping  upwards  to 
the  middle  of  the  left :  I  could  but  juft  reach 
the  tip  of  the  ear  at  the  Pubis ,  with  my  fin¬ 
ger,  the  head  was  fo  large,  and  fo  ftrongly 
comprelfed  againft  that  bone. 

I  was  informed  that  the  pains  had  been 
very  ftrong,  though  now  they  were  weak, 
and  recurred  at  long  intervals.  Her  pulfe 
was  funk,  and  Ihe  was  taken  with  faintings 

and 
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and  ficknefs  at  her  flomach,  which  produced 
violent  Teachings.  Thefe,  however,  fupplied 
the  place  of  labour  pains,  and  affifted  the 
delivery  by  forcing  down  the  head.  To  en¬ 
courage  thefe  efforts,  as  well  as  to  recruit  her 
ftrength,  I  directed  her  to  drink  every  now 
and  then  a  little  warm  wine  and  water;  and 
in  this  manner  fhe  proceeded  for  about  an 
hour,  when  finding  the  head  had  made  but 
fmall  progrefs,  and  being  afraid  that  her  fpi- 
rits  would  fail,  I  thought  it  was  mod  expe¬ 
dient  to  call  in  the  afiiftance  of  the  forceps. 
After  having  gradually  dilated  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num ,  as  fhe  lay  on  her  left  fide,  I  tried  to  in¬ 
troduce  my  finger  between  the  head  and  the 
Pubis ,  to  the  Os  TJteri>  in  order  to  guide  the 
point  of  the  blade;  but  finding  there  was  not 
room  for  both,  and  being  afraid  of  hurting 
the  bladder,  I  turned  her  on  her  back,  fo  as 
that  fhe  lay  in  the  fame  pofition,  and  was 
fupported  in  the  fame  manner  defcribed  in 
Collett.  XXV.  No.  I.  Cafe  I.  with  this  dif¬ 
ference,  that  as  the  feafon  was  very  fevere,  I 
ordered  a  veffel  with  hot  water  to  be  placed 
under  the  bed  Tide,  that  the  warm  fleams 
might  mitigate  the  cold,  to  which  fhe  was 
more  expofed  in  this  than  in  the  other  pofition. 

Having  fully  opened  the  Os  Externum ,  I 
turned  the  back  of  my  hand  down  towards 
the  Sacruniy  and  raifed  or  fcooped  up  the  head 
Vol.  II.  F  f  gently 
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gently  to  the  upper  part  of  the  Petes  ;  and 
now  with  my  fingers  I  felt  the  right  ear  back¬ 
wards,  and  the  pofterior  part  of  the  neck  at 
the  right-fide;  and  diftinguifhed  that  the  Pel¬ 
vis  was  not  diftorted,  though  the  head  was 
large  and  fqueezed  to  a  great  length.  Thus 
informed,  I  introduced  one  blade  of  the  for¬ 
ceps,  at  the  back-part,  before  I  withdrew  my 
hand  ^  then  infinuating  the  other  at  the  left 
fide,  towards  the  left  groin,  I  moved  it  gently 
to  the  fpace  below  the  Pubis ,  and  over  the 
child’s  ear.  The  inftrument  being  locked,  I 
prefled  the  Occiput  from  the  right  Ifchium  with 
two  fingers,  while  I  gradually  turned,  as  I 
pulled  the  forehead  backwards  to  the  Sacrum , 
and  delivered  the  woman  with  the  fame  pre¬ 
caution  I  had  obferved  in  the  fecond  cafe  of 
this  collection. 

CASE  V. 

In  the  year  1745,  betwixt  eleven  and  twelve 
at  night,  1  was  called  to  a  woman  by  a  mid¬ 
wife,  who  told  me  the  patient  had  been  two 
days  in  labour;  that  the  waters  had  been  dis¬ 
charged  the  preceding  day ;  that  there  was  a 
crofs-bone,  which  prevented  the  child’s  head 
from  coming  along,  and  had  been  the  occa- 
fion  of  her  lofing  two  children  before;  and 
that,  as  the  pains  were  grown  weaker,  and 
the  woman  was  much  fatigued,  fhe  had  de- 

fired 
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fired  the  relations  to  demand  my  a  difi  an  ce. 

I  found  the  head  pretty  nearly  in  the  fame 
pofition  as  that  defcribed  in  the  former  cafe, 
though  higher  up;  but  as  I  did  not  think  the 
woman  in  great  danger,  and  learned  from 
the  different  accounts,  that  fhe  had  been  put 
too  foon  upon  labour,  and  was  over-fatigued, 

I  defired  fhe  would  lie  quiet  in  bed,  without 
forcing  down,  except  when  file  was  obliged 
by  the  pains.  She  complained  of  great  pain 
at  the  juncture  of  the  OJfa  Pubis ,  as  well  as 
behind,  where  the  Ojja  Innominata  join  the 
Sacrum ;  and  her  pulfe  being  low,  and  the 
labour-pains  weak,  I  prefcribed  the  follow¬ 
ing  cordial  and  anodyne  mixture. 

R  Aq.  Cinnamon,  Simp,  Pulv,  Caftor.  gr.  x. 
Sal,  volat,  CC.  gr,  vi.  Syr,  e  Meconio  3ft.  M, 
Sumat,  Cochlear,  1 1  ftatim ,  et  repet,  omni  fe • 

'  mi  bora, 

1 '  •  *  *■  ’ "  f 

In  confequence  of  this  prefcription,  .file  lay 
quiet  and  flept  between  the  pains,  fo  as  to  be 
much  recruited  by  fix  next  morning,  when  I 
received  another  cail.  The  head  leemed  to 
be  but  fmall,  although  it  was  fqueezed  down 
to  a  conical  and  flat  form.  As  fhe  had  for¬ 
merly  loft  two  children,  I  refolved  to  attempt 
$he  faving  of  this,  efpecially  as  I  could  eafily 
feel  the  ear  at  the  Pubis,  Having  gently  dilated 
the  Os  Externum ,  with  my  left  hand,  as  fhe 
lay  on  her  left-fide,  I  railed  the  head  to  the 

F  f  2  brim 
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brim  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  with  my  fingers  felt 
that  the  whole  obftrudtion  proceeded  from 
the  projedtion  of  the  upper-part  of  the  Sa¬ 
crum,  with  the  laft  Vertebra  of  the  loins:  at 
the  fame  time,  I  felt  the  back-part  of  the 
neck  at  the  right-fide. 

After  I  had  withdrawn  my  hand,  I  waited 
fome  time,  to  fee  if  the  pains  which  were  but 
weak,  would  force  the  head  lower  down ; 
but,  finding  it  did  not  advance,  I  introduced 
one  blade  of  the  forceps  at  the  right  fide  of 
the  Sacrum ,  along  the  back  part  of  the  child’s 
right-ear,  in  order  to  avoid  the  projection  of 
the  laft  Vertebra  of  the  loins,  then  infinuated 
the  fecond  blade  before  the  left  ear,  at  the  left 
groin  of  the  mother,  and  as  I  brought  down 
the  head,  I  turned  the  forehead  to  the  Sacrum . 
This  alteration  being  effected,  I  unlocked  the 
forceps,  and  fixed  them  over  the  ears,  to 
prevent  the  child’s  head  from  being  marked 
at  the  temples,  and  pulling  flowly  during 
every  pain,  fafely  delivered  the  patient  of  a 
live  child. 

;  C  A  S  E  VI. 

In  the  year  1751,  I  aflifted  in  a  fimilar 
cafe.  The  woman  was  taken  in  labour,  and 
began  to  flood  violently ;  but  the  difcharge 
abated  when  the  membranes  broke,  and  the 
patient  being  weak,  I  delivered  her  pretty 

much 
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much  in  the  manner  prefcribed  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  cafe. 

CASE  VII. 

In  the  year  1753,  mY  attendance  was  be- 
fpoke  to  a  woman,  who  had  been  ricketty 
in  her  youth,  and  was  very  much  diftorted. 
The  labour  at  firft  proceeded  in  a  gradual 
manner,  the  membranes  pu filing  down  and 
dilating  both  the  Os  Internum  and  Os  Exter¬ 
num ,  before  they  broke ;  but  after  the  waters 
were  difcharged,  the  pains  ceafed  for  fome 
time.  Upon  examination,  I  found  the  Pel¬ 
vis  was  narrow  and  diftorted,  and  with  my 
finger  felt  the  projeftion  of  the  laft  lumbar 
Vertebra:  the  pains,  however,  gradually  re¬ 
turned  and  grew  ftronger,  and  the  child's 
head  advanced  flowly.  I  did  not  confine  her 
to  any  particular  pofition.  I  had  been  called 
at  ten  o’clock  at  night:  the  membranes  broke 
about  four  in  the  morning :  at  fix  in  the 
evening  flic  began  to  be  very  much  fatigued  j 
by  this  time  the  head  was  fqueezed  into  a  coni¬ 
cal  and  flattened  form,  down  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  Pubis ;  and  I  found  by  the  Sutures 
that  the  forehead  was  to  the  right  Ijcbium .  I 

now  confined  her  to  her  bed,  that  fhe  might 

% 

not  be  over-fatigued,  and  (lie  took  her  pains 
lying  fometimes  on  her  back,  and  fometimes 
on  her  fide. 

Ff  3 


About 
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About  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the 
head,  fqueezed  to  a  great  length,  had  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  where 
it  was  fo  firmly  locked,  that  I  could  not  in¬ 
troduce  my  finger  at  the  Pubis ,  to  feel  the 
ear.  But  the  patient  being  exhaufted  and  - 
weak,  I  introduced  the  forceps  in  the  manner 
defcribed  in  Cafe  V.  and  tried  to  move  the 
head  fo  as  to  turn  the  forehead  to  the  Sacrum . 
Thefe  endeavours  proving  ineffectual,  I  with¬ 
drew  the  inftrument,  and  waited  till  about 
fix  o’clock,  when  the  head  was  preffed  a  little 
lower  down ;  then  having  recourfe  to  the  for¬ 
ceps  again,  I  fucceeded,  and  fafely  delivered 
the  woman,  as  in  Cafe  II.  and  V.  yet  fhe 
complained  very  much  of  the  diftenfion  and 
contufion  of  the  parts.  As  for  the  child,  it 
was  dead,  and  its  death  in  all  probability  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  long  compreffion  of  its  brain. 

Its  head  was  fqueezed  to  a  very  extraordinary 
length ;  a  circumftance  from  which  I  at  firft 
imagined  it  was  lower  in  the  Pelvis  than  it 
afterwards  appeared  to  be. 

CASE  VIII. 

A  mid  wife,  who  had  formerly  attended  a 
woman  of  a  fmall  fize,  in  a  labour  which  had 
been  very  tedious  from  the  difficulty  in  bring¬ 
ing  along  the  head  of  the  Foetus  which  was 
ftill-born,  the  head  being  comprefled  to  a 

pro- 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  439 

prodigious  length,  and  the  woman’s  life 
greatly  endangered  ;  in  order  to  avoid  cen- 
fure,  and  prevent  as  much  as  in  her  lay,  the 
bad  confequences  that  might  attend  her  fe- 
cond  labour,  file  had  recourfe  to  my  afiiftance. 
The  patient  being  a  poor  woman,  I  went, 
accompanied  by  three  of  my  pupils,  and 
found  the  child’s  head  pu  filed  down  but  a  very 
little  way  into  the  Pelvis ,  the  forehead  refting 
upon  the  left-fide  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
Os  Sacrum ,  and  the  hind-head  againd  the 
right  groin.  We  likewife  felt  the  Sagittal 
Suture  running  along,  towards  the  left  of  the 
Os  Sacrum ;  and  the  hairy  fcalp  of  the  Foetus 
very  much  tumefied. 

The  patient  being  laid  on  her  back,  and 
her  breech  brought  to  the  bed’s-feet,  I  opened 
the  Os  Externum  flowly,  and  pufhing  up  my 
hand  along  the  fide  and  pofterior  part  of  the 
Pelvis ,  felt  the  left  ear  of  the  child,  by  which 
I  knew  the  forehead  was  towards  the  back, 
though  a  little  to  the  left-fide  of  the  woman  : 
I  at  the  fame  time  felt  the  upper  part  of  the 
Sacrum  and  lowed  Vertebra  of  the  loins,  pro¬ 
jecting  fo  far  forwards  as  to  reach  within 
three  inches  of  the  Offa  Pubis .  The  pains 
being  fiill  pretty  ftrong,  I  waited  fome  time, 
to  fee  if  the  head  would  advance,  but  it  made 
not  the  lead  progrefs :  the  pains  and  patient 
grew  weak,  and  the  Uterus  was  drongly  con- 

F  f  4  tra&ed. 
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traced.  As  the  former  child  had  been  loft 
by  the  long  prefTure  on  the  brain,  I  refolved 
to  try  the  forceps,  and  fhould  that  method 
prove  ineffectual,  as  I  feared  it  would,  to 
open  the  head  and  deliver  with  the  crochet. 
Having,  therefore,  introduced  the  fteel  ex¬ 
tractors,  which,  on  this  occafion,  I  preferred 
to  thofe  made  of  wood,  I  fixed  them  along 
the  fides  of  the  ears,  and  pulling  downwards, 
at  firft,  with  a  good  deal  of  force,  when  I 
found  the  head  defcend  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  Pelvis ,  I  turned  the  forehead  into  the 
hollow  of  the  Os  Sacrum,  fo  that  the  hind- 
head  came  out  from  below  the  Os  Pubis: 
then  directing  one  of  my  pupils  to  prefs  the 
flat  part  of  his  hand  againft  the  Perinceumy 
which  was  very  much  diftended,  I  railed  up 
the  forceps,  and  pulled  the  head  half-round, 
forwards  and  upwards,  on  the  outfide  of 
the  Pubis .  I  afterwards  delivered  the  body 
of  the  child,  which  was  of  a  fmall  fize,  and 
the  lower  parts  were  befmeared  with  Meconium . 
One  blade  of  the  forceps  had  been  fixed  along 
the  fore-part  of  the  ear,  and  refted  on  the 
temple,  while  the  other  extended  along  the 
back  of  the  left  ear,  to  the  cheek,  and  the 
imprefllon  which  they  made  was  very  incon- 

flderable.  As  for  the  woman,  (he  recovered 

\ 

much  better  than  I  could  have  expeCted. 
When  I  afterwards  introduced  my  hand  to, 
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deliver  the  Placenta ,  it  went  np  with  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  I  was  then  confirmed  in  the  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  diftance  between  the  projec¬ 
tion  of  the  lower  Vertebra  of  the  loins  and  the 
Os  Pubis  did  not  exceed  three  inches. 

I  had  before  this  occafion  contrived  a  par¬ 
ticular  kind  of  wooden  forceps,  with  which 
I  had  delivered  three  patients  ;  but  I  now 
fubftituted  Reel  covered  with  leather  in  the 
room  of  wood,  which  is  not  fo  durable. 


/ 
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COLLECTION  XXX. 

Of  laborious  cafes  from  the  prefentation  of 
the  forehead  or  face,  in  which  the  women 
were  delivered  by  the  forceps. 

Vide  Vol.  I.  Book  III.  Ch.  III.  Se£I.  4.  No.  4.  and 
Tab.  XXII,  XXIII,  XXIV,  XXV,  and  XXVI. 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1748,  I  was  called  by  a  midwife 
to  a  woman  in  Windmill-Street,  who  formerly 
nfed  to  have  very  quick  labours;  but  this 
had  been  very  tedious,  from  the  wrong  pre¬ 
fentation  of  the  child’s  head.  The  midwife 
told  me,  (lie  felt  fomething  like  the  eyes  to¬ 
wards  the  patient’s  left  groin.  When  I  ex¬ 
amined  in  time  of  a  pain,  I  found  her  infor¬ 
mation  true,  and  that  the  forehead  prefented, 
with  the  face  to  the  left-fide,  and  the  Fonta - 
nelle  to  the  right.  In  this  fituation,  I  under- 
ftood  it  had  duck  for  a  long  time,  without 
making  the  lead  progrefs,  although  the  pains 
had  been  drong  and  frequent. 

While  fhe  lay  on  her  fide,  and  took  feveral 
pains,  I  confidered  the  cafe  at  leifure.  As 
the  Pelvis  was  large,  I  refolved,  if  poflible, 
to  alter  the  pofition  of  the  head,  and  flhould 
I  fail  in  that  attempt,  turn  the  child,  and 
bring  it  footling.  But,  after  having  dilated 
the  Os  Externum ,  fo  as  to  admit  my  hand,  I 

4  found 
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found  all  my  efforts  ineffectual,  either  to 
raife  the  forehead  to  the  left-fide  of  the  Pel¬ 
vis,  that  the  Vertex  might  come  down  to  the 
other  fide,  or  to  return  the  head  into  the  Ute¬ 
rus,  fo  as  to  deliver  it  by  the  feet;  for  the  • 
Uterus  was  fo  ftrongly  contracted  as  to  foil  all 
my  attempts. 

Thus  baffled  in  thefe  endeavours,  I  intro¬ 
duced  one  blade  of  the  forceps,  along  the  left 
ear,  at  the  Pubis ,  and  the  other  on  the  oppo- 
fite  part,  at  the  Sacrum,  and  began  to  turn 
the  face  backwards  to  the  left  fide  of  the  Sa¬ 
crum,  that  the  Vertex  might  come  out  from 
below  the  Pubis ;  but  recollecting,  that  the 
Vertex  would  be  turned  fo  far  up  between 
the  fhoulders,  as  to  render  the  delivery  diffi¬ 
cult,  I  reduced  the  face  to  its  former  fituation 
at  the  left-fide,  and  bringing  the  head  by  de¬ 
grees  lower  and  lower,  very  eafily  turned  the 
face  and  chin  to  the  fpace  below  the  Pubis ; 
then  holding  the  handles  of  the  forceps  to¬ 
wards  the  patient’s  belly,  delivered  the  child, 
whofe  forehead  was  raifed  in  a  conical  form, 
while  the  back-part  of  the  Parietal  and  Occi¬ 
pital  bones  were  fqueezed  flat.  I  tried  with 
my  hands  to  mould  it  in  a  better  fhape: 
but  it  had  been  fo  long  compreffed,  that  I 
could  not  alter  the  form. 


CASE 
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\  •  CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1749,  I  attended  in  a  cafe 
where  the  face  prefented.  The  waters  had 
been  feveral  hours  difcharged,  and  the  mid¬ 
wife  told  me,  that  the  head  had  ftuck  a  long 
time  in  that  pofition,  without  advancing  in 
the  leaf!:.  When  I  examined,  I  found  the 
chin  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pubis ,  and  the 
forehead  to  the  Os  Sacrum.  The  patient  be¬ 
ing  greatly  fatigued,  and  the  force  of  the 
pains  very  much  abated,  I  refoived  to  afiift 
as  foon  as  poffible  with  the  forceps,  in  order 
to  deliver  the  child,  which  I  knew  to  be 
alive  ;  for  in  examining  the  fituation  of  the 
head,  my  finger  flipping  into  the  mouth,  I 
felt  it  move  its  tongue  and  lower  jaw; 
though  I  did  not  mention  this  circumftance 
to  the  mother,  that  fhe  might  not  be  over¬ 
whelmed  with  anxiety,  in  cafe  it  fliould  be 
afterwards  ftill-born. 

The  ears  being  to  the  Tides  of  the  Pelvis ,  I 
caufed  the  patient  to  be  laid  fupine  acrofs  the 
bed,  as  in  Collect.  XXV.  No.  I.  Cafe  I.  and 
having  gradually  dilated  the  Os  Externum ,  en¬ 
dear  cured  to  introduce  the  fingers  of  my  right 
hand,  to  the  Os  Uteri ,  at  the  left-fide  of  the 
Pelvis ,  but  I  could  neither  reach  that  part, 
nor  raife  the  head  *o  make  more  room  for 
my  fingers.  Then  I  tried  to  infinuate  a  blade 

of 
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of  the  forceps,  between  the  head  and  my  fin¬ 
gers,  in  an  imaginary  line,  with  the  Scrobi- 
culus  Cordis ;  but  finding  a  confiderable  re fi fi¬ 
ance,  and  being  afraid  that  the  blade  would 
pafs  on  the  outfide  of  the  Os  Uteri,  I  with¬ 
drew  the  inftrument.  However,  after  two  or 
three  trials,  in  which  I  kept  the  point  clofer 
to  the  head  of  the  child,  I  effected  my  pur- 
pofe,  and  introduced  the  other  blade  on  the 
oppofite  fide  in  the  fame  flow  and  cautious 
manner.  Then  locking  and  tying  the  han¬ 
dles  together  with  a  fillet,  I  began  to  pull 
during  every  pain,  and  as  I  pulled  with  my 
right-hand,  I  prefled  down  the  chin  with  two 
fingers  of  my  left.  The  Perineum  and  parts 
below,  were  now  pufhed  out  in  form  of  a 
large  tumor;  the  interior  part  of  the  neck 
being  brought  down  to  the  lower-part  of  the 
Pubis ,  I  turned  the  handles  of  the  forceps  to¬ 
wards  that  bone,  pulled  the  head  upwards  fo 
as  to  raife  the  Parietal  and  Occipital  bones 
from  the  back-parts,  and  bring  them  (lowly 
with  an  half-round  turn  upward  through  the 
Os  Externum :  and,  at  the  fame  time,  I  kept 
my  left  hand  firmly  preffed  againft  the  Peri¬ 
neum,  in  order  to  prevent  its  laceration.  I 
afterwards  delivered  the  body  of  the  child, 
whofe  face  was  livid,  and  very  much  fweiled, 
though  the  Ecchymojis  went  off  as  the  tume- 
fadtion  fubfided.  The  form  of  the  head, 

which 


446  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

which  was  fqueezed  to  a  great  length,  I  al-^ 
tered  a  little,  by  prefling  the  Vertex  and  fore¬ 
head  betwixt  my  hands. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1746,  about  nine  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  I  was  called  by  a  gentleman  who 
had  formerly  attended  my  lectures,  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  labour,  and  found  the  child’s  face 
prefenting.  He  told  me  a  midwife  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  deliver  the  patient,  but  his  attend¬ 
ance  had  been  befpoke  in  cafe  any  extraordi¬ 
nary  incident  fhould  intervene ;  that  the  cafe 
having  turned  out  a  preternatural  pofition  of 
the  head,  his  afnftance  was  folicited,  and  he 
had  that  morning  made  feveral  unfuccefsful 
attempts  to  raife  it  into  the  Uterus ,  and 
bring  the  child  by  the  feet. 

As  I  could  not  accompany  him  immediately 
to  the  place,  the  midwife  in  the  mean  time 
called  in  another  practitioner,  who,  when  I 
arrived,  propofed,  that  the  woman  fhould  be 
delivered  with  the  whale-bone  and  fillet. 
Upon  examination,  I  found  the  face  prefent¬ 
ing,  about  two-thirds  of  the  head  down  in 
the  Pelvis ,  which  I  concluded  to  be  large,  be- 
caufe  her  former  labours  had  been  quick  and 
ealy,  and  the  chin  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
right  Os  Ifchium .  I  therefore  gave  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  (lie  might  be  eafily  delivered 
'  with 
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with  the  forceps;  but  defired  the  other  gen¬ 
tleman  to  take  his  own  way,  if  he  thought 
it  a  better  expedient.  Upon  his  declining 
the  talk,  and  the  other's  re  quell  that  I  would 
lay  the  woman,  I  caufed  her  breech  to  be 
moved  to  the  fore-part  of  the  bed,  as  fhe  lay  1 
on  her  right-fide,  and  a  pillow  to  be  placed 
between  her  knees,  which  were  held  up  to¬ 
wards  the  Abdomen .  Thefe  previous  fteps 
being  taken,  I  introduced  the  fingers  of  my 
right-hand  up  the  Vagina ,  between  the  child's 
head  and  the  Os  Sacrum ,  until  I  felt  the  Os 
ZJteriy  and  infinuated  one  blade  of  the  for¬ 
ceps  along  the  ear,  holding  the  handle  down 
towards  the  chin,  that  the  blade  might  go 
up  in  a  line  to  the  Vertex ,  which  was  above 
the  brim  of  the  Pelvis  to  the  left-fide.  As 
the  point  palled  the  Os  Internum ,  I  withdrew 
my  left-hand,  to  allow  room  for  turning  the 
handle  backwards  to  the  Perinaumy  that 'I 
might  the  more  eafilv  pulh  the  point  forwards, 
and  follow  the  convexity  of  the  Sacrum .  Tak¬ 
ing  hold  of  the  handle  with  my  left-hand,  I 
introduced  the  fingers  of  my  right  betwixt  the 
Pubis  and  the  child's  head,  to  the  Os  Uteri , 
and  inlinuating  the  other  blade  betwixt  the 
head  and  my  fingers,  gently  pufhed  it  within 
the  mouth  of  the  womb;  but  as  it  met  with 
feme  difficulty,  I  withdr  ew  my  fingers  to  give 
more  room,  and  p telling  the  point  clofer  to 

the 
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the  head,  introduced  it  {lowly  and  with  great 
caution,  that  the  bladder  and  Os  Internum 
might  not  be  bruifed. 

Both  blades  being  thus  introduced  in  the 
fame  direction,  and  the  handles  locked  toge¬ 
ther,  I  pulled  gently,  moving  the  head  from 
ear  to  ear,  until  it  was  brought  lower  down 
into  the  Pelvis ,  then  with  the  afliftance  of 
two  fingers  preffed  above  it,  I  turned  the  chin 
and  anterior  part  of  the  neck  forwards  from 
the  lower-part  of  the  right  Ifchium ,  to  the 
fpace  below  the  Pubis  fo  that  the  forehead 
was  at  the  fame  time  turned  from  the  left 
Ifchium  to  the  lower-part  of  the  Sacrum  and 
Coccyx :  laftly,  I  moved  the  handles  towards 
the  Pubis,  and  delivered  the  woman  of  a  child, 
whofe  face  was  fwelled,  and  whofe  head  was 
comprefled  like  that  defcribed  in  the  former 
cafe :  the  long  compreffion  had  rendered  the 
arms  paralytic  for  feveral  days,  though  this 
misfortune  was  foon  remedied  by  friction  and 
embrocations.  4 

CASE  IV. 

In  about  two  months  after  the  foregoing 
cafe  happened,  I  was  called  by  a  midwife,  to 
a  woman  in  labour,  and  found  the  child’s 
face  prefenting  and  fo  exceffively  fwelled,  that 
I  at  firft  miftook  it  for  the  breech ;  but,  on 
further  examination,  I  felt  the  mouth  and 

chin 
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diin  towards  the  Sacrum,  and  the  Fontanelle 
at  the  Pubis. 

The  midwife  told  me,  that  the  waters  had 
been  long  difcharged  that  notwithftanding  a 
fucceffion  of  ftrong  labour-pains,  the  head 
had  made  no  progrefs  for  feveral  hours ;  and 
that  as  the  pains  had  greatly  abated,  file  de- 
fired  the  relations  to  demand  farther  afiift- 
ance:  at  the  fame  time  file  gave  me  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  the  woman’s  former  labours  had 
been  quick  and  eafy. 

Her  flrength  and  fpirits  being  exhaufted,  I 
encouraged  her  with  hope,  and  refreflied  her 
with  a  glafs  of  warm  wine ;  then  directing 
them  to  place  her  in  the  pofition  defcribed  in 
the  fecond  cafe  of  this  collection,  I  gradually 
dilated  the  Os  Externum .  This  dilatation  be¬ 
ing  effected,  I  introduced  the  fingers  of  my 
right-hand  between  the  Sacrum  and  the  chin, 
and  raifed  the  head  to  the  upper-part  of  the 
Pelvis ,  but  found  the  contraction  and  refin¬ 
ance  of  the  Uterus  fo  great,  that  I  could  not 
pofiibly  turn  the  child  and  bring  it  by  the 
feet.  I  then  introduced  the  blades  of  the  for¬ 
ceps  along  the  ears,  holding  the  handles  as 
far  back  as  the  Perinceum  would  allow,  that 
the  blades  being  in  a  line  with  the  middle 
fpace  •  between  the  Umbilicus  and  Scrobiculus 
Cordis ,  might  be  nearer  the  Vertex ,  and  have 
a  better  hold  of  the  head.  Having  locked 
Vol.  II.  G  g  the 
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the  handles,  I  endeavoured  to  bring  the  head 
lower  down,  but  could  not  move  it;  then  I 
tried  to  turn  the  chin,  firft  to  one  fide,  and 
then  to  the  other;  failing  likewife  in  this  at¬ 
tempt,  I  pufhed  up  the  head,  moving  from 
blade  to  blade,  and  turned  the  chin  to  the 
upper-part  of  the  left  Ifchium ;  but  as  I  again 
endeavoured  to  bring  down  the  head,  the 
chin  ftuck  fo  fail  that  I  was  afraid  of  ftrain- 
ing  the  lower-jaw,  and  obliged  to  pufii  up 
the  head  a  fecond  time,  with  the  forceps.  I 
now  introduced  two  fingers  above  the  chin, 
and  pulling  the  forceps  with  my  left-hand, 
brought  it  down  to  the  low-part  of  the  lfchium> 
and  turned  it  with  the  fore-part  of  the  neck, 
to  the  fpace  below  the  Pubis  y  then  Handing 
up  and  pulling  the  handles  towards  the  Abdo¬ 
men  >  delivered  the  head  which  was  greatly 
tumefied.  Nay,  after  the  body  was  delivered, 
the  child  lay  a  long  time  without  breathing 
or  giving  any  figns  of  life. 

/ 

CASE.V. 

In  the  year  1752,  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man,  who  had  been  long  in  labour,  and 
found  the  face  prefenting  with  the  chin  to  the 
lower-part  of  the  Sacrum ,  though  a  little  to 
the  left- fide;  indeed,  the  face  was  fo  low 
down,  as  to  protrude  the  parts  of  the  woman 
in  form  of  a  tumor ;  and  her  pains  were  by 

4  this 
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this  time  much  weakened.  The  weather  be¬ 
ing  extremely  cold,  I  allowed  her  to  continue 
lying  on  her  fide,  though  a  fupine  pofition 
would  have  been  more  convenient,  and  cau- 
fing  her  breech  to  be  moved  a  little  over  the 
bed -fide,  while  her  head  and  fhoulders  lay  to¬ 
wards  the  other  fide,  I  introduced  the  for¬ 
ceps,  as  in  the  former  cafe :  but  finding  it 
impracticable  to  raife  the  head,  I  was  obliged 
to  pull  it  along  in  the  time  of  every  pain  as 
it  prefented.  The  parts  between  the  Coccyx 
and  Os  Externum  were  gradually  extended  by 
the  face  and  forehead  of  the  child,  and  at  laft 
yielded,  fo  as  to  allow  the  Vertex  to  come  out 
from  below  the  Pubis ;  then  turning  the 
handles  of  the  forceps  towards  that  bone,  I 
delivered  the  woman  fafely  of  a  dead  child, 
which  was,  in  all  probability,  loft  by  the  long 
compreftion  of  its  head  in  the  Pelvis . 
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Jd.  the  fillet  tried - - .  233 

Id.  the  head  prematurely  opened  - -  235 

Id.  -  ■  - -  - -  236 

The  Forceps  tried  too  foon  - -  ibid. 

Numb.  II.  The  forehead  to  the  left  groin  —  237 

Id.- to  the  Pubis  -  -  ibid. 

Numb.  III.  One  Cafe  where  the  Fontanelle  prefented  238 
Numb.  IV.  The  forehead  prefenting  —  —  240 

Id.  - - - -  241 

Nu  mb.  V.  The  ear  prefenting  ■  242 

Nu  mb.  VI.  The  face  prefenting  and  the  chin  to 

the  Pubis  • - -  - -  243' 

Jd.  the  chin  to  the  Ifchium  — - -  245 

Id.  the  chin  to  the  Sacrum  -  246 

Id.  altered  to  the  natural  pofition  —  247 

The  fhoulder  and  hand  prefenting  - -  248 

The  bread:  prefented  —  ■- . -  - -  -  250 

The  face,  from  a  correfpondent  -  251 

Jd.  from  another  gentleman  ■  ■■■  ibid. 


-  :  •  »■  -  ^  .  -■  j 

COLLECTION  XVII. 

t. 


The  Os  Uteri  protruded  below  the  Os  Externum  253 

id.  -  -  —  255 

The  Os  Uteri  higher  and  more  backward  than  com¬ 
mon  —  —  ■  256 

Jd.  and  the  Abdomen  pendulous  ■  . -  257 

The  Os  Externum  commonly  rigid  — —  258 

Jd.  and  the  Perinccum  rent  ■  ■■  ■ '  ■■  259 

Jd.  from  a  correfpondent  ■  «■■■  ■  ■■■■  — *  260 


/ 
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COLLECTION  XVIII. 

Numb.  I.  Weaknefs  from  want  of  nourifhment  261 


Id.  from  a  weak  habit  of  body  - -  262 

Id .  from  violent  Teachings  - - -  263 

Numb,  II.  Id.  from  grief  —  - — 264 

Id.  with  remarks  - - - -  265 

Numb.  III.  A  Cafe  of  flooding  from  furprize  266 

Id.  without  any  accident  * -  —  268 

Id.  flopped  by  breaking  of  the  membranes  270 

Id.  -  ■  . . -  - •  271 

Id.  the  Placenta  delivered  firft  • -  273 

Id.  - -  -  —  —  -  274 

Id.  a  Cafe  of  flooding,  from  a  Correfpondent  275 

Id.  ■■  - -  — -  278 

Id.  -  - - -  -  279 

Numb.  IV.  Labour  from  a  violent  Joofenefs  280 

Id:  -  -  -  281 

Numb.  V.  Labour  from  convulfions  - . -  283 

Id.  - -  ■  —  — —  284 

Id.  from  a  correfpondent  -■  - 285 

Numb.  VI.  Labour  from  a  fever  - •  286 

Id.  - * -  -  287 

Numb.  VII.  Labour  after  the  fmall-pox  289 

Id.  •  —  ■  ■■  ■—  ibid. 


COLLECTION  XIX. 


Numb.  I.  A  delivery  with  the  Fnnis  Umbilicalis 
round  the  child  . . - 


Id. 


291 

ibid. 


A  labour,  the  Funis  commonly  fhort  294 

Id.  -  - -  .295 

Numb.  II.  A  knot  on  the  Funis  — *  ibid. 

Id.  . -  - -  296 

Id.  - - —  - - *  ibid. 

Numb.  III.  A  labour,  the  Uterus  contra&ed  before 

the  fhoulders  — - -  •  —  ibid. 


COLLECTION  XX. 

Numb.  I.  A  tedious  Cafe  from  a  large  child  300 
A  lingering  one  afiifted  with  the  hand  303 
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Id.  a  tumor  on  the  child’s  head  — - — * 

A  woman  that  had  loft  two  children,  the  third 

fafely  delivered  - 

Both  the  fillet  and  turning  tried,  but  the  child  at 
laft  delivered  with  the  labour  pains  — 

A  tedious  Cafe  aflfifted  by  altering  the  pofition  of 
the  patient  ■  ■- —  « — — — ■ 

A  child  loft  by  delaying  delivery  too  long 
Numb.  II,  A  Hydrocephalus ,  the  hairy  fcalp  broke 

through  — — - -  - — 

Id.  but  whole  - - .  . - 


3°4 

305 

3°6 

307 

308 

ibid. 


COLLECTION  XXI. 


Numb.  I,  A  diftorted  Pelvis ,  three  children  loft 

and  two  faved  -  - 

Id.  the  firft  and  third  children  loft,  and  the  fecond 

and  fourth  faved  —  — . — 

Id.  four  children  loft,  and  the  fifth  faved 
Numb.  II.  A  lingering  Cafe  from  inflammation  of 

the  Pudenda  - 

Id.  from  Oedmatous  fwellings  of  the  Labia 
Id.  from  Scirrhous  tumor  in  the  Vagina 

Id.  from  callous  ftricftures  - 

Numb.  III.  A  lingering  Cafe  from  circumvolutions 

of  the  Funis  - -  — - — 

Id.  - -  - 

Id.  -  - - 

Id.  from  the  bignefs  of  the  child  - - 

Id.  <=  -  —  '  - • — 

The  Os  Uteri  contracted  before  the  fhoulders, 
from  a  Correfpondent  - - — 


316 

321 

323 

327 

328 

329 

330 

33* 

332 

ibid. 

333 
ibid. 


334 


COLLECTION  XXII. 

Numb.  I.  A  child  recovered  after  laid  by  for  dead  338 

Id.  recovered  after  inflating  the  lungs  -  339 

Numb.  II.  A  lingering  Cafe,  the  head  much 


fqueezed,  the  Pelvis  fmaii  - -  ibid. 

Id.  the  Pelvis  well  formed - 340 

Numb.  III.  The  Funis  Umbilicalis  thick  ibid. 

Id.  broke  ftiort  — — —  — -  ■  34* 

A  miftake  in  cutting  the  Funis  — — —  342 


INDEX. 
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COLLECTION  XXIII. 


The  Placenta  delivered  in  the  feventh  month  3  j.4 

Id.  in  the  fixth  month  - ■  -  ibid. 

Id.  at  the  full  time  adhering  to  the  Fundus  Uteri  345 
Id .  the  Uterus  contracted  like  an  hour-glafs  346 

Id.  adhering  to  the  back-part,  and  prematurely 

delivered  .  — - *  • — —  347 

The  Placenta  contained  as  in  a  cavity,  at  the  fide 

of  the  Uterus  -  - - .  348 

Id.  in  a  pendulous  Abdomen  - - •  349 

Part  of  the  Placenta  and  membranes  left  —  350 

All  the  membranes  left  in  the  Uterus  -  351 

Part  of  the  Placenta  left,  from  a  Correfpondent  352 


COLLECTION  XXIV. 

A  vyoman  over-fatigued  in  labour  * - —  356 

Id.  weakened  from  large  difcharges  of  blood  358 

A  laborious  Cafe,  the  head  high  in  the  Pelvis  ibid. 

COLLECTION  XXV.  < 


Numb.  I.  The  mother  weak,  the  Foetus  delivered 

with  the  Forceps  -  - - -  360 

Id.  .  — - .  — ■ ■  ■  364 

Id.  weakened  with  a  flooding  —  -  ibid. 

Id.  over-fatigued  -  — -  367 

Id.  from  a  Correfpondent  - -  369 

The  Pudenda  much  fwelled,  ditto  - -  370 

Another  Forceps  Cafe,  from  another  -  ibid. 

Numb.  II.  A  laborious  Cafe  in  time  of  a  fire  371 

Id.  after  a  hufband’s  death  -  374 

Id.  from  misfortunes  -  - -  375 

A  woman  in  convulfions,  from  a  Correfpondent  377 
Id.,  '  378 


COLLECTION  XXVI. 

Numb.  L  A  laborious  Cafe,  the  patient  very  young  380 

Id.  the  patient  old,  the  firfi:  child  -  382 

N  umb.  II.  A  laborious  Cafe,  the  Funis  entangled  383 

Id.  the  Funis  too  fhort  - — —  * - -  385 

9  Id. 


388 

39° 
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Id.  from  contra&ions  - - - 

Id.  - -  - 

Id.  by  both  the  Funis  and  contradtions 


COLLECTION  XXVII. 

Numb.  I.  A  laborious  Cafe,  the  child  large,  and 

delivered  with  the  Forceps  - .  391 

Id.  the  fillet  tried,  but  delivered  with  the  Forceps  393 
The  head  of  the  Fcetus  low  and  much  fwelled  394. 
Id.  the  Vertex  to  the  right  Os  Ifchium  •—  395 

The  pofition  found  after  the  Forceps  were  ap¬ 
plied  - — — •  -  398 

Id.  the  pofition  miftaken  - - -  399 

Numb.  II.  A  laborious  Cafe  with  cramps  and 

Teachings  - *  — . -  400 

Id.  weakened  with  a  loofenefs  — 402 

A  woman  in  her  firft  child,  a  diftorted  Pelvis  403 
Id.  diftorted  in  the  middle  of  the  Sacrum  405 

Id.  the  OJJa  Ifchia  uncommonly  narrow  —  408 

A  Cafe  from  a  correfpondent  -  ■  ■  409 

The  anfwer,  with  another  Cafe  —  410 

A  Cafe  of  a  diftorted  Pelvis ,  from  Mr.  A.  412 

The  Forceps  ufed  too  foon,  from  Mr.  L.  413 

COLLECTION  XXVIII. 

A  delivery  with  the  Forceps  and  blunt  hook  415 

The  forehead  to  the  groin  -  — —  417 

The  forehead  to  the  Pubis  -  419 

Id.  delivered  in  a  different  manner  -  421 


A  Forceps  Cafe,  from  a  Correfpondent,  with  remarks  424 


COLLECTION  XXIX. 

A  woman  weak  from  exceflive  floodings  — —  42; 

The  Uterus  contra&ed  before  the  flioulders  426 

The  patient  weak  and  violently  convulfed  — -  429 

A  woman  in  her  firft  child,  about  forty,  attacked 

with  reaching  and  faintings  — —  43^ 

A  diftorted  Pelvis ,  and  the  patient  over- fatigued  434 

A  narrow  Pelvis ,  the  woman  much  weakened  with 

a  flooding  • - —  - -  436 


A  large 
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V  '  . 

A  large  head  and  a  narrow  Pelvis ,  the  woman  ex~ 

haufted  with  long  labour  . — -  43 y 

A  very  narrow  Pelvis  -  -  -  438 

COLLECTION  XXX. 

The  forehead  of  the  child  prefenting,  and  the  face 

to  the  left  fide  of  the  Pelvis  - -  442 

The  face  prefenting  low  in  the  Pelvis ,  with  the  chin 

to  the  Pubis  —  — -  444 

Id.  with  the  chin  to  the  right  Ifchium  - •  446 

Id.  the  chin  to  the  Sacrum,  but  turned  with  the 

Forceps  to  the  Pubis  —  447 

Id,  the  chin  to  the  Sacrum ,  but  delivered  with  the 
y  Forceps  as  it  prefented  — -  ■  — «  448 
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